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HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.

@. P. REID,

Capital Authorized.. .$2,000,000
....... e e e ss 1,000,000
Reserve Fund........ 850,000

Agencies in all principal points in On-
tario, Quebec, Manitoba, United
States and England.

DURHAM AGENCY.

A general Banking business trans-

mcted. Drafts issued and collections

made on all points. Deposits re-

eeived and interest allowed at cur-
rent rates.

THE SAVINGS BANK.

Interest allowed on Savings Bank de-
posits of 31 and upwards. Prompt
attention and every facility afforded
castomers living at a distance.

J. KELLY, L6 Agent.

For all kinds of
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of the best makes
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CHAPT 1 XXIX

“She knew notkirgz of it! Don't tel
her! She is inneceac! She will neves
forgive me'”

That was all in the nature of a con
fession or an exp!r ation which could
be wrested from Drdley's captive.

He had not even asked so much ag
that, but had con‘ented himself with
securing her han'< behind her bac)
with a knotted handkerchief, and, aftes
leading her to her room and placing
her in her invalid-chair, he had tie¢
her feet together crd fastened her se
curely with blind-cord, which he had
cut down for that purpone.

The old woman had pretended par
alysis and helplesemess long enough—
she should taste the reality now.

As Dudley turned to leave the room
without deigning to address one wori
to her, she broke Into a volley of curse:
in her native tongne. At the door he
stopped to look at her,

A light was burning brightly by ths
mantelpiece, and showed him a figur
of such grotesque hideousness that, bu'
for the seriousness of the situatior
and of the work which lay before him
bhe felt he must have laughed aloud.

In her torn and crumpled gown o
yellow brocade, with a limp ruff dang
ling round her skinny throat, and a1
absurd golden wig hanging among he
unkept hair, this little, ugly, evil-look
Ing woman, crouching in the chair
with her feet tied together beneath it
Epitting curses at him in a foreig
tongue, looked like nothing in th
world but one of the nondescript fig
ures carried about in derision by Eng

As Dudley loowed at her, his fae
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AN ANGEL OF EVIL.

A Story of Intense Interest In which a Beautitul buf
Unscrupulous Woman’s Schemcs are Made : .
- to Fall by the Man She Loves.
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lish boys on the fifth of November. I

L1 .

reciin’ng, res.rg b -r cheek upon her
white arm, rou=d »%'~h 1he enamelled
si.ake brace'ct clur~ =he looked more
beautiful thon he tad cver seen her
yvet—the livir~ em! ~1iment of a great
Florentine pa nter's Jdiean,

He had never sees her hair unbound
before. He had never thought such
hair could grow on a woman’'s head,
wave after wave of perfumed silk, in
color varying from a reddish-brown to
the purest gold. Tt rippled about her,
over the yellow sllk cushions, over het
arms and shoulders gleaming white
through 8 “eves of "lack crape, and 1t
even lay, when she bent her head, like
a carpet of feathers upon the floor.
Halr to her knees, smelling so sweetly,
and eyes blue and clear as at child's,
and a figure every crrve of which was
perfection in its fu'l womanly grace,
and a skin like a p~le-pink wild-rose,
soft and smooth as a peach to the
touch, and under it—oh, the pity of it!
—a soul hard and ca’lous and cruel!

So Dudley thought as he looked down
ot her with pale s¢t face and eyes in
which no echarm of Fers could light one
spark of passion again.

“Why don't you s't down, Dudley?”
ghe inquired at lazt. “You look se
fearfully serfous str~ding there! And,
besides, you must De tired alter all that
traveling.”

CHAPTIF® XXX

Dudley bent his head.

“You are perfectly free,” he said
coldly, “to make what siatements you
please. They will not alt>r the coursa
of conduet T am resolved to follow,”™
“You mean,” she =aid. with a touch
of scorn, ‘“that, havirg decided with

rt?l: —~ the gentl
Her passionate tenderness,

accent of her voice, her beautiful blue
eyes shining up at him through tears
almost unmarned him, and it was only
by a supreme effort of will that he re-
mained cold and impressive under her

caresses. :
“From what I have learned of your
career,” he said, “you are liable to

these sudden freaks of passion—ol
what you call love. But I have no de-
sire to be married, and then poisoned
by you or your fostermother when you
tire of me as you tired of your twa
former husbands.”

Francesca cprang from him her
cheeks glowing with anger.

“Is that what you were 1told?"” gshe ex.
claimed. “Were you told also that 1,
a child of sixteen, - herless and moth-
erless, was lured from my home by a
man so base and vile that, once having
made me his wife, he not only forced
me, Francesca Revelsworth, with blows
and curses to work aad d-udge for him,
but he would hzve had me encourage
rich men to pay me court that he
might profit by the'r admiration? Do
you know what a life 1 have led and
what men I have known? Do you
wonder if T have grewn to scorn them!?
Eut for my foster-mother I should
have died under my firet husband’s
brutal treatment when he found I
would not stoop to obey him. But,
when I was 11l and almost heart-broken
with the misery of the life and disgust
of the wretch T had married, she cama
and nursed me and tended me. A littls
later the man died, and 1 was rid of
him.”™

“He dled—polsoned—you own It,
then 7"

“l do not own It,”" Francesca eald
gshrugging her &' ~~lders impatiently.
“I know nothing of it. It all happened
nine years ago. But of what value wa
a vile life such as his? If you saw a
venomous reptile blocking you path,
would you not erush it."
“You poisoned him?
aghast at her callov=ness,
“l sent for mv frater-mother*

he repealted,

gheo

bruises made by this cur, who was
gtarving me because he could not hreak

my eelf rezpect and my pride! She

returned, with sudden fire, “and =h wed |

her upon my arms and neck black |
| by the door, holding it open ior her to
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ecially—and the
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life had been a source of joy to her.
Her passions were gtrong, but her will
was stronger, and of all vices the one
hat chiefly d« iinated her was cruelty.
The light wouil flash into her eyes and

at sight of a creature in mortal agony,
and, as in the deys of old her Roman
ancestresses had revelled in the flerce
gports of the Forum, g0 Francesca set
no value upon human life, and, herself
In perfect physical health, rejoiced at
the sight of pain,

And this man before her, this man
wrtom ehe loved after her fashion,
krew her and uné ritood her and hated
her! She could not break his will, shs
*ould not dominate him, she could not
wen deceive him. So she sat and
ihought, and a sense of impotent fall-
are took possession of her,

She, beautiful splendid Francesca,
who had thcught to control a million
of money and have this man at her feet
until she tired of him—she would not
erawl like a conviet thief from this
house in the cold dawn, leaving those
two, Dudley and Betty, to triumph
sver her discomfiture. She would not
to back to a life of shifts and discom-
fort, lacking even the &' .sh service
of the creature 7ho had reared her
[rom her cradle. Dudley ! 2velsworth
should at Teast have cause t * remember
her so long as he himself gl ould live!
“I will go,” she said at last, and her
volece had a hollow far-away sound,
“You shall never be troubled with me
any more,”

With her right hand she 'ifted the

nead of the enamelled snose which
tlung to her wrist.
“Will you say ‘Good-bye’ to me?”

the asked gently.
“Good-bye!” Dudley said, and #t004

pass out.

She did not move hawever bLut lonk-

the warm bloocd would flush her cheeks
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'l have sometning Lo say to voua.” hi
ralled to his.cousin. “You musc got i)
pnd aress and come down-siairs and
Rear it."

"I have bren 7-r=ged for a long tims,’
Vrencesea answer=d from  1he othe
sice of the door. "T was disturbad by
i roise in the next room, and I haw
been L1ying to get out and calling fuy

seént 'rooms a fall line of

and
juirments ineluding
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Pianos.
the key. It had '-en turned in the
lock by her fost~: -wther, and Dudley
remembered to b~ - heard her with
draw it and inser: 't again before sh
crept into his own 'oom on her deadly
Errand,

He turned the key in the lock ani
Btepped aside to <t Francesca comu
cut. There was no light in the passage
Iut ke was erabled by the light of the
moon to see that she was dressed 1n g
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NEXT TO clinging garment of soft black crape
POST Ba[ with bhere and ther- a gleam of sllve:
OFFICE 8 ﬂy [] B* semong its folds, that her white neel

Enone through the diaphonous drajy
| ing of the material, ar4 that her mag
n_lﬁr.-ent hair flowed loosely over Le
stioulders, caught together with g
¢omb surmounted by a diamond crown
Francesca stood still for a momen
fookirg at hira.

‘You want to sveak to me, Dudley
d4ar!” she said sweetly. “Where shal
(we talk?"”

“In the bilMard-room,” he answered
shortly, and strode thither iIn from
ot Lher withoui a glance behind him
As he was lghting the gas, she lait
fier hand upon his arm.

“Then what do yr1 accuse me of?”

‘Why go throush it arain?” he asked
wearily. “A foiiure was left between
|us three Revelsv wihs, Presumably
your idea in bringing this wretched
creature with you -vas to employ her to
murder your co-Peirs, and claim the
entire property as yveur own next year;
or to kill one of i:s and marry the oth-

iil\l:::h ;E-I:I:;II:::L:.} o all kinds, :r-:n- ]u.r:t""l.{} unfasien the door. I ap ;"E'. I!.'lhﬁugh }:r,'-t Weon 1-3”".1... averse from
Sl B : I...]:n . ‘.H".‘H an 2 arrangement, beivg already

. sl LI P L she had irdeed called for h.f'lr.l | married, ;
TUI LUl I'ql_-|I |--|-.|"|. H-.[H.- = I II I.”II“"FH, jl}lhj :..}_- r!rl;.li” Il!' . .",] l_l Il[]t 4“‘::“ 'I- her i h‘!arriel! ?lj £
Blatehford Organs and But she was sper.1g the truth abow | __ 15 N© more lies on that subject |

are necessary. ‘ this hour yesterday
I was In Paris v ' your husband. and
heard from him tlie entire story of your
wmarried life."™

“He toid vop?™

“It would p2 —»~=p accur ;
sold me the in:-. ﬂ-rrlhc:u'nl.l"mB S

“And you bellr e the word of such a
crea‘ ;> ar thet against mine?”

“I helleve nelther him nor you. But
his «i.rv 1ta the more credible, and |
have notl t=#'~d his powers of lying as
1 have yours. ™

“Dudler.” Francesca cried, and sud-
deuiy clasyed ber hands, “how can you
be 8o hard? You love me—you were
going to marry me ——"

“That was a trick to throw vou off
your guard, and to make that creature
DE yours show her hand!" he interrupt-
ed.

Francesca stared =t him with dilated
eyes for a moment. and then suddenly
cast herself upon his breast, twining
her arms about him. laying her beaati-
ful head upon his shoulder, and mur-

he conld see me drocged to prison. or
foreed into a witness-box, to be brow-
beaten and insulted and made to lay
bare the story ef v wretched life be-
fore a court filied with sneering and
unfeeling strange-s?
me that your brother would have given
his life for me: arAd vet for his sakm
you are determined to
this!"

“What did you evpeect if vour cuilt
were discovered?” he asked. “What
| mercy did*you hape to receive?”
“I do not a=" fe- mercy, I do not
| own to guilt,” -~ answered proudly.
“But T looked for 'ave and tendernesz
from you, Toving *-u as I do, and be-
lieving that you lev2d me. T am your
afflanced wife, and vnu are, hesides. my
cousin, the only v ie relative T hava
in the world, the n-2 to whom T shonla
naturally look for p-otectlon. You can
tarture me, prrsaeote me, hound ma
down with false arcusations, blast my
character in the eves of the wor'd —¥v
can ruin my life and break my heart:
but what ean yor prove? That iny
foster-mother, Margherita Spara, un-
known to me, belleving that she wus
gerving my interests, attempted to
poison my relatives, also that, on ona
occaslon when yen actually surprised
her in the attempt. she had taken tha
precaution to lock me into my room
lest I should interfare, “T tell you that
that foclish and iguorant old woman
will never dare to face me again now
that T know she has tried to injure
you! Have her geired and tried for it
if vou like—It is a ratter of parfect in-
difference to me what beromes of hep

muring softly to him with warm 1ip#
that touched his neck.

“Dudley, Dudley, say it is not true—

“Not in here,” se sald pleadinelv
with a little shndier. “It:;: lsn gii
and bare and ch.li and unfriendly !
“l have nothuag triendlv to g¢~v
you™ he returned harshly.

room will do as well as any other.”
“Please—] must have my own way ig
this!" she demurred, with that half-
caressing. half-imperative accent he
knew so well. “Even if we are

to be unfriendly, we will be unfriendly
comfortably. Come to my little room!”
Without waiting for his assent sha
moved Lelwwe him in her trailing black
garments towards the room she had
furnished on the same floor, and di-
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say vou are doing this to try me! 1 am
innocent of everything—I have no con.
trol over that woman! She is my fos-
ter-mother, and she adores me:; she
cannot live out of my sight; she has
been with me all my life. I have noth-
ing but pity for her: she worships me,
and, if she did indeed try to murder
you or your brother, it was her crazy
jealousy that prompted her, because
she feared lest I m.ight marry one ot
you. She has been the only person in
the world that cared for me, dear: [
could not turn ber away to starve
And she knew—what you cannot un.
derstand—that I love you—love yon
with all my soui! Even when you are
hard and unkind te me, I love you, ana
when you speak cr-zlly to me, T long
40 kiss the words v ay upon your lips
Night after night I dream of you. ane
lie awake thinkiag -{ you. I keep vou
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portrait urdes wiy . lizw like 2 1yve
slck girl, aad almo.: wear it awoy wiig

- would not drag from her one word

now—but the torttres of the rack

mh!;h would Ineriminate me!*”
“You will soon have eVery opportun.
ity of proving yorr Innu-euuczpzer:?n
'nll the world,” Dud'ey returned coldiy
“You have also now had fair w..rnlni
of what I mean to n, and, 1If you wigh
:aa?luc-apei from this house to-night, 1
make no attempt '
.'Yu;lI: are quite free tn :u_P REA v
' _%1e went to the daor, and threw
open to emphasize his words. He v::
beginning to feel acutely the strain of
this long interview with a woman
whom he had everr reason to distruge
and hate, but to whose personal witeh.
ery he could not be wholly indifferent.

g ::inm hﬂ“h‘ and eloguence of

You have lold |

treat me lika |

.he cushions, and endeavored to un-
| Xlasp the rigid fingers which still ¢lasp-
| ¥l the head of the enamelled snake.
' Just Dbencath them two small dark
| Junctures on the white skin told theip
iwn tale,

Dudley Jaid his handkerchief overp
| 1er distorted face and agonized blue
'yes, and smoothed her long bright
| 1air. Then, with a heart full of pity
ind pain, he locked the door and left
he dead woman alore.

L W - [ ] L ] W L

| At midsummer of (he following year
he settlement of ihe IlETE‘iF\‘.';JIIh
yroperty took plare, and the fortune, in
ursuit of whick t=o lives had been
sacrificed, becam« e gole property of
Judley Revelswaorth,

He, for his part. did not trouble to
‘ome forward and o'aip jt leaving the
‘usiness to his lawy~"s, Kver sine: the
listr=ssing suicide of his cousin, to
vhe o it was reported that he had boen
g 2d to be manied, Dudley han
wvo! »d England. ~nd had spent hia

ﬁe;‘u!lth it.
t was unlikely that Dudley won
take any steps to trace l:::': a:dﬂ,‘

whether she contriv 1

back to Italy, or wheth A
irs witchlike, i s S hew
*olony in the

3111, is unknown to ‘his day,

M the Revelsworth
nent, Mr.
jusan the
iler an in

oo &) h;:n the barits of the Thames,
)¥ Dudley when
¥ith his services e

Mr. Welldoa be Com=
plain, “what With (h- soresd o

Adme tiaveling i» >~ North of Eur
#.Ifter Francesra = fneral, Hrzttyuhinnpt::
lngion accepted a rressing invitat'on
0 stay with Madema Giles, the serve
ints were paid off and Revelswarth
House, with its ugly memories, waa
deserted, until a terant was at leng:y
found for it in the person of an old
gentleman with whom economy was 8
itronger factor than =1perstition,

Of that sinister figure which had
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in a few hours of Fr-nregra's death sha
¥as found to have d'-appeared, haviry
treed herself from b-r bonds and wi_g
tat-like agility escar~d from the wi -
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_Arthur Gun, M

PEYHICIAN AND SURM
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Dr. T. G. Holt, L.
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