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At this time of year. when all the
rivers of the Siberiac basin are much
swollen, the waters of the Irtish were

very high. In consequence the current
was# changed to a regular torrent, ren-
dering the passage difficult enough. A
swimnier could not bave erossed, bow-
ever powerful a one he might be, and
even :n & ferryboat there would be
some daczer.

Bu* M!:hael and Nadlia, determined
to bi wve il perils whatever they might
be, A!d %ot dream of shrianking from

' thix one.

f* owever, Mlichael propesed to his

| young companion that he should cross

first, emmbarking in the ferryboat with

' the tarantass and horses, as he feared
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et Ay RFATOOIS & {full line ol
Agricultural Implements and
Domestie requirments including
Maxwe!ll Binders and Mowers,
Sylvester Machmery, all kinds.
Adams" Waggons,
Tudhope Bugisies
Taolton Pea harvesters and Palpers,
1! tord Organs and ianos,
Lais i g1 andl RKanges,
P . i S
Fhea New Williams Sewing Machines,
Raw Massey Engines and Saparatoss
. Il Washer ad Wringer.
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Farmers, Threshers and
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Millmen,

AT THE OLD STONE FOUNDRY |

WE MAKE

Furnace Kettles, Power Straw Cut-
ters, Hot Air Furunaces, Shingle
Machizery, Band Saws, Emery Ma-
chines for hand and power, Crest-
ings, Farmers’ Kettles, Columns,
Chureh Seat Ends, Bed Fasteners,
Fencing, Pump-Makers' Supplies
School Desks, Fanning Mill Cast-
ings. Light Castings and Builders'
mpplies, Sole Plates and Points for

‘iferent ploughs in use, and Cast- |

ag Repairs for Flour and Saw Mills | "

WE REPAIR

Steam Engines, Horse Powers, Sep-
arators, Mowers and Reapers. Also
Cireulars and X-Cut-Saws gamed.
filed and set.

GOOD SHINGLES FOR SALE.

CHARTER SMITH,

The Foundryman, Durham,

l

Ont, |

that the welight of this load wonld ren
der it less safe. After laoding the car-
riage on the opposite bank Le would
retarn and fetch Nacia.

he girl refused. It would be the
ad..ay of an Lour, atd ske would not
rov her safety alons Le the cause of it

The embarkatiou was made not wirh-
oat d:Heulty, for the ™anks were parily
noodwl and the boz? could not #=t in
near «nough.

OF THE CZAR

By Jules Verne PPN
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* to jump overboard.

However, after helf no hour's aver |
vion (i boatimen xot Lhe tarmnings and |

e tueee horses on boasd.,  Miechaoel,
ANl aadly Thea
rel they shoved ofl.

Foo 4 few minutea all went well. A

‘ittie way up the river the enrrent was

driver crobharked aiso, |

heemea L5 4 long point projecting from

the vaek 8ad formed an «ICy easily

rosscd by the boat. The two Pearmen
propeiied thelr barge with long noies,
wiiich they handled cleverly, bhut ns
they ulned the middle of the stream
it grew deeper and deeper naril at jast
they conld only just reach the botfom.
I'ine eizds of the poles were only a foot
by ¢ water, which rendered chelr
use < dieult and insufielent. Michael
anid wiln, seated in the stern of the
hoitt nad always in dresd of a4 uelay,
witched the boatmen with some un-
easin
l.ovk out!” eried ona gf then to his
cowarad
The &l 18 oceasionod by the new
directicn the boat was ranidly taking.

it uad got into the direct eurrent and
was being swept down the river. By

diligent use of the poles, prtting the

onds in a series of notehes ent below
wee cunwale, the boatmen mapaged to
| keep thelr eralt against the stream and

slowly urged It in a slanting direction
toward the richt bank.

They ecalculated on reaching it some
five or six versts below the landing
but, after all, that would
matter so loug as men and beasts could
Ggisembark without aceldent. The two
stout boatmen, stimulated, moreov- i,
vy the promise of double fore, did not
goubt of succeeding In this difficult
passage of the Irtish.

Lut they reckoned without an inei-
dent which they were powerless to pre-

Diice:

' vent, and neitbher their zeal nor their
- gkillfulness could under
| slaneces have done more,

the clireum-

The boat was in the middle of the
current at nearly equal distances from
either shore and beiecg carried down at
the rate of two versts an hour when
Michael, springing to his feet, bent hils

| gaze up the river.

Several boats, aided by oars as well
as by the current, wero coming swiftly
down upon them.

Miebael's brow conrracted, and an ex-

clamation escaped him.

“What is the matter” asked the girl.
Eut before Michael had time to reply
one of the boatmen exclalmed in an ac-
cent of terror:
The Tartars! The Tartars!”

They were indeed boats Tull of sol-
dlers, and In a few minutes they must
reqach the ferryboat, it being too heav-
ily laden to escape from them,

The terrified boatmen uttered excla-
muations of despair and dropped their
poies,

“Courage, my friends!” erled Michael.
“Courage! Fifty rubles for you if we
reach the right bank before the boats
evertake us!™

Incited by these words, the boatmen
again worked manfully away, but it
soon became evident that they could
vot escape the Tartars.

It was scarcely probable that they

. would pass without attacking them.

On the contrary, there was everything
to be feared from robbers such as
these.
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Michael recognized the Tartar war-

ery, which Is vsually answered by lying .

flat on the ground.
As neither be nor the boatmen obeyed
this injunction, a volley was let fly

among them, and two of the horses
out difficulty. Tble surrounding earth-

were mortally wounded.
At the pext moment a violent blow |
was felt. The boats had run into the
ferryboat.
“Come, Nadia!" eried Michael, ready

The girl was about to follow him |
when a blow from a lance struck bim, |
and be was thrown into the water. The |
current swept him away. His kand
raised for an instant above the waves,
and then he disappeared. '

Nadia vttered a ery, but before she
lind time to throw herself after him
she was seized and dragged into one
of the boats.

In a few minutes the boatmen were

killed and the ferryboat was left to |
drift away while the Tartars continued |
' his companion had been just following.

to descend the Irtish.
CHAPTER VIIL

Alichael Strogoff was not
mortal.
a manner by whiech he
kad effectually coneealed
himself ke bad reacbed
the right bank, where be
fel! exbausted nmong ihe Lushes

When he recovered his =cnzes, he
found himself in the eabin of 2 mujik,
who had picked him up ana cared for
hi:n amd to whom bhe owed Lis life.
ror how long a time had Le been the
enest of this brave Siher'an? [He could
not guess, but when he cpened his eyes
he =aw the handsome s face
pending over him and recardiez him
with pityinz eyves. [He was abount to
axlk where he was when the mujik, an-
peinating bim, sald:

“Do not speak, Litle father. do not
apeak. Thou art still too wenk. 1 will
eeil thee whers then art agd evervibing
that has passed since I brought thee to
my cabin”

And the mujik reiated Michael
Strogoffl the different Iucidents of the
sirurele which be had witnessed—the
iltacic apon the ferry by the Tartar
boats, the pillage of the tarantass and
the massacre ot the boatmen.

But Michael Strogoff listened no lon-
rer, aud, slipping his hand uander his

Lo

| garment, he felt the imperial leiter still

not !

“Do not be afraid, Nadia,” sald Mi-

chael, “but be ready for anything.”
“l am ready,” replied Nadia.
“Even to throw yourself into the wa-

" | ter when I tell you ?’

“Whenever yon tell me.”

“Have confidence In me, Nadia™

“] bave indeed.”

The Tartar boats were now only a
undred feet distant. They carried a
detachment of Bokharian soldiers on

. their way to-reconnoiter round Omsk.

The ferryboat was still two lengths
from the shore. The boatmen redou-
bled their efforts. Michael himself seiz-
ed a pole and wielded it with saperhu-

' man strength. If he could land the
tarantass and horses and dash off with

them, there was some chance of escap-

itngthnT-m-*humnutmunnt-
ed.

But all their efforts were in vain.
The soldiers from the first boat shout-
ed,

secured in bis bieast.

He breathed a sigh of relief. But that
was not all.

“A young girl accompanied me,” said
he.

“They have not killed her,” replied
the mujik, anticipating 1be anxiety
wliich be read in the eyes of Lis guest.
“They have carried her off in their
boat and have eontinued the descent of
the Irtish. 1t is only one prisoner more
to join so many others which they are
taking to Tomsk."

Michael Strogofl was unable to reply.
He pressed his band upon his bheart to
restrain its beating.

But, notwithstanding these many
trials, the sentiment of duty mastered
his whole soul.

He remembered the errand which he
had undertaken. Indeed pever by day
or night was his emperor's mission for
even a moment absent from his mind.
Not the presence of the greatest dan-
ger, the tortures of hunger and thirsy,
the weariness of excessive fatigue, not
even all combined could eause him to
forget that a momentous matier Was
intrusted to hiz couragze, his zeal, Lls
fidelity and his endurance, Michael
Strogoflf was worthy of this trust.

“Where am 17" asked Lbe.

“Upon the right bank of the Irtish,

only flve versts from Omsk,” replied

the mujik.

“What wound ecan I have received
which eould have thus prostrated ine?
It wns not a gunshot wound ¥

“No: a lance thrust upon the head,
now healing,” replied the mujik. "“Aft-
er a few days’' rest, little father, thou
wilt be able to proceed. Thou didst fall
into the river, but the Tartars neither
touched nor searched thee, and thy
purse is still in thy pocket.”

Michael Strogoff gripped the mujik's
hand. Then, recovering himself with a
sudden effort, “Friend,” said he, “how
long have I been in thy bhut?”

“Three days.”

“Three daya lost!"

“Three days hast thou lain uncon-
sclous.”

“Hast thou a borse to sell me?”’

%Thou wishest to go?”

“At once.”

“] have nelther borse nor carriage,
little father. Where the Tartar has
passed there remains nothing!™

“Well, I will go on foot to Omsk to
find a horse.”

“A few more hours of rest and thou
wilt be in a better condition to pursue
thy journey.” |

“Not an hour!" |

“Come, now,” replied the mujik, rec-
ognizing the fact that it was useless

“I will guide thee myself. Besides,”
he added, “the Russians are still in
great force at Omsk, and thou couldst
perhaps pass unperceived.”

“Friend,” replied Michael, “heaven
reward thee for all thou hast done for

be murmured.

AHE b'ow which bad struek |

By swimming in |

to struggle against the will of his guest, Michael Strogofl.

MARCH 20, "W

me.”

«Reward! Only fools expect reward
on earth.” replied the mujik.

Michael Strogoff went out of the bhut.
When be tried to walk, he was seized
with suech faintmess that without the
assistance of the mujik he would bave
fallen, but the fresh air quickly re-
vived him. He then felt the wound In
his head. the violence of which his fur
cap had lessened. With the energy
which he possessed he was not a4 man
to succumb under such a trifle. Before
his eyes lay a single goal—far distant
Irkutsk. He must reach it! But he

B m———

must pass through Omsk witbout stop- |

ping there.

“God protect my mother and Nadla."
“| have no longer the
right to think of them!

Michael Strogoff and the mujik soon

| arrived In the mercantile quarter of the

lower town, and, although under mili-
tary occupation, they entered it with-

work bLad been destroyed Iin many
places, and teere were the breaches

' through which the marauders who fol-
lowed the armies of Feofar-Kahn bad

penetrated.
The wujlk was conducting his guest
straight to the posting house when in a

treet Michael Strogoff, com-
NE o & B : ; " just seen, and if he bad not recognized

ing to a sudden stop, sprang behind a

jutting wall.
“What is the matter?" quickly asked

' the mujik, much astonished at this sud-

den movement,

“Silence!” hastily replied Michael
Strogofl, with his finger on his lips.

At this moment a detachment de-
bouched from the principal square Into
the street which Michael Sirogoff and

was your son!

his life to have locked his mntherlln hi:
arms, but if he yielded it was al nire
with him, with her, with his miss ﬂﬂ;
with Lis oath! Completely mn::tf-r nt
himself, he closed his eyes in nrc-ﬂ_lf liml
to see the inexpressible anguish v ; ;
agitated the revered cuunteuaum_ of i.1
mother. He drew back his bauds in
order not to

bands which sought him.
«1 do not know, in truth, what it is

you say, my good woman,” he replied.

stepping back. f
“Ii;ﬂchnel!“ again cried bis aged moth

er.

“My name Is I pever

not Michael.

' poff, a merchant of Irkutsk.”

|
.r
i

by her son!

left the public room,

uddenly he
And s y ‘ime the words re-

while for the last
echoed: i

. son, :

Hlll:hlelmsuz:nm by a desperate ef-
fort, had gone. He did not see his old
mother, who had fallen back almost in-
enimate upon a bench. But when the
postmaster hastened to assist ber the

| aged woman raised berself. Suddenly

a thought occurred to her. She denied
It was not possible. AS
for being herself deceived and taking
another for him—equally impossible. It
was certainly her son whom she bad

her it was because he would npot, It

' was because be ought not, it was be

At the head of the detachment, com- |

posed of twenty horsemen, was an offl-

cer dressed in a very simple uniferm.
Although he glanced rapidly from one
side to the other, he could not have
scen Michael Strogoff owing to his pre-
cipitous retreat.

‘I'he detachment went at full trot Into
the narrow street. Nelther the ctiicer
nor his escort comcerned themselves
about the inhabitants. Several unlocky
ones had scarcely time to make way
for their passage. There were, there-
fore, a few Lalf stitled eries, to which
the thrusts of the lance gave an fnstant
reply, and the street was immediately
cleared.

When the escort had disappeared,
“Who Is that officer?' asked
Strogoff, returning toward the mujik
And while putting the guestion his face
was pale as that of a corpse.

It is Ivan Ogarell.” replivd tbe Bibe
rlan, bur in a deep voice which breati-
ad Latred

| ™ ol
[1e™ eried

Michael Strosoll, from
whom the word eseapoed with an accent
nf Mry wi W lwe eouldd ot eonaguer,

o Lad just recognuzed in this ofilcer

o traveler who bad struck him at the
wetiiT house of lenim, and, althongb
e iad only caught a glimpse of him, 1t
urst upon his mind at the same time
hat this traveler was the old Zingar
whosge words he had overheard in the
arket place of Nijni Novgorod.

The mujik and Michael resumed their
way and arrived at the posting house.
To leave Omsk by one of the breaches
would not be diflicult after nightfall
As for purchasing a carriage to replace
the tarantass, that was Impossibie.
There was none to be let or sold. Buz
what want had Michael Strogoll now
for a carriage? Was he not alone, alas:
A horse would suffice him, and, very
fortunately, a horse could be bhad. It
was an animal of mettle, capable of
enduring much fatigue, and Michaes
Strogoff, accomplished horseman as he
was, could make good use of it

The borse cost a high price, and a
few moments later Michael was ready
to start. It was then 4 o'clock in the
afternoon.

Michael Strogoff, compelled to wait
till nightfall in order to pass the forti-
fications, but not desiring to show him-
self in the streets of Omsk, remained in
the posting bouse and there partook of
focd.

There was a great erowd In the pub-
Ile room, it belng the resert of numbers
of the anxious inhabitants, who at this
eventful period collected there to cb-
tain news. They were talking of the
expected arrival of a corps of Musco
vite troops, pot at Omsk, but at Tomsk,
a corps intended to recapture that town
from the Tartars of Feofar-Iialn.

Michael Strogoff lent an attentive ear
te all that was said, but took no part
in the conversation.

Suddenly a ¢ry wade him tremble, a
ery which penetrated to the depths of
Lis aoul, and these two words, so to
speak, reshed into his ear:

*Aly son!”

His mother, the old woman Mlarfa,
was before him! Trembling, she smil-
ed upon him. She stretched forth her
arms to him. Michael Strogoff arose,
He was about to throw himself—

The thought of duty, the serious dan-

cause he had some cogent reason for
acting thus! And then, her mother
feelings arising within ber, ghe had but
one thought—"Can 1 unwittingly have
ined him?"

I-]u“l am mad,” she said to her inter-
rogators. “My eyes bave decelved me!
This young man is not my child. He
had not his voice. Let us think no
more of it. If we do, I shall end by
finding bim everywhere."”

Less than ten minutes afterward a
Tartar oflicer appeared in the posting
house.

sylarfa StrogoX?' he asked.

“It is 1." replied tie old woman in a

' tone so calm and with a face so tran-
' quil that those who bhad witnessed the

Michael |

meeting with her son would not have
kuown her.

«Come.” said the officer. Marfa Stro-
goff, with firm step. followed the Tar-
tar officer and left the posting bhouse.

Some moments afterward Marfa Stro-
goff found herself in the chief square
and in the presence of Ivan Ogareff, to
whom all the details of this scene haéd
been Immediately reported.

Ivan Ogareff, suspecting the truth, in-
terrorated the old Slberian woman.

“Thy name?’ he asked in a rough
voice.

“Iarfa Strogofl.”

“T'hon hast a son?”

. a courier of the czar?™

: he?”

“Thou hast heard no na¥s of him?"

“No news."

“Since how long?'

“Since two months.”

“Who, then, was that young man
whom thou didst call thy son a few
moments ago at the posting house®”’

“A youcg Siberian wiom 1 took for
him,"” replied Marfa Strogoff. *“This is
the tenth man in whom 1 have thought
I recognized my son since the town has
been so full of strangers. I think | see
him everywhere.”

“So this young man was not Michael

' Btrogoff 7"

|

|

ger for his mother and himself in this
unfortunate meeting, suddenly stopped |
him, and such was his command over |

moved.
There were twenty people in the pub-
lic room. Among them were perlaps

1
]

“It was not Michael Strogoff.”

“Dost thou know, old woman, that 1
can torture thee until thou avowest the
truth 7’

“1 have spoken the truth, and torture
will not cause me to alter my words in
any way."”

“This Siberian was not Michael Stro-
goffl 7" asked a second time Ivan Oga-
refl.

“No, It was not he,” replied a second
time Marfa Strogoff. “Do you think

that for anything in the world 1 would
deny a son whom God has given me¥"

Repairine

touch those trembling |

I am Nicbolas Eorpa- |
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Never thought of such ,
sign for a medicine did yoy)
Well, it's a good sign fo
Scott's Emulsion. The body
has to be repaired like othe
things and Scott’s Emulsion j
the medicine that does it.

These poor bodies wear out
from worry, from over-worl
from disease. They get thiy

‘and weak. Some of the ney

ones are not well made—ang
all of the old ones are racked
from long usage.

Scott’s Emulsion fixes 2l
kinds. It does the work both
inside and out.
bones hard, thin blood red
weak lungs strong, holloy
places full. Only the bestma.
terials are used in the patching
and the patches don't show
through the new glow of health,

No one has to wait his turp,
You can do it yourself—yoy
—land the bottle.

This picture represeny
the Trade Mark of
gnd is on the

It makes soft
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Emulsion

e wiapper of every botile,

send for free samel:
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A Cchenp Tooithbrush.

One of the most curious plants Io the
world is the toothbrush plant, a spe
cies of ereeper which grows in Jamak
ca. By cutting a plece of the stem and
fraying the ends the natives make &
toothbrush.

When Dolly Is 111

Amn odd branch of doll service is tend
ing the pet in sickness. Dolls appear to
be smbject to all the complaints of their
young nurses. They are physicked. too
by the familiar nursery methods

The realistic impulse to detect some-
thing like the “*poorly” look in the doll
is illustrated by the diagnosis of leprosy
in the case of a doll from whom *‘the
paint was flecking off. "’ If all the paint
comes off and the doll takes on a pitiful
pallor, there is a fine gpportunity for
the child’'s healing art. In one instance
the appearance of measles was induced
by the help of a red lead penecil In an
Jther instance, when a doll was con
valescent after fever, the *‘pretense’
was supported by deliberately punlling

- out the hair Fractures of limb or skull

Ivan Ogareflfl regarded with an evil !

eye the old woman who had braved
him to the face. Iie did not doubt but
that she had recognized her son in this
youugz Siberian. Now,
first renounced his mother and if Lis
mother renounced him in Lber tura it

could occur only from the most weighty
motive,

Every elreamstance went to confirm
his suspicions. 1f Le could but lay his

Irkutsk and strip off his disguise, would
he not find a treasure indeed? Would
not his superiors well reward L's adroit-
ness and his success? Would not the
czar of Russia scowl with rage when
he learned that his courier was in the
hands of his foes?

Ivan Ogareff had therefore no doubt
that the pretended Nicholas Korpanoff
was Michael Strogoff, courier of the
czar, seeking concealment under a false
name and charged with some mission
which it would have been important
for him to know. He therefore at once

himself that not a muscle of his face B2ve orders for his pursuit. Then he

said:

“Let this woman be conducted to
Tomsk,” returning toward Marfa Stro-

' spies, and was it not known in the ' goft.

town that the son of Marfa Strogofl l And while the soldiers brutally drag-

belonged to the corps of the couriers of
the czar?

Michael Strogoff did not move.

“Miclkael!” eried Lis mother.

“Who are you, my good lady?" Ml
chael Strogoff stammered, unable to

' speak in his usual firm tone,

“Who am I, thou askest?
no longer know thy mother?"
“You are mistaken,” coldly replied
“A resemblance de-
ceives you.”

The old Marfa went up to him znd,
looking straight into his eyes, said:

“Thou art not the son of Peter and
Marfa Strogoft ? :

Michael Strozoff would have given
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Dost thou |

ged her along he added between his
teeth:

“When the moment arrives, 1 shall
know how to make her speak, this old

- sorceress!”

[To BE conTINUED.)

<1

At a French Table d’'Hote.
She—Oh, horrors! Here is a snall in
this salad!

He—Sh! If the head waiter heard
Yyou, he‘dehlmufnr‘mnf

snalls.~New York Commercial Adver-

if this son had |

and slighter injurics leading to loss of
the vital snstaining sawdust have of
course, to be treated surgically

Doll eurgery, however, to judge by
the number of maimed and deformed
figures which are to be found in doll
land. would seem to be by no meaps
universal among children. —Professor
Sully in Contemporary Review

Machine and Rapid Fire Gunas.

Machine gnns are mechanically load-
ed with fixed ammunition and the car
tridges are exploded and extracted by
arrangements that enmable a number of
rounds to be fired in rapid succession
by one man. The ordinary machine gun
of the Maxim or Nordenfeldt type can
fire from 800 to 700 rounds a minnte of
infantry. ammnnition. but for navai
and fortress purposes a heavier typeis
made to discharge projectiles not ex

| eeeding 14 ounces in weight
hand upon this pretended merchant of . o

The term **quick firing'’ is applied 10
artillery weapons of all sizes which are
go constructed and mounted that thef

' can be loaded, sighted and tired more

rapidly than in the case of an ordivary
gun. Urlike machine guns. they are
loaded by hand, but possess in comnmnod
the characteristic of little or no recoll
All newly constructed guns are of &
quick firing type, and the term will b&
fore long become obsolete. By the most
recent arrangements for rapidity
loading and absorption of recoil the d¢
structive power of artillery has beed
more than doubled.

Slavery Is Not Yet Extinct.

It is generally supposed that slavers
no longer exists in the United States of
America, but by those who make n clos
etudy of euch matters this will ¥
promptly recognized as a vexs grest
mistake. In San Francisco alone ther®
are said to be 600 Chinese women Who
are, 0 far as they know to the co¥
trary, the property of their masters

In Brooklyn quite recently a rathéf
attractive woman was sold 108
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