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Although subject to intervals of
brooding sadness the girl had regained

much of her cheery. hopeful nature,

and ured to keep me sweet and plea-
sant company whilst we sailed the brig,
sometimes into the small hours. Then,
when she went below. after giving me
& hand to swing the yards, and 1 lay

down for a briefl rest with Nan at my

feet, 1 would go over all our talk to-
gether treasuring up every kind word )

every deep and moving glance of my
sweetheart’'s—for that such she was |

more than hoped, althongh neither time

nor place served to put the matter to
the test. Of seeing the Major again I
bad guite given up all expectation.
Helen. as she told me, had not another
relative in the world. Clearly. at the
very first opportunity I must marry
ber and take her home to the vicar-
age. What should we da for a living ¢
| never in this connection thought of
anything the Major might have left.
Well, there was a farm that I was to
bave worked. had I not chosen to seek

a livelibood instead on “these barren |

fields of wandering foam.” The lease
would shortly be up, and 1 could re-
wiwme it for myself and Helen: and it
wouwld e hard indeed if I couldn’t

knock some kind of a support out of |
it without having to come to the old |
peciple for help. What! Why, the

cider alone from the big orchard at
Birch Grove ought to keep us !

And so 1 dreamed, buillding my cas-
tles in the air. Romance! Why, air
mnd ovean in these days were filled
rith the glamour of it—and of my new
ove !

We were very much together during |

this time. How it be ot rise? | - :
Aha;i t'hm:m{ﬂ;r‘; ;ﬁlifmh; ;Lém!;:;:el - food and drink to me, all the while, by |

discovered what @ fine character it Cturos. upbraiding herself for sending

s e g : 'me on such an errand, and giving
wea: What 3 Tobie soul sud stainiess | thanks *t.u.liud for my safe return. And,
to the beautiful being that I felt my- | Secretly. it made me proud and bappy
| to see such depths of emotion stirred
| for my sake in one usually so calm

and self-possessad.
it was. between us, Miss Fortescue and  [ound ber. at last, soothed and tran-
quil would I tell her the result of my
wia eD UD ADDeATaAnCes : : trip. and then not in full; although

) U SHORGTARGE; SN 15 Gl '1 think. | need not have feared, bad I
' s0 wished, seeing that for a time
sred. Still, often, when her soft white things seemed swallowed up in deep
nands met mine as we pulled on a rope | tbankiulness for my rescue and un-
together, and the breeze brushed a  Parmed presence beside her.
itray curl of bhawr across my cheek— | :
often;, 1 say, did 1 feel the need of seif- | @Wful misfortune could it be that had
sontrol merge into a very torture of |
refraining from taking that graceful, | Poat-load of corpses to roam the sea
yielding form into my arms and thep Tnburied? Whatever it was, it must
ind there declaring my love. But ever  bave been disaster, sudden and pitiless.
| fiercely fought against such tempta- | FOr 4 moment it struck me as just pos-
lion and Leat my heart back into sub- | Sible that this very boat might bave
ection, gaining the victory, looking at | Peen lowered for me when 1 fell over-
' board, and that t he ship
About this time it was that being be- ' Pick her up. But on going back and
thinkiug over the state of the weather
at the time [ saw it was well-nigh in-
a thing could bappen.
surely | must bave seen some-
thing of themx next day! No, 1 felt |
ccertain in my own mind that the An- !

mind gave grace and light and dignity

eell gradually galning possession of.
fiut always—although in talking to
you of ber | have called her “Helen"”—

Mr., Valiance. Most punctiliously did

eye= now and then spoke a language
anmistakable, they were quickiy low-

L last to my reward,

calmed one evening. 1 sighted on our
starboard leam a boat about three-
quarters of a mile away. The Hebe
herself was motionless, or nearly so;
but the boat seemed drifting astern
pretty quickly, probably in the set of
some small current. In Helen's eyes,
as she gazed, there was a perfect fev-
er of sympathy and pity. And 1 could
s¢@¢ Lhat she vearned as it were, to
the sight of the belpless. tossing
thing and pre-ently she spoke, almost
to bherself. but not so low as to pre-
vent me catching ber exclamation: “1f
there should be any one sick and help-
less—nigh dead in her!” And | knew
by the sob she gave as she turoed her
eyes away that she was thinking of
ber father.

It was a mad thing for me to do,
tut I could not stand idly by and wit-
ness her distress. so I said: “'1f you
wiil help me to lower the dingey, I'll
pull over and see if there is unvbody
i her.”

ln a moment she jumped to the dav-
it-falls; in another four or five 1 was

then 11 seemed to suddenly dawn on
bher what a fatally foolish action her
silent urging bad led me into; and
1 saw her wave her hat, and heard her
Volce coming to me in recall. But al-
resudy 1 was half-way; and. determin-
ed to allow pno room for after self-ac-

cusings or regrets | kept steadily on |

untii 1 was wlongside the little dere-
lhet.

Looking over into her. T saw some-
thing that made me start back with
fear apd loathing ;. for there. prone in
the bottom. lay four bodies, their fea-
tures wndistinguishable from decay,;
and, werse than all, scattered about

there were terrible signs that, before

their own deaths they had been driven
to the last dread resort of the casta-
way. But for the-e ghastiy, mutilat-
ed fragments there was not a thing
in the boat with the corpses save her

that o his hand he graspjed a bare
shenth-knife. All four, from their

clothes, were men before the mast, !
There must, 1 could too easily see, have |

bean others. Ugh! it was a gruesome
sight ; and giving the boat a shove off,
1 bhad slipped my oars to. return, when,
elueing to my push, she came round,
stern towards me and, to my unutter-
able horror., I read on it the words,
“Antelope—London."”

I think, without using any extrava-
gant figure of speech; [ may say that,
as my eyes caught the above inscrip-
tion. my very soul shook within me at
the new and terrible interest raised by
it. But what could I do? There was
the hwat and its burden floating soft-
ly away! 1If T bad possessed an axe,
or any tool whatever fitted for the

work, 1 have pursued it. and
driven l%h its bottom, and

:t! mlhnriq:llr thin
put: an|
in 'g:ll' topsarls, and

of | YEARS OF § e
ey TTERING

d by this drifted an- | Bromght lhullth;ap.
other hundred yards away
and I was keeping an eye
aft, when all at once aetartled| w; G, |
thﬂdr?w my nti spected A

orepart o ¥ . v "
in another mo- ft!:ll‘ F'l“'ﬂ* V INI’J“H {‘:1' Hl"*

from each

to the

urs was only {other;

igation; | grou
.y n:n:lagnatiﬂn from

tention to a scuffle on
the barquentine. Then
ment I saw a man, cl
bright blue dung
ecastle, | clear of the crowd,

: my
lict boat. At the best o
and alt

A SEA STORY OF TO-DAY,

By JOHN ARTHUR BARRY,
Author of * Steve Brown's Bunyip,” ** In the Great Deep,” etor

sort of pav
from tired of it in
beautiful ship-
been hmrlgllf
or five strapping
r round-bo

. as my
% | mate’s, I would have
% | pleased to see four
%% | A.B.’s dumping down thei
tomed bags i.tt:ut]:iat
swarming up ra
all eshe could carry on her. However,
the vesesl and cargo I
got to look

ad in a suit of | yeary 5 02  stiteme

ﬂhm him'ﬁlf ]ﬂﬂ-t m!_gﬂh;:‘h“i:' “-'ﬂl'kini l. =

nie b g

knock a mqple of badly injaring "::n;:l fe]] “um;

ad over heels, and Jumping on | gyffered wit ), ! he hick, R, -l

to the stranger’s rail, plunge overboard | game i .. doine .1 BTy apg
and ewim for the Hebe. g

“ Martin ! Martin !" euddenly scream-|ang giqp.q o
ed Helen, grasping my arm with both | o o, bad that ing. My
hands, "'it's my father!”

For a second I was thrown all aback ‘
with disbelief, for I had not seen the p .y ), STt b, Whey |
man's face, so quickly had the occur- ¥1he
rence taken place. And how Helen could | e g0 1+
be so sure of the thing bothered me.
But she kept repeating, ' It's my fath-
er! my father!” with a very insist-
ence of certainty that ﬂem&aﬂ{m tl;l.'lﬁ
sisting. Glancing at t ' 8| tirely. After o ;
swimmer, bobbing up and down in t he |I A tim”n J;::j Years of w.ﬂp?
little waves, my first notion was 10| W|lizme -y N
jump for the dingey’s _
down il into the boat, and scull to the | finichaq i1 i s 1ho Belore | o
man's assistance. But just then Ino-| . 1 0000 e pille Wert hel
barquentine | e X bixes
gquarter bhoat, and by the shouts and o 43, 0 7
commands, plainly audible at that short o
distance, I made out that, at all risks, | DF Wil iime:
the escaped one was to be captured !
and brought back again. 8o,
right at the taffrail, I bent another

e e e
Hebe's for

lines, and putting | them he

ting corpses sink to the
depths below rather than wander the
ocean in such terrific guise. But I bad
nothing ; and the idea of groping for
her plug beneath that festering mass
repulsed my imagination to the verge
And npw glancing to-
the Hebe, I noticed, with a
thrill of alarm, how distant she appear-
ed to be, looming indistinctly, a pale
smudge. the very phantom of a ship,
athwart a mist that was fast rising off
the hot, oily water.
there came to my ears the faint report
of a gun. then another, and another,
bearing something in: the sound of
them to my ears of quick impatience
anua distress.

Rapidly the smother
forgetting aught else, I pulled madly
towards the noise of the shots—all the
guide I had, for the brig was by this
| time invisible ; and but for those dull
echoes out of the mist 1 should have
leen quite bewildered—as likely as not
making away from, in place of to, the
| Hebe. And how § blessed the
ence of mind in my darling that had
induced her to think of the only pos-
sible mode of indicating ber where-
' albohits !
alongside almost hitting her, so thick
was the fog, but for the report over-
herd T must bhave missed the vessel.

As | clambered on deck a dim figure
came swiftly towards me, making with
wide-open arms as if to embrace me;
then all at once, with a quick cry, 1t
seized both my hands exclaiming : “Oh,
' T thought I had lost you, and it near-
Then, still holding my
hands and laughing and sobbing bys-
terically, she led me aft, and brought

let those

had by this time
kind of trust

committed to my care for Helen and
myself, and I was determined
T argued, must come
of vessels, re-
tipation; and
best 1 could,

of retdhing.

wardy no risks,

at last, if only by means
porting me at their des
me;lnwhih]I would dn:lltt{:}a s
without killing myse Yy unnecessi
labour and worry. Truly, I bad seen
enough of ocean’s awful work lately
to mhke me careful; and that last ex-
, even still, o' nights,
[ awoke wet with cold sweat, after
dreaming that 1 was in ‘
lashed alongside the other boat, with
her dreadful, grewsome crew of dead
and rotting men, whilst through the
haze afar off came to me Helen’'s voice
erying faintly and more faintly as we
drifted away from each other.

CHAPTER VIl

As the barquentine drew closer, she
let. go the sheets of her three fore and
aft topsails, letting them hang to the
crosstrees in great bunches of canvas.
Even when actmally: close | Then, squaring her fore-yards and haul-
ing her ‘tremendous hoom amidships,
she lay stationary, or nearly so, oot
4 hundred yards away. Big and heavy
a8 she was, ber crew handled ber like
a top. Of fully 1200 tons burden, she
was down the water aft, with asheer
in her from the elliptic stern to well |
forward of the fore-rigging, curving to |
a fine, free, gamecock-headed, graceful
bow, which, added to her immensely
lofty, raking masts
breadths of canvas, gave her in some
measure, to my eve, in spite of the
red ensign, streaming from her hal-
yards, the air of a great bird of prey
about to pounce ocn the naked, defence-
' less Hebe.

All at once, amidships on her decks,
I caught sigbht of something that made
| ILYy heart jump half-way to my mouth.
The object was the stern of a boat,
| With on it a large gilt rising sun—an
‘emblern the memory of which I was |
 not likely to forget. |
. 1 said nothing to Helen, who, baving |
helped me to back our main-topeail,
 Was now standing near me; but tak-
ing the glasses, tried to make the thing, |
out more plainly. Yes, there was no
| doubt about the device; but then oth-
'er boais besides the one might carry
. Anpd, owing to the deep

Even as I stared

perience { Why

g inter, slip
inter, o
thickened as, pa Pleided to

lowering ber

line to the one already fastened to the
painter, and telling Helen to run be-
low and bring up the big express rifle,
[ let the dingey drift down towarde
the swimmer, who, 1 could see, was go-
ing well and etrong. And now that |
had a good view of his face coming to-
wards me, T saw that it really was the
old Major himeelf.

The barquentine’'s gig was. wilth three
hands in her, pulling for the man, wh»o
had already covered half the distance
between the vessel and the Hebe's din-
gey, but who, of course, stood no show
| againet such odds, and was being rap-
idly overhauled. Asking Helen to tend
the Ene. and keep veering it mlt’; II
caught up the rifle, and taking careful | s
aim, 8o a& to injure none of the mrn.l DARKY ENGLISK.
[ sent a bullet clean through the bot- —
tom of the pursuing boat, waking the
white chips flyv where it strock.

To Be Continued.
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But not until 1

A WET COUNTRY.

Remarkabie Experience of a Train tn the
Island of Ceylon.

The railroad which, with its branch-
L es, connectis Colombo,
Ceylom, with the interior of the island,
is remarkable for the engineering skill
the main-boom wand | shown in its construction, and for its
1Part of the sail, I could observe ouly |
‘a4 portion of the stern;

almost in darkness. f :
The barquentine was strongly man- | 500 of loops and curves, with here and |

fuces | there a tunnel.

what of the Aantelopef? What
the capital

overtaken her, to send that ghastly

'such a mark
 &hadow cast by
meikes
-five bhundred

prosperity.

an ascent
Lhe rest lay ' thirty S o8

Vv a succes- |

nad fadled to |, 5 "o fully five-and-twenty

| peered at us over her bulwarks. Apd
(such faces were they that, us I glanced
jal them, I made ap my miod at once, |
| LD 'I.hl{:-. case at least, to furi.gu my usual | A recent book of travel, "A Run Round
ﬁ[lrph{_iil:iul] for ussistance. There was  the Empire” describes what the raim
not a mlngle white man amongst thew | did 10 o train
telope had come to grief in some terrib- | —Auerican negroes, Kunakas, Malays, |
 —and balf-castes of varying grades of |
;}’t-lluw, fromn that of a new saddle to |
A day or two after this incident, ' 11 deeper tint of a rousted coffee-bean. | hatf inches of rain feil in twenty-four
' whilst at work in the galley, I heard | N® 10, I wanted po such -
Helen, at the wheel, cry out and point | those on Loard the Lebe !
- On a small monkey-poop,
Jumping on to the forecastle-head | Which she wus flush fore and aft, stood
I saw a vessel which like the Aurora,
pad aitered her course to speak us.

The chiel difficulty
in runping the railroad is due to the

: | Wiy in which ihe rain cc o Tl
credible sueh saes down

crawling up the moun-
_ tainside.

1y complete manner—a foreboding. as On 1 n a6

- yYou will see later, fully realized. i December £, 1009, clsven apd o

cattle as | hours. The engineer of a train saw

that beyond a certain tunnel the line

‘away on the port bow. but for ' was washed awavy,

| : He stopped the
irain and the passengers got out Onpe |
! seeing stones rolling down
( | . with their eyes, | the mouptuinside above them. advised |
This one however, had crept up dur- |Staring aloft and arcund in a gaze | the engineer to push for the tunnels
ing the pight unperceived until now. | lhat cawe always back and settled on
| We still kept our distress-signal flying | Hlﬁﬂ End myself and Nan, who, as | nel, down came a huge mass of rock.
—not 0 much with the hope of speak- | Wiae her castom now when anylbhing | which ecarried awav Lhe embankment.,
ing ships and borrowing men as to | Was Lo be seen, stood pear us, her two | &5 well as the last car of the train—

respecting the | fore-feet cocked up on the brige rail, a goods van fortunately.
long-boat. Truth to tell, I think we | 8nd by the expression of her knowing | hind the tunnel the ends of the rail
getting a little careless as re- | face, criticising |
garded the keeping a strict lookout, | might and main.
‘especially after our experiemce with |
Evidently

pulling across the calm water And | loan of men from any ordinary vessel

@& group of three men all whites,
devoured the

who  of them

Just us the train entered the tun-

obtain anformation

Close be-

Slranger

existed not far

Aurora. A messenger

planter’s bungalow above the tunnel
re's your crowd got to¢| V0 say that water was accumulating
Apd what do you want ¢’

I'he speaker was a tall, sunt

‘ Barquen- | came down from a

tine, aboy !” " What' i

was well-nigh hopeless: and, unaided, | the brig ? W gt s UNh IDREREE WL

I began to think that our chances of |
arriving at Caypetown, |
else, were quite probiematical, even if |
the weather beid as fair as it had done |
for so long, which was quite too much |
Lo expect.

Within

' in the cutting in front, and that if it
. urped, | broke through the debris which served
not ill-looking man, with black mous- 8 @ dam. it would wash the train ont
tache and whiskers, clad in a sack suit | ©f the tumnel.
of gray tweed, wearing a Cape “smash- ©€Ded to leave the cars, and in walking
bat of soft felt, and puffing lei-
the last few days we bad, |surely at a big cigar. He
too, struck an easterly current, and |been an
| the Hebe's drift o’ nights was pretty
Clipper as she was the
under her present canvas was kander—fat
heavily bhandicapped. Not, even with  Algoa Bay.
. Helen for a relief at the wheel, could I
sall ber day and night.
er serwously attempted ta do =o.
From aleft I
strapger plainly—a huge mass of can-
- vas that at first it rather puzzled me
to define. so bizarre did it look.
presently, as she swam more

. ! into view, I made her out to be a four-
oars. Two of the men iay under the ' wmasted barquentine, wit

midship thwarts. pearly doubled up, 'sguare fore
os if their last momeuds bad been mizzen, and jigger masts, clothed
spasms of agony ; a third was right in ' great stretches of fore and aft canvas,
the bows. eyeless from attacks of sea-; whilst from between them. and off her |
bLirds—a shocking and a bheart-rending  bowsprit and jib-boom, sprang regular |
spectacle—with leatures run together flights of staysails and jibs—on the
and discoloured until the face seemed : wihole a v !
n hidesas putrid mask, mocking all ' ship.
senbiapce of humanity. The fourth : fore, mainly in timber-v
sorpse lay right afti on the grating. in i from Puget Sound or V
much similar case to the other, only: had never felt

or anywhere

The passengers hast-

' throu

A gh the water in the cutting found
L up

might have to their breasts.
1 American or an Englishman
s Speech: as a matter of fact,
he wag, as we learned later, an Afri-

and mother

H ' from h
con=iderable.

A PAIR OF INNOCENTS.
Mamie, said the father, who looked
| a8 innocent as he could, 1 accidentally
' overheard some of your conversation
' with that young man in the parjor lust
Why didn't you
'down on him wh*n he =aid ¥
 begin ecomomizin |
| same cha
I did papa. and she also looked as in-
| bocent as she could.

Dutch—

Very ehortly 1 gave them the head-
asked the usual
| about the boat; and explain-
‘ed that I'd be obliged for as much belp
|48 would shove another reef in our
| topsails.

@ As I {inished the man, without g
1ng me any answer, turned to the oth- |
e€rs; and the three conversed
ently with some little excitem
udge from their
| Then
‘n't seen

In fact. I nev- | |ines of

| : our story
. gquest ion

couid now see the  evening. sit might

‘ou could
2 by both using the

plainly |

b enormously |
-yards and towering main, - eyl
aninated gestures.
the tall one shouted: ** No, I hav-
. any boat like the one you
eﬁfnhv.:: but we'll keep a good look-
out. Who did you say w
= she went adrift ¢

Now, I had not

—l—

ANCIENT PRESERVED FLOWERS.
Well-preserved flowers discov

: ; ered at | f,1jigue of listening to tl
in Egypt, in tombs of the | ut,;gi;iﬂ-{:urﬂh g o0
) e Pharaohs, have just been "§ SN
|Placed in the Cairo Museum. The com-
monest of these were the white or blue
lotus, the red poppy,
flowers of the pomegranate, of the saf-
fron and of the crocus.

as in her when | iyes of th
ery remarkable figure of

I bad, however, seen the rig mentioned that any

essels hailing ©Pe at all was in her. And my eye
ancouver, and Wandering ,whilst he spoke, over the
barquentine, I noticed that the main-
been quietly lowered until
hid the loat; and
ore than ever sus-
that there was sometbing
wrong. However, 1 replied that it was
Just possible that Major Fortescue, the

might have been 1n

sure ahbout the matter,
€ asked the tall man.

Well, no,” I said : * we can't be sure
saw him go overboard. 8till,
ery chance he did man
up and get into her.”
g, hn& another Tgah. two

| Tently urging speak-
something

Lthe leaves and

_ any inclinpation to be
shipmates with three forty-foot booms  &aff
om & craft that a jib might shake all
the sticks out of at once. As [ watched i this rendered me m
ber she luffed till all ber widespread | Picious
wings fluttered and shook like those of K Wrong.
some monstrous sea-fow! preening it-
self ; then jibbing, she hoisted British |
colors and headed straight for the Hebe,
although on the other tack she would
have passed quite close enough to speak

the sail eompletely

BEINGULAR BEQUEST.

named George Russel,
Aberdeen,

An old men
wlg has died in
perty valued at £18,000.
8 to be di.utrihutada‘yurlr
policemen and scavangers of the o
0 recognition of kindness done by
local Constable to the testator's si
er 50 years ago. '

left pro-

owner of the brig, interest

the long-boat.
“You ain’t
then, eh "

Scanning the easterm horizon, T saw
sky a faint stain of smoke,
from a steamer, but too far

away to tell just yet in what di
she was travelling. s

For the*
teen steeri

a8 nobody
atbwart the there's ev

evidently

to pick her
At this they

INLAY AND OUTLAY.

last couple of days we had
ng a south-west course,

wind allowing us to look
and that

- & marked

E up no high-
moroing,
noticed
@ the barometer as
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on the handle . Wonld
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