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WATERING TREES AT TRANS-
PLANTING.

A correspondent says: “I have plant-
ed, perhaps, a million of trees in m
lifetime. I have met with but few fail-
ures,and cannot remember having wat-
sred anyd of these trees. If the soil
is made thoroughly fine before plant-
ing; if the soil about the roots is
pressed in very firm, as firm as 2 fence
post, if the soil is left loose on the
top, and kept continuously loose by
cultivation, the trees will live even
though the season may be dry.” In con-
nection with this, it may be noted that,
On one occasion within the experience
of the writer, a large number of trees
that had been planted in the spring,
and had grown tolerably well, showed
signs during the following very dry
summer of wilting their leaves for
want of water. An examination seem-
ed to show that though the trees had
been well planted in the common ac-
ceptation of the term, yet the earth
in many cases was not packed closely
around the roots. It was not conven-
ilent to water them. The owner was
recommended to pound the earth ar-
ound the trees with a heavy paving

rammer. This was done. It is almost
impossible to convey an idea of the
force used on this occasion. A force
was exerted fully equal to that em-
ployed by the regular rammers in pav-
ing the streets. The earth being very
dry was reduced to fine powder by
this process, and moisture drawn up-
ward by capillary attraction. In a
couple of days afterward, there was
not the slightest sign of wilting, al-
though no water had been applied, and
they continued to grow without any
evidence of suffering for want of wat-
er until the next rain came. Had the
soil not been heavily beaten in this
way, their death would have been abso-
lutely certain.” .

THE DRUSES

AND EL HAKIM.

The Sirangest Religlous Sect Now Awalt
Thelr FProphet,
The Druses,the most mysterious reli-
gious sect in the world, are now ex-
pecting the coming of the prophet they
worship, the Hakim.
The war between China and Japan
and the threatened dismemberment of
the vast empire of the Orient, were
events long ago prophesied by the
Druse priests. The first prophesy has
been fulfilled, the second will be ere
long, and then El Hakim will return in
glory.
In the land of Bashan, Mount Leb-
anon, Northern Syria, and in every
province of China his followers are
praying and watching for him.
In the tenth century El Hakim suc-
ceeded to the throne of Egypt. Then
he was a murderer, an assassin and‘a
despot. When he comes again he nfﬂl
be hailed as a god. For nearly nine
hundred years his followers have had
their religious meetings every Thurs&
day evening, and yet have preserve
such secrecy that the world knows no-
thing of their belief. Fnhu]uuaf !lltilﬂ
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Going to church is the most joyous
ons in the gay city of Gan

nobody; also, you do not
8ee all the prettiest of the most hang-

fome women in the world. Ask
Porto Rican if this is not so. o

The chief military and civil officers of
t!m r.:il:; attend in a body, with aj] the
dignity and Pomp that constitute
Spanish honor, The military bapng
Procession, playing martial
Children are impresseq and
€rown people delight in the display.
The whole city hears and is thrilled,
Particularly the pretty women and
*tha gallants who see them. The wo-
meén are first, however, and are ar-
ranged on their chairs in the cathedral
before any men but the priests dare
a.ntar.-

There are no pews in the cathedral,
and if you looked in a little before the
time for services you would see the
floor bare from the chancel rail to the

Y |doorway. As the women arrive, how-

éver, ome, two, three at a time, each
with her servant, bearing a rug and
& chair, and properly chaperoned by
mamma or auntie or some elderly
married woman, each also with her
chair and rug, the great nave fills
along the left. There is kneeling and
crossing, then prayer books open de-
voutly and pretty women are absorbed
in reverent contemplation of the les-
son for the day —also of the doorway.
They are facing toward what would be
the aisle were there pews in the cath-
edral, with a cold shoulder toward the
reader’s desk. This is not a slight on
on the reader; it is a custom.

At two minutes before 8 o'clock the
blare and rumble at the entrance an-
nounce the arrival of the official cor-
tege, and the leaves of the prayer
books quiver under the intensely con-
templative gaze that is updén them;
they even refleot what is going on at
the doorway.

Then enter the great swells, the
lesser swells and the dandies of the
town, in order of precedence, and be-
decked in all the insignia and decora-
tion they have any license to. They
are as pretty as the ladies will be ten
years later, which is saying a great
deal for men. As they walk in with
pompous tolemnity they arrange them-
selves to the right and remain stand-
ing, facing the women. BShould there
be an old beau among them he might

avail himself of a bench away back
against (h: wall. The service is chief-
ly music and responses, and it gives
each man a chance to look squarely at
each woman in the building and to
guess whether or not he is progressing
1un her favor,

When the service is nearly over the
men disappear; but if a stranger were
to search for them he would find
them, each and every ome, with pos-
sibly a few late additions, drawn up
Just without the cathedral, each ready
to escort the beauty of his choice to
her home—of course, in the company
of mamma or some other proper chap-
eron.

The chaperon is always there. “Al-
ways” should be spelled with a capi-
for there is no exception. Affi-
anced lovers, bazking in the light of
each other's eyes, have a chaperon
always about them. Bhe knows her
business. She was young once her-
self. and she remembers it.,

There is a ctecond mass at 10:30, with
a sermon long enough to be edifying,
and probably it is, but “nobody as is
anybody” ever heard one, amnd their

ty does not attend. It is at break-
fast or performing other duties. In
the evening, however, there is a
musical service. The pretty women
and the bespangled men are recover-
ed somewhat from the fatigues of the

 family will be his servants. The only

i guest with the idea that he confers a

—are in the whirl, but there is noun-
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due ty, though it would seem

from France, too.

If you would be popular among the
Pretty women of San Juan remember
all their birthdays. One traveler ad-
vsied his friends, if they were going to
Porto Rico, to purchase a calendar on
the day of arrival, to hang it at the
head the bed, mark on it the dates
as fast as they could be ascertained
and look at it every morning before
aricing, to see what cards, verses,
sweetmeats or other presents might be
due. The belles of the old walled city
are keenly sensitive, and cannot for-
give the man who forgets to send
them a token on the chief day of their
year. On the anniversary of her birth
she receives as proudly as an empress
from early in the morning until late
in the evening. In former days it
was the custom to kill a chanticleer in
honor of the day.

Guests present themselves and vie
one with another in making pretty
speeches, in composing verses, in giv-
Ing the daintiest sweetmeats and the
most fitling presents. There is danec-
iIng and feasting continually until
midnight, when the happy day is over
and her majesty, descending from her
throne, grants gracious permission to
her subjects to bow in her presence
again a twelvemonth hence.

With their pale, clear skins, dark
hair and eyes, their arched eyebrows,
lithe and graceful figures, exquisite
garme-nts, vivacious manners and their
with these women of Porto Rico are be-
yond compare, Though they take only
a little exercise—unless it be to dance

—they have strong constitutions and
are seldom ill

The Porto Rican belle is blithe and
gay always. A dainty and persistent
dancer, she dances after she is mar-

80 that one may see the daughters of
three generations on the floor together;
nor will close observation discover

plays neither golf, nor tennis, nor
rides a wheel, this fair daughter of
the island is joyous from the day her
first appearance added to the house-
hold’s happiness until her departure
lessens it.

She is frank and pure of speech, for
she knows no euphemisms. Nor does
the society in whiol she moves misun-
derstand her honesty. In this she
has distinct advantage over her sisters
in some other countries. She marries
young and bears many children, and
1s faithful and loving to them and to
‘her husband. She can be jealous and,
perhaps, can recall a little gossip, for
in the country she has plenty of time,
because food comes easy and pleasure
is the chief business of life; but her
countrymen do not complain.

Even Porto Ricans who have lived
for years in this country and in the
bustle of metropolitan life retain their
native hospitality and are excellent
examples of wholesome, happy living.
Their homes are oases in the desert.
' But in the tropical island of their birth
(it is all oasis, There is a hearty wel-
.come for the stranger, and, if he be in
'distress of any sort, tha kindest relief
;‘E} offered, with no thought of obliga-
' tion.

Should a traveler fall from his pony
while on a journey, the inmates of the
nearest house wlil care for him until
he is recovered. The good wife will
nurse him tenderly and the whole

¥

ingratitude he could ghow for this
would be to offer to pay for the trou-
ble he had caused.

There is always a delicate courtesy
in the hecspitality, too impressing the

favor in accepting it, which, indeed, he
does. Thir trait is not confined to
any one class of the Porto Ricans — it
belongs to all. The poorest peon will
give his string of fish as gladly and
as freely as the rich planter would
offer a cup of guarapo. It is the gentle
southern air, fresh always from the
ocean, that has softened the ancient
Spanish strain and sweetened it.

WILL HUNT FOR AMBER.

———

Mine Sald to Be on amn lsland O the
Alaskan Coast,

day and meet once more.

From churches to gamhhng:_ seems to
be a long stride, but the stride might
be longer. Gambling is forbidden by
law in Porto Rico, and the law is en-
forced rigidly, except on feast days.
Wher there is a fiesta, says the gov-
ernment, the people should be allowed
a little relaxation. A fiesta is a fes-
tival in honor of a patron saint. The
biggest fiesta of all is in honor of St,
John the Baptist, the patron saint of
the city of San Juan and of the entire
ic<land. He has several rivals and after

ze come the patron mintarut each
L]fmt;:e towns and villages in Porto

Rico.
According to the census of 1897
tuere were 477 patron saints of the

day to himself and a good part of all
:hn irala.nd celebrates each ome. Math-
ematicians say that some of the fiestas
lap over. No one but a Porto Rican
can explain how the business is man-

derstand him.
* Becides cook fights, there are _the

great balls, in masque and otherwise,

to which all “whites”

are welcomse, o -

In search of a mine of amber, which,
if found, will make the members of
the party independently wealthy, an
expedition left Sitka a few weeks ago
for one of the islands off the Alaskan
coast. At its head was old Russian,

Popoff by name, who for thirty years
has been trying to get some one with
money to send him in search of the
amber mine. His story is an interest-
ing one. Some thirty years ago he
was a sailor on board a Russian seal-
ing vessel, which was wrecked on one
of the small islands off the Alaskan
coast. The crew managed to reach
another small island in the schooner’s
l.oats, and nearly starved before a
Russian war vessel happened along
and rescued them,
‘While on the island they found
quantities of amber and traced it fo
a big ledge. The pieces of amber
which they had in their possession
when taken on board the war ship
were taken away by the officers. Pop-
off managed to smuggle one small
piece away and has hung to it ever

noe. :
He tried many times to have an ex-

fittingly dressed,
as they Iﬂ'h strangers on the

pedition outfitted, but never suecceed-
ed. During the recent mining excite-
ment in Lthe north he got as far as
Sitka, where he became stranded. He

ried—after she is a grandmother, even;

which trips most lightly. Though she

COSTLY CROWNS.

Royal Memarchs That Are
Werth Millions.

It is no longer the proper thing for
great monarchs to adorn their heads
on all state occasions with glittering
crowns that are heavy as copper ket-
tles, and as valuable as precious me-

tals and rare jewels can make them. It
is said that the omly ruler in Europe
to-day who wears a Crown is King Os-
car of Sweden. But while crowns are
not popular, there are a good many
specimens of royal u:trn.vmngo in
this direction still in existence.

John Bull has been the best buyer
in the crown market ever since Wile
liam the Conqueror’s time. The height
of magnificence in British crowns was
reached in the coronation of Queen
Victoria. It weighs 89 ounces and six
pennyweights, Troy, and is made up
almost entirely of rare gems. There
are in it one large ruby, a huge, broad-
spread sapphire, and sixteem other
sapphires, eleven emeralds, over 2.
500 fine diamonds and over 275 ex-
quisite pearls. Queena Viectoria has
other crowns, but her coronation
crown is the greatest of all. It islined
with violet velvet, and is said to (be an
excellent fit, but she does not wear
it.

The Popes, since the time of Pope
Benediot XII., have worn the highest
crown known. It stands, of course, as
& sacred relic. It is a lofty, uncleft
mitre encircled by three coronets ris-
ing one above the other, and surmount-
ed by a ball and cross, It is studded
with priceless gems, and there are rib-
bons on each side, similar to those on
the mitre of an Italian bishop.

One of the most interesting crowns in
the world is that of the royal house
of Italy, known as the iron crown of
the Lombards. It is not an iron crown
at all, except that a thin band of iron
18 placed inside it. This iron, it is sajd,
is a nail that was taken from the oross
on which Christ was crucified. Thir-
ty-five of the Lombard kings wore it
at their coronmations, as did the great
Emperor Charles V. of Germany, and
Spain, Napoleon I. in 1805, and the Aus-
trian Emperor Ferdinand in 1838. The
Austrians captured it from the Ital-
ians in 1859, but had to return it in
1866. The crown is set with precious
stones, but it is not a very fancy crown
as compared with those of other mon-
archs.

The crown of ihe King of Portugal
18 one of the most valuable ever worn
by a king. It Is said to be worth
more than five million dollars. It
weighs three pounds five ounces, Troy,
and there is little represented in that
weight except diamonds, rubies, sap-
phires, pearls, emeralds, and solid gold.
Another beauty is the crown of the
Emperor of all the Russias. It is con-
structed on a rather ecclesiastical de-
sign. The Sultan of Turkey has for
& crown a turban that is adorned with
jewels enough to purchase all the sla-
ves he will ever need in his palaces,
The German Emperor has a beauty,
but he has never taken the trouble to
put it on his head, it is said. Austria’s
crown is simple, shaped like a sol-
dier's helmet, but it blazes with gems.
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TORONTO'S CITY HALL TOWER

Must Take Second Place In Comparison
With 0ld Land Chimneys.

The residents of Toronto who point
with natural pride to the tower of the
new municipal buildings, which rises
300 feet in height, will hardly persist
in their enthusiastic admiration after
reading that it is surpassed in almost
every particular by many chimneys in
Europe. .
The honor of possessing the high-
est chimney in the world, says the
Ludgate Monthly, belongs to Glasgow,
where there are two stacks of colossal
proportions. One of these—the Town-
send shaft at Port Dundas—has a total
height of 463 feet, with a diameter at
the base of 32 feet, and at the top of
13 feet, 4 inches. The structure weighs
about 8,000 tons. The other stack—
that at St. Rollox, Glasgow — has a

total height of 445 feet, 6 inches, with
a diameter at the base of 50 feet and
at the top 13 feet 6 inches. It was
founded in May 1857; coping laid Dcto-
ber 6ih, 1859; bent by storm of Septem-
ber 9Lh, 1859, restored to perpendicular
by sawing from September 21st till
October 1st, 1859. Tota: height, 468
feet; from surface to top of cope, 454
feet; outside diameter at foundation,
50 feet; at surface, 32 feet: at top of
cope, 12 feet, B inches; height of light-
ning conductor at top of chimney, 20
feet. There is achimney at Cologne
which is 441 feet high, with e diameter
at the square base of 39 feet, and at
the round top of 11 feet 6 inches. Its
weight is about 5500. tons. Ancther
towering chimney on the continent is
that of the Royal Smelting Works near
Freiburg, in Saxony. It is built up to
the top of ahill, where it stands isol-
ated, and is 460 feet high. The most
costly chimney in the world is in Brad-
ford,at the famous Manningh:m Biills
The shaft is a remarkabie siructure,

Madems of

I architecturally, and is the most pro-

minent feature in the landsc in
that part of Yorkshire, It is feet,
6 inches high, and 21 feet square. [t
contains 8,000 tons of material, and ot
rather more than £10,000, A peculiar-
ity of this shaft is that it is as broad

confided his secret to a few friends
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