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CHAPTER 11l.—Continued.

‘What rather puzzled me was that,
search as I might, 1 could find no clue
to ownership about the boat or her be-
longings. Nowhere alboerd of her was
so much as a printed letter. On her
stern. she carried, in place of a name,
a gilded device of a rising sun; and
the saine, in smaller size, was onl each
bow. She was copper-fastened through
out, and the tiller of sclid brass, was
a tine piece of work running in a grace-
ful curve to a dolphin’'s head. The sails
were of light but very strong cu_l.txm_;
he r spars of that grand wood, Lhe Kauri
pine of New Zealand. From a few indi-
calions sbout her, legible only to the |
eye of a seafarer, I judged her of
French build. And in that at least the
sequel proved me right. . ‘

A week passed without my sighting
anything, the weather fine, but the
winds growing perceptibly lighter, r
when one morning, taking my custom-
ary look arcund before casting off. 1
epied a gleam of eanvas in the north-
. east. But I could make nothing more
: of it until noon, by which time I had
risen the object sufficiently to see that |
: it was a small pointed-port bLrig un-.
der topgallant sails, topsails, and i
foresail and judging from the way
her head fell off and came to, ‘-'-'_H-h a
secking sort of motion that reminded !
me of a dog nosing after a lost scent,
sleering any way. And as | neared ber
I saw Lhat she was, as sailors say, " all
anyhow.” Only one small dingey hung
at her davits: no smoke poured {rom
ber galley funnel ; no faces looked over
j ber high bulwarks. A prelily creature
: of a brig, too, of some 300 tons, with a
yachi-like bow, and clean run aft to
@ square stern; masts painted a_hu[f
colour tapering wway up to gilded
trucks; lofty and squarely rigged—too
murh so for my faney—her copper glis-

' , tenng in the sun like a new kettle
sl euch lazy roll, and all about her, to
a sailor's mind, a touching air of lone-
liness an| desertion, accentuated rath-
er than relieved by the outsiretched
arm of a white female fignrehead. |

“ A derelict, for a dollar, Nanny,” |
said I, luffing up as we got closer. |
“ Anyhow, I'll hail her ;" and I shouted |
out, “ Brig ahoy!" |

Listen ng, | imagined 1 heard some
sort of reply, sounding muffled aml{
dull.

“ Brig ahoy!” I roared again. " Is|
there anvbody on board " |

And as 1 sat and stared, all at) once, |
over the rail, for'ard of the main-rig-
ging, came & head and stared back at |
me—a great round blatkr:mel-yel.luwl
Bead with eyes that glowed like balls
of fire, and a big, open, red cavern |

L of & mouth, showing white teeth, long |
gharp, and cruel, and that answered |
my hail by such & deep, savage roar |
as made me jump to my feet and ex- |
~laim, ' The devil, Nan! If thal’'s a spe- |
cimen of her crew, | think we'll ¢lear!” |
And Nan seemed to be of the same opin- |
: : : ion ; for meeling those fierce green |
! , ' eves she gave & lamentable bleat and |
| ' gruttied aft, and crouched hetween my
: ' legs as | hurriedly put the helm up,
and, very slowly, for the winl had
nearly died away, drove astern. As 1
passed the brig's quarter | observed a
roje’s-end towing overboard, and bav- |
ing some desire to see more of this |
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5-' etrange business, 1 eaught hold, and |
find ng it came handsomely off the deck |

E veered away until brought up, when |

s [ took a Turn round the iron traveller

of the foresail. Jumping to let go'the
gaff-hulyards, I was startled by a voice |
overhead, and looking up, | saw a man’s |
face poking out of cne of the two lit- |
tle stern windows—a furiously red,
eholerie face, frimged with bristling
while whiskers ; a stiff gray moustache
eprang from under a big hooked nose,
and from the shelter of shaiggy eve-
brows, gleamed & pair of deep-set, light
blue eyes.

“ Ht, hi, you sir!” roared the voice.
“Confound it, are you deaf! Why,
by gad, he’'s got my boat! What are
vou doing with my boat, eh, ehi"”

Too much taken aback by this sec-
ond surprise to answer at once, all 1 did
N wus Lo stare at Lthe astonishing appar-
itiom, as it reiurns2d the compliment
with interest, framed like a picture in
the small port which it almost filled.
Vas the vessel bewitehed ! Tiger amid-
ehips and madman aft; or both to-
gether ! Or were they one and the
same being? I protest that som«ihing
of thi# kind went to make up the no-

tions that f{loated through my birain
wl the moment, mingled with mem-
ories of eea-siories | had heard—

etrange, weird siories of haunied ves-
#els wandering on unknown s<:s, man-
ned by evil spirvits, able to chunge their
cshapes at will.

And | must have shown it in my face,
tow. for the other one grinned as it
shonted: ** Weill, when you're done
looking frighten«d, perhaps you'll come
aboard and let us out. How much
longer are we to be boxed up in this
hole, eh, eh i

“Can’t say, I'm sure,” I retorted,

findinez my voice at last; “vou've got
a deck pussenger | don't much relish
the eut of.”
' “Why, confornl it, sir! I ecrippled’ —
the face wis beginniug, when suddenly
at the other win'low, aprearad anoth-
er face—a giri's face, pale but hean-
tiful, lit by great dark-brown eves;
a perfect mose, lip=s arched like a Cup-
1d's bow over double rows of pearl, and
a voice that rang sweet and firm and
troe as she interrupted the other.

“No,”" sail she eagerlv as I gaped
in amnzement, locking, I dare say, fool-
i«h envuogcn, “don’'t come on bhoard-—
al lesst mot yet. Tippoo is only lame.
He'd hurt youn—he's become =0 savage
snee'—-an! here 1 saw her faece
hlaneh émn! a sort of ghiver pass over
it as she continued. more hurriedly.

«ing. | suppose, the utter bewilder
t impressed om my features as |
o-—. noldng on to the forestay and
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Ction of the vessel.
upwards, with all that
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gaping up at her: ‘ There's mo one

| here except my father—Ma jor Fortles-

cue—and myself. Cur crew left us in
that very boat, after shutting us up
fn here, trying to set fire to the brig,
and letting Tippoo—that’s the tiger—
loose. My father shot some p[ I:h:& men
and afterwards smashed Tippoos leg.
But where,”’ she suddenly broke off,
““did you come from?"”’ eyeing Nan with
& swift look of surprise as the anml:ml
came and took up her place alongside
me and bleated loudly at the sirange
laces. S

“1 was second mate of a ship, I
replied shortly, for I was all athirst
to hear more; 1 fell n_verlmrd; and
after drifting about with Nan here,
I found the boal and two dead men in
her.”

“ The infernal scoundrels!” shouted
the other head from its window ; " the
murdering thieves !—There, therg. Hel-
€N, you are so impatient ! Cant you
let the man tell his story without con-
stantly imterrupting him! Yes, siT,
he went on, his face turning so purple
with rage at the remembrance of
troubles that I thought he'd choke ev-
ery minute -~ yes, sr; nothing but
misfortunes since we left Colombo!
First the captain died, then the mate.
Then 1 took charge, she's my own ship,
sir, cargo and all. ‘Then the brutes of
niggers mutinied.” 1| hardly wondered

at it, “and wanted to leave, sayIng |, .. o

the ship was doomed. I put two of 'em
—the ringleaders—in iroms with my
own hands. Then, sir, one night they
locked us up here and got the boat
overboard, but not before I'd shot four
or five of 'em. Gad, sir, if they hadn’t
cleared 1'd ha' potted the lot atshort
range ! They iried to set us aflire, too.
Bui it rained; and I kept

ing, with my big express; they did-

€m jump- i, heehive—altogether a most amazing

lwecll o O PUT L  DUUEL r. :
evidently formed for the reception O
just such a boat a8 la alongside. The
fire had burnt through the tarpaulins

hatches, but had been

extinguished before doing further dam-
age—a very Darrow squeak though.
Close to the forward end of the bhatch
was a little galley; fariher along. a
good-sized deck-house, painted white;
and the after ends of both these struc-
tures were fairly riddled with bullet-
holes. And everywhere about the deck
lay scatiered bones,—{ragments uf_ hu-
man skulls, vertebrae, grms, and thighs,
many of them crunched atnd broken, but
all clean picked and dried by the hot
sun. Still, the planking thereabouts
looked like the floor of a slaughter-
house, and the smell was an equal pro-
portion of dissecting-room and menag-
erie combined.

and charred the

There was no poop to the brig. The '
space was taken up by a house running |

right aft to the wheel, with a narrow-
alley-way on each side between it and
the bulwarks. )
ing ran round the top of this sort of
poop, to which there was no enirance

| from the quarter-deck. But I moticed

| a; couple of small windows in its front |
|

|

|

1

n't do much at the fire busin®ss. And !

they let Tippoo loose—as quiet acub
as you ever saw—until, well, he's a
man-eater now, and | dare say you'd
better kill him before you come on
board. No irouble; i broke his leg the
other day.

putting a glass to his eye—" gad, yes,
your goat also.”
as fast as he could reel it,off, bringing
up with a sudden sort of a gasp, quite

 plain to hear.

As he fimished speaking, with a loud
there sprang on to the bhrig's
taffrail, a three-parts-grown
lashing his tzil in fury and swaying
nnsteadily on three legs to the mo-
His near front leg
be kept Lent

part between the knee and claws hang- |

ing loose. His regard was fixed on
Nan, whbo shivered and bleated in ter-
ror. Fearing that he ‘was aboul to
spring, I slipped my line, and secing
that presently there would be some

I'm glad my boat's proved |

L] g . L ' ‘l!-._ | i : [ . =
of service to you, sir; and, eh, eh,"— 1 g54in 1" Then catching a whiff from the

All this he paid out |

Liger, |

manoeuvring, | hoisted the mainsail, |

an! foresail, put the helm up, and a
light air filling the canvas, the ¢utler
began to draw ahead.

“Don't desert us !" exclaimed the girl
appealingly.

“No,” I said, “T1 will not, But
don't quite see how I'm (o gel on board
whilst that brute's there.”

“Can you shoot ! she asked.

“1'll try,” I €aid, ** although | have-
n't had much practice at big game.

! However, if you'll lower me down a

rifle and some cariridges | may hit
him.” '
At this both bheads withdrew, and in

a minute or two the Major—to call him |

as | always did henceforth—had a stout

with the glass in them smashed. Houses
and fittings were immensely strong,
and built with great solidity. Heavy
semicircular double doors, fronting the
wheel and binnacle, gave access by a
few steps to the cabin; and these doors
had been secured by a kedge anchor
and a couple of spare chain topsail-

his | cheets in such fashion that, opening

outwards as they did, it would h:r} an
ulter impossibility for any one within
to move them. Indeed, it was fully a

quarter of an hour before 1 was able |

to open them myself. But at last I
flung them wide and pushed back the
hood of the compamion, and stepped
waiting with some curiosity the
appearance of the prisoners.

First to emerge was the old gentle-

man whose features I already knew so |

well—a tall, rigid figure, dressed in a
long, frock-coat of come thin, dark ma-
terial, immaculate linen with large dia-
mond studs and sleeve-links, polished
tam shoes, nnd a solar-topee as big as

speciacle under the circumstances.

=1 B

A handsome brass rail- |

Introducing himself as Major Fort-
cescioe, late of the 14th Bengal Native

Infantry, he shook hands, and stepping
to the taffrail, sniffed and snorted, and

| said the other.

drew great breaths of air into his lungs |

saying: " Killed the beggar, hey ! Well
done ! By gad, it's a treat to get out

maindecl: * Piff, pih! how those brutes
smell yonder! Must get them cleared
away presently.”

‘How lonz have you been locked up
down below ? | asked as we ascended
the littie ladder to the top of the deck-
house, I meranvhile keeping an eve
litting for a sight of the girl, and won-
dering what was delaying her.
~ "Eignt days,’ said the Major, answer-
Ing my questions. 'Eight inlerminable

time. So 1 boueht the Hebe here, and
loaded her with coffee for the Cape.
Meant to se!l ship and cargo i here, and

sr ¢apect to meet in a military ' 4 |
siub thaw on the deck of & derelict brig
in the ¥, (ian Ocean,

I was poing vo make some remark,
tut jast tier. I became aware ol a
gracefu! fignre that had stepped up
alongside us, and was holding out her
hand to me, and looking at me scru-
tinisingly with ihose wonderful deep-
brown eyes of hers.

(To be Coniinued.)
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lenre troubles like mine bat v
 better results, and | did Lot ey
recover, in fact | often thos
would be better il the end up
my life wasone of misery, Wiy
back to the and then o

converse.
But presenlly the savages made &
gesture which the boys understood. It

was a beckoning sigu, and plainly
meant, “Come along.” ‘
“Well,” said one of the boys to the
other, il is evident that we have gol
to die, and we may as well die at their
camp as here.”
“ip any event, we will die like men,”

1arm
read the statement of & lady uh
been cured of similar troubles &
use of Dr. Williams' Pink Pilk ¢
said to my hus'and that1 wel
this medicine and it seemed tom
it was my last chance. Betore th
box was finished | fell an imprs
in my appetite and felt that thiss
hopeful sign. By the time I b
three boxes mors my 1rouble

“We will!”

S0 they started along, following the
Indians, or rather followed by them,
soon 1hey reached u large Indian lodge,

which they entered. The _Indians tobe entirely gone, and I have o .d clog i.l. For two or thi
heckoned 1o them to sit down in front 4 cingle recurrence of the old snd heid to the hope i
UI il I:ll'gﬁ III‘E in t-hﬂ- cenlre UI ‘thE- t OTS. Fin["t “_“-.i.[l: ti i:'_illr;-, Fas i f'ﬂﬂd ﬂf Varter,

y spring, somelime 1
flush the conduits a

ud clogged them up. B

pth the mass of roots

hﬂ.\'E. nsed two oXes and 'h-_‘- byt
effect of toning up the syste
t‘ﬂl‘iﬂ[l_" Hli}.’]'ll indispositiops
d.’-l_}' I am a well woman andow

lodge, which was directly beneath a
hole in the roof that served for chim-
ney, window and ventilator.

The Indians offered them food, bul

appetite had been scared oul of them. Jjfe to Dr. Williams' Pink Pilk In ”Ij' end the tiles w
The Indians ate, and then got out batl- e mv restoration seems d drains three feet d
chets and knives. ' short of a miracle | was lip "“E'.!I-1hﬂﬁ did not fil
| “Our time has come,” said one of gead and broucht back to lifs s0il are below Lhe

go home in (h: mail-boat. Nice mess

it's turned out to be.! Nothing, sir,

Imt baa luck! Third week out the cap-

tain took iil, lingered another week,
and died. That was bad enough! Then

' the mate fell from alofi and brolke his

thigh: mortification
- died,

line out of the window with some kind

of firearm dangling from it. Giving

the boat a sheer, | took her right across |
the brig's stern, not without some ap- |

prehension of the tiger's making a [ly-
ing leap; but, owing to his broken
leg, perhaps, be only growled in 4 men-
acing, low, throaty note. Clutching the
gun and a bag of cartridges atlcahed
thereto, I drew out again from the He-
Le-~the brig's name in gilt letters on
a hlue scroll
loaded. As luck would have it, 1 was
not only something of a shot, but un-
derstood how to handle a rifle, and I
heard the old Msajor grunt in a dis-
appointed sort of & manner as [ shov-
ed the cartridges in.

Jibhing, 1 got the cutter round with
her stern to the Hebe's, and taking
careful aim, fired—and missed. The
motion of the boat had been too much
for me. and I saw the bLullet knock
chips off the rail a full foot to port
of the brute, who at once disuppeared,

“Never mind!” shouted the Maior
as | told him. “ Follow him up! He's
cunning after my hitting him. Mike
the goat bleat-—that’ll fetch him!”

That | eould do at any time by simp-
ly ma-a-ing to Namn ; and drawing ahead,
I presently got another shot as the
tiger, unable to resist the sound of
the bleating. came to the rail amid-
ships where | had first sesn him. This
time I was sure of a hit for I beard
the thud of the heavy bullet and the
fierce growl as the brute fell haek.

It was getting late i nthe afternoon,
an:d quite tired of this game of hide-
and-seek on the high seas, | determin-
erd, in the face of this last suceessful
shot, to try and end it. So, making
the long painter fast to the brig's
mainchzins, | serambled’into them, rif-
le in band. and cautiously peered over
the rail. There lauy the tiger biting
savagelv at -a wound imn his shoulder
from which blood oozed in a thick
stream. With a good rest for my rifle
I made no mistake this time, but sensl-
‘ng the bullet into his head just below
‘he eve, had the satisfaction of seeing
him roll over and stretech out dead.

T

CHAPTER 1V,

Stepping on to the brig's deck, 1
tooked around with not a little eurio-
sity—after making quite sure that the
‘iger was dead. Almost the first thing
0 catch my eyve was a great heap of
vakum, old camvas, all well tarred apd

athwart her stern—and

 tackle on it, whilsi

sel in, and he
Light winds, mostly ah-ad, and
calins all the time, Then, sir, the col-

oured crew—ten of ’em—got rusiy — ! blood in both boys' veins.
swore the ship was gecursed, and what  threw

mot.,

calin. Then the brutes started io pet g¢lefl for me!l”

the bheoat overhoard, cock billinz the
mainvard, as vou see, and puiting a
I was making

2ood practice at them with my heavy | they bad ever before known in singing |

windows.
old
i he

express throush those front
Gad, sir, it reminded me of the
Mutiny davs! 1| drove ’em into
deck-house and out again, into the
galley and out again, [ had lots of
ammunition and didn’'t spare i, Four
I know, 1 accounted for. But 1then
night came, dark as a dog’'s mouth,
and it was only guess-work: and they
gol the hoat over in' spite of me. And
lefore they went they lit a roaring
fire on the hatch there, and loosed Tip-
poo, whom I was taking to a-friend
in Cayetown, Helen and [ did all we
could to get out: but the house was too
solid, and you can't cut teak with a
table-knife. ‘And all the time the fire
was flaminz and blazing in such a
fashion that it secmed as if nothing
could save ug from being roasted—not
nlive; T would have taken care <f that
—when down came a perfect deluge of
rain and extinguished it. By then the
'nat must have been out of sight, or,
“urely, they had returned and finished
their work. Helen couldn’t bear to
think of the tiger eating those bodies
whose remains you see there: so, to
please her, I tried to shoot him —an
umgrateful act, us but for his scaven-
wering they might have bred a pes-
_t'ilf:.nna. But after fretting hit he went
intc bhis cage, and only ecame out at
night. He was a quiet tractable
rTeature enough—we had him from the
time he was a cub—but| after his first
taste of human flesh, of course, blood-
thirety as the rest of his tribe. (And
‘he niggers reckoned on this when
‘hey lel him go, well knowing what
an excellent sentry he'd make over us.
Waoll, sir T think that’s all for the
wresenty’ and the Major turnmed and

But I know the nigger, sir; and formed in a circle about the fire and
| bounred ’em up to their work. You ' the white boys.

1

‘g that will injure |

cannol speak ton highly of this e tha
mion it is muech letie

the boys.
cine, or urge {on SIrongly o

“So it seems,” said the other, “but

‘days! Luckily we had plenty to| et us sell our lives dearly!” are afflicted to give it & trial’ erdrain at first at le
eat and drink. But the heat was 1n- | However, insiead of fu|“ng upon It has been proved time apd . ln the heaviest J
fernal! I've Leen coffee-planting in ' them with the weapons, the Indiaus that Dr. Williams' Piok Pilk need that some !oose
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daughter, who had lwen ailing for some siripping, measuring, splitting and  ciomach trouble. ‘They mak Pe mo slnmes in 1he ne

&

rush or EVED COaATrSe WA
d, thf ohject being on !y
¥ 8oil up while whter o
(N under and through it |

blood and build ap the nerves
ing the glow of he:lth 1o pales
]'[b“ [ares e =ure you gel '!i.|+'-i'
as there is no other medicos

bending the wood. The boys were a
litile reassured, and yetl they argued
that probably the savages would pre-
tend to fall asleep, and would mur-

der them in the night. They resolved | came as’ or “inst as good” 28 ) this to clay very quic
that but one of them should lie down, ji.ms’ Pink Pills  1f vour deik OF SiX years the nw
while the other would sit up and | 41 have them they wi'l e sl drained olay so0il will
watch, each taking his turn. paid at 50 cents a box or six o o find that some of £k
After the Indians had worked at go 54 by addressing the I Wil o down fully as low -
basket-making for some time, one of wedicine Co. Prockville Onf lee, wi.wn.,,-..,. e petms
them, who seemed to be a sort of chief, | ere will be ever 1 fter
5“"’“19“1:" gave o FEH that froze 1he | —— e l _"r Wiater (o the [

The Indians | MAKING WOOD ALCOHOL wished
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