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of Grey,

| brown complexions. :
| the great, square, open-sided market

there still exist in the remote districts | kn

of the republic g few communities
that steadfastly cling to their inher-

| ? b

hual:ftepe-:. one of the most antique of
Mexico’s prehistoric cities. It is sit-
?ated on the west shore of the pen-
msulﬂ__ which bears itg name, near
:w'here the Tehuantepec River empties
into the Pacific. Although in the
he:u:t of a country that is dry and
ste::r.le, the margins of its river can
be irrigated and there it is a piocture
of fertility and plenfy. Fields of
Sugar cane spread along on either side,
groves _nf stately cocoanut palms rus-
tle their long, crisp, green plumes
above them, and native huts with half-
flﬂkEﬂ. children about them are hidden
in the shade of mango, orange and lims
trees. x

The town of Tehuantepec fills the
whole valley of the river, and contains
together with its surrounding “bar-

4 T108,” some 12,000 inhabitants. On the

south it climbs a rocky hill several
hundred feet above the river, and from
the door yards of the houses, perched
up:on the rocks, a fine view may be ob-
ta{ned. Lofty, 1ound-rested moun-
t':u.ns arise in the distance, the blueish
tints of their barren sides shading
gradually down into the dull brown
of .t.h'E‘. surrounding plains, through
which deser{ waste runs a slendér rib-

bon of green, marking the course of
the Tehuantepec.

Centuries ago, a wandering tribe of
Zap_ntenas found this stream, built
t.hﬁ_i.r town upon its borders and re-
claimed a narrow strip of its valley
that reaches down to the Pacific coast,
ten miles to the westward. There are
comparatively few men in Tehuantepec,
the great majority of the male popula-

ML g T

Satin, generally emerald gree

= -
thmE_ of various other hu;‘. hl::lna\.atr

hich is a Very deep border, either of
highly colored cloth or of white plaid-
ed drawn work. Around the waist is
otted a broad red sash or “rebosa,”
1 on state occasions the stocking-
ess feet are I‘trequentlr lncased in

and drawn work of the hui il, camisa
Eﬂ. skirt flﬂunﬁ;_. Fawmpéu}aigners
¥e any conception of tha amount of
bﬂmtij:‘:ahng labor expended vpon the
thau ul designs in drawn work, for
manufacturing of which the Mexi-
T are so justly celebrated, In Te-
‘lantepec, as in some other communi-
ties, it is the sole occupation of a large
proportion of the inhabitants, and
there the passer-by can scarcely look
into an open door without seeing the
frame with the linen stretched in it
and the ‘household, of all ages, aaate:i
around it, some pulling threads out

u

The work is dome main]
middle class, and with m.ajlr'ahgr 1?33
skill, according to the practice, taste
and intelligence of the family. Only
by a comparison between drawnwork
that is carefully and firmly made of
a good quality of linen and a smooth

: with that whioh is loose, un-
even and poorly finished at the corners
can the difference in their relative
values be appreciated. All grades of
the work are offered at the railroad
stations by the persistent peddlers,
who congregate there upon the incom-
ing of the trains, but the purchaser
I::l:u;lst depend upon his own judgment
|as to the quality. The native senoras
E asaurf him :’ith their most win-
_ € courtesies that every piece is mu
ibcm.'l.tu y fuerte—very pglett.r anﬁ
| strong—without much regard for
| truthfulness. It is all cheap, how-
ever, at the prices asked for it, consid-
ening the amount of work and the
, time spent upon it; but a few good
Specimens are a much better invest-
' ment than a large collection of inferior
| work. It is, in the first place, beauti-
’ful In itself; it is lasting, and it is
' @enuine i1n all that it claims to be.
iI.t I8 n6 new invention with which to
!allure the tourist, but represents an

| industry as old at least as the Spanish |

' Lnvasion and settlement of the country.

adjust the mantilla with the native

her “rebozo,” but the Mexican lady

: ber Spanish lace man-
tlla and they are being sold on the

€rs, as curios. Many of the old wa

may still be seen in Mexico. E?az;
evening on the Paseo Mexican gentle-
men are seen wn the picturesque na-
tional or “ocharro" costume, but the
lace mantilla on the dark-eyed senorita

will be looked for in vain.
= - r

BLIND GIRLS.

Awfal Fate to Which They Are Condemn-
ed In China.

There is, perhaps, no fate much sad-
der tham to be born a blind girl in
the Chinese Empire.

It is bad enough and sad enough to
be born just a girl. For in the eyes
of Orientals woman commands small
fespect, and the advent of a girl baby
18 viewed by people in the humbler
walks of life as a calamity for which
the only compensation is the fact that
later on she will be a saleable commod-
ity—if she grows to be fair, according
to Chinese standards.

But a blind girl! From the cradle
she knows nothing but neglect, abuse
and contemptuous disdain. Father
and mother and brothers and sisters,
if she happens to have any, unite to
make her life a burden. Her days are
spent in drudgery and her nights in
that darkness which with the blind
differs from the day oniy because it
s quiet,

‘By the time she reaches the age of
14 she has been taught to sing, to
play upon some instrument, and she
18 then sold ouiright to one of a
class of women who make this trade in
blind girls their business.

And it is then that the real life of
acute misery begins. The hair is plas-
tered with pertumed oiniments and
ornamented with gaudy artificial flow-
ers, the cheeks are pa:nted thick with
rouge that lies in paiwches over a coat-
ing of powder, which lends to the face
e ghastly hue. The blind, expression-

tion being absent most of the time at | Neither is it a work that has deterior- | 1658 eyes are emphasised by the- livid

work on the plantations beyond the}

mountains which divide the isihmus.
As the traveler leaves the railway sta-

tion and goes into the town he will at

once remark the changed surroundings | fine a# ever was made in Mexico can | ¢lad.

that a few hours of travel have

brought him. In crossing the isthmus |

he has journeyed from the compara-
!.i.#ely modern town of Ceatzacoalcos
iInto a district inhabited by a race of
people that to-day are the same as
they were hundreds of years ago.
They are a separate branch of the
Zapoteca tribe, with customs, tradi-

tions and festivals quite as peculiar to
themselves as their own exclusive hiﬂ*l

tory. There is a total absence of
modernism about Tehuantepee, which
fact is doubtless owing to its lack of
inducements for men of energy and
capital to settle there. The irrigable
strip along the river is hardly worth
considering, but to the native Zapoteca

it is all-sulficient. Here they have
their gardens, ococoanut groves and
fields. Those who are so fortunate as
to have inherited a bit of ground with

a water right live in the midst of |
plenty; the others go elsewhere to|
Thus it happens that Te-|

seak work.
huantepec is a town of women. Here
the sex (ake the initiative in every-
thing. In the market place there au-
thority is supreme, and they will ad-
mit of absolutely no competition on
the part of mankind. The men are
simply not permitted to sell there.
They are a superb race of women, these

Zapotecas—tall, straight, lithe amaz-|

ons, of queenly carriage and pure
Every forenoon

house is literally packed with them.
Scme bring mnative chocolate, some
brown sugar, others flowers and vege-
tables, here to exchange for ornaments
and cotton cloths, the product of the
native looms. This is the mart where
all the petty native commerce centres,

and re the women sit or stand in | nDe _ i
e e 2 FIi.gicnuS community where it is found.

statuesque poses, trading, laughing
and joking. It is a truly novel scene,
animated by the badinage of these
picturesque creatures with the forms
of women and the minds and hearts of

ch:ldren.

in the dress of the same person—ele-
gant because of the rare grace of those
who wear the clinging robes that serve
as garments; gaudy because of the
gay colors they combine ; primitive and
opulent, in that these women, shod
only with plain leather sandals bound
to their brown, shapely feet with
thongs of rawhide, wear strings of

gold and jeweled ornaments about

necks. They have a great fondness

ated with the modern invasion of
iISEI.'EIM:ID-. for, while it is true that a
i great quantity of cheap drawnwork is
'made and offered for sale at a low
| price, the fact remains that work as

be found to-day, if one knows where
to look for it and makes known that
. he desires the very finest article.
Specumens are constantly being exe-
cuted that were never heretofore ex-

|I:=Elled for beauty of design and per- : :
i But there is a sad | PY their creatures, who play, sing and

fﬁﬂtiup of skill.
oversight on the part of both manu-
facturers and dealers in drawnwork in

some other foreign country. This is
the absence of old historical stitches
in the designs now to be found in the
markets. Systematic inquiry of the
i foremost dealers and among the
 drawnwork makers themselves in the

erly well-known stitches as the “Mar-
guerite,”” *‘Guadalupe,” etc., has elicit-
ed the invariable answer that they
| were no longer in demand. The state-
ment is undoubtedly true, for not a
| single specimen of the two stitches
‘ mentioned could be found and Lhe deal-
ers did not even know them, while the
old perfiladoras shook their neads sad-
ly and said: “No, we nave no old
| stitches; nobody wants chem any
more. The dealers encourage us to
form new stitches and make new com-
binations—anything for variety.”
Tehuantepec is perhaps the one ex-
ception to the foregoing rule among
all the towns where drawnwork is ex-
tensively made. This fact can only
be accounted for by the remote loca-
' tion of the community. There old de-
FH»i.g‘ﬂs are the rule rather than the ex-
ception. One historical stitch or de-
' sign thai may be found there in great
| quantity and perfection 1s the ‘“‘cross
' and crown.” This has the small
| Greek cross in one square and the
' wreath or crown in another, with
| squares of the original material at in-
tervals in between. It is one of the
prettiest and most serviceable of the
desaigns now made, and one that is emi-
ntly characteristic of the very re-

It is a great loss to the art that the
other ancient stitches have been drop-
ped, for the time was when they were
the property of states and bishoprics.

Their costume is a curious |

mixture of the elegant and gaudy, the | vl
primitive and the opulent, all combined | tical p

for necklaces made
Their most characte

adornment is the “huipil.”

from gold coins.
ristic article of
This is a

huge white headdress made of a lot of
stiffly starched native lace, and 18

WOrn in various ways
current occupation of

, according to the
the wearer. At

the market it is worn well back on

the head, with a car
grace of manner.

eless, indifferent
At home 1t 18

thrown about the shoulders in the
manner of a cape, or yet more like the
great frilled collar of Queen Eliza-

beth’s day.

is drawn down the back,

For religious festivals it

a wide lace

ruffle surrounding the face, thus giv-
ing the wearer an exceedingly demure
and sanctimonious expression.

balance of the vesture consists of what
problana, or na-
xico. Seldom 18
be seen outside

is known as the china
tional costume of Me

In former times the windows and beds
of all the gubernatorial and ecclesias-
alaces throughout the republic
were draped with these exquisitely
wrought fabrics, ‘e_a-:'h embodying,
among other quaini conceits, the
particular design emblematic of the

locality. 3
'1| Tehuj;mte,pec is probably the only

town in Mexico where laces and fabrics

sential feature in their sectional garb
Until of recent years a head dress
closely allied to the “huipil,” except-
ing that it was usually black and un-
starched, was universally worn
throughout Mexico. It was the old
familiar mantilla. It 18 a source of
the greatest re_g:fe!. on the ;:art of
every one who ViSLLS the republic that
the senorita has so generally laid aside
this graceful coiffure and adopted
Paris millinery in its stead. It mat-
ters not how richly trimmed they may
be, these fashionable modern hats

out of place in Old Mexico. Half
:;mcharm of the country lies in its
antiquity, its quaint and mdw_;dual
customs; and when a custom 1S SO
universally becoming as is the man-
tilla to the Mexican senorita’s face, it
seems a real milsfortune to give it up.
With the interchange of commodities
between the two republics there will,
of course, come o 7%3IEE O ear the
terchange of cusioms,

City of Mexico for suchy old and form- |

of native drawn work still form an es- |

blue that is used in this pathetical-
ly grotesque ‘“make-up,” and the ef-
fect of the whecle is heightened by

these travesties on mirthfulness are

The woman who owns these wretch-
ed ones rarely retains any girl who
has outlived the bloom of youth—say
18 years of age at the outside—and
every night in the sireets of the cily
You may see these hags, accompanied

endeavor (o be as altractive as they
' know how.

Mexico that can, perhaps, be mauzﬁd: The ‘wornen w]}a control! these piti-
only by a visitor from the states or | able girls have in many cases grown

' rich by their agency, but for the girls
themselves there is no bhope, no fu-
ture, no release. It 1s absolute slav-
ery, and of the most revolting na-
Death is the only possible means of
ture.
escape, and kind!y nature sees to it
| in most cases that this relief comes
| ewiftly.
It may be doubied whether in the
| whole world there is 2 more mournful
spectacle than these painted and be-
dizened blind girls of Canton.

——

DRE=S REFORM.,
The Duchess of Fife, the daughter of

| the Princess of Wales, has undertaken |

| a Herculean job. It is nothing less
' than the destruction of the English
| fashion of going decolette promiscu-
| ously. The English women expose

!the.maelves more than the women of

any other civilized nation, despite their
 boasted prudery. The women of wick-
' ed France, surprising to state, have
:Iung since avandoned the low-necked
gown for ordinary events. Yet their

English and American sisters continue
' to abbreviate their bodices at every
| possible chance. The Duchess of
. Fife does not frown the decoleite down

entirely ; she merely maintains that at
common entertainments, such as at the

theater, the seaside or at ordinary re-
' ceptions, a yard or two of shoulder,
' neck and arm are exposed needlessly.
At the first night of some great opera
or play she would go with her gown
cut low, but despite the Queen and the
| fashions of all the world, she must say
| that on some occasions this dress is
' entirely out of place. Just what ef-

 fect her crusade will have is hard to/|

' predict. )
' the low-necked style, and will allow
i no lady to be presented at her couart

| uniess so attired, yet the Duchess of

Fife is quite a leader in society, and
| is supposed, in addition, to have the
| sympathy of her mamma, the Princess

| [Ff ?\»'E.IE.S-

' REMARKABLE SHOOTING.

The tallow candle which is shot
through a door must hide its head be-
fore a seven and a half ounce plug of
clay which has been so fired as to per-
forate an iron plate an inch thick.
The velocity of the clay plug was

trememdorss. It has been estimated
that the speed necessary must be over
eighteen hundred feet a second. Ex-

riments of this kind were conduct-
ed by Capt. Cooper Key, of the British
Army, at the Royal Arsepal. A spe-
cial gun was employed and pressed cy-
linders of raw dry clay three inches
long and two inches in diameier were
aused. Eventually one of these plugs
went through a cast-iron plate one inch
ihick from a distance of not more than

twenty-five feet.

women of the states can never learn to!
grace of the Mexican-born woman. So |

streets, and in the shops by the deal-|

| the gay, multi colored gowns in which |

The Queen is firmly set for |

VAT MCE S 0T

ITEMS OF INTEREST ABOUT THE
BUSY YANKEE.

Neighborly Interest la His Doings—Matters
of Moment and Mirth Gathered from His

Dally Record.
There are now about 70,000 Italians

in New York.

Tammany still goes on raising sal-
aries, in spite of high taxes.

The crop reports from the Northe-
wesl continue to be very good.

Doors and windows made at Tacoma

go to England, Africa, and all perts
of America.

There is great activity about the
yard of vhe Chicago Shipbuilding Com-
pany at South Chicago.

The Monadnock block, Chicago, is

satd to have a daily ulation of
6,000, L

The wages of about 3,000 men in

Chicago have been increased from 5 teo
30 per cent. '

Augustus J. C. Hare has a room fur-

nished with articles formercly the pro-
perty of Pope Pius LX.

After his trip to Germany Senator

H1:1:1n:1 will make a tour of Italy, stop-
ping several weeks at Rome.

St. Louis expects to hold an Exposi-
tion in 1903 to celebrate the centennial
of the Louisiana purchase.

The Minneapolis mills make 14,000,-
(00 barrels of flour a year, and conm-
sume £0,0C0,000 bushels of wheat.

In 1886 the Erie canal carried to tide-

water 1,489,00J tons of vegetable food;
in 1807 it carried but 744,000 tons.

There are 42893 Baptist churches in
the United States, an increase of 500
over the number reported last year.

The hailstorms during a Nebraska
storm a few days since were so large
that many birds were killed by them.

The next cenzus of the United States
which will be taken in June, 1900, is
expected to show a population of 80.-
(U0, C00.

Mr. Andrew Carnegie has given
$4,000 to the fund for an engineering
laboratory at Stevens Institute, Hobo-
wen, N. J.

Lynching in the Uniited States
numbered Ib6 in 1897 and 127 in 18B8.
>ince January ist, (8.9, there have
been 3i.

The Arkansas Legislature has passed
a game [aw that will subject to a
fine’ a woman wearing a stuifed hbird
on her hat.

The growth of the churches in New
York ¢ity in the past year has been
phenomenal, the membership having
more than doubled.

A letter from Washington says that
six detectives are always on duiy to
keep President McKinely from harm
through cranks or fanatics.

A new c(otton factory is to be erect-
ed at Wilmington, N. C. It will oper-
ate 10,000 spindles and 500 locms, give
ing employment to $.0 operatives.

The total amcunt of the gifts and
begquests of philanthropic people and
!Ii.ht‘ L'uiie:ti States equalling or abovs
$0,000 made 1o 1B38, exceeds $38,000,000

During March and April the export
of manutactured goods I'rom this couns
try exceeded that of the same period
last year by pearly 215 L00,600.

The debt of ¢ivies in New Jersey is
shown by facts and f[igures compiled
by the Bureau of Statistics and Lab
our to be in the aggregate $69,370,094
an Lncrease ol nearly 320,000,000 over
1890.

The late Mr. Henry B. Hyde, presi
rdent of a New York insurance com-
| pany, had for years received one of
| the largest salaries ever paid to any
| business man in the world—§100,00d
| per annuim.
| Miss Helen Gould has purchased
!L_}'ndimr:si, the country home of her
' father, the late Jay Gould. The pro-
perty 1s in Terrytown, consists of 244
acres, and the price paid, it is under-
' stood, was $344,000.

According to the Mazet Police Bill,
which has become a law, no pelice
commissioner or ofificer of the New
York force may be a “member of
any political club, association, society
'or committee.”
| The American Bible Society has in
 the lasl B3 years issued 64,000,000 vol-
' umes of the Bible. This society is

.

'at present in need of funds with
- whi-h to meet the increasing demands
| for copies of the >criptures.
The inzorporation papers for the new
| women’s hospital in Brooklyn, which
I)r. Skene and hi:s frieads are soon
to erect, set forth that tke institution
is to be known as the Skeme Hospital
tor =elf-supporting Women.

Thomais A. Edison ia‘mnst particular
as to detail. For insiance, in selecting

bamboo {ibre for use in electric .ight
bulbs he first collected a specimen of
every kind known to science. :

. “For thirty-five years,” says Senator
| Hoar,” *'1 bave never missed, while in
this country, my Sunday morning

breakfast of codiish balls. Can anyone
accuse me of being a traitor to New
England ?”

The gross expenses of the State of
New York in the year 1899 will, it is
computed, amount to §25,000,000, of

which nearly ten per cent. will be
-necessary to pay the deficits of  de-
partments which exceeded in 1893, or

made {or them.

in previous years, the appropriation -

{
|
i
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