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! nexplicable.
other member of the band was
i ere the two as vet unsoath-
cht fit to beat a retreat. This
v did with celerity, but théy
their chief with them. It was
of Jenks' programme to allow
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such a thing to happen. Yet I implore
you to spare them."”

He placed the rifie on the sand and

raigsed her tenderly, for she had yield-
ed to a paroxysm of tears, Not another
word did either of them speak in that
hiour.
gampan was now bellying out in the
south wind.
stern of the boat and shook a menacing
arm at the couple on the beach.

The large triangular sail of the

A ficure stood up in the

It was the Malay chief, cursing them

with the rude eloguence of his barba-
rous tongue.
what he was saying.

And Jenks well knew

CHAPTER VIl
HEY looked long and steadfastly
at the retreating boat. Soon it
diminished to a mere speck on
the smooth s=ea. The even

breeze kept its canvas taut, and the
gailor knew that no ruse wis intended.
The Dyaks were flying from the island
in fear and rage.
with a force sufficient to Iinsure the

They would return

wreaking of thzir vengeance,
That he would again encounter them

at no distant date Jenks had no doubt
whatever. They would land in such

pumbers as to render any resistance

difficult and a prolonged defense im-

possible,
distracting question to which definite

Would help come first?—a

answer could not be given. The sail-
or's brow frowned in deep lines; his
brain throbbed now with an anxiety

singularly at variance with his cool de-

meanor during the fight. He was ut-
terly unconscious that his left arm en-
circled the shoulder of the girl until
she gently disengaged herself and said
appealingly:

“Please, Mr. Jenks, do not be angry
with me. I could not help it. I could
not bear to see you shoot them."”

Then he abruptly awoke to the real-
ities of the moment.

“Come,” he said, his drawn features
relaxing into a wonderfully pleasing
amile. *We will return to our castle,
We are safe for the remainder of this
a= =t any rate.”
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OF OUR CUSTOMERS think
ara L1au fu.l' l.].-_.'l'ﬂ.'ll. Hi]t': spne

far -enough; but under
present circumstances we will

W
not

fenssure her. She was still grievously
disturbed., and he naturally aseribed
her acitation to the horror of her cap-

ture. He dreaded a couplete collapse |
if any further alarms threatened at |
once, Yet he was almost positive—

thourh search alone would set at rest
the last misgiving—that ounly one sam-
pan had visited the island. Evidently
the Dyaks were unprepared as he for |
the events of the preceding half hour. |

They were either visiting the lslanda to |
procure turtle u
merely called there en route to some
change Iu

compelled

:..i.q. j 4 :.- -:I- el or li;l;i

otlrer destination, and the
the wind had unexpectediy
them to put ashoire. DBeyond all doubt
they must have been surprised by the
viarmth of the reception they encoin
terad.

Probably when he went to Suminit
rock that morning the savages had
lowered their and were v |
[J:'nl'l.i:l.:_' nortil agalinst wika 3 .
rent.

gsea would ]li.:.ﬁ D revaoe

il

Tiie most o pil BCTTILLL]

| them beraold
a distance of six or seven miles ot e
ntmaost.

After landing in the hidden bay on
the south side they crossed the isianud

{lhirongeh the troes

Y

instead of taking tue
more natural open way along the
bench., Why? The fact that
Iris were then passing the grown over
tract leading to the wvalley of deuta
instantly determined this point. ‘l'he
Dyaks kuew of this affrighting hollow
and would not approach any nearer to
it than was unavoidable, Could Le
twist this circumstance to advantage
if Iris and he were still stranded there
when the superstitions sea rovers next

he and

R 18,

| hat came into my head

| back and peered along the way he Jud

: . ] % 1 4 1w b e IfTEST
i Jusl shoulcéil e [Irst ulng

& # i q &%

“And L” he said, “picked up the first

rific 1 could lay my hands on. XNow,
Miss D'eane, as th fTair has ended 50
hapnily, may [ venture to ask you 1
riemain in the eave il T return?”

{}] | alie i ]

nst insi=t

“Teally, 1 m

leave vou if it were not quite impera
tive. You cannot come with me.

Then she understood one at least of
| thie tasks he must perform, and sl

meekly irlﬂ'j.rﬂ,

He thought it best to g
beach to the cove and
the Dyaks' trail through the wood, as
thig line of advance would entail prac-
tically a complete cirenit of the island

o nlonz Tartie

thoenee follow

He omitted no precautions in his ad- |

vance. Often bhe stopped and listened

mtently.

Whenever he doubled a point
or passed '

amonz the trees he crent
come to see if any lurking foes were
breaking shelter behind him.

The marks on the sand proved that
only one sampan had been beached. §
Thence he found nothing of special in-
torest until he came upon the chief’s
gun lying close to the trees omn the
north side. It was a very ornamental
weapon, n muzzle loader. The stock
was inlaid with gold and ivory, and
the piece had evidently been looted
from some mandarin's junk surprised
and sacked in a former foray.

The lock was smashed by the impact
of Jenks' rifle bullet, but close in-
vestieation of the trigger guard and
the discovery of certain unmistananble
ovidences on the beach showed that

put in an appearance? Ile would see.
All depended on the girl's strength. If
she gave way now; if, instead of tak-
ing instant measures for safety, he
were called upon to nurse her through
a fever, the outlook became not only
desperate, but hopeless,

And, while he bent his brows in
worrying thought, the color was re-
turning to Iris’ cheeks and mnatural
buoyancy to her step. It is the fault
of all men to underrate the marvelous
courage and constancy of woman in
the face of difficulties and {trials
Jenks was no exception to the rule.

“You do not ask me for any account
of my adventures,” she said quietly,
after watching his perplexed expres
sion in silence for some time,

Her tone almost startled him, its un-
assumed cheerfulness was so unlooked
for,
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“No,” he answered. *“I thought you
were too overwrought to talk of them
at present.”

“Overwrought! Not a bit of it! 1
was dead beat with the struggie and
with screaming for you, but plexse
don’t imagine that I am going to faiut
or treat you to a display of hysteria
now that all the excitement has ended.
1 admit that I cried a little when you
pushed me aside on the beach and rais-
ed your gun to fire at those poor
wretches flying for their lives. Yet
perhaps I was wrong to hinder you.”

“You were wrong,” he gravely inter
rupted.

“Then you should not have heeded
me. No, 1 don’t mean that. You al-
ways consider me first, don’t you? No
matter what 1 ask you to do you en-
deavor to please me, even when you
know all the time that 1 am acting or
gpeaking foolishly.”

gent the blood coursing wildly through

his veins.
“Never mind,” she went on, with

earnest simplicity. “God has been

he has preserved us
dangers to permit us

The unthinking naivete of her words .

very good to us. I cannot believe that
from so0 many
to perish mis-
erably a few hours or days befere help

the Dyak leader had lost two if not
three fingers of his right hand,

w2 he has something more thon his
mused Jenlis,

Fie we'

passion to nurse,”
at any rate, is fortunate,
in no mood for further enterpi

goine time to come -

He dreaded lest any of the !
glioald be only badly wounded :
Iy to live, It was an actua. ¥
his nerves to find that the §
duidums had Jone their worll |
to permit al voon that

ITe gathered the guns. s
ereosos of the slain, with al

eoulls boeits .;ii-1 4 e | IS, B S
ance of a vagnely deilne
ture |
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ccllected six queer looking 1
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pioln Ag (Le two pirbook of tLe r even-
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o peef, anld the tremulons Lepneles of
{he tailer trees volved the appronch of
n cale. A tropoeial storm—anoi i typhoon,
but a Lelated burst of the periodic
1 - Celuzed the island before wmid-

» 4+ [iours earlier Iris retived. utter-
v worn by the events of the day
Ie cale chanted a wild melody in
Lid
w.otory downpour on the tarpaulin roof
of Lelle Vue castle was such as 12 rei-
der couversation impossible save in

wearyv,ng shouts,
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neensed of killing a chicken. Wi
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Bring Along your Butter & Eggs ¢

WE PAY HIGHEST PRICES—EITHER CASH OR PRODUCE. §
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