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THE WHITE LACE FAN..

1.

“What is the price of it ¥’ Nina Car-
rol asked eagerly.

“Twenty-five shillings, ma'am,” the
assistant answered, referring to the
small ticket which hung to the elegant
fan upon the counter.

“Twenty-five shilling! Oh, dear!
Then of course I can’t afford it,"

And Niua laid down the pretty trink-
et and walked slowly out of the shop.

She was a sparkling, black-browed

answered with enthusiasm, It ;

gift alike wo Sisas - ans
af‘;‘._hsa miipla;&? of the giver and
Nina smiled and flushed ﬁ ise |
s 1 up. Praise
n\git.mh & source as this was very

he looked at the fan with i
w}y:;#haah: reached home. 2% BN

hat a beauty it is!” soliloqui
ul;e. What a ridiculous idea q&uﬁ%
gnu[t;l:ﬁh Leopold’s that the coin wasn't

But she kept the story of he
chase to herself F i

111

“Which of the girls was it w ]
e t“g it who took

brunefte, with greai, languid eyes, al
mouth like wave-wet coral, and, a shy, |
bewitehing way which gentlemen called
cha:miag and ladies couldn’t :Lppreui-;
ate at all. Miss Philpotts was just
about to be married, and she had ask-
ed Nina to be her second bLridepmaid:
the other bridesmaids had given such
elegant wedding-gifts—and Nina, girt-_!
like had no wish to be behindhand. -

“That white lace fan, with the lav-
ender silk lining and the pearl sticks, |
would have been the very thing,” said |
Nina to herself. "Oh, dear, what ll.l
wretched thing it is to be poor! And
what will Mr. Fortescue think if 1
give Nellie nothing on earth but a
two-and-sixpenny handkerchief 1"

Mr. Fortescue was the name of the
gentleman who was to be "best man’
at the wedding—a handsome young
graduate with an auburn mustache, a
head of curly Saxon hair and laugh-
ing eyes, and whom the girls all liked
and Nina—well, she liked him, too —
just a little, At all events, she was

teiﬂrl‘ ;l_'!}xley:a little black eyes glit-
ed like glass beads behind the
moony glasses of his double-convex
E]lE{'_tE.{‘lef& The doubtful coin quiver-
ed in his indignant fingers like an
aspen leaf upon its stem.

Lhe bookkeeper, a fat, middle-aged
woman, looked round, and said :

It was Miss Charnock, I know, be-
cause she remarked on its brightness
when she paid it over.”

“Call Miss Charnock at once,” mut-
tered the proprietor. “The coin is bad!"

And Amy Charnock came.,

“Counterfeit? O, Mr. Taxley, that
cannot possibly be! I took it from an
elegant young lady.”

“Can you describe her ¥’

Amy hesitated.

“She was very pretty, with black
eyes and hair. She bought one of these
white lace fans."

“"Humph,” said Mr. Taxley grimly.
“No doubt all this is very satisfactory,
hut_ our rules are invariable an
stringent—most stringent where the
r:?:'en'ing of bad eoins is in question.
Your services will be required no long-
er, Miss Charno-k, and the sovereign
will be deducted from your month’s
salary. Sorry, of course”—as a look of
blank dismay came over Amy's face—
“but it’s our rule. Otherwise we

anxious to stand well in his eyes, and |

from this, quite as much as from her
affection for the bride-expectant,
sprang her desire for the whiie lave
fan with the lavender silk lining and
the carved mother-of-pearl sticks. For
Allie Mortimer had given a gold watch
and chain, and Esther Ames a silver
smelling bottle with a diamond-stud-
ded stopper.

“I must give something decent!”
said Nina, compressing her cherry lips
together; and she went to her grim

old granduncle. ]

“Uncle Leopold,” she said, "can you
spare me a sovereign §

Uncle Leopold turpmed upon her @
sharp and withering glance,

“You know, child, I cannot,” said he,
“Money isn't so plentiful with the
Carrols that sovereigns flutter through
the day like sparrows. 1 gave you half
a sovereign the day before yesterday.
It is all that you can have at presenl.”

“But, uncle, here is a sovereign ly-
ing on the desk.”

“Humph " and Uncle Leopold shrug-
ged his shoulders, “You're welecome Lo
that if you want it. It's a counlerfeit
—a dead loss, so far as | am concern-
ed. I don't know where I could pos-
sibly bave taken it.”

should be losing all the time, Pass on
please, Miss Charnock, Miss Fettridge
is waiting to speak to me.”

So Amy was discharged.

She hurried home through the wan-
ing twilight, her heart feeling heavy
as lead in her bosom, her choeks pale
as ashes; because with Amy Charnock
it was a question of sheer starva-
tion whether she retained her situa-
tion at Newton & Taxley's or mnot.
And then there was the rheuamatic old
mother, and the little brother, who
must be kept at school, and— Oh! what
was to become of them ¥

As she hastened along, too deeply
absorbed in these sorrowful reflec-
tions to ta%te any nole of the outer
world, she stumbled azainst some on:,

It was a gentleman, and the light of
the street lamp shone plainly on his
fa~e as he lifted his hat and spoke the
customary phrase:

“I beg vour pardon!”

But Amy Charnock stopped him.

“I—I surely am not mistaken,” she:

said falteringly. “"You are the gen-
tleman who was with the lady who
bought the lace fan? Ilon’t you Te-
member me, sir? I am the girl who
sold the fan—at Newton & Taxley's.”

“I do remember now,” said Mr, For-
tescue, supremely puzzled., ""Bul may
[ ask—"

“1 don’t wonder you are puzzled at

“Rut it looks good, Uncle Leopold.”

“Of course it does, else [ shouldn't |

. - -:I
have been sold as I was. Take il away | - i at r aitnation
. L ' - bhas cost me my situation,

to be reminded of on:'s folly by the
perpetual witness lving there before
one's eyes,”’

And so with a sigh Nina out the coin 1 est interest,

in her purse and went away.

“I don’t believe it's Lad,' said she
to herself, a sudden idea springing in-
to her mind. "I dare say it is good,
only some old fogy or other has re-
fused to take it from Uncle Leopold.
At all events, I mean to Lry the ex-
periment. It certainly can’'t do ““,‘:'l
harm, and I do want the fan so much !

i T—

1I.

“Miss Carrol!” LY "

“Oh, Mr. Fortescue! 1s 1t youi

Nina colored scarlet., She was i lit-
tle vexed that Mr. Fortescue should
have overtaken her just on the LI}I‘EHT
hold of Newton & Taxley's emporiuin,
and yet why should she be annoyed?

«“Am I in the way? May 1 accom=
pany you?’ he asked in an off-hand
sort of manner. :

“Oh. certainly, I shall be tlt']lﬂhi;!‘di
I—I was only going to buy & wedding
present for Nellie Philpotts.

“Ah! Then I shall be _IDLETE‘HU‘.:!L
too. May I venture to injquire what it
is 7’ .

Nipna's heart pulsated a degree ?1
two more rapidly as she advanced Lo
the counter and 'ﬂ.l‘_;dl'}t:ﬂﬂﬂtl a shy,

tty girl who stood there.
III.I::[ f-.—fi looking at a “-'hlte-l-'il:(‘ﬂll fan
here yesterday. Will you show it to me
again 7"’ ) .

EJ\ bright look of intelligence ramal
over the girl's face. She rememherm'
the young lady’s interest of the day
before. ; R

“QOh, yes, ma'am!” said she. “W hll_lLE',
with pearl sticks and a lavender Lin-
ing. Here it is.” _ _ ,

'g'.l'wt-.ntjr-l'ive ghillings I think you

id yrice was "’ _ Lo L
5&.},{1722"" :ua’ﬂm: twenty-five shillings. _

“I will take it. Please pack it very
carefully in the .lrmx.” , G

“Shall I send it, ma nm?‘

“No, I am in 8 hurry—I1 w
mysell.” _ _

And, half-conscious ‘that she dﬁ:g
doing wrong, yet anwilling tul flj
herself the luxury, and resolu fhu_‘;
persuading herself that no harm 1tha
done. Nina Carrol h.unfied qver!hi“_
counterfeit sovereign with Iw*it B
ings in payment for the glitte
trinket. _ i i

The girl took it without & wn“.t opti
presently a little papered pac
ived. ; ;
; “I am ready mow,” said Nipa, turn
ing to Mr. Fortescue, Who h:d_t;modﬂ_
leaning against the counter, Wi :

ill take it

| lesson to you.

my strance address,” Amy interrupt-
' ed, with a little hysteri ‘al Inugh. " Bat
the sovereign she pand was 2 counter-

!  And she told the simnule story of her

 tribulations.

Mr. Fortescue listensd with the deep-
il was one of nature’s
| gentlemen, be 1t said to his honor, He
[u'{mld have helped an old

| up the tattered shawl of an organ-
- gripder's wife as readily as the em-
broidered tandkerchief of a Flora

MeFlimsey, but it is only natural to
b inh*rt*!-illml in the tears that obscure
china-blue eyes and the words that
| flow from lips that are lige 1 cleft
th'l:'lrir{i!'i‘lnﬁ searcely '_t:ﬂHHi.’rrlt':“ sail he,
“that Miss Carrol would give you a
counterfeit coin. It must he & mis-
take.” s re

“Tt may be,” said Amy simply. ' But
I know that [ bave heen turnrz-‘rl ou!
of my place; an if she knew— =

“Will you o with me to her house ?.

“If you think it will do any good,

Sn they went together.

Uncle Leopold was in his study, and
Nina was copying out some paper ot
other for him when the two visitors
were shown in. Nina rose to her feet,
coloring hot carmine. She knew th?|
sweet face of the shopgirl at “mlﬂ._
and something told her that her se-

.ret was revealed.

{rf"iina” said her crand-uncle, turn-
inpr‘ sharply around, with a hmnp‘
frown darkening Iis brow, as “.‘:Lm}
Charnock told her simple story, "is it
ml-aqiinlg ihat you could be so devoid
Iﬂf.;lriﬂ"ip[[' as to use that coin after
[ had plainly told you it was a coun-

4 g

LE-I::-‘E[ did not know, 1 _t._hnu;;ht per-
A LS— stammered poor Nina. 5
LE:'{'nu see the mischief yov have done,” |

i ted Mr. Carrol. “Let it”}m a
Mtasrepte 3 [ must see this raxley

This poor girl must ];:::

insiated in her place without {]{-‘.‘l:IF'I‘
n'I'I?td }nust { send back the fan ?
rris.;dnl'iina, bursting into tears of mor-

li”'Ed I][idﬂ* 1 1d Mr FﬂrtE5~'“pr i‘n-I
“Pardon me, EE-ELE!t me nave the

1N e. :

;?ggus;g%fﬂ:ﬂrttling this little account
: ® e

for Miss Carrol.  Taoild hr;.:szluﬂl}‘-
. " but we are no beggars.

o neither to send

nor to allow others to

fellow at once.

r.
o to fall back upon|
And e ha.ltlrllall‘:r!i!:{;mckat handkerchief|
the linen cam - " @ o had embroidered

BE . am. :

her friend s‘nl:l]nm}n;ad let the coin
d in the h;ttarn;!:ngf
after the weddlDg,
1 the wﬂ:]:t Mr. Fortescue had
bimself to Newton &

istant.
Taxley’s pretty 88 another. And
So one “ddmt‘m God for the
nC that had bestowed

fishwoman
' arross the Strand, or stopped 10 pick

that he

self,

Early
pointed
jrresence

fure, we

only an

From

| .1"fp o
wine,

anol her
takers.

him ?
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Perhaps the most foolhardy feat om |
record was fhat of a. French cabinet | g7 TH. CHRONICLE PRINTING HOUSE, CARAFRAXA STREE?
maker named Paul Parmentier, who,
while drinking in a wine shop in the piois
th:e Keller, in Paris, a short time ago
& : . » Curaxtciye will be sen

ered to ]E,}" a wager of five francs Sl]ﬂsnﬂlﬂm" lf!.h CumoxicrLe will be sent to any

floor window

Ireating the

comrades accepted the bet, but were
h”l‘l‘lflﬂl W h:'l]: I'aruw_n!ivl‘ t'u-~ht-¢5 iII— ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂls-'lﬂ }_ult".'l.nwl.f!l:l! advertisements B cems pes
to the road, and, climbing up

performed by a Vienna shoemaker not
long ago.
fromm a given calf to manufacture a
|air or hoots within twenty-four hours sy e
of the animal's death,

of =ignor Gravagni, a Milanese pianist, !
who made a bet that he would play for |
twenty-five consecutive

refreshment, He waon
for he went straizht on without tak-
ing the stipulated period of rest, Start- o aal
inr at eleven at might, he kept on un- |
til midnight of the folluwing day play-
ing wor
ballet music, and grand opera,

friend, who poured _
tea anl eges, beaten up with
A jury of eight musicians took on the face of the globe. BSay, rather,
it in turns to watch the performance. Jpe was twice so. First, as a centre
So far fromm beinz exhausted
enl of these extraordinary proceedings, - _ _
Signar Gravagni offered to make a fur- Saracenic I'Ul*f- when the city of Cor-
ther bt that he would keep om for dova had a mile of gas lit streets and
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himse!f into th: st reet, He was pick-| """ D e ™ TP
ed up with his left lez broken and seri-
ousiy injured internally.

A short time azo the circus at Bol-
ton, England, was the scene of an ex-
citing incident, a local
ed Settle, having undertaken to shave - :
a man in the hon's den. The event duly ) e A
came off, The buildinz was crowded | THE JOB : :

Lo excess, and the barber, attired in
all his vomsorial habiliments, complet-

cordingly Transient notices—* Lost,” ** Found,”
““ For Sale,” etc, — 50 cents for first insertion, 3§ cents
[or each sul=eguent 1n=erion.
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barber, nam-
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- e g n e 1g completely stocked with
DEPARTITIENT |, Niw TYPE, thus af.

fording facilities for turning out First-class

ed the task amid 1 he most profound ex- work.
citement. ———
Another extraordinary feat was that ¢
W. IRWIN,

W A R EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR.
This individual undertook

in he morning of the ap-|rmy .
day tn,. calfl was gkillfmihiu tllml .i.he ChPOHlClB

of numerous witnesses. The

-' o
shin was at the tanmery shortly .'ift-ﬁ(JOntaalns . .

erwards;
turned over to the spirited shoemaker
that very evening, and next morning it
apeared in the
boots, which were worn by the man |
who owned the cali the day before.
Reverting to feats of a different na-

itowas properly tanned, and h _
Fach week an epitome of th

shape of a pair of world’s news, articles on the

household and farm, and

may mention the performance ! serials by the most pnpul;r

authors.

hours, with [ts Leeal News is Complete’
interval of half an hour for |

triumphantly, | and market reports accurate,
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TVWICE A GREAT NATION.

ks by Wagner, comic operi,

.*-|Hl.1'.1 Bose From Her First Setback bur
Iooks Bad at Present.

Spain was once the greatest nation

time to time he was fed by a
down his throat

at the

of learnng and science wunder the

«ix hours. b ere were no jountains of quicksilver played in the
el B o o - palace yard of the caliph. Second, when
she was the greatest military power
in Europe. But Spain could not stand
{he march of modern invention. She
has steadily shrunk and shrivelied and
became of lost her possessions until now all she
has left worth speaking of is Cuba.

o — i A — e

ALL. ON WIND,

whatever

On, he’s here yet. Buildin® up quite The I’hilippines are imsignifcant pos-
a rerutation on wind,

SPERIINS.

Ouiclassed.—The Rejected One—1
have a rival, then ? The “il‘l—ﬂﬂl‘{”j’
| heve promised Lo marry him.

that ?

ani now he's working on a
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Adopted by

1., J. McKeehnie.
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We beg to inform our customers
and the public generally that we
have adopted the Cash System,
which means Cash or its Equiv
alent, and that our motto will be
“ Large Sales and Small Profits.”

We take this opportunity of
thanking our customers for past
patronage, and we are convinced
that the new system will merit a
continuance of the same.




