Standard Bank of Canada.

HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.

G. P. RE1D, — —

Capital Authorized...$2,000,000
Paid Up 1.000,000
Reserve Fund........ 600,000

Agencies in all principal poiats in Gn-
i otaric, Quebec, Manitoba, United
States and England
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DURHAM AGENCY,

A general Bauking business trans

acted. Drafts issaed and collections

made on all points Denosits re

ceived and interest allowed at cor
FeE FALES.
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THE SAVINGS BANK

; Interest allowed o1 Savings Bank de
ipwards. Promup

f:i-“;['*_'lp‘ affordead
a distance

: posits of 21 ani

Attapntion and avary
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1 BUustomers lIvinyg at
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J. HELLY, Agent.
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Barclay & Nobl
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CALDER'S
OLD
! STAND.

'[‘ |
' BARCLAY & NOBLE desire to irti- |

mate to the public of Durham |
and vicinity that they have now |
: h opened oot in rthe Calder Imple- |
rnr- ; ment Warerooms a full line of
: Implements and |

Domestic requirments including

Agricultural

1 Maxwell Binders and Mowers,
Sylvester Machinery, all kinds,

s .4 i Adamsz’ Waggons.

i S Tudhope Bugies,
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4 % Blatehford Organs and Pianos.

'n-";ll.rnl'_'l,-'lﬂl =toves ..1,[|[”' Ranges.

:tl;tl'“ New Willlams *Sewing Machines,

f <5 " 3 hﬂ}'t':‘-“‘l--l';' Engines and HNaparators,

'_; '&H K noll Washear and “Friugﬂr,

: |’ | §
Eid Axwell Charns and Barrows,

:FJ,'BF-'-'HIH'--:'-I Windmill«

[
.
! Bias and Gasoline Engines. Ete. Ete
i
-' 1 . NEXT TO

1_5""'2,5,,"“ darciay & Noble
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THE OLD STONE FOUNDRY.

&, L Y
= 2F

WE MAKE

rnace Kettlos, Power Straw Cut-
srs, Hot Air Furnaces, Shingle Ma-
1inery, Band Saws, Emery Machines
r hand or power, Crestings, Farm-
" Kettles, Columns, Church Seat
ds. Bed Fasteners, Fencing, Pamp
rs' Supplies, School Desks, Fan-
ng Mill Castings, Light Castings
Builders' Supplies, Sole Plates
Points for different ploughs in
, and Casting Repairs for Flour
and Saw Mills.
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WE REPAIR

Engines, Horse Powers, Sep-
Mowers and Reapers. Also
and X-Cut-Saws gumed,

filed and set,

SHINGLES FOR

ITER SMITH,

Durham, Oat.

SALE

MANAGER.
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A elreums=tance altogeiher nunatoral

was the cause, from Lis arcival ot bre

kutsk. of there being frequent relatious
between lven Ogarefl and one of 118
hravest defenders, Wassili | eodor. Une
knows with wuat apxiety this anlap-
If Lis dacgh-
ter, Nadia Feodor, bad left Pussia at
the date assigred by the last letter ne

py father was devoured.

had received from Riga, what had be
come of her?

traverse the Invaded

time a prisoner?

liking. Now, wken Wassili Feodor was

informed of the unexpected arrival of
a courier from the czar be bad a pre-
coild glve
czhter. It
wias culy a very slight bope. Lut still

sentiment that this ecourier
him some tidings of his !

e clung to It

VWassili Feodor went to find Ivan
O i who avalled him=elf of this
opportunity 1o have daily relations

wilhh the commandant.

stance to his own prefit?
all men by himself?
that a Russian, even a political exile,

couild be so mean as to betray Lis coun-
Ivan

try?  Whatever was the case,
Ozarel met with skillfully feigned ea-
gerness all the advanees made 1o Lim
by the father of Nadia. The latter, the
very next morning after the arrival of
the pretended courier, went to the pal-
ace of the governor general. There Le
informed Ivan Ogarefl of the cireum-
stanges under which his daughiter bad

to leave lKuropean Russia and told bhim |
now what was his anxiety in her re-

gard.
Ivan Ogarefl did not know Nadla, al-

though be had met her at the post- |

house of Ichim the day on which she
was there with Michael Strogoff. But
then he had paid no more attention to

her than the two journalists, who were |

at the same time in the posthouse, He
could not therefore give any news of

| his daughter to Wassid Feodor.

“But at what time,” asked Ivan Oga-
refl, “had your daughter to leave Rus-
sian territory?™

“AL pearly the same time as you,” re-
plied Wassill Feodor.

“1 quitted Moscow on the 15th of
July."

“And Nadia also had to leave Moscow
on that date. Her letter told me so ex-
pressly.”

“She was at Moscow on the 15th of
July 7" asked Ivan Ogarefl,

“Yes, certainly at that date.”

“But, no; 1 was forgetting. 1 was

about to confound dates. It is unfortu- |
nately too probable that your daugh- |

ter has bhad to cross the frontier, and

only one hope remains—that she may

have stopped on receiving news of the
Tartar invasion!”

By this statement Ivan Ogarefl had

Just committed gratuitously an act of
real cruelty.
reassure Wassili Feodor.

With ope word he could

Although XNadia Lad passed the frou-
tier under the circummstances previous-
Iy described, Wassili Feodor, by com-

paring the date at which his daughter

was certainly at Nijni Novgorod and

the date of the order forbidding any one

to leave it, would without doubt draw
this conclusion—that Nadia could not
have been exposed to the dangers of

an invasion and that she was still, in
spite of herself, on the European terri-
tory of the empire,

Ivan Ogareff might bave said that
word., He did not say it. Wassili Feo-

dor withdrew heartbroken. After that

interview his last hope was destroyed.
During the two following days the

grand duke several times asked for

the pretended Michael Strogoff and bad
him repeat all that he bad beard in the
imperial cabinet of the New palace.
Ivan Ogareff, prepared for all those

questions, answered without ever hesl-

tating. He did not conceal designedly
that the government of the czar had
been altogetber taken by surprise by
the Invasion: that the rising had been

prepared with the greatest secrecy;
that the Tartars were already masters
of the line of the Obi when the news

reached Moscow, and finally that noth-
Ing was ready In the Russian provinces
to throw into Siberia troops sufficient
to repel the invaders.

Afterward Ivan Ogareff, entirely
free in his movements, began to study
Irkutsk, the state of its fortifications,
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" | recognized. He had bad a glimpse of

Was she still trying to
provincees, or,
rather, bad she already been for a long
Wasslli Feodor eonld
not find any solace for his sorrow ex-
cept when he Lad some opnortunity of
ughting against the Tartars, opportu-

nities which were too =eldom for his
| posts several

1¥d the rene-
gade think be ecould turn that eireums-
1¥.d e Judge
Could he believe

| ers at the moment when he should de-

- power of Ivap Ogarefl.
“Very well,”” replied lvan Dgan:ﬂ‘..l

hen, recollecting himself, he added: !

' seen moving toward th
Wassili Feodor bung down his head. | - S ERIEVRI. 951N

He knew Nadia, and be knew well that |
nothing would prevent her setting off. '

 Ivan Ogareff did not conceal from the
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pied the north of the town, but with
' the injunction to march at once Lo
where the danger should be most press-
ing. The right bank of the Angara was
protected by the only artillery a. the'r
digposal

With these measures taken ip time.
. thauks to the cpportune recomieddl
tions of Ivan Ozarefl. there was evely
' reason 1o hope that the prepared antack
would pet suceerd.  Ip that case 15
Tartars. discan: - z2od for the time, with
out doubt wonhi defer for a few days
any new attack against the town. Ha»
sides, the troops expected by the graod
duke might arrive any bour. The sale
tv or the loss of Irkutsk hung ob 2

thread.
& shadow which bad glided to the foot ., ., ., das the sun. which had risen

of the ramparts. ' at twenty minutes past 6, bad set at

Sangarre, risking ber life, bad just
come to try to put berself in communi-
cation with Ivan Ozarefl. Besides, the |
besieged for two davs had enjoyed a
tranquillity to whieh they bad not been
accustomed since the ‘Iartars tirst In-
vested Irkutsk. It was by order of
Ivan Ogarefl.

The lieutenant of Feofar-Eban had
wished that all attemprs to carry the
town by sheer foree should be suspend-
ed. Thus after his arrival art Irkumsk
the ariil.ery was absviticly silent. er-
haps—at least he boped so—the vigl
lagee of the besieged would be some-
what relaxed. In any case, at the out-
thou=and Tartocrs were
readr rto huorl themselves aganinst the
gate when deprived of s defenders,
when Ivran Oeareff shonld ler them
Enow the pour for stetion.

Meanwizle that could not be long e
vy mnst make an end of It
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not exposed—nay. even that he was

gle with night for two hours. 'Ihen
space would be filled with thick i
ness, for heavy clouds bung still in he
air, and the moon would pot apjmar.
This profound obscurity wonld favor
more completely the plans of lvan Uga-
. reff.
Already, for some days, an extremely
keen frost Lad come as a prelude to
the rigoirs of the Sberian winter, and

plereing. The s=o!diers posted on the
right bank of the Angarn, being forced
to hide their presenee, had oot Eindled
any fires They therefore suffered
dreadfully from great lowering of the
temperature. At some feet below them
the iee blocks floared past, following
the current of the river.

During all that day they had seen

between the 1wo banks.
stinee, observed by the grand duke and
his officers, had bwen eonsidered ns ror-
tunate. It was evident that If the hed

1a vl

befoie the Russian corps =hLould arrive
In Eh;hf of Irkutsk. Tle 1esul:tion of
Ivan Ogzarefll was taken. and thal very
night from the top of the rampart a
note fell into the hands of Sanzarre.
It was the following nizht. the pight
from the Sth to the Gith of October. at

sage of it would become altogetlier im-
practicable,
The Tartars would not

= ocvivek in the moraipg., thiat Ivan  manage either rafts or boats. As fo
Ozarell bad fixed for delivering up Ir-  attempting to cross the river over the

kutsk to the Tartars.

i

CHAPTER XIX.

« § HE plans of [van Ogzareft
had been lald with the
greatest care und, cnless

joined them, that was not po=s:hile. The
field, newly cemented. would nur have
Leen strong enough for the passage
over it of an cttacking column.

circumstance, altbough it appeared fa-

gsome  anplikely <¢lrcom-

Siniion ahan it daas dhah vorable to the defenders of Irkutsk, for

must suceeed It was :_J‘:r;ri“m LlLE{“' well that the Iariars
'l "‘ r - i o :

necessary that the Bol- ot seeking to cross the Angara

and that at least on that side the at-

chala gate should be without defend-
tempt would only be a feint. XNever-

liver It up to the Tartars. Thus at that
moment it would be indispensable that
the attention of the besieged should be
drawn to another point of the city;
hence a diversion agreed upon with the
emir. That diversion had to take place
along the suburbs of Irkutsk, up and
down the right bank of the river.

The attack on those two points wor'!
be made very varnestly and at the sai..
time a felgned attempt to cross the Au
gara on ita left bank. The DBolebaia
gate would then be probably abandoned,
especially as on that side tiie ndvanpce
posts, which were sald to be at some
distanee off, would seem to have been
collected together,

The fifth Jday of October had come.
Before twenty-four hours the capital of

eastern Siberia ought to be o the bands thee’ Bad L
of the emir and the grand duke in the IE 1."*5 eLers; lence the_ uecessity for
During all that | the Russinns to wateh with greater at-

day an unusual movement was taking tention than ever,
[n the camp of the Angara there was

place in the camp of the Angara. From i
the windows of the palace and from the | PI¢01Y of agitation, as was proved by
houses of the right bank one could see | the Eghts constantly flinting about. At

the extreme surprise of the besieged
and now to their disadvantage. ‘I'he
passage, up to that time impracticable.
suddenly became possible,
the Angara soon became free.
floating ice, which for some days Lad

ties, disappeared, and very little could
be scen between the two bauks.

The Russian officers. who had no-
it known to the

| river, made

| duke.

graud

Angara the tloating ice had accumu-
lated aod found a barrier. We know |
that suel: was the case. The passage
of the Angara was therefore open to

fbeum;thmdh:tmm Tln!'i
jﬁckedwdw-nﬂl Feodor occu- |

5:40. Twilight would still have to strug-

on that wight the cold was still more

them in elose ranks Hoating rapidiy |

e i
Fhat circun | o tsk. He therefore made use of the

of the river became obstrucied the pas |

blocks of ice when the cold shonld have |

But Ivan Ogareff did not regret that ing down the river. being seized by the

- elouds.

theless toward 10 o'clock at aight the |
state of the river visibly changed, to |

The bedof | .~ . g e R :
The | fire in every dircetion.

come down the river in great quanti- |

tieed this change in the state of the |

Besides, it was explained {u tbis |

way that at =ome parrow portion of the |
|

F

distinctly that important preparations | @ Verst up above, as also down beow
were being made on the opposite the point where the fortification slopes
heights, idu‘n‘n to the river, there was a dull

Numerous Tartar detachments were | murmur, which proved that the Tar-
tars were on foot, walting for soiue

signal. Agzin an hour passed by.
Nothing new. '
Two o'clock in the morning was about !
to strike from the clock tower of the
cathedral of Irkutsk and pno movenent
had taken place to disclose the hostile |
intentions of the beslegirs. The grand |
ulilie and his otlievrs bwsan to ask :
themselves If they had oot bLeen led |
o ervor, If it had really eatered into
the plan of the Tartars to attempt 1o |
surprise the town, |
The preceding uights Lad nm by any |

[
means been so enha, i n:e

hourly re-enforcing the troops of the
emir. This was the preparation for |
the diversion which had been agreed |
upon, and it was being made in the |
most ostentatious manner. Moreover,

rrand duke (hat some attack was to be |
feared on that side. IIe knew, be sgic, |
that an assault would be made at the

two extremities of the lown a.0ng the

river, and he counseled the grasd duke |
to re-enforce those two points woere di-

rectly menaced.

The preparations that bhad been no-
ticed, coming to the support ef Ivan | Eept up from the advaieed [Mist &
Ogarefl's recommendations, it was nec- | sheils bad Lissed throvel 1he
essary to take some account of them. | this time there was Bothing of the k.G
Thus after a couacil of war which was | The grand dalke, Genersl Vorauzod
beld at the palace orders were given to | their aids-de-camp, waited there fun;
concentrate the defense on the right | ready to give their orders accordins 1:;
bank of the Angara and at the two ex- | the circomstances. ~
tremities of the town. where the fortl- | It has been siated that |
fied terraces rested on the river.  occupied a room In the lm::en {:muﬂ

This was precisely what Ivan Oga- | g pretty large room. Hftuure;] e
reff wished. He evidently did not reck- ground floor, and its windows opened
on that the Bolchaia gate would re-| out upon a side terrace peoighe “i I .
main without defenders, but they would | step a few paces on thi ved only
e there obly In-& SmAR sumber.. Be-| overiook the course of th:ﬁl:r:nm 4
sides, Ivan Ogareff was about to give | profound darknpess eHaaly glum.thﬁ
to the diversion such Importance that | poom. JIvan Ogarelt: standios n at
the grand duke would be obliged to op- | window, was “'ﬂm“:.'. g & Dear a
pose It with all his disposable forces. the bour of

And indeed an incident of an excep-
tionable gravity, devised by Ivan Oga-
reff, was to powerfully aid in the ac-
complishment of his projects. For even
it Irkutsk had not been attacked at
points distant from the Bolchaia gate
and along the right bank of the river
that Incident would bave sufliced to

. fnd
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el Leen | shelter from the flames,

eéver, their being able to set the stroe-

ture on fire, Beyond, the ho
bank were all in lames, Mo

without difficulty into

which was open for all. [In the
midst
of the general confusion 00 one notlced

the ground floor.

found themselves
ruthur. Nadia, distracted, ran along the

AMMI“I“I'HIMMI'"

inundated with |
P Ight opened itselr be-

action to arrive.
could only come from bim.
signal was given, when most of the de-
fenders of Irkutsk should have been
called to the points openly attacked,
his plan was to leave the palace and
to go and accomplish his work. He
waited then in the dark, like a tiger

. ready to spring upon its prey.

Meanwhile, some minutes before 2

o'clock, the grand duoke asked that Mi- |

chael Strogoff—it was the only pame

he could give to Ivan Ogareff—sbouud :
' jotrepid young girl In a voice Whoae

' bate had increased tenfold 1he foree

be brought to him. An aid-de-camp
came to his room, the door of which
was closed. He called him. Ivan Oga-

e -

e —
would Dbe ruined. He bhaq onjl 2
thing to do—to kill the being,
it Illkht be, who had jus: IHII'I;M]M
it. Ivan Ogareff threw Linscir Na.
dia, but the young girl, wiil u Ly, Iy
bher band, placed her back to 1y, waj
resolved to defend herse|f

“Ivan Ogarefl!” cried azuiy Nadi,
kﬂﬂ“'i“: well that detested ne e “-u“_u
bring succor to Ler.

“AL, you shall be sileut!” zq:9 the

traitor. i
“Ivan Ogarefl™™ eried a third 1y, g,

Drunk with fury, Ivan Ozareq dren

reff, motionless near the window and a dagger from Lis belt. rushed gy

invisible In the darkmess, took good ' Nadia and foreed ber back into g g,

care not to answer. The grand duke
was then informed that the courier of

per of the room. It was all .y with

ber when the wretch, suddenly kyg,

the czar was not at that moment iD the  ed down by a tremendous blow, rolled

palace.

Two o'clock struck. It was the mo- |

ment that action had been agreed on
with the Tartars, who were ready for
the assault. Ivan Ogareff opened the
window of his room and placed himself
at the north angle of the side terrace.
Below bim In the shade tlowed the wa-
ters of the Angara, which roared as
they broke against the piles of the but-
tresses.

Ivan Ogareff drew a flint from bis
pocket and lit with it a piece of cotton
wool impregnated with priming pow-
der, which he threw into the river. It
was by the order of Ivan Ogarefl that
torrents of mineral oil had been cast
on the surface of the Angara. Springs
of naphtha had been discovered above
Irkutsk on the right bank, between the
village of Poshkavsk and the town.

Ivan Ogareft had resolved to employ
this terrible means for setting fire to

immense reservoir which contained the
combustible liguid. He bad only to
make a few canals to draw in streams
into the river. These he had made that
very night, some hours before. The

. cotton wool had been cast on the wa-
be able to |

ters of the Angara. In an Instant, as if

| the current had been made of alcokol,

all the river became a mass of fiames,
up and down the stream, with the ra-
pidity of eleetricity. Volumes of blue
flames covered the whole surface of the

river and shot far up into the sky.

The few blocks of ice that came float-

burning liguid, melted like wax on the
surface of a furnace, and the water,
sent off as vapor, rose hissing to the
At that very moment the fir-
ing began at the north and at the south
of the town. The hatteries of the camp
of the Angara threw an uninterrupted
volley of shot and =hell. Many thou-
sand Tartars rushed to the assault of
the ramparts. The houses along the
hizh banks, eonstroeted of wood, took
An immense
light diseipated the shades of night,
“At last!” said Ivan Ogareff. And he
had good reason to applaud. Theé di-
version which be had planped was ter-

rible. The defenders saw themselves
placed between the attack of the Tar-
tars and the disasters of an lmmense
conflagration. The bells sounded, apd
every ablebodied man of the population
bastened to the points attacked and to
the houses whiclh were being devoured
by the fire, which was threatening to
communicate itself to the whole city.
The Bolclhaia gate was almost free. It

' was with difficulty that any defenders

had been left there.

Ivan Ogareff re-entered his room,
then Ubrilliantly lit up by the flames
from the Angara that overtopped the
balustrades of the ramparts. Then he
prepared to leave it. But searcely had
he opened the door when a woman
rushed into the room, with Ler gar-
ments dripping wet, her bair in disor-
der.

“Sangarre!” cried Ivan Ogarvell In the
first moment of surprise and not imag-
lninz that it could be any other woman
than the gypsy.

It was not Sangarre: it was Nadia,

At the moment wlhen, seeking refuge
on the block of lee, the yYoung zirl had
uttered that ery when she saw -lin- lire

spread over the eurrent of the Angara,

Michael Strogoff had geized ber in his
arms, and he had dived with her to
geck even in the depihs of the river a
Aflter having

Swum under the waters Michael Stro. !
2o, and | BOT had fortunately put Lis foot on

ground at the quay, and he had Nadia

still safe with him.

Michael Strogoff wa |
Kooy 8 touching at last
palace of the governor™ sitid he to Na-
dia. In less than’ ten winutes after-
ward both arrived at the entrance to
that palace, the massive stone walls of

He was at Irkutsk, *“To the

Michael Strogoff and Nadia entered
that palace,

' to the ground.

“Aichacl!” eried Nadia.

1t was Michael Strogoff. Michad
Strozoff had beard the appeal of Nadly
Guided by ber voize, he had arriveg g
the room of Ivan Ugarefl. aud Le pgg
entered by the door which had heg
left open.

“enr pothing, Nadia.” be g2l ns he
placed bimself between her an Ivag
Ogarefl. '

“Ah,"” screamed the youngz girl, “take
care, brother! The "traitor is armey
He can see well!”

Ivan Ogareff bad risen, and, beljey.
ing that he had the advantage ovep g
blind man, bhe threw himself upon M.
chael Strogoff. But with one Land M
chael seized the arm of him who coglg
see well and with the other, turn
aside his weapon, be threw him a sep
ond time to the ground.

Ivan Ogareff, pale with fury anpg
shame, remembered that be was carry.
ing o sword. He drew it from the
scabbard and returned to the combat
He bad also recognized Michael Stro
goff. A blind man! He bad only, ig
short, to deal with a blind man.

Nadia, terrified at the danger which
threatened her companion in such ag
unequal struggle, ran to the door, call
ing help.

“Shut that door, Nadia,” said Michael
Strogoff. “Do not call any one, and Jet
me do it. The courier of the czar has
nothing to fear today from this wretch,
Let bim come at me if he dare. [ am
waiting for bim.”

Meanwhile Ivan Ogareff, gathering
himself together, as it were, like a ti
ger did not utter a word., The noise
of his step, his very breathing, he
would bhave wished to keep back from
the ear of the blind man. He wished
to strike him before even he had any
warning of his approach, to strike him
with a certain blow. The traitor did
not dream of fighting, but of assas
ginating bim whose name he had sto-
len.

Nadia, frightened, yet at the same
time confident, contemplated with &
sort of admiration that terrible scene.
It seemed that the old cooloess had
come back to him.

Michael BStrogoff had as his only
weapon his Siberian knife. and be could

not mee hils adversary, who was even
armed with a sword. But by what
favor from heaven was he able to over-
power him?

Ivan Ogareff glanced at his adversary
with a visible anxiety. That superhu-
man calmness worked upon him. Ib
vain, appealing to hLis reason, he kept
saying that in the inequality of such &
combat all the advantage was In his
favor. That Immovableness of the
blind man completely froze him. He
had sought with his eyes the place
where he must strike his victim, He
bad found it. Who, then, was prevent-
ing him from giving the finishing blow?

At length he made a blow and thrust
his sword full at the breast of Michael
Strogofl,

[TOo BE coNTINTED.]

And He Felt Injured.

Bill Borrower—I1'm in a deuced hole,
Tom. If you ean, I wish vou would
help me out.

Tom Wuggins—1'1] help you nuy way
[ can, but don't ask me again to put
ny name on the back of your note.

Bill Borrower (injured)—1 wasn't go-
Ing to ask you for your eredit. Tom. |
was only looking for a little casbh.
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