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THE PINE TREE.

It may kave been that Dan Bresford’s

)

row, mot.revenge, that. filled-hisheart
and eyes with sadness, and Dan
far

e ¢ ma;m the autumn looked
The days ;
toward winter. The pines upon the

=

health was poor, or it may have been

mountain side grew more and more

that his memory was good—more li.ke.-‘l sombre, and seemed daily Lo wrap

ly the latter—but certain it

| their mantles of :
15i more closely about them, as if prepar-

feathered branches

that im October he found it pecessary | ing for the coming of snow.

to drop office work and take another |

ruon into the mountains for rest, as
he had done early in the May before.

No doubt the failing health would
have found any fresh air and out of
door life beneficial, but memory andl
something else argued that the region
of the South Park was the very best
to be had, and that Tom Larkin’'s ranch
accorded the finest accommodations of
any in the mountains, ‘-'»'T.thﬂﬂt‘ men-
tioning the sweet eyes, the winning
voice, and the trim figure of preity

ter.
It may have been that Dan Bresford

only remembered the glorious morn-
ings, the perfect days, the tranquil
avenings—that only the fresh breath

The mountains themselves were up-:
ped with white, and the park grew
dun-colored and brown. Night became
chill, and an open fire in the yawn:ing
chimney a necessity; the sun looked
far away, and a thin shield of ice often
covered the shallows in the river al
the break of day. All nature was at
rest, her year’'s work done, WaillDg
hour by hour the coming of winier.

Bresford hunted, fished and rode.
and with him almost constantly was
his promised wife. For old Tom had
been interviewed, and his conseni 10
the union gained.

The neighbors about knew of theen-

Bessi 1 : angh- | gagement, and it pleased t_ham. for
fo Tarkin, ol Toavk uly e | Bresford’s friendly, unassuming Wways

had won him a piace in the hearts ol
the ranchers, and the coming we-,gl-:i_:lng
was looked forward to with anticipa-
tions of pleasure by all the inhabif-
ants of that portion of the park.
The first snow had come, when, one
early morn, as Bresford stepped from

of the pines and the companionship of
the great peaks called him back to the
little ranch in the South Park. But

when he dropped, travel-stained and

weary, from his saddle at the well-
remembered door, and saw, dimly out-
lined in the flicker of the firelight
within, a certain form that be had not
forgotten all the summer long, the fol-
Iy of further deceit was swept far from
him, and in the glad beat of his heart
he found all that he had come for—the
full joy of being once again in the pre-
sence of the only woman whom he
loved.

For he would not disguise it now— |

not even from the true-eyed maiden
who gave him her hand with a little
tremor and a glad blush, when bher
old father had greeted their return-
ing guest and called her forward; and
sweel Bessie saw in Bresford's face all
that she had dreamed since he bade
her good-bye five months before; so
that, without a word, two hearts were
happy in the mountain ranch that
night.

I'wo hearts, and perhaps three, for
o!d Tom had some fresh tobacco, and
morever he admired the * ‘city chap”
as ones among a thousand, being cap-
able and willing to endure a frontiers-
man’s life without a murmur—but not
the fourth. For there was a fourth.

Carl Desmond, ol!d Tom’s assistant,
was not happy.

Carl was a new-comer, a man forty
years of age, whose past was utterly
unknown to the ranchers about the

park, but who had proven himself a|

good huntsman and herds:=an, and who
bad found 2 home in the cabin of Tom
Larkin three months before.

Since his arrival little
learned of him except that bhe
from *
law

| came
the river.,” and whether an out-

was enough to these rough hewn dia-|

monds that the man was a good shot,

brave and civil; they cared for little|
else, and so, althongh a comparative |

stranger, he had already made him-
self a place in the park.

And he had done more. He had fall-
en deeply in love with Bessie Larkin.

The girl knew it, but even before
Bresford’s second wisit the thought of
any lover but one was distasteful to
her, and little wonder is it that she
had looked with more and more of
coldness upon the gathering passicn of
this sirange, half-German, half-Span-
ish suitor, until he had grown almost
desperate at the girl's resistance.

And now that Bresford had appear-
ed—now that the love light which he
had striven in vain to awaken burned
in Bessie's eyes—now that the lovers
were together and knew each of the
other’s affection—Carl Desmond saw

that his suit was doomed to certain |

failure.

And as the night grew over old Tom's
ranch this man’s heart was far from
happy, but within it despair held sway,
and later a fierce desire for revenge.

From the day that he came Bresford
found Desmond an apparent friend.

thoughtful, willing and silent, yet ever |
|

at his side, with a suggestion or in-
formation, if desired.
From the first he was pleased. but

Bessie, knowing more nf ber lover. {h n |

of the man, donbted the intent of
sesmond’s aets; »nd so it happened.
tne glorious eveninr as PRresford and
ne girl were returninz from a

light that fell from the great peaks
cverhead, that the maiden, filled with
a vague dread of something terrible to
come, told Dan the story of Desmond’s
love for her, of his passionate offer,
his rejection. and. lasily, of her fear
that he would seek revenge upon her
one darling undcor the guise of friend-
ship.

Bresford leaned from his saddle, and
kizssed the sweet face so close to his,
and laughed joyously and low.

“ Put away suoch terrors, my love.
The man may hate me, but I can only
pity him, knowing what he has lost.
He will never do me harm.”

“But you will be careful—youn will
watch him?™ whispered Bessie, her
pleading eves uplurned.

“ Yes, sweetheart. I'll be careful for
your sake,” and the twa rode content-
edly on.

But neither saw the shadow that

m?‘.‘hon'-mnnf* be-
side them and _vmm;?mm-

- 3 T T
= T

had heen

or a murderer no one knew, It

the eabin door to look at ‘the sky, and
decide upon his plans for the day, he
was met by Carl Desmond.

“ Good-morning, sir ! said Carl. “ Do
you bhont to-day " :
| “1 was just debating the question,”
' returned Dan, “I should like some
| fresh venison, if it could be had, but
' I fear the deer have all gone south.”
| * Most of them, have, sir; but yes-
| terday I discovered the trail of seven
' elk in Horse Gulch, leading into the:
' mountains. We might overtake the
' animals, if you cared to try. Im fact,
'T am sure we could, for they travel
slowly in the smow, and we ought to
he able to bag a couple. It may take
two days, though.”

“I am with you, if it takes four
days, if we can get some elk!” r:_ri-jd
Bresford, with true hunter’s spirt.
| “ Shall we start at once®”

**T can he ready in an hour,”
| plied Desmond.

“ And I z2ls0,” =ald Dan.

And so they separated.

| No thought of treachery had come
| to the younger man, as he agreed to
| the trip. which would make him the
=ple companion of his defeated rival
Ifn:rr a full day or more, but when he
| told Pessie and stooped to Kkiss her
| good-bhye, her face was like the dead.
| *“ Oh, my love!” she whispered; “not
| with him—not with him !”

“Why, sweetheart?” said Bresford.
soothingly. “ You are wrong to sus-
pect the man so. He does not hate
me and I do not fear him. No harm
can come to me."”

* But—"
| “ But, darline.” returned her lover,
| closing her lips with a kiss, “I have
| promised. and must go. Do not be
| foolish. Only 2 little time. and I shall
| be with vou alwarys. Good-bye, my pet
| —gnod-hye ti11 to-morrow nicht.”

i  And hefore the g!rl comnld ery out,
' Bresford was gone. It was a little be-
fore nine o’clock in the morning when
' the two huntsmen, each thoroughly
| armed, and funrnished with rations for
la two davs® tramp, struck the trail of
| the elk. Tt was past four in the af-
when
| they made their first halt, far among
the beetling eracs of mountains. twen-
tv miles from the park, and half as
far from the nearest ranch or road.

| The men seated themselves upon a
| great  bowlder, loocked at each other
| and laughed.

| "What do vom think?” queried
| Breaford. “I'm a tenderfoot, you
' know, but T'll obey wour orders if T
| have to follow those long horms into
| New Mexico.”

| “Well. sir,” said Desmond, deferen-
| tially, *“if you are willine. T think we
| had better stick to it a bit longer. We
cannot he far from the south branch
of the Platte., and when we find that
we will eamp. If it doss not snow
we can follow the trail to-morrow and
certainly overtake onr game. If it
does snow we ean follow the river to
the park and so home.”

“All richt I replied Dan. tossine his
| rifle to his shoulder again. *“Then
let’s be moving.™
They started on. In less than an
' hour, and while vet lizht enough re-
! mained to note their surroundings they
| found the river, frozen ‘rom shore to
cshore, followed it fzor c=nough to en-
ter a deep gorge, where at a certaln
point they found an airiicle and open
water, and there they paused and de-

Ie-

| ternoon. and growine duskish,

| cided to camp.

They built their fire upon a narrow
bit of beach. eclose beneath a monster

pine tree that grew from the cliff side |

3

t

above and fairly overhung them. They |

Meanwhile time waned.

The night was still at first, but now
and again from far above them fell
the faint moan of some hurrying
wind, and" dark, ragged clouds drift-
ed continually across the parrow rib-
bon of nightsky visible between the
canyon walls.

As time pasesd this sound increased
and little gusts of icy wind came
sweeping up the narrow gorge with a
bollow and lonesome sound.

At last, when they were preparing
for rest, Desmond said:

“l1 fear a storm. If it comes, our
hunt is ap.”

“Well,” said Bresford, “then so it
must be. We can at least reach homsa,
for the river is our trail. Storm
or no storm, however we must rest.”

And, so saying, he stretched himself

the rock wall, and, weary and worn,
ke was soon slumbering soundly. And.
as he slept, the night grew colder and
the storm fell. Wild and fierce with-
out the canyon, even there it sifted the
*drmrfhtnﬁ[; snow in great white clouds,

npon the ground, between the fire and |

| ate their jerked venison, drank their |
: - : ] lﬂﬂ?'}rirer water, and smoked their pipes.
canter along the plain. and rode close |

together in the golden. purpling twi-|

|
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my bullet! Poor fool! Did you think |They told me that a lion had carried |14 vears gld a_lu ;;Lﬂt‘wur Wag g . camme ap first, and the vines grew o
Daﬂl I;es?m&*-wnulii Iusfﬂtlhed gamefsu awag an old woman and ihat he was |ed the very momen: ho ‘f':--&:hg;:-.ﬂ peautiful, while the others -
easily # Why, boy, I've Killed men lor | .. - : o ; _|cause these felines pevar 24 : ow in showing ©° E
lesser women than Bessie Larkips and still pr::w-:hng aruu:ufl the ) pezghhﬂr sErngling p:.-xl-'”{;n Uever eqpy mpamtlreﬂ' Eld, S
should I let a stripling like you earry (hood We set out ummediately and oblized to do se ;n--.--shh they . mselves above groun e S
off the only girl I ever loved? For |after a march of four hours we arriv-|carried back on - n F‘ms“irlj’f'-“ mmut.h gide vines I had pro- 1
ti S{‘ love Ihgl‘- 3&"’:1‘; llk a?iuth?]'suw;g'ﬂ ed at the village. Night was coming |the bodies of the (1w ApJ“IL ..a wire netting and for thﬂ&'; = [l
el: you. rove . 1Y s - e - _ |nocturnal drams Thos o 0§ a=e ; : r twine fast- De
two~ days ago, so that I might entice on and +:t was impossible to do any-| e ed ad#eLE:‘wﬁ-{"f'-‘-J bat of the used ordinary Lh e ; i B
you to follow the trail to this spot. {thing in the darkmess. The best ;p, nick and hH“h-“h Sl R 5 to stakes set about t ree feet 1
I sought this gorge, because here the |plan was to wait for daylight. ' A lit- en one of his 1 highs the ?L;;“lf'ff- ‘ et I soon found the netting, al- : 1
watel is deep and swilt, and when you | ;j, gistance from this habitation there|[bare. As for the body of o MMM & py far the more convenient, mo:
are dead, I shall cast you, rifle and ‘h - b when it was brouchr ¢ [ oJRDOUE S crangement for |ban
all, down yonder airhole, and you will | Was another village, where e na- ey & _h-_---l--:- 1o T.Ilrl_‘ vilgy - po means a g : 2 F- 22
never be seen againl Listen! The [tives were dancing to the music of 1., . .7, S oted L**rh Whole py b vines, for the Wire, acting ._'I..‘:- a | Mo:
grave is now calling for youl!” tam-iams. - Al half-past 4in the morn- old guns, J""»"-*-»]’l.; 1.-:; St sagetor of heat, withered and dried s il
SﬂE:d z%mi%ahlrisiﬂnd'waﬁre ];tnli-ix?; ing I heard shrieks and cries in the |that the first one tc touch the . S so that by noon the stems Lung and
chil: upon the }'ujunggman's ear, He little village, and just as I got ﬂul.{té“r;l:;u‘ff "*“Ih would mak i t - and flabby, while the flowers bad Serve
shuddered. with my gun in hand, followed by MY | population sat dows Iill all - their brilliancy of color. I began L
“Come I cried Carl. “I meant 10/ men, a weeping woman threw berself |ing patien'lv until Tehiws T otice this almost as soon as bLOS- Wom
let you sleep until later; but the |, o g0y wringing her hands and |Rodzani and Msiambiri f l.;llf'@“"?. i red, ard then watched 10 and .
storm has broken and I must basten. s : 2 SO Then they Tusbal ol . = = s
[ will tell them we were lost and explaining t1hat a lion had c:arncd-had?' fillog 1 111.1,:__: SA8d  upay e if the sama thing occurred with my Iee
separated in the snow. I reach home away her son. forated it with ‘_:Lﬁ T 1'“"‘:*{- <t side vines. I found it did por, "™ o
—you do not. Ip::,a:rry Em}e. SEE_?' “By torchlights we found ocur way g‘r—dl the remains through 1 _;f"J‘L d also that the stems upon Ilﬂ*'i"t‘
The murderer smiled horribly, seiz-|¢, (pe other village, and, on inquir-|boring villages. Without fur w much longer before the buds op-
ed and propped Bresford against tne ling. we learn d that the li 1lhr d without 2 head it looked like . JBMed than upon the others. By the . |
wal' of rock behind the fire in such | "&” S e e e S S s FepRTed by the butch rs Loer B of July my south side vines were |,
a position that he could easily aim at |carried away iibe boy just as he open- midst of the lamentations of o jnally dying from the botiom up- _
the erect figure, then retired a little led the door of the hut to fetch some m=>n, there was a funeral -:-.ml:m ard, and practically done blossoming. ;.
distance through the Whirling SNOW, |gipoy004 (Lat was at the threshold, MOTe noise. The body of the Liems consider this due principally to the ..o
f:'nd IEl].EEd hls’ hEE?F rl{le tn hIE :‘j.‘h. i 5 - ’ = . i_r’L'liII d 1.11.: I1 3N e rmrns f'...;. o] : Liﬂﬂ, [{lr al 0o LLme lj.'llIlﬂg Lh"‘.. I;..l.;.i]'r i
face. : ; =t ”‘u‘“r‘:ﬂ Ly the PEOPIe 1N | we were half wav on the d R re they in shade, and I have found &
“Pray, fool! I'll give you while I |the village frighiened the lion away, |camp. we could hear the noe o JEBBGernoon shade indispensable to the Qj |
count twenty!” he said. " land, moreover, it was impossible to fam-tams and see the reg Yokt d4 xalthy growth of sweet peas. Tlhe
The fire leaped, and its light f_ell | find any trace of him with its torch- | fire, which proved to us that the tting simply aided the drying-up | Ap
npon the face of Bresford as upon the lichis | fives were making sure that e rceess and should be considered ob-
features of a corpse. The-wild wind | & S oges e | was complete,” A tionable, no matter what the loca- B.lon
swept shrieking through the Eﬂﬂ];_‘rf":'::i DAYLIGHT SOON APPEARED. : A licp. because of furnishing undue heat i
and the mighty pine iree overnea : > native a3 3 HEIPD STR AN DT p the vines. '- A ni
writhed and q;}runne.d. 2 II _LUM o _nﬂufﬁ T tg S THEIR STRANGE FATE My east side peas proved a complete oz
“Time’s up! Good-bye! But wait. JEEEL CION (L. DU el men only accom- iy peeess.  They grew higher and green- 4
Another chance! Will you give the |panied me in silence, according to|After Pas.Inz Throuzh Dongers 4 r each day and the stakes, which at ‘;
girl up? Go away ;tl'”l never ;’Et‘-‘?"fﬂ lorders. . As soon as there was suffi- Meet Acciden: and Death at Home t bad been set leaving about six And |
Leave her forever, if I let you live¥ e, z . I o e . et above ground, had to be pleced-ou: |
. " cieni lizh. G ; g - s . l Y’C‘dﬂ Lord TDelam T2 appareed E 3 P _ ,
Bresford’s eyes gathered fire, blood | "~ ™% ko “U“_Lh” e wt.nt, - S o ] extended to eight feet. Some of h
leaped to his cheels. |to the but from which the child had sbares WaE Strange late ol those vihe vines outran even this height and Ii's ¢
“N | ih:eu_uarrlud away. after passing through the most tilllame near putting Mother (oose |
ni e wind shricke v . ! oun Lthe Lra ehind | curdliing dangers in the wilds of Al .me rivaling ack’s beanstalk. (=e
And th d shrieked even more{ "We found th il behind the dling dang he wilds of AliRame by ling Jack (Seeil
despﬂiyiugiy_ ‘..I.‘L{.ﬁ.;‘_-;l_', which proved that the brute had | and of Asia without sustainine inis )¢ stems were long and strong ana
“Thea diel” _ tgone around it, With the trail there| .. . .. . S 0T ke flowers, many of them, were as Anp
The desperado’s arm was already | were footmarks of the child. Evident-| = o ‘0 & fau e iIfe as are represented by the pic-
raised ; his face was against the rifle |ly he had been seized by the jupper with disasters the very moment s iresin the seg,d‘ growers’ catalogues :
stock, his deadly aim along its barrel, |part of the body. Then we found a|they return to civilization. uch I had previously thought great- b
and there raged through the gorge the |few drops of bleod. The animal pass- Three years ago he had hardly red F exaggerated. ‘lhe.-se vines blos- On
most terrible stormburst which the jed through one of the streets—if we| g . imed until the middle of October, by .
night had yet known, bringing with |may call them streets—of the village, 2 l?ﬂ.me ailer a lion and eleplulSupeng protected from frosts, and were ~
il a dense white cloud of snow, and ;lecading towar.d ihe river, going along | pedition, lasting over iweniy m green and flourishing when pull- OO
ever as it swept along about the camp |wilh his burden in front of more than |in the totally unexplored portios e UP 1 order to prepare the ground tougl
(ire, a sudden sharp, crackling and|iweniy huts. The inhabitants bad not| Somaliland whic - I another season. bonat
rending sound was heard, followed by |been aroused by the woman's cries un- i e B e The following year I planted only a
a dull and ominocus roar, and with a |ill after the beast had passed. Still |98t dangerous portion of P eastern site, lines extending i
power immeasurable the great pine |following the track, we reached the|Continent to white people, tha ;’_ 1 8nd south, entirely protected on 2404
overhead was torn from its rcots and |sircam, wihere the animal balted and|came to a terribie cropper while b * West, using no wire for the run- Come
hurle¢d with deafening thunder into [l.f¢ Lis prey beside him. This was| : B SRy B ¢ hise =y dnd the results were equally |
B “canivon beneath IDroved by the presence of a little pool | ing in the n “:.'“"""“ hood of Bis po¢ 1 should therefore say from my
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