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By Jules Verne
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COAPTER IV.
as the reading of the

preclapiaiion by the Ll

of the pol.er came o an

en:d an idea darted in-

gtipetively into the mind

of Michael Strogofl.

1\ Lat a singular colD-
cidence.” thouzht he, “between tius
proclamation ¢ pelling all foreigners of
Asiatic orlgin apd he words exchanged
last evening between those iwo gYp
gios of the Zingari race! ‘The Father
Lhims=elf sends us where we wish to &0,
that old man said. But *the Father® is
the emperor. [He s never called any-
thinez ¢lse among the people. How
could thos=e g_'."p,n'h g Lhave foreseen the
measure taken against them? How
could they have known it beforehand, |
and where do they wish to go? 'l'lmsei
are suspicious people, ard it scems 10
me that to them the govermment procia- |
mation must be more useful than luvi

|

UST

jurions.”
But these reflections, though certain-
Iy correct, were completely dispelled by
another, which drove every other,
thought out of Michael's mind. He for-
got the Zingaris, thelr suspicious words,
the sirange coincidenee which re sulted |
from the proclamation. The remen-
bratee of the yours Livonian girl sud- |
denly rushed into his mind. I
|
|
|

“Poor child” he thought to himself.
“Q"1e cannot now cross the frontier.”

in truth the young girl was f(rom
Itiga. She was Livonian, couseqi nt-

ly Russian, and now could pot leave |
Iussian territory. The permit which |
had been given Ler new
measures had been prommizated wWas
evidently no | avallal All |

longoer
routes to Siberia had just been pitiless-

before he

i Lis
L

ly clesed to hier, cnd whatever wWas the |
motive which was taking ber to Ir-|
utek., she was now forbidden to £0 |
there. I

This thonzht greatly cceupled Mi- |
ohncl Strogoff. Ile saild to himself,
vagzuely at first, that without neglect-
ine savihine of what was Gue to lis
imporiant  milssion it would perisps

be possible for him to be of sotae use
to this brave g'rl. and thiz ‘ea pi ascd
Knowinz how serious
danzers which s, an
vieorona man, would bhave |n-;:~'nt::il'1i'|,
to enconnter through a couniry of |
which, however, the roads were ’f:!-1
miliar. he could not conceal from hime |
self how Infinitely greater they wuuhl|
prove to a youlg, unprotected girl, A8
she was going to Irkutsk, she would |

I
him were the |
|

epercetiec and

| be oblized to follow the same road as |

himself: she would have to pass
through the bands of invaders, as he
was about to attempt doing himself.
If. moreover, and according to all prely
ability. she had at her disposal only |
the resources wecessary for a journey
takem under ordinaky eircumstances,
how could she manage to accomplish it
under conditicns which late events
would reuder not only perilous, but ex- I
preinsive? |

“Well.,” sald bhe, “If she takes the
ronte to Perm it is nearly lmpossible |
but that 1 skall fall in with her. Then |
1 will wateh over ber without her sus |
peeting it and as she appears 1o he as |
aprxions as myself 1o reach Irkutsk she
will ennuse me no delay ™ I

Dat coe th leeds to another. |
Michael 8ty 2ol bad il now reasoned
on the suppo=ition of doing a kind ae-
tien, of readering o b now
another Iden Bashed into his brain, and

4 IF
i
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the qnestion presenled Hsell  under
aqriie a new aspect. :
“The froet 18, sajd he to bimself,

sttt 1 have much more veed of her |
et xhe ean have of me. Her pres
ence will e nsef-l In diawing off sus-
picion from me. A man traveling alone
acpers the = eppps may be easily guess-
ed to he a conrier to the ezar. 1If, on
the contrary, thizs young givl aceompa-
nies me, | shall appear in the eyes of
ali the Nicholas Korpanoll of my. podo-
rojun.  Therefore she most accompany
Therefore 1 mast tind Ler age.a

Loli®,

at any cost. It is pot probuable that
since yesterday evening she bas Leen|
able to get a carriage and leave Nijoli
Novgorod. 1 wmust look for her. And
may God gnide mel!”

Miclhisel left the great square of Nijni
Novgorod, where the tumult produced
by the ca:ryving out of the presecribed
meascres bad pow reached its height.
tveriminations from the banished |
strangers, shou*s from the agents and
Cossacls who were using them so bru-
taliy, all together made an indeseriba-
bie vprogr. The girl for whom bhe
searcbed ecould not be there. 1t was
now 9 o'clock in the morning. The
steamboat 4id not start till 12. Mi-
chael Strogoff had therefore nearly
three hours to employ in searching for
Ler whom be wished to make his trav-
eling companion.

e ecrossed the Volga again and hunt-
ed through the quarters on the other
side, where the crowd was much less
cousiderable. !¢ visiled every road,
both in the high and low towns. Ie
entered the churches, the patural ref-

fer. Nowhere did be meet with the
young Livonian. .

“And yet,” hLe repeated, “sle could
not have left Nijni Novgored yet. We'll

| gought affter an

| The man,

have another lopk”
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Alichael wandered about thus for two
hours. He went on witheut stopping,
feeling mo fatigue, but obeying the po-
temt Iinstinet which allowed him no
room for thought. All was in vain.

It then occurred to him that perhaps
the girl had unot heard of the oruder,
thongh this was improbable enough. for
such a thunderclap could wnot bhave
burst without being heard by all.  Evi

dently interested in Suowing the smali- |

esl news from Siberia. how could vhe
be iguorant of the measures 1aken by
the governor—measires which concerno-
ed her so directly? Lot if she was ig
porar! of It sbe woulid come i3 an hour
to the quay. aml there some merciless
agent wou.d bomally refuse ber a juis
gare. Al any
forchand and do what be couid to en-
abie ber 1o avold such a repulse,

set all kis endenvors were in valn,
aad he at lenzith almost despaired of
inding her again.

1t was now 11 o'clock, and Miclhael
thoveh under any otber circumstdiices
it would Lave Leen useless, thought of
prescuting Lis poderojuma at 1the woillce
of the hesd of police.  The procliog-

tion evidently id not coneeri Liim,

for asbout two hours when thie younz

Livon.nn, address:ng herseil to Michael
Strogoll, said:
“Are you golng to [+kutsk, brother?”
wYes, sister” answered the youhg,
man. “We are both going the =ame

' way. Consequently wherever | go you |
| shall go.”

e —————————

- asked Michael,

co<t he must see her be |

since the emergency had been foreseen |
for him. bur he wished to make sure |
that nothing would hinder bis depar- |

e (om the towi.

Michael then returved to the other
side of the Volga, to the quarter in
vwhilel was the office of the head of po
lice.

Every one was in a hurry, for the
means of transpert would be much
ne this c¢rowd of ban
ished people, and ibose who cid Dot sl
about it soon ran a great risk of nol
be'ne able to leave e town in the
preseribed time, whicl would expoese
them brutal treatment from
tlie governol' s agenis,

Owinz to the strength of bis 0Ws
vlichael Strogofl was able to eross th
L

D S0

court. But to get into the ofiice !
up to the lerk’s little window was o

much more diflicult business. Iiow

ever. a word into an fuspeciors enr aid
a few judiciously given ruvies woiv
powerful vnough to gain him a passias
after taking L.m into he
waiting room, went to call the pioper

| elerk.

Alichael Strogoff would not be loag |

in making everything right with the
police and being free in his movemenis

While waiting he looked about i,
and what did he see? There, faavn
rather than seated on a bedcu, wos a

| wirl. a prey to silent despair, althiouzh

her face could scarcely be seen, the
profile alone being visible against the
wall

yichnel Stro~off could not be mistak-
on. . He instantly recognized the young
.Ivoninn.

Nof knowing the governor's orders,
she had come to the pelice otlive 10 gel
her pass = e, They had refused 1o
sizn M. Nu doubt she was authorized
to go to Irkutsk, but the order was pwi
emptory: bt annpiled oll previous au

were «'oscd to ter./ MicLael, dolighted
at having found ber agsiu, approacli .
the girl

She looked up for a moment, amd hey
face brightened ot recognizing her tay
ellug companion. She  jostinetivedy
rose, and. like a drowaing man
clutebes at 2 epar, she was abeut te
ask his heln At that wmoment tae
agent touched Michael on bl =l

wihe head of police wil see Yo v
safid.

wzood™ retuincd Mirhael nidd with
out saying a wotd lo Ler for wiotn by
had been seaprching 2.l day., witlouat re
assuring Ler by even 8 Zesture wole
m'ght comproiisze eliber Ler or L
seif. he tollowed ibe w.a throuzh the
erowid.

The young Livonian, reeing the onl}
et 1o whoin she contd look for heljp
s r, fell back again obd Lier bwiteh

Three minotes bad pot passed Lelois
Vichael StrogofT reappreared. acootiji
uied by the ageat. 1o bis band be Lo
Lis podoroina, which threw open L
roads 1o Slberia for him. He azain o)
proached the yeounz Livoninn, siki
ho!ding out his buud, “Sister,” said Le

She understood. She rosze as if soww
sudden Inspiration preveuted ber froi
hes/tating a mowent.

“Sister,” repeated Michael Strogoll
“we are autborized to continue our
journey to Irkutsk. Will you come”

“1 will follow you, brother,” repiv

gulter

| the girl. putting ber band into that of

Atichael Strozoff, and together they lefi
the police station.

Michael Strogoff and the young L1
vonian bad taken passage on baaid

. go beyond the Ural wountains.”

“Tomorrow, brother. yeu shall kna™
why 1 left the shores of the Paltic to

I ask you nothing, sister.”

“You shall know all.” replied the girl.
with a faint smile. A sister should
hide pothing from ber brother. But | |
sannot today. Fatigue and sorrow have |

broken me down.” -3
“Will you go aod rest in your cabin? |

“Y es—yrs, and tomorrow” —

“(Come, then” —

lie besitated to finish Lis sontence as |
if e had wished to end [t LT iue mie
of his companion, of which be Was still |

ignoraut
~xadia,” sald she, beldiug out her
hand.

“Come. Nadia” answer.d Miehael, |
“qnd make what use you ke of your
brother Nicholas Lorpapoil.” And he
led the =l to the cabin engagzed for
her uil 1L salooh.

Michacl Strogoi” returned on deck,
and. cazer for nuy pews wihich mizht
bear on bis journey, bhe mingied I the
groups of passengers, though wirhout
taking apy part in the cobvei::.ol.
Rhould be by any chance b quest.
and obliged to reply he wouid anaovunee
himse!lf as the merchant Nicholas Isor-
papoff, going back o the frentier in ibe

aucasus. for be did pot wish it 1o L
suspected that a gpecial p Cntission an
thorized Lim to travel to Pberi,

The young Livouian did not come t0
d'nner. 8he was asleep in ber eabn,
amt Michael did pot like to awaged
her.

Between 11 and 2, the moon bring
pnew. it was almost dark. Nearly all
the passcugers were then asleep on the
deek., and the silence was disturbed
enly by the poise of the paddles strik
irg the water at reguear OV LS,
Anxiety kept Michael Nivezoll awake
He waiked up and dow: but always

;i

in the stern of the steapier. Onee,
however, he happroed to poss the cn-
o'ne rocm. ile then found Lilmeaeelf 10

the part reserved for secoud and third
class passensers.
Volees anpeared (o colie
from a group of passedgers enveloped
in cloaks and wraps, o that it was une
possible to rocognize them in the dark.
But it sometimes bappened that when
the chimney s=ent forth a
plume of ruddy flames among the vl
umes of smoke the sparks seemed to
fall nmonz (e group as thougi thou-
gnnds of spangles had been suddeiicy
Haminated. Miehael was about 1o
step up the !ladder when a few worls
reached his ear, distinetly uttered in
that strange tougue which he had heaird
during the night at the fair.
Instinetively he stopped to lsten.
Protected by the shadow of the fore-
castle, be could not be perceived him-
self. As to0 seeing the passengers who
were talkinz, that was hinpossible. He
was oblized to confiue himself to listen-

He stopped

o CRH L

| Ing.

The Arst words exchanged were of
no Importance—to him at least—but
they allowed him to recognize the
voices of the man and woman whom be
Lad heard 2t Nijni Novgorod. This, of

Ccourse, made him redouble his atten-

tion. It was. indeed. not at all im-

| possible that the gyps=ies, a scrap of
: 45 “ | whose conversaticn e had overheard,
thorizations. 2.0 the routes to Siberi |

Wl |

L] regaizned the stern ol

=gl even tiuni of sieepoeg

pow banished with all their fellows,
ghould be on board the Cauensus.
3 And it was well for hon that be lis-
tened for be distinetdy Leand this gues-
ton #ad apswer mwade 1 the “tartar
idicm:
“It ig s2id that a conrier as set oul
frora Moseow for Irkursk "™
“1t Iz =0 said. Lnt either
this courier will arrive too ldte, or Le
vwill not arrive at all.”
Viiehae) Strogoff started involnniari!y
at tiis roply whiech coteeraed hita 20
Gireeily  Lle trled 1o see if the man
an:d women who had just spolien were
whom e susieeied, ol
was oo dewp, aud bie coi ol

§ - N
b1 B ] i

1 Euags Danite
tile LA LAY

SETRRAY

ol stecvised.

I # hew moments Miehael Srro—o
Tl Wi )
witaout bav nz been pereeived, ool
tahing 8 sent by hims=elf, e burled s
e dn Bis Lened=e B oooighe have been
supoused 1hat e was ggiee]

e was pon asleep, Bowever, aed il
[Ie wis e
fleeting on this, not w.thont a lively

Capprebension: *Vho = it knows of 1oy

the Caueasvs, Their embarkation v. - 1

made without any difleuity. As s

known. tLe poderojna, drawa up o the |

pame of Ncholas Rorpanof, aothorized
this merchant 1o be accompanied oo Li-

journey W E'heria. They appeared.

therefere, to be a brother ard sister

traveling tnder the protection of the |
imperial jolice. DBoth, seated togetlier
at the sierm, gazed at the receding |

town so disturbed by the goveruor's
order. Michael bad os yet said uoth-
ing to the givl. He Lad pot even ques-
tioned ber. Ile waiied until she should
spezk to Ll wlhenever that was nee-
essary. —ue bad been anxious to leave
that town, in which but for the provi-

dential interventjon of this unexpected

e —————— e — LR e e ————
] B

- rection and invasion had reacly

departure aml who van Live apy inter
eqt in Enowing ity

COAPTER Y.

IIE next day. the 1Sth of
July. at twenty minute:
to 7 In the murniug, 1he
Caneasuos regehed the K a
ELD «quay. seven versis
from the town.

Mickael did i
think of landinz. Ile wos unﬂ?lt!’.upr:ﬁ
leave the younz Livenian givl n:uu: on
board, as she bad not yet resppenred on
deck.

There was a report alonz all the east.
ern frontier of Hussla that the Insur

d con.
siderable preportions. Comwunication
between Siberia aud the “pire was al-
ready extrewely ditBenlt. Al this i

il Strogofl Leard withour
sl . T wasiug
lwee deek of the Caucas i
e us frow the pew
!‘l‘his information could not but canse
h:m s'edl uneasines: and inerease lLis
wish of being beyond the Ural pioun-
1

tains, £0 a8 10 judge for himself of the

llruthutthmmmm

to guard against any

£l

Among - the passengers who were
1~aving the Cauecasus Michael recog-

uized the troop of grpsies who the

day before had appenrcd D (e Niind
Novgorod fair. TLere on the deck of
the steamboat were the old .Buhumh:u
and the woman who had played the
spy oun him. With them and no doubt
under their direction landed about
twenty dancers and singers frowm Gf-
teen to twenily years of age. wrapped
in old cloaks. whieh covered their span-
gled dresses. These Aresses, just then
zlancing in the frst 1ays of the sun, re-
niinded Michsel of the curious appear-
anrce which he had observed Juring the
pight. It must bave been the glitter |
of those spapgzies in the bright flames

—

- issuing suddecly from the steamboat’s |

funnel which had attracted his atten-
tion. l

“Rridently.” said Michael to himself, |
“this troop of Zingari, after rewaln-
ing below ail day. erouched under the
torecastle during the night. Wére these

- gypsies trying to show thewmselves ns

little as possible? Such is not accorid-
ing to the usnal custom of their race.”

Michael Strogol no louger doubted
tkat the expressions he bad hreard
which so clearly referred to him hLad
proceeded from this tawny group and
had bren exchanged between the old
gypey and the woman named Sangarre.

Michael involuniarily moved toward
the gangway as the Bonemlan troop
was leaving the steamboat, not 1o e
turn to it aznin.

The old Dolemian was there in a
bumble attitude, little conformable
with the effrontery patural to bis race.
One would have said that he was en-
deavoring ratlier to avold attention
than to attract it. His battered bat,
browmel by the suns of every clime,
was pulled forward over his wrinkled
face. His arched bhack was bent under
an old cloak., wrapped closely ronnd
him notwithstanding the bheat. It-wonld
have been difficult in this miscrable
dress to judge of cither his size or face.
Near him was the gypsy Sapzarre, 8
woman about thirty vears old. She
was tall and well made. with olive
complesion, magniticent eyes and gold-
on hair, and earr.ed berscif to perfec-
tion.

Sapearre was resarding him with a
she wished to fix
Eerory

lien

peculiar gaze, gs if
his features indelibly In uer

It wna bot for a few moinend
Senearve berself followed the ond man
and bhis tireop, who had already lelt 1he
vessel

“That's & bold gynsy.” seld
to him=elf. *“*Couid she has
me as thie man whor siue saw at

Noveorod?

Allrtnel
ing]

.inl

18

" LeThT, '
(R I|I:|||l L

Tlhese confounded Lins

have the eves of a catl They can see
in tbe dark. and that woman thele
micht well Enow™ -

Michael Strexs wos cn the point of

following Sangarre and the gypsy Land,
but he stopjed.

“No," thought he; “no unguarded pro-
ceedings. 1f 1 were to stop that old
fortune teller and his companions, my
fncognito wonld run a risk of being dis-
covered. Desides, now they have land-
ed, before thiey can pass the frontier I
shall be alrvady beyond the Ural. |
know that they may take the route
from Kasan to Ichim, but that alei:ls
po resources to travelers, amd, besides,
a tarantass drawn by four goud Sibe-
rian horses will always go faster than
A gypsy cart.”

By this time the old man and San-
carre had disappeared In the erowd.

An bour afterward the bell rang on
board the Cavceasus, ealling the pew
passengers and recalling the forwer
ones. It was pow T o'clock
morning. . The reaquisite fuel bad becn
received on board. and about 10 o'clock
in the morniecg youngz Livonian,
leaving her cabin, appearcd on deck.
Michinel Strogoll welt forward aasd
took her L.

“look., sister!™ sa'd he, leading her to
thie bows of the (0pen R,

The view was {ideed well worth ex-
dENHINE

1

The Covea=us Fad just then reached
the econtise nee of the Volea 2od the
I waotiil leave the for-
mer river after Laving descended It for
paore than HN versis 10 gaseead the lat-
1er for 474 versts,

The o was hers very wide, and
Ita wooded haniis were lovelr A few
Vhite satls enlivened the suarkline wa-
ler.  The Lorizow wus closal by g Lne
of hills covered with ::-1,1.--115.‘ aleors
nid =ometimes large oo s,

1l e sl

BB these beatiies of opature cor'd

Ih_rl digiraet the thonchis of (e Youngzs
Livonian even for an instaot She led
left her eatd In 1hat of Ler Conmpan.on
and soon, tnrning (o bim, =aid:

“Al what distapee 4 '
cow ¥’ L

“Nine bundred versts,*
bk 1s,” answerced Mi-

R 4 |
“nz:"]i:EE bundred out of seven thou-

The veil now announced the break-
fast hour. Nadia followed M!cnneli
|

Strogoefll to the restaurant. She ate lit
tle, as a poer girl whose means are |
small would do. Michael Strogof
thought it best to contenut Limself with ';
tlug fare wiich satistied bis companion, |
cod in less than iwenty minoies HI::
chael Strogoff and Nadia returned -Em!
deck. There they seated themselves in |
the stern. and without other preamble |
Nadia, lo%ering Ler voice so as to be |
Leard by bim alone, began: |

“Brotlier, | am the dauzlter nflﬁ 2
fle. My name is Nadia Fedor. {l;
mother died at Rica scareely a month
agze, and | am going to Irkutsk to pe- |
join my fatber aud share Lis esile”

I, too. am going to Irkutsk.” answer
od Michael. “and 1 shall thank Leaven
if it evables me to give Nadia Fedor

' 'm b Jn

safe into her father's hands.” |

L T

- Fedor.

in the

i) - e

e s  — e e ——— __-— i - - e— | 2 g . de .

; ector she would have remained iM-  qoney. e was thipking of seeking had obia‘ned a spred | i

mﬂlq‘“ﬂ. ﬂhE Eﬂid nﬂthlﬂg. hl:lt Mr g]-eﬂlf dlm Iutﬁ“gﬂnﬂ tmm 0T - Eim‘m nm‘lhllwlh‘lhll:.l."'—‘. . '“"ri_
looks spoke ber thanks. tive of Kasan when his atteation was  ties could 1o no 1”.?::. bl z

The (aucasus had been stean®ng o0 giverted. vadin ashed nolling moic. Yie sy

3 in this forinuate woeeling WEL Slichay

A miis s only of mervleating her Ja

ney to her father

“] had” said she, ™a periit whieh
authorized me 1o go 1o Irkutsi, Lo 1y
order of the governor of Nijul Novg.
rod annulled that. aud butl Ter yoy,

~ prother. 1 should have bech uunbie to

leave the town, and witbout doubg |
should bhave perisbhed.”

«and dared you alone, Nadia” sajg
AMichael, *attempt 1o Cross the stenpey
of Siberia?

“The Tartar invasion was not knowyg
when 1 left Riga.” replied the young
girl. «Jt was only at Muscow that |
learned that news.”

»And notwithstanding that you con.
tinued your journey r

“1t was my duty.”

Tuis word showed the claracter of
the courageons givl.

She then spoke of her fatbker, Wasslll
He was a much esteced phy.
sician at Riga, but his counection with
some seeret soclety baviug bLeen ag
gerted be received orders to siart for
Irkutsk, and the police wlio Lrought
the order conducted him withovt delay
beyond the fromtier. Wassill Fedor bad
but time to embrace bis sick wire and
his daughter, so so0n 10 be left alone,
when, shedding bitter tears, Le was
led away.

A vear and a balf after her husband's
departure Mme. Fedor died in the arms
of her daughter, who was thus left
alone and almost penniless. Nadia Fe-
dor then asked and easily obtained
from the Russian governmeot an ag-
thorization to join ber father at Ir
kutsk. She wrote and told him she
was starting. Sbe bad barely enough
money for this long journey, and vet
gshe did not hesitate to undertake It
She would do what sbe couid. God
would do the rest.

The next day, the 10th of July, the
Caucasus reached Perm, the last place
at which she touched on the Kama.

The government of which Perm s
the capital Is one of the largest in the
Russian empire and, extending over the
Ural mountains, encroaches on Sibe
rian territory. Marble quarries, mines
of ealt. platinum, gold and coal are
worked bere on a large scale, Although
Perm by its sltuation bas become an
important town, it is Ly DO Wweaus at-
tractive, being extremely muddy and
dirty and possessing no resources. This
want of comfort Is of no cousequence
to those going from Russia to Siberia,
for they come frowm the more civilized
distriets and are supplied with all nec
essaries. but to those arriving from the
countries of central Asia, after a long
and fatiguing journey, It would nDe
doubt be more satisfactory If the first
European town of the empire, situated
on the Asiatie frontier, were better sup-
plied with stores.

At Perm the travelers sell their vehl
cles, more or less damaged by the long
journey across the plains of Siberia.
There, too, those passing from lL.urcpe
to Asia purchase carriages during the
summer and sleizus-in the winter sea-
gon before starting for a several
months’' journey through the steppes.

Michael Strogoff had already sketch-
ed out his programme, so now he had
only to execute it

[To BE CONTINUED.)

l Babics and children need |
proper feod, rarely ever medi-
cine., |If they do not thrive
on their food something is
wrong. They need a little
help to get their digestiv
machinery working prop<iiy.
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