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CHAPTER XIX.
THE RIDE TO gILOON TPASS,

HE people «f the village swarm-
ed to lcok at the strangers,

they "oked upon as enemles,

yvet their ehi Palpak, treated these
men as friesds. Palpak was a chief who

save no oxplanations of his acts, and
| the place, where women waited upon

when ae demanded horses for himself,

bis brothers and his friends they were |

at once forthcoming.

Domitan, the brother who had been
so eager to Kkill Palpak, was morose
and showed but little favor to the
guests. The latter, confident that their
plans would be sueccessful, treated him
considerately., They thought  not of
the risk they ran in going, with rob-
bers for escort, into a country from

who seemed to be of a race |

A SOLDIER OF
COMMERCE

By JOHN ROE GORDON
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which few travelers had ever return- |

ed,
love laughs at danger.

From the village a winding path led
from the low shore land to a distant
range of hills. Along this their prog-
ress was rapid: but, arriving at the
hills, they found a rugged, rocky road
over which traveling was slow. The
horses of the Zannucks were
gsturdy animals and went unshod over
the jarged stones that covered the nar-
row path.

The natives gtared at them in amaze-
ment. A

3 |
I'he moving power was ove, and l
|

Russian officer in uniform, |

accompanying their chief on terms of |
friendship, was a scene they had never |

contemplated,
was a prisoner, though he did not act
Harvey seemed actually to be
the leader.

like one.

Some thought Orskofl |

Hidden among great knolls and se- |

questered in fertile valleys were little

villnges seemingly devoted to peaceful |

"locks of the world famous

'I"':"~"-'.if‘='.

the

slhee.

skins of whose lambs are |

sent to Persia, where they are made |

curedd and sent to
and America, were browsing
on the hillsides,

All the herdsmen bore arms. One
would have a rifle; another wore a belt

Into carments or

lLnropme:

in which two or three pistols were
thirnst; some carried the old time gpear.
Their garb was most picturesque. The
turbaned Turk, the jaunty Cireas- |

sian. the jacketed Greek, none of these |

conld mateh the gay dress of these hill-
N

d grew rougher and more dif- |
ficult. They climbed laboriously, stop-

The roa

ping often to give their horses a breath- |

ing spell. On either side the jagged
rocks rose to great heights and the
tains stood majestically about

v wonder these people cannot be

. said Harvey. “Nature has

i for them a fortress that no guns

batter down.”
" sald Orskoff, “that
re does this only where a fortress
When it comes to
eparding a city, placing a battlement
1 pilsSsnge between two seas, na-
ture may be gracious enough to bestow
k or two, but they must be fash-

joned Ly the hand of man to suit the
¢ of defense.”

“The rea is not that nature 1is
erudging,” sald Harvey. “It is that

n is 20 stubborn that he establishes
his ecities in places where they can be
Nature's fortifications are
in places where no one ever wants to
£0.”
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extablished,

“Except onrselves at the present time,

There is a big town.”

They had reached a high point in the
road and looked down a sloping streteh
into a v:lley, where a town was laid
out that called forth exclamations from
both. Amid green and luxurious sur-
roundings, on the banks of a little
river that found its devious way into
the Seythian gulf, this city of the Zan-
nucks was laid out with a precision

that would do credit to an English or
American town. Following the almost
straight line of the river, the main
street stretched a half mile. On this
were the principal bazaars and market
places, with drainage directly into the
river. At right angles to this were
other streets, with houses of stone or
wood, ornamented according to the
taste of the owners, each having a lit-
tle patch of green and fruit trees and
garden.

“Orskoff,” said Harvey, pointing to
an elevation back of the town, “proba-
bly the only thing this town lacks is
good drinking water. I'd like to put
up one of my windmills and a pump
right there. I'll ask Palpak for a con-
cession when the other business is
over.”

“So confldent are you in the success
of the expedition that you can talk of
windmills!"

“I've talked windmills all my life. 1

made them when I was a boy. I ean

¥
F

‘you must shew hospitality.”

“We willl We will! Thy friends
are our friends, O Palpak!”

“There is much to be said. The treas-
are will be guarded until the tax of
the ameer is paid. But there is some-
thing to be done now, Let my cap-
tains come to me while w. eat and
rest. We must hasten away {o obtain
more treasure and perform a service
for my friends.”

He led them to the finest house in

them. Wine and food were brought.
When they had finished, Harvey and
Orskoff smoked and listened to the
parley between Palpak and his eap-
tains. There were ten of these, includ-

“Listen, O my people!™
ine the brothiers of Palpak. Dom
wag second in command by rea
his relationship as next eldest brother
of I'nlpak.

“1s war 1|[|-|-'::I:|'ILI'.',"H nske il one ol )
WIrriors. the hated Musco
vites acain threatened us?”

wNoe it Is not war against the Mue-
covites.”

“What, then, O chief? Informn us
that we may fight as becomes the Zan-

nneks."

“Have

“A ecaravan econveyving much treas-
ure and that whieh is greater than
ireasire, more value than gold or
roms, will pass on the way to Bolha-
ra. It will be composed of the serv-
ants and soldiers of the ameer,
has so frequently sent soldiers to mur-
der us and steal our children and com.

0l

W il0

ure. In our
think of this. Humbly do we seek
_pardon of our chief. We promise faith-

ful
gide evermore.”

pelled us to pay tribute. These s0l- |
diers of the ameer have stolen two
beautiful girls, who were to be the

wives of my two friends. 1 was in

difficulty, and this one, the American, |

assisted me and saved my life. The
other, a Muscovite officer, had us in
his power, but released us that we
might bring the tribute to youn, my
people. In return 1 have told them
that we would go to the slloon pass
and rescue the young women they love
so well.”

“We are ready! Horses
brought from the fields!
pak, chief of the Zannuecks!”

Palpak waved his hands for silenece
and, assuming a serious mien, said.

“Iisten, O my people! Before we
gtart I have something to submit to
my captains. It was at the cave
where we hid the treasure. 1 had
divided it according to my custom—
a portion to each of my brothers, a
portion to myself, and the greater bulk
to be brought here and divided among
my people and to pay the tax demand-
ed of us by the ameer. My brothers
rebelled against my decision and, led
by Domitan, attacked me to take my
life. I was assisted by the American,
as I have said, and then the Russian
soldiers came and captured us all. But
the crime of Domitan remains. It is
the custom for the captains to settle
upon a punishment.”

“Kill him! Fasten him on a spear
and place him high!”

These cries came from all sides,
Domitan turned pale. He looked ap-
pealingly at P"alpak, but the face of
the chief was as stone.

“Q chief!” said a captain, rising,
“It is well that the Zannucks know
their chief to he always safe. If he is
hig own brothers, then

will be

Great is Pal- |

We will fight by his

i

There was a murmur, and all
turned to Palpak.

“It will be well if this is true,” he
gald. “I trust my brothers again, I
wish no confusion now. We will has-
ten to meet the soldiers of the ameer.”

There was little delay. Horses were
being led in from nearby fields, and men
with arms were gathering. On the road
to the southward they formed, and it
geemed a formidable array. First rode
Palpak, with Harvey and Orskoff,
mounted on fresh horses. After them
rode a hundred men, divided in bands
of twenty-five, each under a captain.
Then came another hundred under
Domitan, these being divided the same
may.

Harvey had never experienced so dif-
ficult a ride. At times they geemed on
the verge of going over a cliff and
burling themselves a hundred feet or
more to certain death, but the rugged
little horses seemed to know every inch
of the way and found stepping places
where a man could not as they wound
around the perpendicular scarps of
mountains. .

“1 wouldn't like to do this for a liv-
fng,” said Harvey. “I prefer to sell
windmills."

“This is real mountaineering,” an-
gwered Orskoff. But their eyes did not
meet as they spoke, for Harvey, who
was ahead, did not dare to turn his
head.

In crossing table lands they traveled
in sections, and Domitan often came
up and spoke to Palpak. He had lost
none of his surliness. Harvey could not
understand why Palpak so easily for-
gave the man who wanted to kill him,
Orskoff explained that he had talked
with the captains and learned that
Domitan was much admired for Lis
many exhibitions of bravery.

“It js a good thing for us that Domi-
tan is not chief,” said Orskefl. “He
hates us sorely.”

They camped at night in a ravine,
and the cooks of the companies pre-
pared a meal consisting mainly of
a soit of cake and coffee. After par-
takinz of a goodly quantity Orskoft
and Harvey lay down near Palpak
and went to sleep.

In the morning, refreshed, the caval-
eade set out and passed another day
in even more difficult traveling. An-
other night they ecamped on an open
field. and on the third day they came
to rest on a cliff overlooking the Si-
loon pass.

CHAPTER XX.
THE ATTACK ON THE CARAVAN.

N the morning, after waiting
and watching all night, the
caravan was discovered slow-
ly making its way along the

Palpak called Harvey and Ors-

puss,
koff to him at the edge of the cliff.
“We will attack the ecaravan in this

way,” he said. *“My men are now di-
vided. and one-half is under my broth-
er Domitan, who is very brave and a
good ofticer. His section will go up
the pass to head off the camels if they

-— =

Every
Two Minutes

Physicians tell us that all
the blood in a healthy
human body passes through
the heart once in every two
minutes, If this action be-
comes irregular the whole
body suffers. Poor health’
follows poor blood ; Scott’s .
Emulsion makes the blood
pure. One reason why

SCOTT'S
EMULSION

is such a great aid is because
it es so quickly into
the blood. It is partly di-
gested before it enters the
stomach ; a double advan-
tage in this. Less work
for the stomach; quicker
;‘nd mﬁe direct benefits.
o test amount
of e witﬁ the least pos-
sible effort is the desire of
one in poor health.
Scott’s Emulsion does just
that. A for the
better takes place even be-
fore you expect it.
= : We willsend you a

not remain in hiding while you
fighting for the girl I love."”

Domitan came up.

“It will be well for us to plan,"my
brother,” he said, “The caravan will
soon be here.”

“We have alren'y planned,” said
Palpak sternly. “You will take your
men farther up the pass, Lie in wait
there. If the camel: bearing the young
women escape, you can capture them.
1 will remain here and attack."”

“Heretofore 1 have been asked in
councilg,” said Domitan surlily.

“Yon will obey,” said Palpak.

“1t is evident,” said Harvey to Ors-
koff, “that, though Le forgives, he does
not forget.”

Domitan soon had his men under
way. They took a winding path
through the woods leading to the
pass.

“1 trust there will be as little blood-
ghed as possible,” said Harvey to Pal-
pak. “We want to get the girls, but
do not wish to commit unnecessary
murder. These soldiers simply
obeying orders, as your own men ure
doing.”

“We will save your women, but the
rest of the matter must be left 15 us.
I see by the size of the caravan that
there is much treasure.”

Tha ecaravin came on. Riding ahead

nre

was an officer of the ameer in brilllaat
garb. Following him were twenty
horsemen, all well armed. Then came
two camels, each led by a soldier. The
first bore in its howdah the girl in-
tended for the bride of the prince,
Alma was in the second one, She still
wore the uniform of the inspector gen-
eral of prisons. Then came twenty
more horsemen, a string of camels and
mules bearing merchandise of all
kinds and horses on which rode Turk-
ish., Persian and Hebrew merchants,
Silently Palpak led his men down a
steep and difficult path, They waited
in hiding til! the head 5f the caravan
was opposite. A peculiar cry from
Palpak sent them dashing into the
road. Palpak's men had left their
horses above on the ¢liff and were at a
disadvantage, but they outnumbered
the Bokharans. At the first volley
three of the ameer's soldiers fell from
their horses. A terrific outery follow-
ed, but the officer In command was
brave and ealm and soon rallied them.
They formed in a circle around the
camels bearing the two girls, while the
merchants and the camels bearing thelr
roods sceuttled for safety. DPalpak ral
lied his men and led them in a ferocious
onslaught, but the direct and steady

The iron arms of the American were
around his neck.

fire from the mounted riflemen of the
ameer sent a dozen of them to the

ground.
~ Palpak shouted out his commands |

" and formed his men for a rush, but

the ameer's men were first, and the
horses came dashing upon the Zan-
NUCKSs,
tory for the Bokharans. Orskoff and
Harvey were compelled to run aside
when the ameer's horsemen came upon
them.

The battle of the ameer's men Was
being waged chiefly by the cfficer in
command, who seemed not to know the
word fear and who seemed to be iw-

us to bullets. Mounted on a fine

horse, he led every charge. Harvey

gsaw that so long as the Bokbarans were

by this officer they were well

nigh invincible. He watched his chance

cope with the commander in per-
n.

At last it came. The officer, in mak-
ing a dash through the forces of the
Zannucks, was beset by several of
them with spesrs. He brought his
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tion, Nervous Headaches, Palpitation of
the Heart, Dizzy and Faint Spells, Nerv-
ous Prostration, Weakness, General De-
bility, and all diseases and disoriers
arising from & run-dowm condition of
the nervous system, or weak and im-
poverished blood.

With every G boxes of Dr. Hanie's
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fled along the pass, to be met by Domi-
tan with the remaining bundred.

“Yietory!” cried Harvey. “Victory!”

He sped to the camels, as did Ors-
koff, and at the command of Koura,
who could manage the beasts, the cam-
els knelt. Alma and Koura were soon
in their lovers' arms,

“My darling! My darling! You are
gaved!” cried Harvey., *“The Bokha-
rans have been defeated!”

“They would not have been,” gaid
Orskoff, “but for the brains of your
American."”

“How is it you are on Bokharan soil
against the command of the czar, my
captain?’ asked Koura.

“To save you, my sweet one; 1o
gave the girl I love. I learned my duty
from the American.”

So absorbed were they in their greet-
ings that a cry from the Zannucks did
not reach them. Happening to turn
his head, Harvey saw the form of I'al-
pak stretched upon the ground.

“Good heaven! Palpak killed!” he
exclaimed.

He rushed to the chief and found
that he was severely wounded.

“Who knows anything about sur-
gery " he asked. As no one answered,
IIarvey knelt beside the chief and be-
ean dressing the bullet wound in his
side,

“Ig it the last of me, my friend?”
gaid Palpak.

“pPerhaps not. I'm pretty good at
this sort of thing. Be patient, and
we'll see what can be done.”

The hoofs of a horse pounding the
road caused them to look up. Domitan

soon appeared,
-h.'!.'I":.,I,_

5
manaced,

-oeth the fght here?” he de-

“We have defeated the sol-

diers of the ameer.

“And so did we,” said one of the F3D
lains, “but Palpak, our chief, i nd-
o
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Already the eves of DPalpak were
glazing, and he was growibg wealiol

“Yeg, thou art chief.,” he whispa ;

Then, moticning to his captains to
gather round, be said: “Domitan is
chief. [ die.”

Domitan, as soon as he was con-

vinced that his brother was dead, be
came a changed man,

[To BE OXTINUED.]
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