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ygs. LECKS AND MRS. ALESHINE.

proceeded to divide one of the

sausages, banding the other to me to

hold meanwhile.

“Now don't go eatin’ sausages with-
out bread, if you don’'t want 'em to give
you dyspepsy,” said Mrs. Aleshine,who
was tugging at asubmarine pockei,

“I'm very much afraid you bread is
all soaked,” said Mrs. Lecks.

To which ber friend replied that that
remained to be seen, and forthwith
produced with asplash a glass pre-
serve-jar with a metal top.

“I saw this, nearly empty, as I look-
ed into the ship’s pantry, and I stuff-
ed into it all the soft biscuits it would
hold, There was some sort of jam
left at the bottom, so that the one
who gets the last biscuit will have
somethin’ of alittle spread on it. And
now, Mrs. Lecks,” she continued tri-
umphantly, as she unscrewed the top,
“that rubber ring has kept 'em as dry
as chips. I'm mighty glad of it, for
[ had troubie enough gettin’ this jar
into my pocket, and gettin’ it out, too,
for that matter.”

Floating thus, with our bands and
shoulders above the water, we made
a very good meal fromm the sausages

'and soft bisenit,

“Barb'ry Aleshine,” said Mrs. Lecks,

as her friend proceeded to cut the sec-

ond sausage, “don’t you lay that knife
down when you've done with it, as if't
was an oar; for if youn do it'll sink
18 like as not, about six miles. I've
read that the ocean is as deep as that
in some places.”

“lroodness graciong me ! exclaimed
Mrs. Aleshine, “I hope we are not over
one of them decp spots.”

“There's no knowin’,” said Mrs. Lecks
‘_'l:ut. if it’s mwore comfortin’ to think
It’s shallerer, we'll make up our minds
that way. Now, then,” she continued,
“we'll finish off this meal with a little
somethin' to drink. I'm not givin' to
takin' spivits, but 1 never trave! with-
out a little whiskey, ready mixed with
water to take if it should he needed.’

So saying, she produced from one of
her pockets a whiskey-flask tightly
corked, and of its contenls we each
took a sip, Mrs. Aleshine remarking
that, leaving out being chilled or rol-
icky, we were never likely to need it
more than now,

Thus refreshed and strengthened,
Mrs. Lecks and Mrs. Aleshine took up
their oars, while I swam slightly in ad-
vance, as before. When, with oceasion-
al intermissious of rest, and a good

deal of desultory conversation, we
had swept and swam for about an
hour, Mrs. Lecks suddenly ex-

claimed: “I can see that thing ever so
much plainer now, and I don’t believe
it's a ship at all. To mae it looks like
bushes."

“You're mighty long sighted with-
out your spees,” said Mrs. Aleshine,
“and I'm not sure but what you're
right."

For ten minutes or more I had been
puzzling over the shape of the dark
spot which was now nearly all the
time in sight., Its peculiar form had
[illed me with adreadful fear that it
was the steamern bettom upwards, al-
thoungh I knew enouzh ahout nautical
matters to have no good reason to sup-
pose that this could be the case, T
am not far-sighted, but when Mrs,
Lecks suggested bushes, I gazed at the
distant object with totally different
ideas, and soon begzan to believe that
it was not. a ship, either right side up
or wrong side wup, but that it might
be an island, This belief I proclaim-
ed to my companions, and for some
time we all worked with increased en-
ergy in the desire to get near enough
to make ourselves certain in regard to
this point,

“As true as I'm standin’ here,’ said
Mrs. Lecks, who, although she could
not read without spectacles, had re-
markahly good sight at lohg range,
“them is trees and hushes that I see
before me, though they do seem to be
growin' right out of tha water.”

“There's an island under them: you
may be sure of that!” T eried. “And
isn't this ever so much better than a
sinking ship?”

“I'm not so sure ahout that,” said
Mrs. Aleshine. “I'm used to the ship,
and as longasit didn't sink I'd prefer
it. There's plenty to eat on board of
it, and good beds to sleep on, which
is more than can be expected on a
little bushy place like that ahead of
us. But then, the ship might sink all
of a suddint, beds, vittles, and all”

“Do vou suppose that is the island
the other boats went to?"” asked Mrs.
Leckas.

This question T had already asked
of myself. I had been told that the is-
land to which the ~aptain intended to
take his boats lay abhout thirty miles
south of the poirt where we left the
steamer. Now I knmew very well that
we had not come Lhirty miles, and bad
reason to believe, moreover, that the
greater part of the progress we bad
mate had been towards the north. It
a8 not at all prohable that the po-
sition of this island was unknown to
our captain’; and it must, therefore,
have been considered by him as an un-
suitable place for the landing of his
passengers. There might be many rea-
sons for this unsuitableness; the is-
land might be totally barren and de-
solate; it might be the abode of un-
pleasant natives; and, more import-
ant than anything e!se, it was, in all
probability, a spot where steamers nev-
er touched. X
. But, whatever its disadvantages, I
was most wildly desirous to reach it;
more so, I beliewe, than either of my
companious. [ do not mean that they
= 3re not sensible of their danger, and
desirous to be freed from it; but they
were women who had probably had a
rough time of it during a great part
of their lives, and on emerging f{rom
their little circle of rural experienc-
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for I'd like to have ground nam:nsﬂ
tf{l! feat than six miles, and if we don't
11111 anythin' to eat and any place to
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_YnH re ‘tun particular, Barh'ry 11;5.
shine,” said Mrs. Lecks, “about your
: If you find the ground too
ard to sleep on when you get there
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as full of small p'ints as some coral
I've got at home, you'll be glad to take

a berth by me, Mrs. Lecks.” ‘
| counseled my companions to follow
me as rapidly as possible, and we all
pushed vigorously forward. When wae
had approached far enough to the
island to see what sort of place if{real-
ly was, we perceived that it was a low-
ying spot, apparently covered with
verdure, and surrounded, as far as we
could see ns we rose on the swells
by a rocky real, against which uta[:
erably high serf was running, I knew
enough of the formation of these cor-
al islands to suppose that within this
reef was a lagoon ol smooth water
into which there were np-.ening:;
through the rocky barrier. It was ne-
oessary to try Lo .find one of these,
for it would be difficult and perhaps
dangerous to attempt to land through
the surf.
_Before us we couid see a continuous
line of white-capped breakers: and so
I led my littie party to the right, hop-
egns of an

rough
great

Aleshine;

ing that we would soon see si
opening in the reef.

We swam and paddled, however, for
a long time, and still the surf rolled
menacingly on the rocks hefore us,
We were now as close to the island as
we could approach with safety, and I
determined to circumnavigate it, if
necessary, before I would attempt,with

these two women, to land upon that |

Jagged reef, At last we perceived, at
no great distance before us, a spot
where there seemed to be no break-
ers; and when we reached it we found,
to our unutterable deiight, that here
was smooth water flowing through a
wide opening in the reef. The rocks
were piled up quite high, and the reef,
at this point at leasi, was a wide one:
for as we neared the opening we found
that it narrowed very soon and made
a turn to the left, so that from the
outside we could not ses into the la-
Zoon,

I swam into this smooth water, fol-
lowed close v Mrs. Lecks and Mrs.
Aleshine, who, however, soon bhecame
unable to use their cars, owing to the
proximity of the rocks, Dropping these
useful implements, they managed to
paddle after me with their hands:; and
they were as much astonished as I was
when, just after makineg the slight
turn, we found stretched across the
narrow passage a great iron bar about
eight or ten inches above the water.
A little farther on, and two or three
feet above the water, another iron bar
extended from oune rocky wall to the
other. Without uttering a word, [ex-
amined the lower bar, and found one
end of it fastened by means of a huge
padlock to a great ataple driven in-
to the rock. The iock was securely
wrapped in what appeared to he tarred
canvas. A staple through an eye-hole
in the bar secured the other end of
It to the rocks H

“These bars wersa put there,” I ex-
claimed, “to keep out boats, whether
at high or low water. You see they
can only be thrown cut of the way
by taking off {he padlocks.”

“They won't keep us out,” said Mrs.
l.ecks, “for we can duck under. I
suppose whoever put 'em here didn’t
expect anybody to arrive om life-pre-
servers. "
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Adoptine Mrs. Leck’s suggesiion, I
“ducked"” my heard under the bar, and
passed to the other side of it, Mrs.
Lecks, with but littla troubie, follow-
ed my example, but Mrs. Aleshine,who
by reason of her stoutness, floated so
much higher out of the water than her
friend and [, founad it impossible to get
herself under the bar. In whatever
manner she made the attempt her
head or her shoulders were sure to
bump and arrest her progress,

“Now, Barb'ry Aleshine,” said Mrs,
Lecks, who had been watching her, “if
you ever want to get out of this salt
wataer, you've gol to make up your
mind to take some of it into your
mouth and into your eyes; that is, if
you doun't keep 'em shut. Get your-
gself as cloze to that bar as you can,
and I'!'l come and put you under.”

So sayving, Mrs. Lecks returned to the
other side of the bar, apd having made
Mrs. Aleshine bow down her head and
close her eyes and mouth, she plac-
ed both hands upon her companion’s
broad shoulders and threw as much
weight as possible upon them. Mrs
Aleshine almost disappeared he-
neath the water, but she came up
spluttering and blinking on the other
side of the bar, where she was quickiy
joined by Mrs. Lecks.

“Merciful me!” exclaimed Mrs. Ale-
shine, wiping her wet face with her
still wetter sleave, “[ never suppos-
ed the heathans wculd be up to such

tricks as makin' us do that!” &

I had waited to give any_ %ssistance
that might be required, ang, while do-
ing so, had discovered = r bar
under the water, which pro that
entrance at almost any stage of the
tide had heen guarded against, Warn-
inz my companions pot to strike their
feet against this submerged bar, we
paddied and pushed ourselves around
the turn il::.o tth; rnc:rlap;i:r-. and

in e ope 4

Bml‘.figo:mmth stretch of water, which
geparated the island from its encircling
reef, was here about a hundred feet
wide: and the first thing that arres.-
ed our attention as we gazed across

it was ﬁit’t' or landing-stage:
erected upon the narrow beach of the
island, almost opposite to us.

As sure as I stand here,” exclaimed

e npri‘;ﬂ navg:l uun:ad to for-
fiefn; in this IFH "

"And it isn’t & sticke ral i
either,” criod Mrs. A leshine, “for that |
Eﬂfd’u‘! nguth‘ as any I ever saw.”

oever does live here,” resumed
Mrs. Lecks, “has got to take us inm,
W, r they dike it or mot; and the
Sooner we get over there, the better.”

Mrs. Aleshine now regretted the loss
of her oar, and suggested that some one
of us who could get under bars easil y
should go back after it. But Mrs. Lecks
w‘?tuld listen to no such proposition.

I.:at the oars go,” she said. “We
won't want 'em again, for I'll never
leave this place if T have to SCoop my-
self out to sea with an oar.”

I‘tuld the two women that I could
easily tow them across this narrow
plece of water; and instructing Mrs.
Lecks to take hold of the tail of my
coat, while Mrs. Aleshine grasped her
companion’s dress, I began to swim
slowly toward ths beech, towing my
companions behind me.

‘qudnesa gracious me!” suddenly
exclaimed Mrs, Aleshine, with a great
bounce and a splash, “look at the
fishes!" ik

The water in the ‘lagoon was 8o clear
that it was almost transparent, and
beneath us and around us we could see
fish, some large and some small, swim-
ming a.l.?nut as if they were floating
in the air, while down below the white
sandy botlom seemed to sparkle in the
sun.ight, ;

“Now, don't jerk my skeert off on
account of the fishes,"” said Mrs. Lecks.
“l expect there was just as many out-
side, though we couldn’t see 'em, But
I must say that this water looks as if
It bhad been boiled and filtered.”

(To be Continued.)
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DIZZY SPEED ON A TRICYCLE.

A Petrolenm Motorcycle That Attains the
Speed of an Express Traln.

Like the question of reducing to
three days the time it takes to cross
the Atlantic, the increase of the bicy-
cle’s speed to a point where the rider
can travel as speedily and as safely
as on a railroad train, is one of the
things that seems bound to be attain-
ed. It is surely a coming achievement
that awaits us in the future, as it is

| the perfecting of the machinery of the
| ocean grevhound so that the present
speed of the marine flyers can be
doubled. In the days when bicycles
run at a speed of 45 miles an hour, a
clear track will be absolutely necessary,
s0 (hat with locomotive engine pace
will have to come a special track for
the wheelmen, a desirable improvement
that will be welcomed by all lovers of
the wheel. The attainment of the
speed named by the bicycle seems to
be in the hands of Henri Fournier, of
Paris, France, who has become known
as the
KING OF AUTOMOBILISTS.

What Fournier does not know about
the petroleum tricycle may as well be
omitted from the wheelman’'s educa-
tion.

At present Fournier, who uses the
petroleum tricycle of the Doin Bouton
kind, with a one and a half horse-pow-
er machine, averages 40 kilometers an
hour. The machine he uses is com-
paratively light, easy of manipulation

and powerful. It is fitted with a mo-
tor of from one to three horse-power,
its hill elimbing and speed capabilities
being gauged thereby. The big and
heavy automobile carriages have trou-
ble in mounting hills, but the lowly
and Dutch barn style of tricycle goes
puffing right up to the top and its rid-
er is in no wise affected with fatigue
in the task of making Lhe ascent.

Fournier is in deadly earnest in his
determination to attain a speed of 45
miles an hour. He has made a series
of tests with his automobile that show
that, given a straight, smooth track
and the machine working at forced
draught, the express train will find the
petroleum tricycle a dangerous rival In
the matter of speed. To see IFournier
on one of these test trips is a sight
never to be forgotten. He flies along
with bulging eyesfixed onthe ground
over which he is flying, hair stream-
ing in the wind and the puffing motor
working at such a speed as to make one
tremble to think of the

FATE OF THE RIDER,

Should any untoward accident cause a
spill. JFournier seems to know no
fear when going like Lthe wind on these
risky trips. By constant practice he
has become an expert in the manipula-
tion of the petroleum tricycle, and will
turn a curve while going at the dizzy
speed of 45 miles an hour with all the
recklessness of a boy.

His performance suggests the grave
danger that would accompany trips
such as his on a road where similar
machines are dashing along. Fourni-
er alone on a level, smooth road, with
no one to kill but himself, and no ma-
chine to smash but his own, is a sight
suffiniunt.liy thrilling. Multiply the
sight by 10, and imagine that number
of Fourniers mounted on flying auto-
mobile tricyclesand the spectator can-
not help thinking that this would make
a novel and sure method of ecommit-

ting suicide.

SECRETARY DAY'S BSTATEMENT.

A despatch from Washington, says:
—Secretary Day at one o'clock on
Wednesday made the followiing IE-'I-tl-
ment to the Associated Press:. “We
have agreed upon & protocol em-

bodying the pr terms for the
nag':nrhﬁ;inn o? atreaty of peace, in-
cluding the evacuation of Cuba and
Porto Rico, and it is expected thidipro-
tocol will be executed.”
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A SISTER'S HELP.

BROUGHT RENEWED HEALTH TC A
DESPONDENT BROTHER.

iz Wealth Wad Falled sand NWedicines
Seemed to PBe Him mne Geood-Where
®thers Had Falled, Pr. Willlams' Plok
Flils Mei With Great Smecess.

Dr. Williams' Medicine Co..—

Gentlemen,—A few years age my
system became thoroughly run down.
My blood was in a frightful condition
medical treatment did mno . Isur-
feited myself with advertised medi-
cines, but with equally poor results. I
was finally incapacitated from worlk,
became thoroughly despondent, and
gave up hope of living much lenger,
While in this condition I visited my
father's home near Tara. A sister,
then and now living at Toronto, was
also visiting at the parental home. Her
husband had been made healthy
through the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills, and she urged me to try them.
Tired of trying medicines, I laughed
al the proposition. However, later om
she provided me with some of the pills
and begged me to take them. I did
80, and before T had used two boxes
I was on the road to restored health.
I am commending their good qualities
almost every day I live because I feel
so grateful for my restoration, and T
much to satisfy those who cannot be
have concluded to wriie vou this let-
ter wholly in the interest of suffering
humanity. 1 am earrving on business
in Owen Sound as a carringe maker.
This town bhas been my home for 28
years and anyone e¢nclosing a reply
three cent stamp ean receive personal
indorsation of the foregoing. This
blamed for doubting afler taking so
many other preparations without be-
ing benefitted. You may do just as
you like with this letter. I am satis-
fied that but for Dr. Willlams’' Pink
Pills T would not be abla Lo attend to
my business te-day. Perhaps I would
not have been alive,

Yours very sincerely,
Frederick Glower,
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CADIZ IN WAR TIMES.

(The Forts Old and e Gans Obsolete=
How Seville Amuses liselr,

In the brilliant sunshine of spring no
happier looking town could be seen,
writes a correspondent. And yet it
iz not in the least happy. No place in
Spain has suffered more from the
drain and drag of the last three years.
From its harbor it has seen the best
youth of the country drafted away to
almost ecertain misery, sickness or
death. The numbers which people tell
me have left its port for Cuba vary
from 120,000 up to infinity. Many thou-
sands at all events have gone, and few
return. Ship after ship has slarted
aniidst the shouting and tears, and,
after all, Spaniards bhave bowels very
much the same as other people. Things
have been going from had to worse, and
now—well, the worst i8 not as long
as we can say this is the worst.

On land, meanlime, almost the only
signs of life are the continuous efforts
of gangs of men to construct or patch
up a fort near the end of the penin-
sula, close beside the strip of publie
garden, now full of roses in bloom.
I can see the nose of one very large

new gun, wrapped in swaddling cloth-
es, and I think there Is another. It
is possible that those are the only two
guns of importance in Cadiz, and that
is why all this cement and stone is
being lavished on their defence. The
whole town, it is true, is surrounded
with forts, and there must be 200 guns
in position, but they appear Lo be small
and old-fashioned for the most part,
and the fortifications, though magni-
ficent to look at, are almost as obso-
lete as the lunettes of 'ncle Toby and
Corporal Trim. Across the bay, how-
ever, at the point of Santa Catal'na,
[ can see five tents of engine~ en-
gaged upon a grand new forti'r alion
of which people speak with priie.
The people hardly seem o realize
the meaning of war, though the feel-
ing against America, and England, oo,
is of course, intense. I have noticed
two peculiar instances: When the
United States of America Consul left
Cadiz the landlord turned his furni-
ture into the street, aud the Englizh
Consul had great difficulty in finding
it a shelter. And at the patrioiy
bull fight in Seville last Wednesday
each bull bore the name of some Amer-
ican Minister, which added a spice to
the slaughter. Even when the big-
gest got his horns entangled in a
horse's inside and threw him over his
head, the people did not applaud as
asual. They could not cheer even a

four-footed McKinley.
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: PRETTY WELL UP.

New arrival, at fashionable resort-=
Thisis about the height of the season,
isn't it? 1 :

Hotel Clerk— Yes, sir, gettin’ mighty
close to the roof. Front! Show the
gentleman to No. 999,

HAD A WOMAN TO BLAME.

I have dreadful luck. This morne
ing I dropped my spectacles and my
wife stepped on them,

That's what I call good luck. If [
had dropped mine I should bave step-
ped on them myself.

+ HER CHILLY MANNER,

Ah! he cried, yesterday you wel-
comed me warmly. Te-day you re-
ceive me coldly. What is the cause of
this sudden change f .
Don’t you read the papers? rhe
calmly reliped. My father has just in-

berited a cool million. ,




