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. DURHAM AGENCY BOVE in bLis room Barnes, with
: plays and manuseripts seatter- “No, but you have”

laneous matter mingled indiseriminate-

5 “a thousand detalls pass through my
mind, reminiscences of her girlhood,

and let her luminous eyes rest on me.
w iDear old friend!’ she murn redl.
: Dear old friend™” she mArry were hardly dry the manager
“Then she closed her eyes,
che was sleeping. Some time ; 3
thought she W& ”‘."”"’ ome e ansly from time to time at
elapsed when she again opened them.

gshe tightened her grasp and continued
It is not so terrible, after all ments for him to speak, the

: st as though disappoint
cet well, madam,’ 1 breathed a sigh. Then, clearing bis

throat, in a voice gomewhat
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Barnes,” she said softly. Barnes turned to
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«Am I interrupting you?" asked the the former.
soldier, glancing at the littered table.  were talking together very seriously.”

“Not at all,” answered the manager, ¥ Eaint-l"msper—“nut to grant my prin- |
recovering himself and gettling back
in his chair. “Make yourself at home. rew!” he replied, flus
e cigars on the mantel, clear eyes.
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posed the manager soO ha

had time yet to bring glanced, slightly su rised, from the
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A gleam like laughter came into her
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“Enough!” he exclaimed, separating

* gnid the sol-

he dusky hair, fell

“You look as though you

ng to Saint-Prosper.

“Nothing of consequence, Miss Ca-
hing beneath her

to ask you about
position netween the two men. Again
tume. s it appropri®, e s the swords crossed. The col

i “ g
‘Charming, my dear; charming!” he of strength were suggeste

“¢ ¥ obly Hheuht T8 B unblased | . "o machine, lightly brusbing aside
riticism!” Her dark lasbes lowered; g
a the soldier balf shy- the thrusts. Had it been but acciden

that Mauville’s unlooked for expedient

ly, balf mockingly. “What do you
% ’ had failed?
think, Mr. Saint Prosper? But the land baron’s zest only ap-
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earth, and nature lay wrapped | ith his free hand and without g‘lﬂﬂlﬂ
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You asked me
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rupting me, and 1 told you that you dering with fiercer passions as he ex-
; | amined and tested his blade.

ture of insolent and conscious pride |

his glance lighted by disdain, but gmok

tter of fact, you
[ “Engage! pxclaimed the count.

wWith ill concealed eagerness vauville 1

g to a table, Barnes took | :
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attack. ns if asserting his supremacy

inele man must tell :
' he con- | and at the same time testing his man.

The buzzing awiteh of the steel bhe-
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and lnlf-:nnw'l. intertwining sl

relizhted | features glowed, his movements be- |
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s eom. | PAITY, be lunged with a thrust o
| gtealthy his blade was beaten down
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~ only as it touched the soldier's breast.

finished the perusal of the diary, .
him expectantly, but | Mauville suddenly followed his mo-

mentary advantage with a dangerous

some Io- lunge from below. Ipruluutaﬂ_iy Barnes

manager looked away, but his wandering atten-
' | tion was immediately recalled. From
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