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if we 'adn’t prevented 'im. We didn’t
'it 'im much, sir. 'E 'adn’t no manner
o’ right to interfere with us, sir. 1
don’t mind bein flogged by the drum
major, sir, nor yet reported by any
corp’ral, but I'm—bnt I don’t think
it's fair, sir, for a civilian to come an
talk over a man in the army.”
A second shout of langhter ghook the ¢
orderly room, but the colonel was grave
““What sort of characters have these
boys?'' he asked of the regimental ser-
geant major. |
“*Accordin to the bandmaster, sir,’
returned that revered official—the only | ,
gsounl in the regiment whom the boys
feared—'‘they do everything but lie.
gir. '
«“Is it like we'd go for that man for
fun, eir?"’ said Lew, pointing to the

and 'ﬂagrant mutiny, and were shot
for it +Their names were Jakin and
Lew—Piggy Lew—and they were bold.
bad drummer boys, both of them fre-
quently birched by the druom major of
the Fore and Aft.

Jakin was a stunted child of 14, and
Lew was about the same age When
not looked after. they smoked, and
drank. They swore habitually after the
manner of the barrack room. which is
cold swearing and comes from between
clinched teeth, and they fought reli-
giously once a week. Jakin had sprung
from some London gutter and may or
may not have passed throngh Dr Bar-
nado’s hands ere he arrived at the dig-
nity of drommer boy Lew counld re-
member nothing except the regiment
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| where in his grimy littlesoul a genuine
| love for music and was most mistaken-
| Iy farnished with the head of a cherub,

said the colonel testily, and when the
boys had gone he read the bazaar ser-
geant's son a lecture on the sin of un-
profitable meddling and gave orders
that the bandmaster should keep the
drnms in better discipline.

“If either of you comes to practice
again with so much as a scratch on
your two ugly little faces," thundered
the bandmaster, *‘I'll tell the drum
major to take the skin off your backs
Understand that, you young devils.”

Then he repented of his speech for
just the length of time that Lew, look-
ing like a seraph in red worsted embel-
lishments, took the place of one of the
trumpets—in hospital—and rendered
the echo of a battle piece. Lew certain-
ly was a musician and had often in
his more exalted moments expressed a
yearning to wmaster every instrnimnent |

of the bund !

«'uere's nothing to prevent your be- |
- coming n bandmaster, Lew. ' said the |
bandmaster, who had composed waltzes |
of his own and worked day and night I
in the interests of the band.

“*What did he say t"* demanded Jakin |
after practice.

| watched the regiment in church were
' wont to speak of him as a *‘darling.’
| They never heard his vitriolic com-
' ments on their manners and morals as
| he walked back to barracks with the
band and matured fresh causes of of-
fense against Jakin
The other drummer boys hated both
lads on account of their illegical con-
dnet Jakin might be pounding Lew
' or Lew might be rubbing Jakin’s head
| in the dirt. but any attempt at aggres-
' sion on the part of an outsider waa met
' by the combined forces of Lew and
' Jakin. and the consequences were pain-
ful The boys were the Ishmnels of the
corps. but wealthy Ishmaels. for they
cold hattles in alternate weeks for the
gport of the barracks when they were
not pitted against other boys. and thus
they amassed money
On this particular day there was dis-
gension in the camp They had just
been convicted afresh of smoking. which
is bad for little boys who use plug to-
bacco. and Lew's conteution was that #Said | might be a bloomin band-
Jakin had *‘stunk so orrid bad from | yuster an be asked in to ‘ave a glass o
keepin the pipe in pocket™ that he and | gher:v wine on wess nights.
he alone was responsible for the birch “lo! Said you might be a bloomin |
ing they were both tingling under poncombatant, - did ‘et That's just
+] tell you | 'id the pipe back o' bar- | yhoat wet ‘e would say When ['ve put
picks. =aid Jakin pacifically in wy boy's service—it's a bloomin
“Yon're a bloomin liar! gh:ume that dom’t count for pension— |
withont heat ['ll take on a privit. Then I'll be a |
«Yon're n bloomin little barstard!’ | lance in a year—knowin what 1 know |
 pnid Jakin. strong in the knowledge | gbout the insanonteo’ things. In three
that bhis own ancesiry was nnknown years ['ll be a bloomin sergeant. 1|
1 in the extend- | won't warry then, not 1 I'll 'old on |

Now there is one wWorc
ed vocabulary of barrack room abuse | an learn the orf'cers’ ways an apply
for exchange into a reg'ment that

that cannot pass withont comnent |
&-lln |'I!H}‘ Eﬂll A man x thiﬂf Hnl] r]ﬂk i ﬂu,-l._-ﬁn't I'now Hll “h,u-nt me. Thﬂn I'IIh-E'

nothing You may even call him & | a bloomin orf'cer Then I'll ask you to |
coward without finding more than a | ave a glass o 5_1}9:*1'3' wine, Mr. Le'i_v.
boot whiz past your ear. bat you must | gqn yon'll bloomin well ‘ave to stay in |
pot eall @ man a bastard anless yon are | the hanty rvom while the mess gergeant |
it on his front teeth i brines it to your dirty 'ands.

]

said Lew

t ITE ove 1
s Pr?::;l':‘:nd E:]]I.il:.‘;lt ha kep that till ! 5 pose [‘m‘ guiu‘ to be a h?ndmaa-
waisn't S0 sore. enid Lew sorrowfully | tert Not L. quite. [, bf" a orf'cer too
dodging roand Jakin's gnard There's nothin like takin to a thing
| 1n «n stickin to it, the schoolmaster says. |
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' r Lew's ala-
epinlly and got home on Le | : .
ﬁ:l.‘-‘fff forehead Al would have gone | seven years ['ll be a lasisg than of
| mear tc.’

well, apd this rtory. Bs the boods say | |
wonld never have heen written. bad not Thus the boys discnssed their futares
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the boys had suver |
e Pighting azain. said he |
port you to my lather psnd he'll repors

| yon to the ot weraeini .
V3 hat's that to you?
with 10 nopleasant dilation of the nos .
il | the danzers of *‘bein tangled alongz o |
+(Jh. mothirx to o Yon'll get into |

v 've been np too oiten I
o | have held Lew long in the paths of pro- |

pell do yom Enow abont | priety bad not the rnmor goue abroad
asked Lew the | that the regiment Was to be sent on ac- |

in the aruy. yon

“I'll re: | geopin niy ‘and in."" And the black
' haired Cris Delighan enjoyed that fiwta- |
. ticn more than previous obes. and the

said Jakin | g:her drumner boys raged fariously to- |
| gotbier. and Jakin preached sermons on |

petticoats. ‘ |

Eut neither love nor virtue wonld |
¢+ trouble. 8
hi  «What the

"| Seraph +Yon aren 1

: eadgin civilian
I 5% the man & left fank

| for the sake of brevity we will eall **‘the
war of the lost tribes.”

0 ,Il E;:m::“:; ‘}nu find two gentlemen The barracks bad the rumor nlm:::t
| AVES BROWN, ISSUER OF wettlin their Jiff rences with their fistes  pefore the messroom. and of all the 900

barracks not 10 had seen a ghot
The colonel had 20 years

frontier expedition,
had seen eervice at

ik in yomr ngly nose where yoi ' men ip
tmn?:l;untﬂji Ron ‘vine to yoar arf ' fired in anger
.r:h_. slnt of #® ma—~or we'll give yoUO | ago Hﬂlﬂtﬂd a,t a
e  one of the majors

UGH MacKAY. Ny | what for. said Jakin | | ot o
. r Licen-ed Avetion- ted reprisals DY | the Cape. a confirmed deserter

lr 1|}3'::'i,‘?.:::1l;“viﬁ: [:::3' E:JHH promptiy The man. MY ds together The | company had helped to clear streets in
: [reland. but that was all The regi-

allended to and notes cashed.
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Bailiff
Sales and a'l uther matters

boys hea
Inul:klnﬂthtl-d hraﬂ cceeded bad not |

Jakin and Lew. What was to be done
with the drums? Would the band go to
the front? How many of the drums
would accompany the regiment?

a tree and smoking.

they'll leave us be'ind at the depot with
- Jakin sarcastically

woman. or a 'ole bloomin depot o
women, 'longside o' the chanst o’ field
' gervice? You know I'm as keen on go-

gaid Jakin sadly.
' Kidd along, that I can plaster a wall
with, an like as not they won't take

as.

| bloomin sick ‘e can’'t bugle mno more
Yon 'old ‘'is 'ands an I'l kick him.’
said Lew, wriggling on the branch.

ain't the sort o' characters to presoon
on our rep'tations. They're bad. If they
have the band at the depot, we don’t
go, an no error there. If they take the
band. we may get cast for medical un-
fitness. Are you medical fit. Piggy?
gaid Jakin, digging Lew in the ribs
with force.

“The doctor says your 'eart’'s weak
throungh emokin on an empty stmm-
| mick
yer.

| turned
screwed op his eyes and said. “*That's

' a pal

~ and guzed across the plain

" tected on the desolate plain. and one of

' them ‘*Are you going to pall mecown

tive service totake part ina war which |

They took counsel together. sitting in
“Jt's more than a bloomin toss up

he women. Yon'll like that.’ said

v 'Cause o' Cris, you mean? Wot'sa

n as von."' said Lew.
“Wish [ was a bloomin bugler.’
*They’ll take Tom

“*Then let’s go an make Tom Kidd #o
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“That ain’'t no good, neither We

“Yus,' said Lew, with an oath

Throw a chest. am I'll try

L]

Jakin threw out his chest. which
Lew smote with all his might Jakwu
very pale. gasped. erooced

all right. ™
~ wYou'll do." said Lew **['ve eard
o’ men dyin when youm 'it ‘em fair on
the breastbone. ™
“Don't bring us no nearcr goin.
though. " said Jakin. *Do yon kuow
where we're ordered T’
«Gawd knows. an 'e won't =plit un
Somewhe1.4 ap to the front to
kill Paythans—hairy big begzars that
turn yon inside out if they pet ‘old u
you They say their women are eroenl
lookin too.’
“Any loot?
Jakin
»*Not a bloomin anna. they say. nn-
less you dig up the ground an see what
the niggers ‘ave 'id. They're a pour
lot.** Jakin stood upright on the brauch

asked the abunudoned

“Lew.' " said he, *‘there’s the colonel
comin Colonel's a good old begygur
Let's go an talk to 'im."

Lew nearly fell out of the tree ot the
andacity of the suggestion Like Jakin
he feared not God, meither regarded be
man. bat there are limits even to the
audacity of drammer boys. and to EPEdR
to n colonel was—

Cat Jakin had slid down the trunig
and donbled in the direction of the colo-
nel That officer was walking. wrapped
in thongit and visions of a C. D.—J.=s
even K. C. B.. for had be not at com
mand one of the best regiments of the
line—the Fore and Fit® And he wus
awars of two small boys chatging dovn
apon him Once before it had been sol
emnly reported to him that **the draws
were in a state of matiny.” Jakin aad
Lew being the ringleaders. This louized
like an organized conspiracy

he boys halted at 20 yards. wallked
to the regnlation four paces and salnted
tozether, each as well set up as a ram-
rod and little taller

The colonel was in a genial mood. the
boys appeared very forlorn and unpro-

them was handsome
«Well!"" said the colonel, recoguizing

in the open? I'm sare I never interfere
with yon. even thongh®'—he snifTed sus-
picionsly—*‘you bave been smoling.

[t was time tc strike while the jrea
was bot Their hearts beat tuamuitnous

ly. .
«Beg your pardon, gir.’’ began Jakin
**The reg’ment's ordered on active scrv-
ice, sir?”’
+So I believe, said the colonel conr-
teously.
+]s the band goin, sir?"* said both to-
er. Then. without pause. **We're
goin, sir, ain't we?”
«Yon!" said the colomel, stepping

sicheme wou

ached vehemently in the ment had been put by for many years
::m or hdhiﬂi refrained from  The overwhelming mass of its rank and
of . kicking e breathless, for half an

back the more fally to take in the two
small figures. **Youl. You'd die in the.
first march.’

“No. we wouldn’t, sir We can

H. H. Miller . . .
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p'rade an anywhere else,’’ said Jakin. JACOB KRESS.,
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dnln_imlllmh is legs. sir. and other Shrost
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