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Staggering to windward, I ran aft.
There was 1o one at the wheel. Put-
ting it hard up and slipping the becket
uver a spoke to keep it there, I raced

forward, and flattening in the stay-
sail sheet, had presently the satisfac-
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the sails filling again. Back
wheel, and in a few minutes I had her
again on her couise. Lucky it was
that we had no more canvas set, or
it would have been ‘Good-bye, Hebel

But where was the Major? Not for-
ward, I was nearly certain, znd sure-
i¥ he would not have gone below with-
out first calling me! | had Jleft
clear sky, when [ fell asleep, beginning
to fill with moonlight. Now it was
covered with dark eclonds, and

Apd where was the Major?

All at once, glapcing astern, I not-
withstanding the gloom, saw that the
bcat was gone, and I started as if I
had received a -galvanic shoeck with
the premonition of evil that suddenly
struck me. Then I stamped violently
on the deck. PBut my shoes were too
Light; so, catching up the grating, I
rammmed away with it until a tall fig-
ure rose through the companion. At
first I thought it was the Major's. But
& voice singularly unlike his, with the
suspicion of a laugh in it, said:
! only two o'clock yet, Mr. Vallancel’
And then I saw that it was his daugh-
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A SEA STORY OF TO-DAY,
By JOHN ARTHUR BARRY,
Autber of “ Eteve Brown's Bunyip,” “ In the Great Deep,” ete.

tion to feel the Hebe paying off and
to the
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there |

was, too, quite a tumble of a sea on. |
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[her. was probably coming to and fall-
ing off, but still making headway.
And stare as I might, all that the
glass gave me was a heaving field of
black water. After that fierce and
sadden burst the wind had fallen quite
light, although I fancied there was
more o follow them before very long.
By the time I reachad the deck Hel-
en had fixed up the lamp and got it
- ready to hoist. She also handed me
& few cartridges, saying that
- were the last. But beyond one swift
' glance at my face in the red glow of
the lamp as we stood facing each oth-
er, she asked no questions. Truly it
Was a brave heart! I only hoped it
would not break with the longz, mis-
‘erable waiting for a dawn that seemed
as if it never meant to eome again.
But it came at last, ¢s most things
| mus<t, and once the first faint streaks
' showed, it seemed only a minute until

 the whole eastern sky was alight with

colour. Swinging into the tigging. I
'was soon perched in the main-royal
ping the horizon with my
glasses,

All around, except where that gloomy
cioudbank still kept its position to
the north, the ocean was clear —too
clear, alas! Free from the least speck
But I waited for the sun to fully show
himself before descending. And even

“It is| then, when there was no excuse for

remaining longer, I bung aloft,dread-
ing to go down and face those eyes,

{ ter.
' “Will you please see if the Major is
in bie berth? [ said. "I have un:_rl
Just come to the wheel. Waking, I
found the =hip a-back and the beat
gune.”"

¢ Wwithout & word,
: again,

‘No,” she said, reappearing present-
ly, and speaking with a sort of de-
spairing quiver in her voice, “he is not |
in the cabin. Can he be forward, do!
you think, Mr. Vallapce?” '

“If you will take the wheel, T'll]
' search the vessel,” | replied. And as she !
' ame to me and grasped the spokes I

could hear her bravely attempting to!
choke back a sob, Longing to take
ber in my arms and comfort her—for,
instinetively, I felt that the worst
bad haippened—iut without trusting
wysell to speak, I raced to the gailey.
Empty! So was the forecastle! So
Was every corner ahont the decks!
dbke Major and the Hebe had parted !
comypany. Certain of this, I let go the
main-topsail-halyards and hauled onp
the clew-lines until T got the yvard as
' far down as I could. I'ben, backing
the fore-topsail yard, I practically had
the brig hove-to. Next taking out the
- port side-light, I carried it aft, and
' bending it on to the signal-halyards
! ran it up to the gaff-end. Then go-
ing below, 1n & minute I returned
- with the big express rifle, and all the
cartridges 1 could find, and loading,
egan firing rapidly., All this I did
with such desperate energy as left me |
breathless. Nor all the time did the
dim figure at the wheel move or speak.
But now, as I stood beside her. she
exciairmed in an indescribable accent -:.-fI
| - misery and distress: “Oh, my father!
1 my dear father!”

l#t us hope for the best. Miss
Fortescue,” I said. “I believe myself
e 15 in the hoat, and that if it was
gkt Le would still be in sight. Evi-
dentiy finding that it interfered with |
b1« steering, he was leaning over, —
Yaving hauled up the boat—and had
Just cast adrift the end of the paint-
er, whnen he overbalanced and fell.
Lock:” and | yulled in the rope that
I had myself bent on the night hefore
—a pece ol stoul new line, its end
#lill retaining the hall-shape of 1he
carrick-bend | had used to fasten it
8o I tried to cheer and comfort her,
& though, God KAOWS, my own hopes
were of the slightest. The Major may
bave hit the boat in falling (and this
wWas my chief fear), or sha might have
elipped away too rapidly for him to
#wim to her. And he was far from a

she spod below
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' have lost my fathe

Ith& boat, and his refusi

following my every motion so hung-
rily from the deck.
[ need not have
Helen Fortescue was
terial to make g scene, young as she
was, But when I saw what that
Night's waiting had done for her, I
protest 1 felt ready to set her an ex-
ample and ery out and shed tears my-
self. And T think she must have seen
fomething of the sort in my face, for
as she came forward she put her hand
In mine, and said: "No hoje? No: |
feared there could not be!” And when
I, being unable to speak with the sight
of the great sorrow in that haggard,
woe-hegone face, could only point to
the dark and threatening cloud-bank
&3 much as to say, “He might be
there, ' she shook her head sadly, say-
ing: "I fear pot. Heaven help me, I
r, the only friend I

been frightened.
of the wrong ma-

had in the world I’*

But at that 1
beit just then an unsteady
and said: “Not the only
as I am alive

member,
one, as long

the hand T still held to my lips. I saw |
ge of colour come 1nto hnr;

a faint tin
face as she slowly withdrew it from
my grasp, Buat she simply said “Thank
youa, Mr. Vallance.
And eeeing that she looked at the com- |
panion with a sort of longing in her |
eyves, | gently supported her tremb. |
ling footsteps to it, closed the
doors behind her as she went down the |
litile stairway, thinking that she
would wish as much as possible, to Le |
alone with her sorrow, And, I ecan
tell you, my own heart was heavy en- |
cugh that morning as I went for-!
ward to light the fire and feed Nan.
[ had begun to like the Ma jor, spite
of his crotchesty ways, and [ missed !
bis rather imposing presence about the |
deck. Nor had | much hope of his
safety. Yet often his speech about
ng to let any
of the things be taken ouf of Ther,
recurred to me with a kind of insis- |
tent idea, that, althouzh unconsciously,
he must have had some kind of previs- |

ion of what was to happen, and that |
ergo he should

be in her at (hat|
mom#nt,

“Bad and unsatisfactory logie, Nan,” |
I eaid, going back to my oid hahit, |
“God help him! I'm afraid we shall!
never see the poor Major any more.” |

- — I'

CHAPTER VL 1
Helen did not

yomng man: also, as | supposed,short.-
sighted. EBat as | Look her AWAY from
the wheel and secured it amidships,and |
made her sit down on the raised grat- |
ing, | did my best 1o appear hopefyl— |
Day, certain of secing the boat with |
the Major in her again at daylight: |
pointing out, too, that the squall — |
for it was nothing else, although a
precious heavy one—was now over.and
that we could not he far from the
sjot, with th: Hebe making no pro-
ETess, !

And talking thus. fi riag a!
out of the big rifle—the same that bad
done such dire execution among l]:nm.ﬂ:i
crew—1 gradually drew her to t hink
suore hopefully; although, as I sat
close beside her, I could feel & shudder
yass throuzh her frame every now and
cea:n, and the sight of the set, pale
fare, staring always astern, made mr:
very heart sore. '

Thinking, from her frequent shiy-
éring. that she might feel cold, al-|
though the night was a warm enough !
one, [ ran down and got a wrap and |
Placed it over her shoulders where she
£al; and, as she thanked me, I could
near that she had een crying quiet-
Iy to herself. And presently she rose
and asked me if she couldn’t be of some
uwse; and I, knowing that occupation of
kny kind would be goud for her, ask-
¢d her to get more cartridges, if she
could find them, also to trim the red
light, th_-.-h I now hauled down, as it
was lmrning dimly. Then dark though
it was, for the moon was hidden behind
& heavy cioud-bank [ slung on the
binoculars and went aloft, more for
the sake of doing someilhing than be-
cause | thought it of any avail, What
I wanted to know was, how soon after
I left him did the Major go overboard}
It was at}mtinll no one could ans-
wer. But ] was afraid not very long;
and in that case it musb have happen-
ed some hours—hours during which the
brig, before the shifting squall struck
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stay below very long: |
and when she reappeared, althouzh |
still haggard and tear-worn, she look- |
ed more composed and resigned. But
H.Ithrmgl; she spoke little, she insisted |
on getting the breakfast ready and!
tusying hegself about galley and
pantry as usual. |
Seeing this, and that it would ﬂﬂ't!
take much to start the tears going |
aguin; I once more went aloft with {he |
glass to get a lookout: and presently
away on the port bow, | saw the w hite
glimpse of canvas— just enough to
swear to, but no more. Whilst I was
on the royal yard a faint breeze rame |
along, and, descending, I clapped a |
Jigger on the fore-t opsail-halyards and |
started to mast-head ihe heavy vard. |
Helen, hearing me, came out to!
help, putting a!l her weight |
into  the pull whea I gave the
word. But, as I might have known, it
was too much for us. So. procuring a
notched-block, I led the jigger-fall to
the winch, and, with Helen holding on
I managed to. in some sort, get the
yard nearly up. We served the main
one the same way; and presently Helen
brought my breakfast to the wheel, |
eating. I noticed, nothing herself.
During the morning the vessel I had
caught sight of turned out to be a
small barque coming directly for us.
And. indeed, the spectacle of the Hebe
in such weather, under her too badly
set bulging topsails. to say nothing of
the reversed ensign blowing out from
the halyards, and gemeral all-round
look of forlorness, would have been en-

ough to attract a ship's attention and
make her alter her course in

theael

found my tongue, al-|

. Miss Fortescue;" and,i'a& way or Uither.

- moved by strong emotion, I carried |

[ am sure of lt_“fa” aflame, and replied:

I 11'EE' 1,

familiar speech.

ft was

i

Sine the Aurora left us there had
been several heavy raim-squalls. To
avoid these—although Helen wished me
to come into the cabin—I had cleared
out the deck-bouse forward, and in it
on wet nights I pitched my camp. Lone-
ly as it might be aft for the girl. I
wished above all to refrain from any-
thing that could bear the faintest re-
semblence to intrusion. And [think
I did right; although Helen seemed just
the least bit offended with me. How-
ever, the weather generally kept so fine
that I was able to stay on deck aft
most nights. Wet or dry 1 would bave
done so, but that, once coming up, and
finding me there in the rain, she very
decidedly expressed her intention of
staying in it also, unless I either took
shelter below with her or forward with
Nan, .

“What brig’s that.” be shounted, “an
what’s the matter wi’ ye?” _

In as few words as possible I told him.
asked if be had seen anything of aboat
adrift. and wound up—almost hopeless
as I kpew it must be—by asking him
if he could spare us a couple of hands.

I cared nothing about his name or
whither he was going; but he re.plmd'
“This is the Aurora o’ Glasco; five-an’-
forty days out: bound to Calcutta. Nae.
baw n aseen your boat! An’, mon,
I can tell ye that there’s nae mair cais
aboord here nor there's mice to catch.
I've only aucht for’ard. a' told. Ye
can count’ em for -l

yoursel’. _

And. truly, thers were exactly e_lght
bearded faces gaping at us, all in a
row. over her rail.

“That’s a gey queer story o' yours,
mon.” he continued; “an’ if ye've nae ob-
jections, I'll just come aboord o’ ye, an’
hear it mair to richts. And I saw him
cast another wondering glance at the
Hebe as he spoke.

“You're welcome.” I replied shortly;
and in a minute or two a gig with a
couple of men and the speaker in her
was pulled alongside the Hebe.

Coming up the light ladder I had
thrown over, he gave a quick. rather
suspicious glance around the decks. but
made his best shore-how as I introduc-
ed him to Helen. Presently the three
of us went into the cabin, where pro-
ducing decanters and glasses, I told my
story more fully. interrupted often by
exclamations of astonishment in very
broad Scotch—the broadest Aberdeen
could produce. I think.

“"Weel.” said he, “I'll be keepin’ a |
smairt lookoot for vour bhoatie. I wish
I could do mair: but ve'll ken voursel’
—nane hetter—that merchant-ships are
Da murkle ower-manned thae times: an’
I'm afraid ye'll no be gettin’ help un-
less it's frae one o' they passenger | e could make short work of them or
 Steamers or a mon-o-war. An’ it'l | any other foe. But the conviction bis
;FﬂEth & month afore ye sicht ane or | since slowly and steadily been impress-
ither o' 'em; but if the leddy” with an- 'ed on my mind that the Russian army

(other bow to Helen. “wad accept o’ a | is for fighting purposes, in every res-
pect, the equal to ours, and in some

Ppassage to Calcutta. she’s welcome, vera
respects would bave an immense ad-

we e. an’ Peter Macalister o' New-

‘burgh—that’s me—will be the pleased vantage over us in the field. The men
/mon to hae her. An'” he went on, |are all of one race, are Stropger, more
turning to me, “if ye like, Maister Val-  hardy and bealthier than ours; there
lance. ye can come wi’ us. But, ye see,
yYe're a sailor-mon. an’ can mak’ shift
weel aneuch wi' a soond ship an’ twal

months proveesions until help cumea‘l

(To be Continued,)
THE RUSSIAN SOLDIER IN ASIA.

He is a Serioms Problem for the English to
molve,

I bave bad an opportunity of seeing
a great deal of the Russian army of
Central Asia, and the more [ have seen
of it the less pleased have I been at the
prospect of our Indian army having to
encounter t, writes a correspondent.
I have never feared the issue, hecause
I am sure that at the last we shall
pull curselves together, and with a
- mighty effort, repel the Russians. But
the cost, the labor, and the strain, will
probably be terrible, and the nearer
they approach to us the more difficult
will become the task. 1 once held the
 Russians in supreme contempt, and,
like many Englishmen, believed that

luxuries: have -
TV ‘e nearer e, ete.
'Nor can the leddy’s bein’ awa frae ye i Bl 7 g s
mak’ ony possible differ in the result,
An'—an’—wee!, ye
ken'—and the skipper suddenly stopped
a8 if he had been shot. whilst Helen
divining what was coming, and what
I never dreamt of, albeit my heart |
was in my boots, rose, her pale cheeks

is, indeed, chiefly on board ship that 1

{And I have arrived at the conclusion
that bhe is the most docile, g
pered, till you scratch him, pig beaded
creature on earth, as hard as nails and
| generally of superb physique. He is
stupid and ignorant, perhaps, but he
has apprehension enocugh to shoot
straight, and to understand when he
is told to advance or not to quit a post
alive, and he never disputes an order
or complains. And that, I take it, is
sufficient for a fighting machine. He
has had no school hoard education, and
is, therefore, content with his lot and
no lawyer.
— e

MINMIC NAVAL COMBATS.

e T

How ihe Empervor Clandlus
His Friends.

At the time of the Roman Empire.

“Thank you very much. Captain
Macalister, for your kind offer; but I
could not think of leaving the Hebe
as long as my friend. Mr. Vallance,
stays by her. Besides, would you ad-
vise me to desert my poor father’'s
property, when, perhaps, I may possibly
be of use to Mr. Vallance in helping
him to save it{”

“Vera true. my dear young leddy,"”
replied the warthy skipper, getting
redder than ever, but obviously im-
pressed by the latter view of the case;
“it was just my ain bairns at hame
that I was thinkin’ on when T spoke
an' how I wadna muckle relish the no-
tion o' ame o' them driftin’ aboot the
sea wi'— But there, there,’ he broke
off. feeling himself probably on peril-
ous ground again, “it’s nae business o’
mine to interfere wi'. A’ I can do is
to keep a gude lookout for the Ma jory |
an ‘that I will wi’ pleasure. An’ now I |flowed freely the blood of human be-
think on it, when we left Capetown'

they were expectin’ Her Majesty’s ship | bats which were exhibited like other
Alexandria in every day, a'most, frae |

the colonies—Australia, ye ken. If ye Shows., by the Emperor. . They were
could but speak her ye’d be richt. Ye |termed naumachiae. and history gives

hae Greenwich time aboord. ye say. a minute account of ope that took
I'll stand by ye till noon, an’

; : . |place during the reign of Claudius.

We can compare oor observations, An - : 3 e

i’ the meantime, if ye like, I'll hae my | The scene of action was Lake Fucino.

men help us pit a reef in thae big top- |Captives and criminals to the number

E:”f o' yours, an’ snug yon foresail. |of 1.900 were collected, placed on board

:'?h;"l: E’f ;b%::r *""‘r:”‘krény,m It comes on | 5 }yndred ships, and drawn up in two
£ : opposing squadrons, called derisively

Enicrialned

' the love of splendid spectacle, in which |r

Ante- | should the

l
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| ings, found gratification in naval com- | ™en.
in three days.

Thankfu!ly accepting his kind offer. 3 s :
the four of us, reinforced by another |the Rhodians and the Sicilians. The

two from the Aurora, put a single reef
in each of the Hebe's topsails, and re-
stowed the fore-course. By that time
it was close on moon. and the captain,
bidding us a hearty farewell, went
aboard; and presently, discovering that
our chronometers and position were ex-
actly alike. he braced his yards up, dip-
ped his ensign three times in token of
farewell, whilst a hoarse roar of a
cheer arose from the men in the bar-
que’s fore-rigging, as she stood across
our stern with her port tacks aboard,
and gradually faded away to a white

combatants, guards were stationed

round the lake and the rafts were
guarded by towers and platforms. on
which stood catapults and other en-
gines to command the fighting s=hips.
In front of th erafts were arranged
vessels from the emperor’s fleet to com-
pel the vietims to engage or to mas-
sacre them if they refused. In the mid- |
dle of the lake rose a silver Triton. who
wound his horn for a signal and en-

ships were large triremes and quad- vicinity who have
riremes. To prevent the escape of the | wWay or

speck on the horizom. .

I think we felt lonely as we watched
her. each probably fancying that per-
haps it might be long before we gaw
again the faces of our kind or heard

couragement to fight, while artificial
monsters played round him in the wat-
er. The rising ground about the lake
was fitted with seats, like an amphi-
theater, and was occupied by an eager
multitude, among whom was Claudius
himself, and the princes of the Llood
in their military dress, and the em-
press in a splendid gold and purple

The poor wretches that were doomed
to such ignoble battle, cried out to the
emperor: “Hail, sovereign lord! We
whose lives are forfeit salute thee.*

The ror answered, ““Hail I” which
the ul unfortunates took' to mean
that they were pardonmed. Not so, for
seeing that they delayed when the

was given. Claudius sprang
from his thrope, and tottering on his
Mtﬁmrnmdthehke,urgingl
them on by gestures, and threateni
them with instant destruction if they
did not begin. Beeing that there was
he poor victims to this

“How glad T am you did not accept
the captain’s offer!” I remarked pre-
sently to Helen, as she left the wheel
or a minute to give me a pull on a
“l don't know what I should
have done, all alone on the Hebhe—

as her eves met mine,
and replied, smiling faintly, “Captain
Macalister evidently thought it would
be the correct thing for me to do, and
wWas n an ace of plainly saying so.
Hli:tq Bru.m}y:iinﬂuum ex-
tends evem the In Ocean.

brutal caprice attacked one another. At
|first there was little loss, but warm-
to the fight, on becoming desper-
y spectators, an li
remainder were spared, e
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