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‘he Mystery of No. 13.

' Lemaire had made his point, viz., that

with a grin, “you've found a mare’s
nest, and much good may it do ’eel’
So departed Job Trubshoes; but Mr.

Janin could easily have returned toihe
house, unknown to Job, bave hidden

to him slowly and grudgingly at first,

& = & F It:"r g',"t.d t|J h-!.:_!‘. U‘r'l-'ﬂ. -
j 2 - o but presently got angry, and| gave out

moel e - s .« his snarls quicker. - :
Ta e d to the prisoners exces : .|
B bating. o THE b;[.ix.-__l which he Whkat he had to say had been largely

N o Franelr=IwirEE :
N q._i:.. -LLDE'?:E,Z :}h{?z made to relate in detail what hours }:in‘s

: - eoluntarv confession of 2Fprentice kept, and many othen ::4-;...
2. e haw it harpened. and in tails, that made that young man lqu—
g’ o e motive that evident- Dear an industrious and harmless
' d Bb. creature who would not hurt a fly,

B o related how in Mr. Ross's and who, by no manner of means could

i h alned irance Lo he cob-
disordered. as if in the Dave obtained enirance 1 t

bealll 1] S TI T

=

i
| bk ey

* of the judge, hehad  «y,u never once lefit the house?”
en to facts, and proved them, 100,  J,, Trubshoes hesitated, scowling
while a¢ vet Mr. Lemaire bhad noth- ,pn4 mumbling his grizzly jaws.

g substantial with which to Ell_I"L‘l*I:t “Pr'aps 1 did. For a matter ol
= Nevertocless, he was 1n his {ive minutes. To buy my supper

. ¥

best forra when he jumped up, and peop»
=10 - : : “You left your door uniocked?*
n suspected the French maid  wy o »
Tom the beginning ?” “Any one might have got in during

nerht ske had a hand in the

I thoug L your absencef”
esirue ion of the missing letter.

: : : : . anifested
' think so still¥” oli man. “I’d got nothing to steal.” |er than the mistress r1.1'1d1 At dL:er-
g *lt was dark when you went outé” l ten times as much surjrise an

What do you think®’
“That Mrs. St. George obtained pos-
lession of it, and destroyed 1t her-

“Cat’s twilight,”

“No; it's a lumber-room. ,
should 1 want there at night¥

i vour impressiom Was thnE;
the ma'd had doctored the dranght? .’

A+ Tt ae times. :

SLE LHLOL=— : : “What time
“In order stress 10lo .

n order to put her mist ' morningt”

t soun | sleep while the sapphires were “Eight o'clock.”

“Did he look as usual®”

, Yo 1 did not believe :Mr. St. George |
¥len he accused himself of the mur-

A
GET ™7

"I might not have done without the

- L
E:}.H.'._:.",-",[l':rjr E‘*idanca 'Df thE LS~ 'h'DH-E-E l-hat daF?

&

“You say you saw he was hiding
& in his breast, May he mot have pick-,
¥ it up from where it had been flung
¥ some other person 2 i3
‘It is possible. But his demeanor EIEI:I:‘?:?EI‘ Sisaade day
"'ﬁﬁ that of a guilty person.” & “Seerme c.‘t;earful =
Which you took care to intensify, ce
Elr-a:_ It not strike you that you went
[Jnsiderably beyond your duty iniry-,

on him.”

the place upside down,
Janin inside out.

much change out of either on us.”

ness, it wants skill.

;Ef* 1: get bim to incriminate him- i;w&men' and murders, and such-like
: irl” added the old wretch
ar. Skewton was silent., !Etuff. Lor, sir :

discounted by Mr. Skewton, but he was |

“Who wanted to get. in?” snarled the |

“Did you visit the attic that night® ‘
What | jooked at Jack, ““ came in, apart from

Mr. Lemaire nodded his head several | tragic, the most unfortunate feature

did Janin come next completely played into Rose Dupont’s

“A wman don’ his face with pected each ot e crime, the
-hiaiiﬁnluﬁnfﬁﬂinﬁm notice ;T:m:.:band thinking the wife had kill-{ pap you do out of the horse. Of
“Some inguiries were made af{ your

“Yes, a passel of foold who turned
and me and |
But they didn't get

“He has come regularly to work ever

“Shoemaking don’t want cheerful-
Janin stuck to
his work, and didn’t tronble about

“ The name of that man,’—and here
Mr. Lemaire paused, and his scathing
eyes found out the French ‘woman
where she sat, “was Janin Pierrot,
' Rose Dupont’s lover, and Rose Du-
| pont’s confederate, the man whom she
had assisted to get into the house,
whom she had helped to depart, and
who had shot Mr. Ross when discover-
ed on the premises by that gentleman
when he returned to the house af:eE
Mr. St. George had gone up Lo bed.

At this daring indictment, unexpect-
ed,. startling, a bolt out of the blue,
all eyes were turned on Jack, then
on Rose, who, cowering as under 2
crushing physical blow, had erouched
down with bowed head in her place ev-
erv line of her figure a corroboration
of his words. “ That woman,” _sziid Mr.
Lemaire, pointing a terrible finger at
her. * laid her plans well. She had by
her the chloral ready to mix with her
mistress’s night-dranght, and lz_tafl
long ago arranged the signal by which
she was to let her lover know when
Mrs. St. George was sleeping down-
stairs, alone and unprotected, with
the sapphires close at hand; and, in
short, everything fell out precisely as
she had hoped and Entt‘.n{lEd—"ﬁ::th one
exception—the unexpecied contingency
of Mr. Ross’s return. Mrs. St. George
duly drank her draught, and went to
bed and to sleep; a notoriously bad
sleeper she slept right away from eie‘-r
ven o'clock that might until e-.g1ht o'-
clock the next morning ! Mr. St.George
in due course went upstairs and also
retired to rest, not, as that woman
with the toothache had sworn, alter
Mr. Ross came in, but before.

“ The coast was now clear, all was
prepared for the thief, Janin Pierrot,
and at the given time he stole safely
and secretly into the house. Into the
house, ves, but meanwhlle, some one
who had not been taken into the wo-
man's reckoning came 1N ‘l.l.‘llhdﬂ'l:-
latchkey, and in the act of undressing,
hearing movements below, for which
he could not account, probably th
noise made by the man's getting
through the window, descended quick-
lv. and found himself face to face
with an intruder, who, having come
for plunder, was betrayed by person-
al jeopardy and fear of consequences
into murder. Mr. Ross always carried
firearms: in this instance 1:1-: cia.rrmd
a pistol belonging to Mr. St. George
and it was natural enough that ‘lm
should present the weapon he had with
him at the man he found there under
such desperate circumstances at such
an hour of the night. _

« That man,” went on Mr. Lemaire,
still with his eyes fixed on Rose’s bow-
ed figure, “ Janin Pierrot, ]‘EUHE Du-
pont's lover, alias the cobbler’s assist-
ant. snatched the pistol from Mr.
Ross's hand, shot him dead with it, laid
| him af the very feet of the drugged
and innocent woman, who had been
betrayed by the maid, she had h_FI_'lE'.;
fitted and trusted, and too tE‘.l’l‘I.‘[IEE.
to pause and secure the booty for
which he had come, made his escape.

“ If the woman ujp stairs stole down
in the night and saw the hideous work
her greed bhad wru‘ulght_, whe has pmvi
ed herself of sufficient resource ant
resolution to go up again, and remain
| guietly there till the m_nrn:‘ng, W he‘n‘
the discovery of the night's evenis
would come a%out maturally and no
cuspicion attach to herself.
| So. indeed, things fell vut, and we
| mav be sure that when her poor mis-
| tress woke out of the drugged sleep,
' to find a murdered may only a yard
or two away, the maid shr

b
|
i
|

|
|
|
|

—

—em ——

iaked loud-

TOT.
“ And here,” Mr. Lemaire turned and
' that poor young man’s death, the most

ltﬂf the whole case, and the one that so

hands as left her mistress of t_he
game. In the first-shock of the dis-

! rv husband and wife mutually sus-
| eated other of the crime, the

| ed his friend in defence of her honor,
| the wife believing that Mr. Ross had
stolen into her room while she was
asleep, been discovered _therna by her
| husband, and that in-a fit of fury the
' latter had killed his friend, believing
in her guilt, and left the dead man
there to tell his own tale.”

Mr. Lemaire removed his eyes from

with satisfaction at the success of his
sent, following his,

sel’s words.

| THE MULE IN TIME OF WAR |

| that delayed the embarkation of the

Rose, to glance at Jack, and thrilled

ila the eyes of all pre-
Bolkl guess: (% fﬂgnd in Jack’s

face a living corroboration of his coun-

NEARLY A MILLION DOLLARS
WORTH OF HIM IN ACTION.

Amerlean and Spanish Mules Working
Side by Side In Somth Afriea—Thelr
Great Im ortance In W.ar—Stands the
Climate Beiter Than the Horse, and
Muach Easier Fed.

The Marquis of Lansdowne, Secre-
tary of State for War, says that the
government has bought 15,000 mules,
to carry troops and supplies from the
coast to the scene of war. . Of these
8000 or 9000 were bought in the United
States, and severa! thousand of them
are already in active service. The
rest are on the way from New Orleans
and Charleston, The remainder came
from Iialy and from Spain, and thus
we see the Spanish and American mule
laboring side by side against a com-
mon foe, writes a correspondent.

On general principles we may sup-
pose that it was the Spanish variety
of mule which was directly responsible
for the great calamity at Nikolson's
Nek, causing the capture of 1500 Bri- |
tish troops and the death of several
gallant officers. | The thing never
would have happened if the mules had
not stampeded and run away with the
ammunition. In a private letter an
:nfantry officer wrote from Ladysmith
scme days previous to this disaster
that a lot of unbroken mules had just
been received, and he predicted that
they would stampede the first time
they got into action.

The mule was reasponsible not only
directly for the one great reverse of
the war, but it was the lack of him

1st Army Corps and enabled the Boers
to have a brief hour of triumph. The
humble animal figures a bit in di-
plomacy, for the fact that he had not
beer bought when hostilifies became
certain was held to be adequate refu-
tation of the charge that Mr. Cham-
berlain deliberately brought on war.
Oddly enough, some of the same critics
who had scored the government for
preparing for war too previously af-
terward turned around and found
[ault because the government was not
ready when the fighting really began

—especially because that all-import-
the War Office has bought and paid

for mules worth about £1,500,000. The
latest mule quotation is $10¢ a beast,
and I am informed that
firm and that no difficulty whatever
has been found by the government in
getting all the mule help they want.
In fact, the War Office’'s representa-
tives in Cape Colony have been gath-
ering in all the miles in that neigh-
borhood for the last six months, and

got about %K) there alone. Ilore re-
cently, however, no further back than
Lhree months ago, officers were sent
10 Europe and America mule bunting.
The mules of course, .don't know where
Lhey are going, and neither do the men
who are taking them. Orders have
been given them *Proceed to the Cape
for instructions.” but whether after
they get there and drop anchor, they
will be landed in that neighborhood or
sent around to Durban or Port Eliza-
beth is an opsn question.

In buying these mules the officers
have been careful as far as possible
to get those that have bean trained.
This word "trained” suggests a pos-
sible mule curriculum, but it means
merely those who have been in har-
ness and done a bit of knocking about
already—although, as my imformant,
an army officer, who knows mules
from A to Z, remarked, “You get even
a raw mule in front of a stout wagon
with a couple of tons in it, and he
can’t do much harm.”

These new mules are to be used only
for transportation purposes—that is,
for hauiing (he long *'Cape wagons”
ten or twelve mules to each— and none
of them is destined to carry packs, the
former function of the mule in war.
Noue of the new recruits wiill-be press-
ed into service as members of mounted
batteries, either, for there are two
mule companies that have been accus-
tomed for years to act as flesh-and-

hlood gun carriages at the Cape.
These last animals served their ap-

prenticeship at the government bar-
racks at Newport and have become
used to the smell of powder, and are
sptirely blase about having small
CANNONS ON THEIR BACKS.
In fact, the mule is playing a big-
ger part in this campaign than any re-
presentative of his species ever did be-
fore, for, asmy informant put 1t, “‘this
is the biggest expedition sent out from
Kngland since the Crimea, and the use
of mules in the Franco-Prussian war
was only a fraction of what it 1s In
this one. You see, it would be next
to impossible to carry on{ our war in
the Transvaal without the mule. We
ohoss him for this expedition espec-
ially. because he will stand the climate
of South Africa better than the horse.
In fact, you get mores out of the mule

coursse, he’'s slower, but then he’s
stronger, too, and he stands the work
bestear. I fancy I kpnow aln dbout!
mules—I've handled 'em in India and
in South America and at the Cape, too.
We usnally get twenty years’ work out
of a mule, and that puts the horse's
record nowhere. Mules don’t contract
disease aseasily as horses, but, on the
other hand, when a mule does get
some trouble he plays out faster than
the horse does. Why, as far as we
know. out of the G020 mules now un-
der observation, we haven’t lost more
than three. What do they eatf Ohb,

To be Continued.

only a deal less than he requires.”

L ]

It is said that the tromble at Nikele

son’s Nek was due not so much to lack
of soldierly gualities on the paxt of
the mule as to mistaken or ireacher-
ous management on the part of the
335 boys, who were in charge of him,
tenders from the South had arrived in
time to accompany the expedition those

that if some of the negro mule

15300 men never would have been taken
prisoners. Now, a friend of mine,

A GERMAN SCIENTIST,

who has just come back from Johan-
nesburg, make an unpalatable state-
ment about these Cape boys, and' I re-
port it for whatever truth there may
be in it, ““There are two kinds of Cape
boys,” he said, “those who have studied
with the missionaries and those wha
have not, [t is a fact that in Johan-
nesburg, and in the mines Cape boys
who have not come under religious in-
fiuence are greatly preferred. This ia
not saying anything against religion,
but that the boys who have gone to
missionary schools have learmed just
enough, as a rule, to become -deceitful
and untrustworthy, Get a Cape boj
when he isin his natural state of ig-
norance, and you can usually depend
upon him.” At any rate, it is to be
observed that most of the muleteers at
Nikolson’s Nek had been in the servict
of Boer farmers in the neighborhood
The mule used for the mountain ar-
tillery ordinarily holds a much highe1
rank than the common, or garden,
mule, and usually has special training
and a carefully considered reputation
for stability. It is his duty to help
carry to high and difficult places the
7-pounder screw guns which are often
used with deadly effect by the British.
This screw gun is so called beccuse it
is in two parts, each weighing 75 or 100
pounds. Each half is inirusted to a
mule, and the two parts are joined
together at the mountain top in a
jiffy ; the carriage is brought on the
back of another mule, and others bring
along the ammunition. It is expect-
ed that these mountain batteries will
soon be more effective than ever, for
muck FmpyosFement Has oeén made
lately in the pattern of . |

THE MOUNTAIN GUN.

The mule has many advantages over
the horse im the present ecampaign,
especially because he has the reputa-
tion of being able to hang on to a prg-
cipitous pathway by his ears where a
horse could not be made to wventure
with any amount of urging. ( Except
in mountain climbing, he carries ordi-
narily about 160 pounds, although, if
well fed, he sometimes can take 300
pounds. He not only is much freer
from disease than the horse, but his
skin 18 so much thicker that the pesti-
ferous tropical bug can not make life
so much of a burden for him. Besides,
he isn’t half so fussy asa horse about
what he eats or drinks. His usual ra-
tions in South Africa are 10 pounds of
grain or 20 pounds of oat hay, with
half an ounce of rock salt; that, how-
ever, is when times are good, and if he

the market is | has to work along on short rations he

is as cheerful and contented about it
as possible, -

So it is that the humble mule is tak-
ing away nearly all the laurels in this
war from his haughtier equine cousin.
Gen. Truman, in charge of the re-
mounts department, which is attend-
ing to all the purchases of mules and
horses for th: war, has been receiving
more offers of horses for service im
South Africa than he canm accept. Ne
horse under 5 or over 9 years is taken
Of the 2000 horses bought outside of
those already reserved by the govern-
ment, many have seen service in Lon-
don on the street car and bus lines.
One who doesn't know the London bus
horse might draw a mental picture oi
a worn-out bag of bones, and that
would be a gross libel, for the London
bus horse is big, strong and sleek.

i

PATRIOTIC TRADESMEN.

In view of the war in the Transvaal
a London photographer announces his
willingness to photograph sailors and
soldiers in uniform free of charge, and
to present a cabinet portrait to every

one accepting the offer, while an in-
stakdme ni-;Jdan [urnishing sompany
gives notice that it will suspend pay-
ments for goods to &all reserve men
called out, and that in the event of
any of its customers being killed dur-
ing the war the company will foregq
the balance of the account and make a
present of the whole of the goods t¢
the widow or children.

- —
CLEANING PARIS.

Paris is said to be the cleanest cit)
in the world. BEvery morning 2,00¢
male and 600 female scavengers, di-

vided into 149 brigades, turn out te
perform the tollet of the capital. The
men work from 4 in the morning tili
4 in the afterncon, less two hours ofi
for meals, or 10 hours a day. The
womer are engaged in the morning
only.

— i
A DOTING PARENT.

Willie—Johnny Smith’'s imnother 1is
awful good to him.

Jimmy—What did she do?

Let him have the measles the
school opemned.

 — -

COULDN'T BE DISPUTED.

Hoax—There goes a woman whose
husband has had one foot in the grave
for many Yyears.

Joax—Why, I thought he was dead.

Hoax—So he is, but he was a onee
legged man.

POETICAL DREAMS.

Hasn't that poet a far-away look 1

Yes. I presume he is irying to see
a square meal somewhere 1n the fu-
ture.

day

PRESUMABLGG

Nop, th’ dog won’t sleep mowhereo
else but on th’ back-door mat.

practically the same as the horse—

Kind o dogmatic, ain’t hei
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