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A REMARKABLE BRITISH FORT ON THE TUCGELA RIVER, EAST OF CAPTURED COLENSO.
position of extraordinary
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"The Armies of To-Day,” Lord
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‘s dress. for no men tied up as
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» when they take lhel

rich, is the uni-|
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a feeling that the dressed-up monkey .
And then |28 a barrel organ bears a sirong re-
A St semblance to the British general in
heir joyv in the shelterless,| his meaningless cocked hat and fea- risen 25 per cent.during the last fort- |
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sons to See Kruger.
The cost of living in Cape Town has

night.

All the soldiers who went out by
were inoculated _
| plained that he “had obeyed a resist-

the Kinfauns Castle
against typhoid on the voyage.

Some two hundred horses belonging
to the Liverpool Corporation Tram-

« The young person who fills so im- | way stud have been requisitioned for

portant a place in our domestic ar-

rangements as housemaid, parlormaid, |
or “ general” often enough takes a |

pride in her appearance, which, though
entirely natural is sometimes irritat-
ing to the less reasoanable type of mis-
tress. What would she think if it were
pecessare for her, as it apparently 18

' in Germany, before taking a place as

domestic servant, to provide herself
with a special passbook, in which full

maid servant is entered by the police
of her native district, and is sometimes

dictated more by candor than chivalry.
The color of the eyes and hair, and the
shape of the nose, are a1l duly chron-

icled. and if the coustable is of opin-|

ion that any of these features are
“ugly * he has no hesitation in say-
ing so. What pussibilities such a system
suggests! Imagine the young Ppersoln
about to start a career as cook pre-
senting herself before the local con-
atable to await his verdict on her nose
and lips!
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The main body of the Post Office
Corps, attached to the 24th Middlesex
Rifle Volunteers, have left London for

the Cape. The corps is composed ‘main-
ly of sorters im the London postal ser-
vice. but there are also a few post-
men  Their duty, as the names of the
corps implies, is to keep open postal
communication with the various places
occupied by British forces.

i

CHLOROFORM WON'T WORK.

It has been found that an apparatus
for killing animals with chloroform in
England would not work in India, be-

| cause the high temperature prevented

he concentration of the chlorofrom
vapor. That this was the cause was
proved by the fact that by placing ice
‘n the box the animals were readily
killed.

service by the War Office.

One of the new Colt automatic
guns, capable of firing a minimum of

100 shots a minute, is due to arrive atl
Durban early this month.

The Orange Free State hascomman-

deered two resident English doctors,

Messrs. Bidwell and Ramsbotham, 10
assist their Ambulance Corps.

The Coldstream Guards rejoice in the
possession of four brothers with the

appropriate name of Battle. All four
left with that regiment for the fronmt.

When the Durham Light Infantry
left Aldershot,

in every compartment of the train.

The Devonian Club has telegraphed | Eruger and Fresident Steyn were Mr.
to the commanding officer of the 15t[E?315n Cecil, M.P., and the Hon. Mrs.

Devonshire: “Every man, woman, and
child of Devon is proud of you all. The
2nd are coming.”

The Home Government is bearing the
whole of the cost of the armed :13'.:'.".5[-]

ance which Rhodesia is rendering :» | so splendidly at Dundee, bave had pre-
the war, none of the expense falling | vious experience of South Africa. As

on the Chartered Company.

The expression “plugged shell,”

whick was contained in so many of the |

telegrams reporting the battle at

Glencoe, is applied to shells which are

not filled with any explosive.
Considerably
children refugees from the Transvaal

are in receipt of relief from the local
Women’s Fund at Cape Town, and re-
fugees are still pouring into the town.

Messrs. N. M. Rothschild & Sons pre-
sented one thousand pipes, one thou-

over 6J0 women and

|

l

' tered, has been arrested by them on
' the charge of having given informa-

Lady Audrey Buller |
distributed paper and reading matter |

sand pouchesand one thousand pounds

of tobacco to the 1st
who left for South Africa on
day.

The joiners

=cots Guards,
Satur-

at Chatham dockyard
have been warned that they will be re-

gquired to work all night on transporis
which are being seut thither from Til-

bury to be fitted up for immediate ser-

vice.

Captain Penfold, who is one of the

|
|

| | months.
¥ While the transport Malta, with the
' - Coldstream Guards on board, was de-

From Britain—The Last English Per. afternoon the

managers of the De Boers mines, states

that on the outbreak of the war there
would probably have been in Kimber-

The battle of Dundee began at day-
break and lasted until midday. In the

miles from the scene of the battle,
were selling in the streels with a de-
scription of the fight.

There was no particular reason why
Mr. Rhodes should have gone to Kim-

berley. In a letter written to a friend
just before he started, however, he ex-

less impulse.”

Mr. Leslie, clerk to the Newcastle
bench of magistrates, who elected to
stay in the town when the Boers en-

tioa to the DBritish.

Up to the present sovme £200,000
worth of Transvaal gold has been im-
pounded by the British authorities at
Cape Town and Durban. About £300,-
| 000 worth more is now on the sea, and
will be seized on arrival.

When news of the victory at
Elandslaagte reached Cape Town on
Sunday the people were at church.

They at once trooped out of church,
and the special editions of the evening
papers were all gquickly bought up.

The last British visitor of President

| Evelyr Cecil, who have now arrived at
Durban. They had interviews with the
two Presidents on the eve of the de-
| claration of war-

| The King's Royal Rifles, who fought

the old 6Jth they left some of their
best and bruvest in that corner of the
country where they have again distin-
' guished themselves.

A circular has been issued from Pre-
toria headed “Burghers, take care,”
| warning the Boers in the field against

' the use of Mauser cartridges marked
"N, F.” or “D.M.Y.A.” which ‘must
' be kept apart as, when used, they
i cause the guns to burst.”

| Mr. Arthur Fitzpatrick, 2 volunteer
' of the New South Wales Field Artil-
| lery, now in England, bas been appoint-
‘ed a special service officer by the
| War Oifice. In recognition of the fact
' his Government have cabled him pro-
~motion to the rank of captaim.

. Two ladies who visited the DBoer
camp at Winsorton Station to inter-
cede for their captured husbands were

courteousiy received, and their re-
quest for their husbands’ release
granted. They reported on their ar-

rival at Kimberley that they had been
weil treated.

A train carrying 20.000 sacks of flour,
weighing 230 pounds each, which had
been cons.gned by a colonial firm to
the Transvaal, has been stopped by the
authorities at De Aar Junction. The

flour seized would have been enough to
keep the whole Boer army for three

- tained in the Solent by fog, the de-
. stroyer Fawn went out 1o her, and
Egreatly gratified the troops on board
| by supplying them with newspapers
conatining the accounts of the battles
at Glencoe and Elandslaagte.

As showing the keenness of spirit
existing at Mafeking it is stated that
two ladies, the wife and daughter of a

railway employe, bave absolutely re-
fused to go into the women’'s laager,
and as both are good shots, and have
their own Lee-Metfords they are capa-
ble of taking care of themselves. -

A troop of volunteers is being raised
:n London for service in the Transvaal.
The corps will be self-supporting and

not cost the Government anything.
The minimum subscription for mem-
bers is £159. The offices of the com-
m'itee, who are making the arrange-

London papers, 7,000

Floriculture.
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ABOUT THE DROUGHT.
A sudden stir among the maiden

leaves,

and little murmurs from the widow-
ed grass,

The hurlrlied trumpet call of winds—the

Of God's great drums across the echo-
ing hills,

And uniformed in gray, with glitter-
ing spears,

The I:Eegikmﬂnt of Raindrops marches

ack,

And all the world grows beautifua!

again.

Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

MY WINDOW GARDEN.

At the rear of the entrance hall of
my home is a small bay-window about
four feet wide and eight feet lcng,
writes Elizabeth Flint Wade. The win-
dow as an addition to the house, and
the opening into it, is not, as 1s usu-
ally the case, the length of the win-
dow. It'is three and one-half feet in
width, just that of the original window
of which this is an expansion, so the
bay-window is in reality a tiny room
by itself. I use it in winter for a mini-
ature conservatory, and stock it with
plants which best bear the uncertain
temperature of a house. Last winter
instead of filling it with blossoming
plants, I devoted it almost entirely g
“ green things ' growing.” Foliage
plants, begonias and ferns formed the

| staple. products, while every available
' bit of space suitable for such plants

was used for vines.

I had some plants which are not usu-
ally cultivated indoors. In the aulumano
I went to the woods and brought home
hepaticas, blood-root, bed-straw, wild
geraniums and Jack-in-the-pulpit bulbs.
These I potted and put them 1o the
cellar for three or four weeks before
attempting the process of acclimatiz-
ing them to a heated house. In a week
or two after they were brought up and
placed in the window they began tO
grow, and at Christmas time I had.two
pots of hepaticas in bloom. The blos-
soms were very large and of a deeper
lavender tint than when they bloom
out-of-doors. The blood-root did nect
re: ponG so quickly. 1t grew very slow-
ly and did not bloom until February.
| The bed-straw began to grow almost
at once and crept here and there am-
ong the plants, attaching its sprays to
whatever specimen took its fancy.
Perhaps the prettiest of these
wood plants was the wild geranium, or
Herb Robert. In this plant theleaves
' a]l] start from a common center and
form a rounded mass, the delicately cut
foliage being of the most tender and
bewitching green. These plants were
grown in low pots, and served in turn
all through the winter as floral center
pieces for the dining table. The Jack-
in the pulpit proved a fascinating ad-
dition to my collection. The “Little
Minister ” took -very kindly to his new
pastorate and in December seni up
great, thrifty leaves and later appear-
ed in full canonicals. It was specially
interesting to watch the habits of
growth of these wild plants. One so
seldom sees them except in full matur-
ity that it was a new experience to
watch them from the beginning of
their growth up to their full perfec-
tion.

Of vines I had Asparagus plumosus
and Asparagus sprengeri, both of
which plants demand the attention of
the amateur. The latter plant grew
with the most astonishing rapidity,
some of the sprays reaching a length
of over three yards. The fine foliage
of this plant gives it a sort of misty
appearance and when placed on a high
bracket, it lJooks from a distance like
a little green fountain, sending up jets
of water which falls around it 1n col-
ored spray. A passion vine made 2
beautiful screen across the top of the
entrance of this little nook,and hung
from the center of the ceiling was a
basket from which depended yardsand
yards of the common Wandering Jew,
of the most vivid green.

1Lis window is heated from a regis-
ter eight feet away across the hall, and
the temperature was seldom above T0,
and oftener at 65. When the mercury
out-of-doors dropped below the zero I
sometimes put a small oil stove—the
tiny kind used for heating a basin of
water—at the entrance anf let it re-
main for ‘an hour or two. I took care
not to over-water Lhe plants, but the
soil was never allowed to become en-
tirely dry. Florists often advise ama-
teurs to let the earth in the pots get
dry and then give it a thorough soak-
ing. I have tried this method and
have found that to treat plants in this
way and have them grow successfully,
they must be cultivated in the moist
atmosphere of a green-house. It will
never do for the dry, over-heated tem-
perature of our living houses. The
only fertilizer which I used was a
small quantity of Jadoo liquid, perhaps
half a dozen times during the winter.
I had one or two plants each of geran-
iums, petunias, freesias, Johnsonii lily,
etc., which blossomed during the sea-
son, but it was the luxurious growth
of the foliage of the plants which did
not bloom that gave me most delight,
and I would advise anyone who loves
plants and who does not have success
with blossoming plants to try those
which promise nothing but leaves.

DOURLE-FLOWERED CHERRIES.

Double-flowered cherries are among
our handsomest flowering shrubs or
small trees, the weeping forms being

particularly graceful. A new variety
which received a first-class certificate
from the Royal Horticultural society
at London exhibition last May 1s
named James-H. Veitch; the flowers
are unusually large, very double, and
bright pink 4in color; the plants bloom
while they are very small, so that this
chrub is likely to be grown in pots by
florists.

ments are 231 Shaftesbury avenue.
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