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' . o W arrere ne tas o'fer ral-
Ie could not trust hiniself to speak. WES ORI Do A il
~Fy He rose hastily and seized the ax to [l:'ﬁ_ They wore the clothes of Dya ::-‘!.
DURHAM AGENCY deliver a murderous assault upon a Characteristic hats and weapons de-
i sazo palm that stood close at hand. noted their nationality, The others,
A general Banking business trans I_;ﬁ was the first to recover a degree the first harvest of this modern Gol-
seted. Drafrs issued and collecrion of self possession. For a moment she gotha, might have been Chinese coo-
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wived avd interest allowed at came a sensitive shrinking. Her deli- sion could register details he distin-
' i A tes cate nature disapproved these senti- guished yokes, baskets, odd l.uulimg
| mental displays. She wanted to box spades and picks strewn amid the
bones. The animals were all of one

her own ears.
With innate tact she took a keen in-

THE SAVINGS BANK

Interesc allowed on Savings Bank de- | gapest in the felling of the tree.
posits of 21 and upwards. FProm1 “What do you want it for?’ she in-
sttention .Ir.l'i- BAVET) F.Eriiit}' aforde quired when the sturdy trunk creaked
maafomers living at a distance and fell.
Jenks felt better now.
J. HEL.LY, Ageni “This is a change of diet,” Lhe ex-
plained. “No; we don’t boil the leaves

—— .

or nibble the bark. When I split this

palm open yvou will find that the in-

F”r - | terior is full of pith. I will cut it out

L —— for you, and then it will be your task

to knead it with water after well wash-

ing it, pick out all the fiber and finally

| permit the water to evaporate. In a

couple of days the residuum will be-

come a white powder, which, when
boiled, is sago,"”

“(iood gracious!" said Iris.

“The story sounds unconvincing, but

1 believe I am correct. It is worth a
1 trial.”
' “I should have imagined that sago
grew on a stalk like rice or wheat.”
I “Or Topsy!"

She laughed. A difficult
' had passed without undue effort. Un-
| happily the man reopened it. While
| using a crowbar as a wedge he en-
| deavored to put matters on a straight-
' forward footing.

. %A little while ago,” he said, “yom
| seemed to imply that I had assumed
| the name of Jenks™

But Miss Deane's confidential mood
' had gone. “Nothing of the kind,” she

said coldly. *“I think Jenks is an ex-
| cellent name.”

She regretted the words even as théy
| fell from her lips. The sailor gave a |
| mighty wrench with the bar, splitting |
' the log to its clustering leaves. i
| “You are right,” he said. “Tt is @is- |
itimrth‘ﬁ brief, dogmatic. 1 cling to it |
|
|

Machine Oil. Harness t
Axle and Hew
Omntment, oo t

5. P. SAUNDERS

r[-.!. -

|
(rrease

'ilul.f"l”-"l'ui e

éread

situation

-:-': llil
COPYRIGHT.
passionately.”

The gocd wile of the houie always Soon afterward, leaving Iris to the |
likes to have good Bread, and the | manufacture of sago, he went to the!
hest Bread is to be had at Stinson's | Jeeward side of the island, a search for |
The wkites asweetest and mo=' | tnrtles being his ostensible obhject.
dealthful made No husband wil' | When the trees hid him he quickened
evar find faonlt wirh Stinson’s Bread !IJIH pace and turned to the left in or-
We turo our a Hrst.elass arriel | der to explore the cavity marked on
whether it Brewd Pies or Cales|the tin with a skull and crosshones.
and give speen! attemtion to cu' | To his surprise he hit upon the rem.- I
Customers. | pants of a roadway—that is, a lne

' through the wood where there were no |

FIRST-CLASS LINE of B:keri | well grown trees, where the grmlmll

A Goods aiwaya on hand. | bore traces of humanity in the shape
of a wrinkled and mildewed pair of

. | Chinese boots, a wooden sandal, even
| G. H . Stlnson | the decayed remains of a palkl or lit-

ter.
MODEL

At last he reached the edges of the
W. D. CONNOR —

| pit, and the sight that met his eyes
beld him spellbound.
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The labor of many hands had torn a
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chasm, a quarry, out of the gide of the
Gdlvanized and Iron Pip-

kill. Roughly eircular in shape, it had
a diameter of perhaps a hundred feet,

ing ; Brass, Brass Lined |

at lron Cylinders.
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and at its deepest part, toward the
cliff, it ran to a depth of forty feet.
On the lower side, where the sailor
stood, it descended rapidly for some
lfteen feet,

Grasses, shrubs, plants of every va-
riety, grew in profugion down the
. steep slopes wherever seeds could find
precarious nurture until a point was
reached about ten or eleven feet from
' the bottom. There all vegetation ceas-

ed, as if forbidden te cross a magic
| eircle,

' Below this belt the place was a charnel
house, The bones of men and animals
mingled in weird confusion. Most were
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| knowled=e on the lid of a tin ecanister.

v oil, though they would greatly prize

type—small, lanky, with long pointed
skulls. At last he spied a withered
hoof. They were pigs.

Over all lay a thick coating of fine
sand, deposited from the eddying winds
that could never reach the silent
depths, The place was grewsome, hor-
ribly depressing. Jenks broke out into
a clammy perspiration, He seemed to
be looking at the secrets of the grave.

At last his superior intelligence as-
serted itself. His brain became clear-
er, recovered its power of analysis, lle
began to criticise, reflect, and this is
the theory he evolved:

Some one, long ago, had discovered
vitluable minerals in the voleanie rock.
Mining operations were in full blast
when the extinet voleano took its re-
venge upon the human anis gnawing
at its vitals and smothered them by
a deadly outpouring of carbonic acid
eas, the bottled up poison of the ages.
A horde of pigs, running wild over the
island—placed there no doubt by Chli-
had met the fate |
while intent on dreadful orgy,

Then there came a European who
koew how the anhydrate gas, being |
heavier than the sarrounding air, set- |
tled like water in that terrible hollow, |
IIe, too, had striven to wrest the treas-
ure from the stone by driving a tunnel
into the ¢¥ff. He had partly succeeded
and had gone away, perhaps to obtain
help, =fter crudely registering his

nese f[isners gine

fe==T e T e

This, agnin, probably fell into the
hands of another man. who, curious
but unconvineed, caused himself to be
sct ashore on this desolzte spot with
a few inadequate stores, [ossibly hLe
had arranged to be takem offf within a
fixed time.

But a sampan laden with Dyak pi-
rates came first, and the intrepid ¢x-
plorer's bones rested near the well,
while his head had gone to decorate
the hut of some flerce village chief.
The murderers, after buryiug their own |
dead—for the white man fought hard,
witness the empty cartridges—searched
the island. Some of them, iznoranptly
inquisitive, descended into the hollow,
They remained there. The athers, su-
perstitious barbarians, fled for their
lives, embarking so hastily that they
took from the c¢ave neither tools nor

these articles.

Such was tie tragic web he spun, a
compound of fact and fancy. It ex-
plained all perplexities save ane. What
did “32 divided by 1" mean? Was
there yet another fearsome riddle
awaiting solution?

And then Bhis thoughts fiew to Iris.
Happen what might, her bright picture
was seldony absent from his brain,
Suppose, egeg hunting, she had stum-
bled across: this valley of death! How
could he hape to keep it hidden from
her? Was not the ghastly knowledge
better thar the horror of a chance ram-
ble through the wood and the shock of
discovery—nay, Indeed, the risk of a
catastrophe?

He rushed back through the trees un-
til he caught sight of Lris industrious-
ly Kkneading the sago pith in one of
those most useful dish «overs,

He called to her, led Lber wondering
to the track and pointea out the fatal
quarry, but in such wise that she could

' dain.

| ing thorough in all that he undertook,

| there.

| eay, which silted round the base of a

not look inside it. |

“You remember that round hole we:
gaw from the summit rock ¥
“Well, it is full of ¢arbonie acid gas, to
breatlie which means uncousciousuness
and death. It gives no warning to the
inexperienced. It is rather pleasant
than otherwise., Promise me you will
never come near this place again.™

Now, Iris, too, bhad been thinking
deeply. Robert Jenks bulked large in
her day dreams. Her nerves were not
yvet quite normal. There was a catch
in her throat as she answered:

“I don't want to die. Of course 1
will keep away. What a horrid island
this 18! Yet it might be a paradise.”

She bit her lip to suppress her tears;
but, being the Eve in this garden, she
continued:

“How did you find out?
anything—nasty—in there?"

“Yes, the remains of animals and
other things. I would not have told
you were it not imperative.”

“Are you keeping other secrets from
me?”’

“Oh, quite a number.”

He managed to conjure up a smile,
and the ruse was effective. She ap-
plied the words to his past history.

“I hope they will not be revealed so
dramatically,” she said.

“You never can tell,” he answered.

were in prophetic vein that

Is there

e 5:11-[1.,! = e e

¢onducted a systematic survey. The
geological fault which favored the con- 1
struction of the tunnel seemed to di-
verge to the left at the farther end.
The “face” of the rock exhibited the
marks of persistent labor. The *stene
had been hewn away by main force
when the dislocation of strata ceased |
to be helpful,

His knowledge was limited on the
subject, yet Jenks believed that the
material here was a hard limestone |
rather than the external basalt., Search-
ing each inch with the feeble light, he
paused once, with an exclamation,

“IWhat is it?’ cried Iris. i

“] cannot be ecertain,” he sald doubt- |
fully. “Would you mind holding the
lamp while I use a crowbar?”

In the stone was visible a thin vein,

laish white in color. He managed to
break off a fair sized lump containing
a well defined specimen of the foreign
metal,

They hurried into the open air and
examined the fragment with curious |
eyes, The sailor picked it with his |
knife,
came off in laminated layers, small,
brittle scales,

“Ig it silver?
cited.

“I do pot think so. I am no expert, |
but I have a vague idea—I have seen”— |

He wrinkled his brows and 11!*1:-?::-!1*:1!
away the furrows with his hand, that |
physical habit of his when perplexed. |

“I have it,” he cried. *“It is antl- |
mony." .

Miss Deane pursed her lips in dis- |
Antimony! What was anti-

Iris was almost ex-

mony ?
“So much fuss for nothing,” she said.
“It is used in alloys and medicines,”

he explained. *“To us it is useless.”
ITe threw the piece of rock contemp-

tuously among the bushes. Dut,

Lie-

he returned to the eave aml again
conducted an inguisition. The silver
hued vein became more strongly mark-
ed at the point where it disappeared
downward into a collection of rubble
and sand. That was all. Did men |
give their toil, their lives, for this? So
it would appear. Be that as it might, |

— e

he had more pressing work. If the |
cave still held g secret it must remain

Iris had gone back to her sago knead-
ing. Shouldering the ax, he walked to
the beach., Much debris from the steamn-
er was lying high and dry If was an
easy task for an athletic mam to reach
the palm tree, yet the sailfdr hesitated
with almost.imperceptible qualms,.

“A baited rmt trap,” bhe muttered.
Thien he quickened his pace. With the
firat active spring from rock to rock
his unacknowlsdged doubts wvanished.
He might find' stores of priceless util-
ity. The redection inspired him.
Junmping and olimbing like a eat, in
two minutes he was near the tree,

e could now see the true:explana-
tion of its growth in a seemingly im-
possible place. Here the bed of the
sea bulged upward in a small sand

limestone rock sce-different in color and
formation from the coral reef. Xa-
ture, whose engineering contrivances
can foree springs to mountain tops,
managed to deliver to this isolated ref-
uge # sufficient supply of water to
nourish the palmm, and the rooks, firmly
lodged in deep crevices, were well pro-
tected from the wares,

Between the sailor and the tree in-
tervemed a small streteh of shallow wa-
ter., Landward this submerged saddle
shelved' steeply into the lageon. Al-
though: the water-in the cove was twen-
ty fathoms in depth, its crystal elear-
ness was remarkable. The- Dbottom,
composed of marvelously wihite sand
and bGroken coral, rendered’ other ob-
jects conspicuous. He could see plenty
of fisii, but not a single sherk. while
on the inner sibpe of the reef was
plaindy visible #he destroyed fore part
of tike Sirdar, which had strock be-
yond the tree, relatively to his present
standpoint, ITe had wondered why no
bonis. were east ashore. Xow he sdw

the reason. Three of them were still
fastened to the davits. and carried
down with the hull,

seaw:ard the water was not so clear.
The waves created pstclies of foauwn,
ad lony submarine plapis swayved gen-
tly in the uadercurrenst.

To reach Palm "Sree rock — anticl:
pating iis Hl:h:'-'-:*._l'.lt;ﬂl name—he must
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morning. They returned in silence to
the cave,
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cross a space of some thirty Teel ala
wade up to his waist,

He made the passage with ease.

Pitched against she bole of the tree
was a long, narrow case, very heavy,
iron clamped and marked with letters
in black triangles and the broad arrow
of the British government,

“Rifles, by all the gods!” shouted the
sailor.

The Sirdar carried a consignment nfl

arms and ammunition from Hongkol§
to Singapore. Providence had decreed |
that a practically inexhaustible store |
of cartridges should be hurled acrosd|
the lagoon to the island. And hﬂral
were rifles encugh 15 equip half a com- |
pany. He would n 't risk the precious |
ax in an attempt to open the case, He
must go back for a «rowbar.

What else was t ere in this store-|
house thrust by ptune from the
ocean bed? A che:. of tea, seemingly
undamaged; three | rrels of flour, ut-
terly ruined; a salo:n chair, smashed
from its pivot: a ba ered chronometer, |
For ihe rest, frag:
termingled with pu
broken crockery, :

A little farther on the deep water
entrance to the lagoon curved between
sunken rocks. On one of them rested
the Sirdar's huge funnel, The north-
west section of the reef was Dbare.
Among the wreckage he found a coll
of stout rope and a pulley. IHe instant-
ly conceived the idea of constructing
an aerial line to ferry the chest of tea
across the channel he had forded.

He threaded the pulley with the rope
and climbed the tree, adding a touch
of artistic completeness to the ruin of
his trousers by the operation. He had
fastened the pulley high up the trunk
before he realized how much more sim-
ple it would be to break open the chesi
where it lay and transport its contents
in small parcels,

He langhediightly., “I am becoming
addle headed,” he said to himself,
“Anyhow, now the job is done, I may
gs well make use of it.”

Recoiling the rope ends, he cast them
geross to the reef. In such small ways
doe men throw invisible dice with death,
With those two lines he would within

verized coral and

a few fleeting seconds drag himself
back from eternity.
Picking up the ax, he ecarclessly

gtepped into the water, not knowing
that Iris, having welded the inciplent
gago into a flat pancake, bad strolled
to the beach and was watching him.

The water was hardly above his
knees when there came a swirling rush
from the seaweed, A long tentacle shot
out like a lasso and gripped his right
leg. Another coiled around his waist.

“My God!" he gurgled as a horrid
sucker closed over his mouth and nose,
He was in the grip of a devilfish!

A deadly sensation of nausea almost
overpowered him, but the love of life
came to his aid and he tore the suffo-
cating feeler from his face., Then the
ax whirled, and one of the eight arms
of the ectopus lost some of its length,
Yet a fourth flung itself around his left
ankle. A few feet away, out of range
of the ax and lifting itself bodily out
of the water, was the dread form of
the cuttle, apparently all head, with
distended gills and monstrous eyves,

The sailor's feet were planted wide
apart. With frenzied effort he hacked
at the murderous tentacles, but the
water hindered himg, and he was foreced
to lean back in superhuman strain to
avoid losing his balance. If once this
terrible assailant got him down. he
knew he was lost. The very need to
keep his feet prevented him from at-
tempting to deal a mortal blow,

The g¢uttle was ancliored by three of
its tentacles. Its remuining arm darted

ltarcimaining arm darvted to agoin clutch
the man's fuce and ncel.

with sinuous activity to aguin cluteh
the man's face or neck. With the ax
he smote madly at the curling foeler,
diverting its aiin time and again. bt
failing to deliver an effeetive stroke.

With agonized prescience the sallor
knew that he was vielding, Were (.0
devilish a giant of its tribe he coull
not have held out so lonz, As It w s,
the ecreature could afford to wail
strengthening its grasp, tightening its
cofls, pulling and pumping at its proy
with remorseless certainty,

He was neaviy spept, In p parnxygm

onts of timber in-| b
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ense o retect It scquirted
| it of dark colored finid
e water becainye black, opad
tentaele, Lourishing In ailr
i i TR it Lpoteut i1
ar d Joenks . res il
r.oohl, The ax fHashed with thie I
tion of hope., Another arm was
el The huge dismeinbered coil slack
encd and fell away.

Yet was Lie anchored immovaldy, e

turned to look at Iris. She never for
got the fleeting expression of his face
8o might Lazarus bave looked from the
towmb.

“The rope!” she screamed, dropping
the revolver and seizing the loose ends
lying at her feet.

She drew them tight and leaned back,
pulling with all her strength. The
gailor flung the ax to the rocks and
grasped the two ropes. He raised him-
gelf and plunged wildly. He was {ree
With twe convulsive strides he was at
the girl's side.

He stumbled to a bowlder and drop-
ped in complete collapse, After a time
he felt Iris’ hand placed timidly on Lis
shoulder. He raised his head and saw
her eves shining.

“Thank you,” he said.
now."”

“We are quits

[To BE coxTiNUED.]

In Legnl Form.

Suitor—In suing for the hand of your
daughter I feel that 1 am unworthy of
her— Lawyer—Enough; weare agreed.
The case must stop. Your suit is dis-
missed!

Cheering News.
Willle—Papa is going to let you mar-
ry sister. Featherstone—How do you
know? Willie—He said after all it was.
better tivan nothing.

Engnged For Good.
Clara—Are vou engaged to Donglas

for good? Gertrude—It looks so, |

don't think he'tl® ever be able to marry

me. .
gt e,

City Editor—Why do you say he ran
into the police station “pufling and
blowing?’ “Iuffing” and *“blowing”
are synonvmous. Reporter—XNot at all.
There's a vast difference—for instance,
between putting a man up and Mowing
Lim up.

Hisx Mateches,

“Yon told me this horse had won half
a dozen matches agninst some of the
best horses in the couuntry. IHe can't
trot a mile in gix minutes to gave him."

“It was in plowing matches that he
took the prizes, sir.”

A look ef intelligence in a man is
what regularity of features is in wo
men; It ia a style of beauty to which
the most vain may aspire—La Hru-

Established 1579,
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