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NO LIQUOR FOR THE TROOPS

THE ORDER GIVEN T0 TH

E FO
IN THE SOUDAN. Pl

It Proved Wise By Actual Test  The ihes
r_rrrl the Result of British Governments
Now Betng Tried - The sallors May Also
Be Deprived of Thelr Grog.

| Liquor has until recently played so

important a role in warfare to the

horrors of which it has in no small
r.rf-.-a,wum contributed, that the fact of

Sit Horatie Kitchener's recent

at Atbara having been won by

| composed exclusiveiy of to:

victory
a force
al abstain-
ers calls for serious consideration, and
attention. It is probably the first oec-

casion that so brilliant a feat of arms

has been achieved by a body of white
troops who for months previously had

 any Kind of stimulant whatsoever, For
| ;‘f "'l'Umrl:i'}'.;’LtliinH” of the line, and his
!u?mrmifz. Sandy,” of the Highland re-
| glments, have refrained from alcohol
| in any form whatsoever, and have
' restricted themselves to tea, lime juice,

' and Nile water, it cannot be attributed |
' to any conscientious scruples on their

part or to the sudden development of
| high-fledged principles on the score of
!I drink, but solely to the establishment
' of a new system by the British mili-
tary authorities which
|guud deal of interest on the part of

the War Departments of Continental |

Europe.

EXPERIMENTS IN ENGLISH ARMY.

It seems that for some time, by ord-
ers of Field-Marshal Lord Wolseley,
| the British Commander-in-Chief, care-
ful and exhaustive experiments have

been in progress with a view to ascer- |

taining the relative effects of alcohol

cal endurance and staying qualities of
the troops. Advantage has been tak-
en both of the annual manoeuvres, as

England has a few on hand in one
part or other of the world almost all

the L_ime., Lo examine carefully the
question. One regiment would be de-
prived of every drop of stimulant,
' while another belonging to the same
| brigade woul!d be ailowed to purchase
lﬂ-ﬂ usual, its malt liquors at the can-
| teen, and a third would receive a sail-
| or's ration of grog in the
| whiskey. In each instunce the experi-
| ment went to show that, whereas at
first the corps which had received an
allowance of grog surpassed the oth-
ers in dash and in impetuosity of at-
 tack, yet after the third or fourth day
its members began to show notable
signs of lassitude and a lack of spirit
‘im-l endarance, The same manifesta-

' tions, though in a minor and slower
' degree, were apparent in the regiments
restricted to malt liquors, whereas
the men who had been kept from every
kind of stimulant increased in staying
power, alertness and vigor every day.
DECIDED FOR ABSTINENCE,

The result of these experiments led
' the British War Department to decide,
not on the ground of principle, but
solely for the sake of maintaining Lhe
powers of endurance of the troops now
engaged in the Soudan campaign, not
to permit a single drop of stimulani
| in camp save for hospital use. Wine,
| spirits and malt liquors have been
barred from the officers’ mess table
as well as from the regimental can-
teen, and from generals in command
down to the drummer boys and the
camp followers liquid refreshments
have been restricted to tea and oat-
meal water,

When one remembers how devoted
the Englishman is to his beer and th:.:.
Scotehman to his "“mountaln dew,
modern history abouoding in the up-
sets of Cabinets, ill-advised enough to
attempt an increase of the tax on
these stimulants, which are regarded
not as luxuries, but as actual neces-
saries of life, the boldness and likewise
the difficulties of the innovation will
be appreciated.

lill.Itpt he scheme has fulfilled all ex-
pectations. Thanks to total abstin-
ence, the men have been able to make
forced marches of the most extraor-
dinary character across _the. burning
desert and under a blazing sun, the
heat of whose rays can only be appre-
ciated by those who have lived under
the equator. . xS

TROOPS FREE FROM SICKNESS.

The Soudan is famed l:u_r its dead-
ly climate, which either kills or _Iﬁ;'f-
maturely ages Lhe majcrity of 1-; Lti
| folks who penetrate beyond 1Ls I:BE
tiers. Indeed, it has often been Er?h-
named, and with good cause tﬂﬂ.f thg
man eating Soulan” by reason 0 i
number of white lives that 1t_lm.s;i :
sumed. Yet, in spite of l}hls. :;hga
has never been a campalgn where -
has been so little sickness, “hfmfull
few men have been compelled to =
out, even in the longest mnrch&:. R
where the troops have been gﬂ oo
such magnificent PRYSEL. Lually” cov-
training that : R ety
er thirty miles of sand l;‘ o 4
water bottles, without slaking
thristf l:;:ll:l:lgﬂ frumh‘t:: tﬁﬁ;?;;ﬂg ¢ t:h';gﬁ
s T 7 lves suffi-

would still find themselves =
:5:51;!1 ?mh and vigorous to t;alt?l nBI
hard fought victory such as
Atbara. : vices and
Of course, all kmdamu!md:h .

resorted :
:rmks :??ho 8 t campaign to de-

not been permitted to touch a drop of |

Is exciting a |

aad of total abstinence upon the physi- |

well as of these petty wars of which |

form of
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SPAIN'S FIGHTERS IN THE EAST.

Nlaf.ivp troops in the Philippines are
enlisted under
the number of many thousands. Their
service i1s described, however, as not
u._!tu_gﬂher whole hearted. But the dis-
cipline of an enrolled body of men is
not lightly thrown off. The Spanish
battalions, too, are a corrective again-
st revolt on the part of the native
ﬁl::idipr.q, whose sympathies naturally
lie with their brethren in rebellion.

bottle and barrel to be mercilessly de-
stroyed, t he liquor merely serving to
poison the sand and slake the thirst
of the ever parched desert,

NO LIQUOR BEFORE A FIGHT.

Orders have recently been issued fo
the commanders of all British men-of-
war in commission that in lieu of the
double rations of grog formerly served
out to the crews when going nto ac-

1s to be- allowed when thare is any
fighting to be done. In order to
satisfy the thirst engendered by the
heat, exertion and smoke inseparable
from a naval combat, sapplies of oat-
meal and water for drinking are ar-
| ranged all over the ship.

This, of course, is a radical departure
' from the practice, which has existed
'until quite recently, and which still
' prevails in the navies and armies of
' every continental power of the Old
| World. PBut it is a step, which is ren-
| dered imperative by the extreme im-
| portance of sighting with the utmost
degree of exactitude the guns and
rifles, upon the precision of which the
success of every action, no matter
whether at sea or land, nowadays de-
pends,
| CALMNESS IS MOST NECESSARY.

| It is no longer fierceness, fury and
reckless dash that are required of the
men, but calmness and collectiveness.
In naval engagements there is little
| boarding to be done in these times of

armed with tier upon tier of small
| guns, some of the men-mg-war of the
early Victorian era having over a
hundred of them. Modern battleships
and cruisers are equipped with gigantic
pieces, relatively few in number, ‘but
carrying projectiles of colossal weight
over a range of several miles. It is
no longer necessary to pepper the hull
of & man-of-war full of cannon ball holes
in order to sink it, This can be ach-
ieved by one single well-directed shot
from any of the great guns with which
the warship of the present day 1s arm-
ed. Everything depends, therefore, up-
on the precision of the gunnery, and
the belligerent whose every shot car-
ries home is practically certain to win
th’f‘hi#%ngﬁﬁh Admiralty has, in fact,
recognized this by forbidding the use
of liquor of any kind on the day when
ships are going into action, and no
one need feel surprised if the present
war leads to the grog ration bgzl_n%
abolished altogether in the Britis

navy. )
OPERATIONS ON LAI\D.1

. se of hostile n;;erutznns on

Iﬂfll::l ti:Il]::: Cjuna consideration prevails,

and must weigh in the balance of vic-

tory or defeat. [t is not merely that

the soldier’s staying powers are a_llzt.g-

mented by total abstinence, but L Ie-

wise his shooting ]:ills l?&ﬂifafiiﬁﬁ 3 :

these days, especlally o

i iri ifles and guns, there

g el el art of tha troops

a tendency on the p v
i A to squander

to fire wildly and e
iti t the outset ol L

nmm:;ﬁ;nnﬁdmd, the one ob_}ec':t] of

Fos aificers i (o Keep thelx men (8.2

ollec a
gﬁmﬂ% csn t they may reserve

their fire for _the proper moment, and
then fire to hit. 3 AN
deed t aroused Imos

Indeed, WHSS le of Atbara was the
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Em l"ﬂ.lzufl collected manner ::1 ?::;g
the High'and regiments 2 Anosd
across the MIIEHTt plama r:tnly e
i re
2t T e
:no their for i
cﬂ' Eﬂﬁfuda as if they bad merely
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tion, not a drop of alcoholic liguor, no|
| matter whether spirit, wine or malt,

| ironclad warfare. Vessels are no longer |
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l“”ﬂlll treat ment
. Tule also

pay is the
soldiers 1n the
As to the high character

and good
for native
. i Philippines,
the banner of Spain tolof the fighting qualities of the native |

'rh[}](ﬂﬂl'ﬂ. there is no question., They
| are game to the last, When Great
| Britain captured Manila over a cen-

tury ago, the native fighters resisted

sally which was made, it is stated
| many of them, in their dying agony,
bit savagely at the steel hayonet by
which they were transfixed,
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lurks in every human breast. This be-
ing the case, is it wise or polite still
further to loosen the restrictions of
civilizations by the use to be enforced
and become of surpassing wvalue, 1L Is
in times of war both on land and at
S€ 8,

AUSTRALIAN HORSES.

| —

| sg Plentiful In That Country That a Beg-
P gar May KHide.

The land of the kangaroo and the
wombat, where the mammal was no-
thing less marsupial, till the Eurcpean
arrived on the scene, may now be call-
ed the land of horses. In New South
Wales the sight of a beggar on horse-
back excites no surprise. The poorest
settler has a nag or two of his own,
'and his children may be seen riding
to school like little lords. A one-
norse township would be inconceiveable
'in a country where each village, al-
'most, has its race meeting. With a

—
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popalation scarcely over 1,250,000, the
| colony owns more than 500,000 horses.
- And she now exports horses on a rap-
idly increasing scale. In 1R95 the col-
ony exported 1063 horses, of the esti-
mated value of £12,745; in 1896 the
number was B138, value £123500; and
last year there was a further increase
India being the leading customer. Aus-
| tralian horses being found admirably
adapted for military purposes in that
part of the British Empire. Horses
are exported also from New South
Wales to Victoria, New Zealand, Wes-
tern Ausiralia, Fiji, the Straits Set-
tlements, Java and the Philippine Is-
lands. |
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A FAMILY MATTER.

Proud Dame—I do not see how you
could think of marrying into such a
commonplace family as that.

Romantic Daughter—Oh, I'm not go-
ing to marry into his family; he's go-
ing to marry into our family.

Cash Svstem

Adopted by

., & J. MeKechnie

|

G"’ &
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€ g

We beg to inform our customers
and the public generally that we
have adopted the Cash ESystem,
which means Cash or its Equiv
alent, and that our motto will be
“ Large Sales and Small Profits.”

We take this opportunity of
thanking our customers for past
patronage, and we are convinced
that the new system will merit a
continuance of the same
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