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' } there wi nt spurts of flame and
. | OCTH= snalties, which set the
! v ng into the gloom, and
L = 13 ite tents. Then
! thev = wently and vowed that
| i this snt, tut not war
i Ind pot. The regiment
conld ' r reprisals against the
. i,. A fran the ¢ "nirysi Lee Ts
j b du| rward and make con
- 'I! nectl \ » Scotch and t'iurj:;.'i‘::
g i I Troo = it Wik brigaded. The
g Al s K i and knew,. too, after
] i their B shots, that they
; ' . Wi i a raw regiment
- - I 1 voted themoelves to
- ; . r 1z the Fore and Aft en
3 h | the s r anyvthing would they
" g hi | liberties with a sea
: 8001 th the wicked little
1 H i 3 lelieht 1t was to l1e ont
i i1 rik and stalk
' ' 1 th the terrible, big
]., : M v women's clothes who
' - ’ praying to their God in
I : the | . and whose peace of
I k) ] ut of *‘smiping’’ conld
: shak those wile Sikhs, who
' . T niationsly anprepared
' E Al ont =nach grim reward to
! \ th ! to profit by that nnpre-
, it Lhis white regiment was
% | : ditlers to different It slept like
R \ | .l' i o ah e a hog, charged in every
. . : dir cm 1t was ronsed. Its sen-
.. . ‘ | J 3 tries . with a footfall that counld
- i L8« Dbe heu r a quarter of a mile: would
.1 ' . fire at ¢ that moved—even a
2 : driveu ot ind. when they bad
| . Ol L. |  selentifically **rnsh-
' | 1 &) el | ta horror and an offense
! | A Agninsi the w 14 sun Then there
. i g were camD followsss who siraggled and
L w'  could be ¢ ip withoat fear Thaer
| : shricks wor the white | LLY 2y
' | and the loss of ces wonld in
} '} convenience them sorely
i | ! Tl 1 tie hidden eno
| my i1 e th nent
B! writh i 1 ! ks it
l conld i ; ! r tri
' . 0 N wWas : i I  eunding
I 1n i | eIl ropes, L
. E  ¢Coli LUVas 3
!I iil rlon ' | qnen wWho :
i : gl i Was i gZreat
? dee] - sat, and it shook
| § the ; n nerves of the Fore
I . thal (hey o i
Deer) T ed 1o ‘=& up o this
ot . v **2 o Cclock 1m the morn-
s and they =0 {ar had !-Ih.-'_‘-'
d 1 =hooting their comrades
al £ Lnelr sleep
] discontented, cold. savaze,
8i ' wir untiorms dalled and
1 1. the Fore and Aft joined their
5 bri:ad
: ] r von had a tongh time of it
coming np.” s=aid the brizadier But
1 When =aw the hospital sheeta his
r face fell
¥ “This i= bad.” said bhe to himself
: “They re aus rotten as esheep.” And
1 . alond to the colonel **I'm afraid we
. ean’t spare von jost vet. We want all
1 we have. else | shonld bave givem yon
_ ‘ ¢ tem days to recrmit In
) 1 ( The colonel winced. **On my honor,
" ; mir.” he returned, “‘there i3 not the
£ least mpecessity to think of sparing us
y My men have been rather maunled and
P ap=et without a fair return  They only
sy Want fo go 1o s imew here where thl:jl'
L ean see what's before them. '
N “Can’'t say ] think much of the
g, 8 Fore and Aft. "' enid the brigadier in
[ a E‘.I,;:.'- lence to  his  brigade major
ul *“ihey've lost all their soldiering. and
h . i by the trim of them migzht have marched
t through the country frcm the other
) I:ﬁiﬁ-- A more fageed ont set of men |
y ! ;lnu-u--rl'_r-:* yes on
o TR, The) improve as the work
B 3 ] goeson. | irade rloss has been rab-
'y 8 bed oif a Little, bat they'll put on field
1 P 1 Delowe long,  suld the brigade
¥ # major. **They've been manled, and they
'y ']qu.h don’'t understand it
i'i ! They did 1 All the hitting was on
1 f one side, and 1t was eroelly hard hit-
!'ﬂ B fIng. wWith accessories that made them
= 1 ':‘;’r-h . Lhere was also the real sickness
‘; C Bl that laid bold of a strong man and
s .0 dragged hbhim bowling to the grave
; l‘ ‘°rs Enew just as

E A Worst of all. their of
' Bl little of the country as the men them-
_.*El-].'l..'- =% 1 ied as of l']]l':.' did The
S Fore and Attt were in a thoroughly un-
geatisiactory condition, but they believed
Sfthat all would Le well if they could
r » Jonce get a fair go in ut the enemy Pot
acts up and down the valleys were an-
matisfactory. and the bayonet never
i seemed to get a chance Perhaps it was
@8 well, for a long limbed Afghan with
'!f knife kad a reach of eight feet and
“®eounld carry away enoungh lead to disable
' A ¥ghree Englishmen The Fore and Fit
Siwonld like some rifle practice at the
stenemy—all T00 rifles blazing together
* = That wish showed the mood of the men
¥ The Gurkhas walked into their camp.,
nd in broken. barrack room English
strove to fraternize with them: offered
pem pipes of tobacco and stood them
reat ut the canteen  But the Fore and
A ft, not knowing much of the nature
of the Gurkbas, treated them as they
ould treat any other ‘*niggers,” and
e little men in green trotted back to
geir firm friends. the bighlanders, and,
with many grins, confided to them
hat dam white regiment no dam
e Sulky—ugh! Dirty—ugh! Hya,
ny tot for Johnny?" Whereat the
righlanders smote the Gurkhas as to
kead and told them neot to vilify a
ish rerziment, and the Ghnrkas
nned cavernonsly, for the highland-
s were their clder brothers and em-
itled to the privil:ges of kinship The
goldier who touches a Gurkha

I e
=

] Three days later the brigadier ar-
ranged a battle according to the rules

of war and the peculiarity of the Af-
' ghan temperament The enemy were
' massing in inconvenient strength

" among the hills, and the moving of

" many green standards warned him that
| the tribes were “‘up’’ in aid of the Af-
- ghan regular troops A sq

available cavairy. and two screw guns,
boirowed from a colomn 20 miles away.
the artillery at the general's disposal
| *If they stand. as I've a very strong
notion that they will, 1 fancy we shall
see an infantry fight that will be worth
watcking, " said the brigadier. *“We'll
do it in style Each regiment shall be
played into action by its band, and
we'll hold the cavalry in reserve.’
“For all the reserve? somebody
aAsked
“For all the reserve, becanse we're
going to ernmple them wup,’” said the
brigadier, who was an extraordinary
brigadicr and did not believe in the
value of a reserve when dealing with
Asiatics  And indeed, when youn come
to think of it, had the British army
consistently waited for reserves in all
its little affairs. the boundaries of ounr
empire wounld have stopped at Brighton
beach

That battle was to be a glorious bat-
tle.

The three regiments, debouching from
three separate gorges, after duly crown-
ing the heights above, were to converge
from the center, left and right upon
what we will call the Afghan army,

then stationed toward the lower ex- |

tremity of a flat bottomed valley. Thus
it will be seen that three sides of the
valley practically belonged to the Eng-
lish, while the fourth was strictly
Afghan property. In the event of de-
feat the Afghans had the rocky hills to
fly to. where the fire from the guerrilla
tribes in aid would cover their retreat.
In the event of victory these same tribes
would rush down and lend their weight
to the rout of the British.

The screw guns were to shell the head
of each Afghan rush that was made in
close formaticn, and the cavalry. held

n reserve 1 the rIght viliey, wers to
gently stimulate the break up which
would follow on the combined attack
1he brigadier. sitting opon a rock
overicoking the valley, would wutch
the battle unrolled at his feet The Fore
atd Aft wonld deboneh from the cen-
tral gorge, the Guarkhas from the left
and the bighlanders from the rizht, for
' 'ason that the left flank of the
eliciny seemed as though it reguired
the most hammering. It was not every
duy that an Afgbhan force wonld take
ground in the open, and the brigadier

was resolved to make the most of it.
“If we only had a few more men,’
he sald plaintively, **we could surround

the creatures and ernmble "em up thor-
As it is, I'm afraid we can only |

oughly
cat them up as they run
pity.’

The Fore and Aft had enjoved unbro-
ken peace for five days and were begin-
ning, in spite of dysentery, to recover
their nerve. But they were not happy.
for they did mot know the work in

It's a great

nadron and & ' paces forward and lying down again.
half of Bengal lancers represented the | according to the regulations Once in

/
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[ such devilish precision. |
| The Fore and Aft continn-d togo for-
ward, but with shortened stride. Where |

5 were the other regiments, and why did |

these niggers use Martinist They took
‘open order instinctively. lying down

and firing at random, roshing a few i
|

this formation each man felt himself
desperately alone and edged in toward

- bis fellow for comfort’s sake ,

Then the crack of his peichbor's rifle
at bis ear led him to fire s rapidly as
he could—again for the sake of the
vowmfort of the noise The reward was
not long delayed. Five volleys plunged
the files in banked smoke impenetrable
to the eye, and the bullets began to
take ground 20 or 80 yards in front of
the firers, as the weight of the bayonet
drugeed down and to the right arms
wearied with bolding the kick of the
lenping Martini  The company cowp
manders peered helplessly tlirough the
s1oke, the more nervous mechanically
trying to fan it away with their helmnets

“*Hizh and to the left!'” bawled a
captain till be was hoarse **No good!
Ceapse firlog, and let it driftaway a bit.

Three aud fonr ties the bugles
shrieked the order. and when it was
obeved the Fore and Aft looked that
their foe should be lying before them in
mown swaths of men A light wind
drove the smoke to leeward and show-
ed the enemy still in position and ap-
parently nnaflfected A guarter of a ton
of lead bad been buried a furlong in
front of them, as the ragged earth at-

' tested I

A privateof the Fore and Aftspun np
his company shrieking with agony. an-
other was kicking the eurth and gasp-
ing. and a third, rvipped through the
lower intestines by a jugzzed bullet, was
calling alond on his comrades to put
him ont of his pain These were the

' casnalties, and they were not soothing
to hear or see The smoke cleared to a
dull haze.

. Then the foe began to shout with a |
sreat shouting, snd a mass—a black |
wiass—detached itself from the wmain
body and rolled over the gronod at hor
rid speed. It was composed of perbaps
¥0UU men, who would shout and fie aud

if the rush of their 50 comrades
who were determined to die carried
home. The 50 were Ghazis, half mad-
dened with drogs and wholly mad with
religions fanaticism. When they rushed
the British fire ceased, and in the Iunll
the order was given to close ranks and
meet them with the bayvonet.

Any one who knew the business could
have told the Fore and Aft that the only
way of dealing with a Ghazi rosh is by
volleys at long ranges, becanse a man
who means to die, who desires to die,
who will gain heaven by dving, must,
in nine cases out of ten, kill 1 man who
has a lingering prejudice in favor of life
if he can close with the latter. Where
they should have eclosed and gone for-
ward, the Fore and Aft opened out and
skirmished, and where they shonld have
opened ont and fired, they closed and
waited.

slash

who were unaccustomed to weaponsof | much enemy.

' men lock to their own front.

' solid formation, and the rear rank de-

e — —

There was a faroff clapping of bands

There would be amuse-
grom the Gurkhas and a roar from the

ment. The little men hitched their ku-

l"ll - = el : ] 1 t

kris well to band and gapeﬂ expec & hlghlun{]urh in the ﬂ:st'nn_ ce, but pever a
¥ - L

ly at their officers as terriers grin €Ie | ...t was fired by British or -l-ﬂﬂm

the stone is cast for them to fetch. The | qy, tyo little red dots

Gurkhas' ground sloped downward to
the valley, and they enjoyed a fair ‘F]t;ﬁ"‘ Bty |
of the proceedings. They eat upon tae But of all the world's mw
h‘ﬂ'WIdm to Wﬂtﬂh-. Eﬂr l“-'IE“.' nﬂiEE_l.‘E There's ij}nq;;_,“ --:rt:‘ll?“.‘m'mw.

were not going to waste their wind in w!_tt': rh:f-'ﬂ_:;f:a;; ptudisi b

assisting to repulse a Ghazi rush more | The men of the Fore and Aft were
than balf a milo away. Let T gathering thicl: ot the entrance into the
plain. The brigadicr on the heights far
above was specclless with rage. Still

po IMOYeImeni s
gtaid to watch
. Jakin halted :
of the assembl]

“Hi, yil" said the subadar major,
who was sweating profusely. *‘Dam
fools yonder, stand close order! Tin_ﬂ i
no time for close order; it's the time
for volleys. Ugh!”

Horrified, amused and indignant, the

the children.
1d beat the long roll
while the fife squealed

Gurkhas beheld the retirement—let us dESPATNEN: g o e,
be genﬂt’r——i.lf the Fore and Aft with a Fﬂu'rﬂb dronk!” sald Jakin. ThEI

running chorus of caths and commenta-
ries.

qrehed back.
s of antigquaty
v cannen Lull

wheeled and u
. ' MThore heor
The white men run!

To scare t heir foes withall

The rLJIL‘
of the valley
men in that tin .
ation will never be known, fcr neilber
officers nor men speak of it now

«They are coming anew !’ shouted a
priest ainong the Afghans *Do not kill
Talke them alive und they
faith. "

But the colonel wonld have ncnelnf
it **Let the beggars be cut up a lit-
tle,”* said he wrathfully. ‘‘Serves ‘em
right They'll be prodded intc facing
round in a minute.”’ He looked through
his fieldglasses and caught the glint of
an officer's sword.

“‘Beating 'em with the flat—damned
copscripts! How the Ghazis ave walk-
ing into them!"' said he

The Fore and Aft, heading back, bore
with them their officers. The narrow-
ness of the pass forced the mob into

the boys!
ghall be of o

But the iirst volley bad been ﬂre-;!,
and Lew dropped on his face Jakin
etood for a minute, spun round and col-
lapscd., as the Fore and Aft came for-
livered some sort of a wavering volley.  yypq, the maledictions of their officers
The Ghazis drew off, for they did pot
know what reserves the gorge might
hide Moreover, it was pever wise to
chase white men too far. They return-
ed as wolves return to cover, satisfied

ghame of open shame.

Half the wen bad seen the drommers
die, and they made no gign. They did
not even shout. T]I{!}‘ doubled out

and only stopping toslash at the wound-
ed on the ground. A guarter of a mile
had the Fore and Aft retredted, and now,
jammed in the pase, was quivering with
pain, shaken and demoralized with fear.

*'(Get buck! Get back, you cowards—
yvorn wuinen! Right abont face—column
of  cowpanies, form—you hounds!
shontea the colonel, and the subalterns
Lut the regiment wanted

and they did not Lre.

«This, " said the colonel of Gurkhas
goftly, *‘is the real attack, as it cught
to have been delivered. Come on, my
children. ™’

“Ulu-lu-lu-lu!"" =squealed the Gur-
khas, and came down with a jovful click-
ing of kukris——tlose vicious Gurkba
knives.

On the right tiu The

=wore #lonud re was no rush.

to ¢ o—10 go auywhere out of the range highlanders. cannily commending their
of these werciless knives [tswayed to souls to God (o i+ watters as wuch to
and froirresolutely with shontsand out- * 4 3003 an whether he bas been shot
eries, while from the right the Gorkhas in a border scifile or at Vaterloo),
ﬂl'll:.I:L‘ﬂ Vi Hl". after "n'i:]]l.'}' of 1-1'51,1113 l.*l":"l‘:l'll LGOS A E M (] ”'-.'{'Ull-ii.].: to thelr

stopper Snider bullets at long range in-  custom—1iLit 18 (o say, without Leat
to the mob of the Ghazis returning to
their own troops.

The Fore and Aft band, thongzh pro-
tected from direct fire by the rocky
knoll under which it had sat down. fled

1lz—while the screw
tile ih.'; prif-
rementioned, dropped

.

I

pnd withont i2.terve
Fnns. b i1 ol
nent mad fort ai
chell after sheil

| e LR e
thie L.cEering g

n o .
wdl & i i i =

into the cluasters ro
reer standarcds on the

at the first rush. Jokin and Lew wonld hais i
4 - > = ljnlu' e
have fled also, but their short legs left falid Sl .

: ) “*{lnrrgin i= an ounfertnnate neces-
them 50 wards in the rear, and by the _ RS 11.1 : S ,,E _,rj,{; ¢
time the band had mized with the regi- . *° A S e EE A B e

; - the viclit company of the highlanders.

ment they were painfully aware that I G : s g
they would bhave to close in alone and ARICRE. SR8 T S A TR .
ansupported. am 1umi.:1|1 bt '.tTw1_-I * o a
“‘Get back to that rock.' masped l--..:.. 3 |£ ‘.-u--- Glack :.r‘nll,-:st:;_lm 1:1:11_'11
Jakin. *‘They won'’t see us there.’’ !::.t;- r. otewarrt, man., youre firin
- into the eve of the sun, and he'll not

And they returned to the scattered tak i (
- ™ ¥ o 0 T [} o 5 g L ] & ¥ -
instruments of the band. their heart diEe 4Dy nDHrin 10or goverment ammn

COine

orailel to the ememy’s

1 ihe enemy The day |

—

R
w!. but men who stand or fall h!ﬂ
errors of their opponents may b g
Iimﬂt tﬂ!’ﬂiﬂ!‘ chance i]]'l',u dﬁn
The bucketing “~ent forward Wernily
The j.fghln 1. .28 were upon the -
—the run of wearied wolves wj, e
and bite over their shoulders T
lances dipped by twos and threes o
with a shriek, up rose the layg, n

like a spar on a stormy sea, as the gy

| er, cantering forward, cleared his Paing

The lancers kept between theiy prey
the eteep hills, for all who coy)g

w
- trying to escape from il. Tall{er?
death. The highlanders gave the fuﬁ-_

tives 200 yards’ law, and they brongp

them down, gasping and choking

they could reach the protection of the

. bowlders above. The Gurkhas f)], o

' on their own account, for they liy

guit, but the Fore and Aft werg killi

d peg.

ned a mass of men bctween th; e

' onets and a wall of rock, and the flash

of the rifles was lighting 1he Wadded

. coats.

“They runl s % a'er su
' Colenel Sahib, may we also do a little Nor knew ihe force o' powder—
running "' murmured Runbir Thappa, wHere they come!’' said Jakin *'Go |
the senior jemadar on, Lew!’

“We cannot bold them, Capy,

Sahibl” panted a ressaidar of lanee,

| “Let us try the carbine. The lanej

and Aft were pouring out |
What officers had said to |
. of shame and bumili- |

in their ears and in their bearts the |

A man dragged from his blankets half

nesrly bursting their ribe. 1_:-.-+-|1'm? 1‘-&. foot lower unr} a great cl_ual
elover! What are the English doint |

hand and. had they known, would not | 8Wake and 1‘”1f*-'ﬂ is never il} i pleasant
have known how to do it. Throughout | frame of mind. Nor does his happiness
these five days in which old soldiers | 1Dcrease when he watches the whites of

might bave tanght them the craft of the | the eyes of 800 six foot fiends upon

¢ more than likely to bave his head

game they discussed together their mis-
adventures in the past—how such a
one was alive at dawn and dead ere the
dusk, and with what shrieks and strug-
gles such another bad given up his soul
nnder the Afghan knife Death was a
new and horrible thing to the sons of me-
chanics who were used to die decently
of zymotic disease. and their careful
conservation in barracks had done noth-
ing to make them look upon it with
less dread.

Very early in thedawn the bngles be-
gan to blow, and the Fore and Aft. filled
with a misgnided enthnsiasm. turned
ent without waiting for a cup of coffee
and # bis¢mit and were rewarded by
being kept nnder arms in the cold while
the other regiments leisurely preparved
for the fray

The Fore and Aft waited, leaning upon
their rifles and listening to the protests
of their empty stomachs The colonel
did his best to rewedy the defaunlt of
lining #s soon &2 it was borne in npon
b that the affair wonld vot begin ot
onve, rud so well did he snececd that
the coffee was just ready when--the
men meved coff. their band leading
Even then there had been a mistake in
time. and the Fore nnd Aft came ont
into the valley ten minntes befoure the
proper bonr Their bund wheeled to the
right ufter reacking the open aud re-
tired behind a little rocky knoll, still
playing. while the regiment went past

It was not a pleasant sight that open-
ed on the unobstructed view, for the
lower end of the valley appeared to Le
filled by an army in positicn—real and
actunal regiments attired in red coats
and—of this there was no doubt—firing
Martini-Hepnry bullets, which c¢ut op
the ground 100 yards in front of the
lesding company Over that pockmark-
ed ground the regiment bad to pass,
and it opened the ball with a general
and profound courtesy to the piping
pickets. duocking in perfect timue, as

thongh it had been brazed on a rod. |

Being half capable of thinking for
itself, it fired a volley by the simple
process of pitching its rifle into its
ehoulder and pulling the trigger
bullets may have accounted for some of

|
the watchers on the hillside, but they |

certainly did not affect the mass of ene-

my in front, while the noise of the rifles | In the morning—in the morning by the bright
drowned any orders that might have

been given _

**Good God!"" said the brigadier, sit-
ting on the rock high above all *‘That
regiment has spoiled the whole show
Hurry up the others, and let the screw
guns get oft.’

Ent the screw guns, in working round
the heights, had stumbled upon a wasps’
nest of a small mud fort, which they
incontinently shelled at 800 yards, to
the huge discomfort of the occupants,

The

| whose beards the foam is lying, upon

| whose tongnes is a roar of wrath, and

' in whose hands are three foot knives.

The Fore and Aft heard the Gurkha

bugles bringing that regiment forward
at the double, while the neighing of
the highland pipes came from the left. |
They strove to stay where they were,
though the bayonets wavered down the

 line like the oars of a ragged boat

| Then they felt body to body the amaz-

| ing physical strength of their foes. A
shriek of pain ended the rush, and the
knives fell amid scenes not to be told.
The men cluobbed together and smote
blindly—as often as not at their own |
fellows. Their front cruompled like pa-
per, and the 50 Ghazis passed on, their
backers, now drunk with svccess, fight-
ing 28 madly as thay

Then the rear ranks were bidden to

vlose up, and the suobalterns dashed into
the stew—alone, for the rear rank had

| heard the clamor in front. the yeils
and the bowls of pain, and had geen the

dark. stale blood that makes afraid
They were pot poing to stey It was

the ruoshing «f the c¢amps over ugein
Let their ofiicers go to hell if they
choge. They wounlld get away fiom tle
knives
“*Come on!"" shrieked the su:lalterns,
and their men. cursing thon, diew
back, each closing into Lis neichbor sud
wheeling round
Charteris and Devlin, sabalterns of
the last company. faced their death
' alone in the belief thal their wen weuld
{ollow
| “You've killed ... yon cowsards!” |
|snhhed Devlin &nd cropped. cut from
' the shoulder strap to the center of the
chest, and a fresh detuchment of his
men retreating. always retreating,
trampled him underfoot as they made |
' for the pass whence they bad emerged

| I kissed her in the kitchen and | kissed her in

| the hall. '
|

|

Child'an, child'un, follow mel
Oh, :ﬂllllj. said the cock, is he gwine to ki=s us
all?
Halla—halla—halla halleloiah!

The Gurkhas were pouring throngh

' the left gorge and cver the beights at the |
' donble to the invitation of their regi-

- mental quickstep. The black rocks were |
crowned with dark green spiders as the |
bugles gave tongue jubilantly

light!
When Gabriel blows his trrmpet in the morn

ing! |

The Gurkha rear companies tripped
and blondered over loose stones. The
front files halted for a moment to take
stock of the valley and to settle stray
boot laces Then a hapry little sigh of
contentment soughed down the ranks,

below was the enemy,
them that the Gur-

80 bastily. There was

.....

. Gurkhas fired at them.

blows and abuse. Theijr red coate sh
' at the head of the valley, and Eh?:g

- the:i l!:asry retreat meant
- and had not moved therefore, lay | Which the Afghans i
| a mllu ﬂf f ]ETE] mnd dﬂttﬂ uslr ."hl; : ﬂnd HhHnns II‘.ItEIJﬂL'd t'll.'l' re

the boys kept sheulder

“Come on. yon dogs!’ m ttered | “Ponge is ch
Jakin to himself **Are we to lﬂl;r for- | the band n'i tl;::dhn“:::rd lt: :l::ht?h t
ever!’ Lew was staring straight in ' ghans chased till they .hruhe i e
front of him and marching m i detachmen e Ht!.h
gl g more stiffly ts much wore difficult to dis-
e ier hiﬂ bad done on parade. pose of than large masses.
Wi tter mockery of the distant |  “Seel” quoth the brigadier. *
e old tune of the old line eh-illcq | tivg has come as I arranged.
and rattled cut their base, and now we' e
Ao o "A direct bam

““Here’s a nice show fer us " said
Jakin, throwing himself full length on
the ground. **A bloomin fine show for
British infantry! Ob, the devils!
They've gone an left us alone herel
Wot’ll we do "

Lew took possession of a cast off wa-
ter bottle, which mnaturally was full of
canteen rum, aud drank till he coughed
Again.

“Drink!"" said he shortly **They'll
come back in a minute or two—von
gee, " /

Jul:i:_l drank, but there was no sign of
the regiment's return. They conld hear
a dull clamor from the head of the val-
ley of retreat, and saw the Ghazis slink
back, quickening their pace as the

They're very quiet there in the center
Runnin agzin "

The English were not running. They
were hacking and bewing and stab-
bing. for, though one white man i= scl-
dom physically a match for an Afghan

through the pressure of many white

venge in bis heart bhe becomes capable
of doing mmch with both ends of his
rifle The Fore and Aft held their fire
till one bullet conld drive throv:=h five
or six men, and the front of the Afzhan

lected their men and slew them with
deep gasps and short hacking conghs
and groanings of leather belts Aagainst
etrained bodies and realized for the first
time that an Afehan attacked is [ar
!['EH fcrimidable than an Afghan attack-
ing. which fact ¢ld soldiers might Lave
told thewm

But they had no old soldiers in ti i
ranks

The Gurkhas® stall ot the bazaer wWias
the noisiest. for the men were engaged

“We're all that's left cf the band,
2n we'll be cut up as sure as death
gaid Jakin

“I'll die game, then.” eaid Lew
thickly, fumbling with his tiny drum-
mer's sword. The drink was working on
his brain us it was on Jakin's .

*'Old on! I know somethin better
than fightin, " eaid Jukin, stung by the
splendor of a suodden thonrlit due
chiefly to rnm.  **Tip cur blusuin cow-
orcs yorder the word to come back, The
Paythan becgors are well away, Come
on, Lew! Wewon't get hurt Tale the
fife wa give me the drum  The *Gld
“tep’ for all your blocmin guts are
verth! There's u few o' onr wen com-
i}: Lack mow  Staud wp, you drunlken
little defanltcr! Ly your right—quick
march!"

He slipped the drum eling over his
shonlder. thrust the fife into Lew's
band. and the two Loys marched out of
the cover of the rock into the open,
making a hideous hash of the first bars
of the **British Grenadiers, ™’

As Lew had suid. a few of the Fore
and Aft were connng back sullenly und
shamefacedly unnder the stimulns of

on the bleck—with the knkri. w hich
taey prreferred to the kbavonet. wel]
*Enowing how the Afrhan Lates the balf
ovn Llipde
:";ri‘ 11:‘1: Afrhens wavered the Tecn
'-'*‘I:iﬁi::ZIF'l!th.i-l'i the monntain moved cown
to il:-r~]blllill‘!Tl D a last rally. which
was tnwise The luncers, chnling in 1he
right gorge, Lad tarice dispatched their
only enbaltcrn e selloper to report un
t.hc*lpru;:rum- of ufiaits. Cn the thitd (e
casion hLe retorned with a Lnijet Lluze
on his knee, sweaying strange vuths in
Hindnsti« ce and SHYINZ thut all things
were reacy  So that sqnadron s WhDg
ruu:_:ri Lhe right of the highlanders with
a Wicked whistling of wind in the 1 n-
bons of ite lances and fell npon the
remmant jost when, aeccrding to all
:he rlnlm of war, it sbonld bave waited
;}'nt;: 1e foe to show more sigus of woy-
But it was & dainty

delivered. and it 2
finding ended

them were wavering ba '

] Yoneta. But be-
tween Ehlﬂ shattered line and the enewny,
who with Afghan suspicion feared that

an ambnsh

charge, dcftly
C by the cavalry
itselfl at the bhead of the puss hy
down the track that the lt:;::
bad made strean:ed IWo companies of
mmﬂihng' snd | It:;g::;unl;iqrs.ﬂ?hich Wus never intended
| onlder. e brigadier. The ye
f::i:‘l h“TIIl]E“]E the drom 48 one ; was Hﬂ?ﬂ!‘ﬁﬂfﬂl It dEtHl'::iE:::u:::f:t
Pitimi E ne ];::_ne fife made a thin ang | from bie base as a Epunge is tory fmtﬂ
v < queaking, but the tune carrieq ® Yock and left him ringed about with
. even to the Ghurkhas fre in that pitiless plain. Apd us u

the wounded.
The tune settled into full

—10 & naety noise, as of beef being cut |

good, but it wastes time.’

They tried the carbine, and still the
enemy melted away—fled up the hillg
by hundreds when there were only g
bullets to stop them. On the by 5_-:1.:.:11.,
screw guns ceased Uring—they had rgy
out of ammunition—and the brigadie
groaned, for the musketry fire could g
sufficiently emash the retreat Long be
fore the last volleys were fired the Jjt.
ters were out in force looking for th
wounded. The battle was over, and
for want of fresh troops the Afghgy
would have been wiped off the earth
As it wus they counted their dead iy
hundreds, and nowhere were the dogd
thicker than in the track of the Fop
and Aft.

But the regiment did not cheer wity
the highlanders, nor did they dance up
couth dances with the Gurkhas among
the dead. They looked under their
brows at the colonel as they leaned upoy
their rifles and panted.

‘*Get back to camp, yon! Haven't
you disgraced yourself encugh for one
day? Go and look to the wounded. Ity
all you're fit for,"’ said the colonel. Yet
for the past hour the Fore and Aft had
been doing all that mortal commander
could expect. They had lost heavily be

Ciute tht-j.' did not know how 1t spt
about their business with proper skill,
but they bad borne themselves zallant
ly, and this was their reward

A young and sprightly color sergeant,
who bad begun to imagine himsclf g
liero, offered bis water bottle to a high-
lander whose tongue was bLlack with
thirst. **] drink with no cowards, " gp-
swered the youngster huskily, and,
turning to a Gurkha, he said. “Hrva,
Jolinny! Drink water got it?" The
Guriha grinned and passed his bottle

The Fore ard Aft said no word
They went back to curnp when the

field of strife had been a little wopped
up and made presentable, and the briga-
dier, who saw himself a knigzht in three
menths, was the only soni who was
complinientary to them. The colonel
was heartbroken and the oficers were
eavage and sullen.

““Well."" said the brigadier, *ther

| are young troops, of course, and it was

in a4 eheepskin or wadded coat. vet |

men behind and a certain thirst for re- |

| be expected—Dbehaved
| deed

force gave on the volley. They then se- |

Dot nnnatural that they shculd retire
in disorder for a bit."”

**Ob. my omly Aunt Maria!" mar-
mured a junior staff officer. **Retire in
disorder! It was a bally run!”

““But the came again. as we all
kEnow." cooed the brigadier. the colo-
nel’s ashy white face before him. **and
t]-H':s' h"l_'].ll.l\'l.‘d as well as conld 1L ~'-=':|'l:"'
beantifully -

I was watching them. [1t'snota

| matter to take to bheart. colonel As
some German general said of Lis men,
they wanted to be shooted over a little,
that was all.”” To Limsell xuid
“Now they're blooded, 1 can vil
responsible work. It's as well that they
| Bot what they did. Teach v more
than half a dozen rifle flirtations that
| will—later—run alone and it ool
old colonel. though!™
All that aftermoon the | raph

|
|
|
|
.’

winked and flickered on the | L1V

ing to tell the good news ton i taln
40 miles away. And in the evening
there urrived—dusty, sweating wnd sore
—a wisynided correspondent had
Fone out to assist at a wrow) village

burning and who bod read off b wes

Euge lrowm afir, corsing bLis lock 8¢
while

**Let’s buve the details somehow—as
full us ever you cam, please It's the
first time I've ever becn Jeit tiis canr
paizn. ' said the corresponent to the

brigadier, and the brigadier. nothing
luath, 16id him bow aa ariuy ol
wunication bad been crumpled up. d&
stioyed and all bnt annibilated by the
craft. strategy, wisdom aud foresizil
of the brigadier

Eot some say, and among these be
the Gurkhas who watched on the bill
side, that that battle was won by Jasll
and LEW. whose little bodies were Lurne
up just in time to fit two wop- uf 1he
head of the big ditch grave {ur the dead
under the heights of Jagai.
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