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“I will serve you to the best of my
| ability, Miss Deane,” he exclaimed.
| “We must hope for a speedy rescue,

and I am inured to exposure, It i3

A4 general Banking business trauns-| otherwise with you. Are you ready for

seted. Drafts issued and colleetions |
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| stroek a discordant note. This man
| Was no menial in appearanee or speech,
| Why was he so deliberately rude?

' this part of the eclimb.
. gentle grasp gave her confidence.

| af it! Tell me. what is the meaniog of

§. . CONKOR-—~

| tort as a mere light hearted quibble. It

the climb?”
The crest of the hill was tree covered,

| and they could see nothing beyond

their immediate locality until the sailor
found a point higher than the rest,
where a ruggzed collection of hard ba-
galt and the uprooting of some poon
trees provided an open space elevated

| above the ridge.

For a short distance the foothold was
precarious. Jenks helped the girl in
Hia strong,
She
was flushed with exertion when they
stood together on the summit of this
elevated perch., They could look to
every point of the compass except a
small section on the southwest. Ilere
the trees rose behind them until the
brow of the precipice was reached,

The emergence into a sunlit pano
rama of land and sea, though expected,
was profoundly enthralling.
peared to stand almost exactly in the
center of the island, which was cres

it was no larger than the
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gallor had estimated. The new slopes
now reveil (1 were Ccovi redd with ver
dure down to the very edge of the wa-
ter, whicl » nearly a mile seaward
broke over jagzed reefs. The sea lo M-
ed strangely e¢alm from this height.
Ir lar blue patches on the LoriZon
to - ieht the man's
fi1 elance, Ile unslu the binocu:
1: ill ecarried and focused them
eagerly.

«Jalands.” he eried, “and blg ones
too!l”

“IHow odd!” whispered Iris, more

gserutiny of her imme-

Jenks glanced at

" I %3 1]
CONCcernca Ll iy

her sharply. She was not looking at
the islands, but at a curious hollow, a
quarry-like depression bend ath them to
the rizht, 1'1! t abouat oW }'.‘1'!".]-'1 and
not far removed from the small pla-
teaun containing the well, though izo-

lated from it by the south angle of the
main cliff.

Here, in a great cirele, there was nod

1 e 0l . shrub or tree, noth
ine save brown rock and sand. At first |
L1 3 e &l it to |*E'1i"'i:."."L'|". I
bed of a small Iake. This hyD 183
would n serve, else it would be |
choked with verdure. The pit stared |
up at them like an ominous eye. thongli |

neither paid further attention to it, fom |
the clorious prospect mapped at thesr |
feet momentarily swept aside all other |
consideratiouns.

“wWhat a beantiful place™ mnurmuares
Tris. *1 wonder what it is ealled.”

cSuppose we ehristen it Rainbow is-
nnd?"

“Why ‘Ralnbow ¥

“That I3 the English meaning of
“2h it is. How clever of you to think

‘Robert” Iin Greek?”’

e turned to survey the northwest
gide of the island. “I do not know,” Le
snewered. “It might not be farfetehed
to translate is as ‘a ship’s steward, a
menial.' ™

VMiss Iris had meant her playful re-

annoved her, a young person of much
conscquence, to have her kindly con-
dezcension repelled,

“] sunpose so,” she agreed, “but I
have =one through so much in a few
hours that I am bewildered, apt to for-
ret these nice distinetions.”
examining the reef
on whieh the Sirdar SO
square objects were visible near the
The sun, glinting on the
waves rendered it difienit to discern
their signifieance.

“What do yvon make of those?” he in-
quired, handing the glasses and bland-
Iy ignoring Miss Deane's petulance.
Her brain was busy with other things
‘while hinocnlars to
guit her vision. Mainbow island—Iris—
it was a nice conceit, but *“menial”

Jenks was closely
strinck.

palm tree

ahp ‘I'_‘:",:[{'I.": the

“1 think they are boxes or packing
ecases” she announced.

“Ah. that was my own ldea!
viait that loeality.”

“MTow? WIill yon swim?”

“No." he said, his stern lips relaxing
in a smile: “I will not swim, and, by
the wav, Miss Deane, be careful when
vou are near the water. The lagoon
i+ swarming with sharks at present.
1 feel tolerably assured that at low
tide. when the remnants of the gale
have vanished, T will be able to walk
there along the reef.”

“Sharks!"

I must

" the devilfish now. He must spare ler

own cave;"

me not to have examined its interior
more thoroughly.”

found the lamp?”
am sorry.”
to wash vou will find the wuater over

there.
frizzled to a ecinder.”™

Copyright, 1903, by
Edward J. Clode
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fstence. ‘They had to deal with chill
necessities. As for the sailor, he was
glad that the chance turn of their con-
versation enabled him to warn ler
against the lurking dangers of the la-
goon. There was no need to mention

R
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all avoidable thrills.

They gathered the stores from the
first dining room and reached the cave
without inecident. Another fire was
lighted, and while Iris attended to the
kitehen the sailor felled several young
trees, He wanted poles, and these
were the right size and shape. Iie

soon cleared a considerable space. The
timber was soft and so small in girth
that three cuts with the ax ll.‘ill:ﬂl:‘-“
sufficed. He dragged from the beach
the smallest tarpaulin he could ﬁml|
and propped it against the rock in|
sich manner that it effectunally sereen- |
ed the mouth of the cave, though adle |
mitting light and air. :

[Ie was so busy that he paid H!‘.!f‘!
to Iris. But the odor of fried |
wafted to bhim, kHe was

reed

nam wils

liftine a coupie of heavy stones 10 siny
the canvas and keep it from fi '
1 the wind when the girl calied out:
mldn't yvou like to havye 1 Y 11
.
| Limself L o0 |
id I
he change < )
wrinkled witl |
| | il she cried. | |
I ar eady | y | ' - |
I 1 1 |t | ) !-l'i
1y i1 i
A 0 e sand
el D p s
| i -e'-!, | LITR o '.'I
Liere 18 1 ¢iit-
g '! ]-..”.- | !.:I 1
e in ¢l wlid 1 vou find
1
in the | de the eave.”
o
mnt. Shewas 80 !
[ D) ng want of )
m of her indnstry that a gleam
ont il from her eves, and |
Ler hewsd, stooping at once 10
nd to the toasting of some biscull
time he was genuninely sorry.
v me, Miss Deane,” he said |

i T w5 = us - + ; Tuw
Vv weorids are dietated by

anx.oen I do not wish you to make |
& - g 1 |
(1 Werles on your owin account, Thia |
s a stranze place, you Know—an un- |

pletsant one in sone respects.”

Surely 1 ean rommage about my

“Most certainly. It was careless of

“Then why do yoa grumble-pecause I

“I did@ not menm any such thing. 1
“I think you are horrid. If you want
Don't wait. The ham will be

Unlueky Jenks! Was ever man fated |

to incar such upmerited odium? He |
savagely laved his face and meck. The

fresh, cool water was delightful at
first, but when he drew near to the
fire he experienced an unaccountable
gseneation of wenkness, Could it be
possible that he was goinz to faiut?
It was too akswrd. Ile sank to *he

| weird significance was attached to this

she ecried. “In there!

-

What Lorrible surprises this speck of |
larel contains! 1 should not have im-
agined that sharks and seals could |
live together!”
“Yon are quite right,” bhe grphlnedq
wiih becoming geavity. “As a rule,
these islands. Just now are
tracted in shoals by the wreck.”

at-|

ground. Trees, rocks and sand strewn
carth indulged in a mad dance., Iris
voice sounded weak and indistinet. It
seemed to travel in waves from a great
distance. He tried to brush away
from his brain these dim fancies, but
his iron will for once failed, and he
pitched headlong downward into dark-
ness,

When he recovered, the girl's left
arm was around his neck. Fer one
blissful instant he nestled there con-
tentedly. He looked into her eyes and
saw that she was erying. A gust of
enger rose within him that he should
be the cause of those tears.

He tried to rise,

“Oh! Are you better?”
guivered pitifully.

“Yes. What happened? Did I faint?”

“Drink this.”

She held a cup to his mouth, and he
obediently strove to swallow the con-
tents. It was champagne. After the
first spasm of terror and when the ap-
plication of water to his face failed to
restore consciousness Iris had knocked
the head off the bottle of champagne.

He quickly revived. Nature had only
given him a warning that he was over-
drawing his resources. He was deep-

Her lips

These two said more with eyes
than lips. She withdrew her arm. Her
face and neck crimsoned.

“Good gracious!” she cried. “The
ham is ruined!”

It was burnt black. She prepared a
fresh supply. When it was ready
Jenks was himself again. They ate in

gilence and shared the remains of the
bottle. A smile illumined his tired
face. >

Iris was watchful. She had mnever
in her life cooked even a potato or
boiled an egg. The ham was her first
attempt.

“My cooking amuses you?' she de-
manded suspiciously.

“It gratifies every sense,” he mur-
mured. “There is but one thing need-
ful to complete my happiness.”

“And that is?”

“permission to smoke.”

“Smoke what?”

He produced a
closed and a pipe. ‘

“Your pockets are absolute ghops,”
gaid the girl, delighted that his temper
had improved. “What other stores do
you carry about with you?”

He lit his pipe and solemnly gave an
fnventory of his worldly goods. Be-
yond the items she had previously seen
he could only enumerate a silver dol-
lar, a very soiled and crumpled band-
kerchief and a bit of tin. A DboxX of
Norwegian matches he threw away a8
useless, but Iris recovered them.

“You never know what purpose they
may serve,” she said. In after days a

steel box tightly

simple phrase,
“Why do you carry about a bit of

| gpot, a few feet away, where the skele-

tin?" she went on.
“T found it here, Miss Deane,” he
answered.
Luckily

she interpreted

| applying to the cave,

May 17

“Let me see it.

e handed it to her, She could make |

nothine of it, so together they puzzled
over it. The sailor rubbed it with a
mixture of kerosene and sand. Then
ficures and letters and a sorl of dia-
grom were revealed. At last they be-
came decipherable,
tient ingenuity some one had indented
the metal with a sharp punch until the
marks assumed this aspect:

Iris was quick witted. “It is a plan
of 1he island,” she cried.

“Also the latitude and the longitude.™

“What does *J. 8. mean?”

“Probably the initials of a man’s
pame. Let us say Joln Smith, for in-
stance.”

“ Al the fizures on the island, with
he *X’ and the dot?”

“] eannot tell you at present,” he
gaid. *“l1 take it that the line across the
jsland signifies this gap or eanyon, and
the small intersecting line the cave.
But 32 divided by 1 and an ‘X' sur-
mounted by a dot are cabalistic. They
would eanse even Sherlock Holmes to
smoke at least two pipes. I have bare-
Iy started one.”

“It leoks quite mysterious, like the
things you read of in stories:of pirates
anil buried treasure.”

“Yes” he admitted. **It is unques-
tionably a plan, a guidance, given to a
personr not previously acquainted with
the island. but cognizant Of some fact
conneected with it. Unfortunately none
of the buccaneers I ean bring to mind

trequented these seas. The poor beg
gar who left it here must have had
some other motive thaa searching for a
cache.”

“Iid he dig the cave and the well, 1
wonder?"

“pProbably the former, but not the
well., No man could do it unaided.”

“Why do you assume he was alone?”

He strolled toward the fire to kick a
gtray log. “It is enly idle speculation

Ce __;
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you know what you want; the
man knows you ought to have
it. Don’t be surprised, though,

e ——

e —
“—

else. Wines, cordials, extracts,
etc., of cod liver oil are plenti-
ful but cdon’t imagine you are
getting cod liver oil when you
take them. Every year for thirty
years we've been increasing
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| his ear.
“here” a8

| among the bushes, abandoned, forgot- guessed this earlier. Yet m e

ten, horrifiec. Then he smothered a vyous light r ey
cery of surprise, He was warn in time
“By Jove!" he muttered. “There 18 himself up short.
| no ‘X’ and dot. That sign is meant “You read my face like

By exercising pa- |

: No printed wWias oY
we saw that queer looking bald patch ple. Now, M | o X
today. First thing tomorrow before gined too long :
the girl awakes I must examine that ornis bt | o

' Iﬂ"""-“'“ have a few serious rem \rks

1lle 'E'l""llihli.:l“:-' siretcehed himself on sAore diess" o
hig share of the spread out coatls, now “1 repudiate ‘digs.’ In the fis ‘

| thorourhly dried by sun and fire. In you must not m any 1

| a minute he was sound asleem, ments in the matter of food.

' RN A were a wonderful eflort; bu

I“il"LI'!I‘“L 1‘:-'4 ]bll' S 5 YOou 1nay RO 3
|15 awoke to find the sun high In Secomdly Y
the heavens, Iris was prepar- ) INust 1 DIISS o
ine breakfast; a fine fire was it without earryving a ren
| erackline cheerfully, and the so wmuch for def but
| presiding goddess had so altered her Did you take one when you v

| appearaince
l
| her wil

| ture. tucked his feet beneath him and
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“Would you like to help me to drag
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The curative qualities of DR, HARTE'S
' Criesnr-IroN PILLE are 80 absolutely
cv:lain in 99 eases out of a hundred that
we hage no hesitation in giving our
written Guarantee that they will posi-
tively cure such troubles as Thin and
Watery Blood, Pale and Sallow Com-
plexion, Pimples tn:k Eruptions, Nerv-
ciisness, Sleeple , and De-
yression, Brain Fag and Forgetfulness,
vor Appetite, Dyspepsia and Indiges-
tion, Nervcus Headaches, Palpitation of
the Heart, Dizzy and Faint Spells, Nerv-
ous Prostration, Weakness, Gemeral De-
bility, and all diseases and disorders
arising frem a run-dewn condition of
the nervous system, or weak and im-
poverished blood.

With every 6 boxes of Dn HARTE'S
CeLERY-TRONW PILLS y¥ou purchase at one
time, we give our written Guarantee
that” if you don't derive benefit irom
their n=e, we will give you your mouey
back. Isn't that fair?

Unless we were pretty sure Dr. Farte's
Pilla wonll do what we elaim for them,
we wouldn't dare make sach an ofer,

By the single box the Pille are Se
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camping ground. They also brought a
number of coats to serve as coverings.

Then Jenks tackled the lamp. It was &
most difficult operation to open it.

Before the sun went down he sue-
ceeded and made a wick by unraveling
a few strands of wool from his jersey.
When night fell, with the suddenness
of the tropics, Iris was able to illumi-
nate her small dom:: n.

They were both utterly tired and
ready to drop ‘with fatigue. The girl
said *“good night,” but instantly re-
appeared from behiid the tarpaulin.

“Am I to keep the lamp alight?”’ she
inquired.

“Please yourself, Miss Deane. Bet-
ter not, perhaps. It will only burn
four or five hours anyway.”

Soon the light vanished, and he lay
down, his pipe between his teeth, close
to the cave's entrance. Weary though
he was he could not sleep forthwith.
His mind was occupied with the signs
on the canister head.

“39 divided by 1; an ‘X’ and a dot,”
he repeated several times. “What do
they signify?”

Suddenly he sat up, with every sense
alert, ang grabbed his revolver. Some-
thing impelled him to look toward the

-----

ton was hidden. It was the rustling of U IEMIST —
a bird among the trees that had caught {
DurHAM, ONT.

He thought of the white framework
of a once powerful man, lying there

and erosshones.

for a skull It lies eried,
exactly on the part of the island where

that the sailor surveyed nes
h astonishment,
Ile noiselessly assumed a sitling pos-

ng
0. Why?

There was a troanbled look
when he answered:

“It is best to tell you at once
before |l!":'Il reaches UsS wWe 11 |
ited by cruel and bloodthirsty
ages, I would not even menti
if it were a remote contingency
matters stand, von ought to know 1

i

blinked, The girl's face was not visi-
ble from where he sat, and for a few
geconds he thought he must surely be
dreaming. She was attired in a neat
navy blue dress and smart blouse. Her
white canvas shoes were replaced by

strong leather boots. BShe was quite such a thing may happen. Let
gpick and span, this island Hebe. trust in God's goodness that

8o soundly had he slept that his ance may comme Soon. The island !
senses returned but slowly. At last seemingly been deserted for many
he guessed what had happened. She months, and therein lies our

chance of escape. DBut I am ebliged 1o
warn you lest you should be taker
unawares.”

Iris was serious enough nosv.

“How do you know that such dan
ger threatens us?” she demanded.

He countered readily., “Because 1
happen to have read a good deal about
the China sea and its frequenters,” he
said. “I am the last man in the world

had risen with the dawn and, conquer-
ing her natural feeling of repulsion,
selected from the store he accumu-
lated vesterday some more suitable
garments than those in which she es-
caped from the wreck.

He quietly took stock of his own
tattered condition and passed a re-
flective hand over the stubble on his

chin. In a few days his face would
resemble a serubbing brush, In that
mournful moment he would have ex-
changed even his pipe and tobacco box,

to alarm you needlessly. All I mean
to convey is that certaim precantions
should be taken against a risk that is

1'. tired.
t will be hard.”

if you are offered something

WMIIB_'M

worth untold gold, for shaving tackle.
Who can say why his thoughts took
guch trend? Twenty-four hours can
effect great ehanges in the bhuman
mind if controlling inflaences are ac-
tive.

Then came a sharp revulsion of feel-
ing. IHis name was Robert—a menial
He reached for his boots, and Iris
heard him,

«& b0 morning!” she cried, smiling
sweeily, “1 thought you would never
awake. [ suppose you were very, very
iease wash quickly. The eggs
“Eggs.”
“Yes. | made a eollection among the
trees. I tasted one of a lot that looked
good. It was first rate.”

He had not the moral courage to be-
gin the day with a rebuke, She was
irrepressible, but she really must not
do these things, IHe smothered a sigh
in the improvised basin which was
placed ready for him,

Miss Deane had prepared a ecapital
meal. Of course the ham and biscuits
still bulked large in the bill of fare,
but there were boiled eggs, fried ba-
nanas and an elderly cocoanut. These
things, supplemented by clear, eold wa-
ter, were not so bad for a couple of
castaways hundreds of miles from
everywhere,

For the life of him the man could
not refrain from displaying the con-
versational art in which he excelled.
Their talk dealt with Italy, Egypt. In-
dig. He spoke with the ease of culture
and enthusinsm. Once he slipped into
anecdote apropos of the helplessness
of British soldiers in any matter out-
sive the scope of the king's regulations.

1 remmember,” he said, “‘seeing a cav-
alty subaltern aud the members of ap
escort sitting half starved on a number
of bags wi'ed up in the Suakin desert.

And what do you think were In the
P
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possible, not probasle. Xo more.”

She could not repress a shudder. The
gailor wanted to tell her that he would
defend ler against a host of savages
if he were endowed with many lives,
but he was perforce tongued tied. Ie
even reviled himself for having spo-
ken, but she saw the anguish in his
face, and her woman's heart acknowl-
edged him as her protector, her shield.

“Mr. Jenks,” she said simply, “we
are in God's hands. I put my trust in
bhim and in you. I am hopeful—nay,
more, confident, I thank you for what
you have done, for all that you will do.
If you cannot preserve me from threat-
ening perils no man could, for you are
as brave and gallant a gentleman as
lives on the earth today.”

Now, the strange feature of this ex-
traordinary and unexpected outburst
of pent up emotion was that the girl
pronounced his name with the slightly
emphasized accentuation of one ho
knew it to be a mere disguise. The
man was so taken aback by her dec-
laration of faith that the minor inci-
dent, though it did not escape him, was
gmothered in a tumult of feeling.

[To BE coxtixvED,)
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