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THE FARMER. “

“MW
¢ROWING POTATOES FOR SEED.

There ought to be a business by it-
self in growing potatoes to be used for |
sced. The success of the crop always .
depends very largely on the seed plant- |
ed. Its care after harvesting -.-m;i:ut;:i
not to be such as average farmers give
to their potato crops.  For preparing
the very best seed, the potatoes need
to be exposed to a degree ol sunlight
that will entirely speil them for mar-
ket or for cooking. Still more is it
necessary that the potatoes he well |
grown :u.-n:i ripened while the foliage
ls untouched by the potalo beetle or
its larva, and uninjured by the fungus,
which canses blight and potato rot. In
how small a proportion of all the pota-
toes grown do these conditions prevail?
And the worsi of it is that after t he
potatoes are harvested it is well nigh |
linpossible to select from the hin the
potatoes that are sure to produce
sirong, vigorous hilis if cut _isml -
planted as seed. A well-shaped, smooth
potato may have been the only one fit |
tor market that the hill whirh grew
it produced. It may have had its foll-
age tadly eaten by potato larva or be
permaturely ripened when it's vine
blighted. [n some seasons, and last
vear was one of them, very few pota- |
ltr_w:- came to maturity without injury Ii
of some sort. The quality of pﬂiutm_-:-l']'
for vooking has leen very poor this |

|
l

D — —

vear. and for seed it is probably much |
worse. The fact
rough and scabby, and is “waxy
er than mealy when cooked, 18 pre- |
gumptive evidence that it _snffurmll
either from blight, or its foliage was |
ininred by the potato larva. Only |
with healthy and whole foliage can |
potatoes be grown that wiil be fit for |
roras There ara always some hills
ihit are considerably injured by the
potato beetle, These the grower of
potatoes for seed will throw oul by
themselves when he is harvesiing the
Han Potatoes thus grown will na-
turally cost more than those taken
from crops grown and barvested t he
psual way. It is not necessary lor
seed potatoes that the tubers should |
be large. 1f well ripened, medinm and
even sauill potatoes are as good as any,
though in planting small tubers it 18
best Lo cut out all the eyes, except the |
sironevest one, nand then plant the
whole potato. It will produce strong-
er stalks than if more than one bud is
allowed lo grow. Much of the ad- |
mitted advantage from planting new |
seedling potatoes comes from the fact |
that the interest of the eriginator im- |
pels him to give exlra care 1o the
growing of seed, and so long as he can
sll it at much above usual potato
price. he is pretty sare to maintain
the origin:l vigor which every Hi'l-‘l!—‘
ling potato starts out with. It is |
enlv when the new variety gets into
the hinds of those who are careless
aboul growing potatoes that the po- |
tate begins to “run out,” as it 18 com-
moniy called. Fven the most prolific i
varieties, alter eight or tem years, he- |
come joor yvielders, and are extremely |
llible to become affected by blight. |
And yet we huve known farmers who
by eareful selection and care of seed
ot 1 toes were able to keep the old-fash-
L-n."rl Early Rose as a good profitable
Ihhl.ut.n L0 ETOow, and lhul. withnul- I'é-
newing this variety from seed, as has
often been done since. Most of the
F-’I I‘H H{ =t ELO WY '-fﬂli are nf 1-_{1[“[|.;11-a-.

tively recent origin.

that a potato 1is |
" rath-

Emm —— |

MELON-CULTURE. |
The hest
& harnvard manure

well rotied :|n-ti_

disintegrated ; fresh manure, l‘ﬁ]l!‘l‘i:l“}' :
in dry seasons, is not nearly so effec- |

f1ve, If a manure 18 SCATCe, UsSe Ccom-
mercial fariilizers: a good mixture is

&Kl b, nitrate of soda, 1,000 1b. super- |

phosphate, acid phosphate, and 200 1b.
muriite of potash, making one ton;
use 0 to B0 lb. per acre. Water-
melons thrive best on sandy soil.  If
manure is to be used, plough
harrow ;

g:l‘-.ruuq’;, rows to be f-'tg'ht fee apart.

thoroughly

'be manure can be applied. two shovel-
fuls. or more if it can be spread, at
each intersection, in either of two. ways
—by spading or forking it in. or by
digging holes, placing the manure

therein snd covering the soil; we pre- |

fer the latter plan. though it takes
rather more time, In the case of com-
merciil fertilizers, after ploughing and

once harrowing to level the soil. broad-
cast the mixture, then finish harrow-
ing thoroughly. If the soil is very
sandy. nitrate of soda being so soluble,
it might be advisable to omit it from
the mixture to be harrowed in, ap-
plying it afterwards broadcast when
the plants are up. A further stimu-
lus muy be given by scattering a little
of the mixture two feet around the
lants when above ground and work-
it into the soil with a steel rake or
manure-fork ; this would be of advant-
uige to the plants even when manure
is used.

Three strong planis in a hill #re suf-
ficient, but it is best to plant twice
or even thrice that number of seeds,
in case of accident, and to allow of a
good selection. As to cultivation, stir
the soil lightly with the cultivator as
frequently as possible, keeping it up
uniil the growth of the vines prevent
#. Pineh off the ends of the vines
when two feet or so in length, as it en-
courages branching, pinching the
terminnls when the fruit is well set
~ill hasten maturity. If some early
melons are desired, plant seeds on in-

' be as near the house as possible, for il

| eive much of their attention.

‘and thorough

| extra labor.

' of the hand-weeders and cultivators,
greater planting can be crowded into
' the sime space,
farm garden I would plant none of the
rows less than eighteen inches apart,

horse and cultivator to do the biggest

' reduce hand labor to a minimum.

' main trunk or
grew. If a long stub is left the wound

' subject to the attack of disease germs,
' which, when they have once gained en-

tend through the whole tree.

 “leading-in"

'over to
| keep .out germs while the healing pro-

| with
'only prevents germs from enfering the |

' brought to =&

fertilizer for watermelons |

and |
eross-mark the

FE—
- e ——— e —————
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will eover nearly four weeks €0 that
it can be easily calculated when to
start. Do not water seeds in hot-bed

gntil the plants appear.

—

THE FARMER'S GARDEN.

The best bit of land on the farm is
none too good for this purpose, put for
the convenience of the family it should

it is close under the eye of the house-
wife, things will be utilized just as fast

as they come to maturity, which would
often be missed until over-ripe if the

garden was located far away and- the
bringing of the product to the house
depended eniirely upon the men folks,
who too often think the kitchen gar-
den of too little importance to re-

Deep ploughing, liberal manuring,
pulverization are the
next essentiils to success, and if after
the garden has been most thoroughly
harrowed, it can be brushed over, and
even be to the expense of hard rak-
in g results will more than pay for this
Plan to have the Tows
run lengthways of the plot, and far
enough apart to admit the use of horse
and narrow cultivator, even among t he
finer growing plants, or if one prefers
to plant a little closer and use some

but for the general

and some would need to be more than
twice this distance, and expect the

share of the work, of culture, and so

PRUNING,
In pruning trees the bpranches re-
moved should be sawed off close to the
limb on which they

will not heal over, but remain open

trance, are sure sooner or later to pro-
duce "Black Heart,” which may ex-

In cutting back small branches or
the cut should be made
just above a good strong bud so t]gu,t
no stub is left to die back and invite

'disense. |

All large wounds should be painted
prevent ‘‘checking,” and lo

cess is  going on. When smaller

live alliance with her,

- B

1';' apd 8,400 guns! If"-*@hﬂ course n!'

events should ever bring it to pass
that France forgets her old grudge

ffen-
inst Germany, and makes an 0
. what a tremen- |

dous army would be ready within mgi
bilization time after the declaration
war ! . g
Whatever the outcome of Great ].3!'1
tain's efforts to obtain an ally, 1t e
not, be hoped that Russid wil lmhani;*
thing but an enemy of hers. To t lerF
alition against Great Britain, therelom,
would be added the army, of the Czal,
numbering 1,116,824 men, with a‘;:la-;]
"L';]-‘F Iﬂrli.'l"l Uf lﬁﬂrﬂ‘ml ﬂmung who
would be the fierce.

COSSACKsS OF THE DON,
and an artillery force with 2,672 guns
at its command.

Austria would be a :qighlj' ally, for
her fighting strength 1s ﬂﬁj—’.ﬂﬂﬂ_mﬂﬂr
and she can supplement 1.1113 with a
cavalry force nuwmbering 163,000 hurﬂﬂlﬁf.
and an artillery with 1572 guns.
Turkey came 1nto the general EﬂlimlE
mage she would add to the toiﬂ-‘ 0
fighting men an army of 180,000 mn&-:
batants, with a caviry force of 304
men, and 696 guns, Not by any means
a force to be despised, for most of
Turkey's soldiers are veterans of one
WAar, e 1
These figures are appalling when it
‘s considered that they represent men
under arms, trained in the use if m_ud-
ern weapons, which are the deadliest
used in any war since the world hegan, |
and; men who are thoroughly educated
in the ari bf war, with nothing left un-
done that thoughtful trainers can sug-
gest to harden their physique and make
perfect the fighting qualities of the
troops. But whal becomes of the sug-
gestion of even these millions fight-
ing, when 1t 1s r-eeunemtnu=.5*nd that they
comprise merely the active armies o
the countries referred tof _

In war times the number of fight-
ers that each nation would put into
the field would multiply in some 1n-
stances by two the forces quoted above.
Thus, a million men would have to he
added to Germany's army if

THE FIRST RESERVE

i

If ihe second reserve 18 to he im-.]ufl-[
ad. it will be necessary Lo add nearly i
a million more. If the grand tUHlt"‘-‘fi
fighting men capable of being put in-|
to the field when the entire resources
of Gezmany are drawn upon be added
together, it will swell the German uar-
oy to 5,098,180 men. All { he other na-
tions would be able to send to hattle
vastly augmented forces, should the
reserves be called upon, so that where
in past wars armies of 70,000, RO.00G or
100,000 men were considered a large
and powerful force, in a modern fight |

branches have been removed or cuat
back, it is well to spray the whole tree
Bordeaux mixture, which not

wounds, but also checks their growth

'on other parts of the trees,

s mme

SEOOKD DELUGE OF BLOOD

THIS SUGGESTION PROMPTED IN
CASE OF A WORLD S WAR.

—

The Sstanding Avimies of the Avmed Mations
—Kingdoms Would Topple Over, Vast
Clttes Be in Kuins, and the World's Map
Be Changed,

The war with Spain and the United
States mav be short, and peace may
reign again in a few weeks., It may be
prolonged, and in the latter event the

' nations that are at this time neutral

will find their interests more or less
nterfered with., It will e to Great
Britain's interesis to see the war

sudden close, [or war

means a stoppage of commercial rela-

tions with ome ol her besi cusiomers. | j{4]y has a fairly good navy, and Bri-|

Should great Britain undertake to in-
terfere in the fight between the 1init-
ad States and Spain it will
slight provocation for her watchful
enemy, Russia, to take advantage of
the fact that the attention of English-
' men is temporarily distracted from the

regquire

o —

that will set a matech to the train of
gunpowder laid to the magazine in
the Orient.

I'nder such cipewmstances it will be
]in keeping with the present indica-
tions for Japan to join forces with
%{.'Fr;-uL Britain, and for Germany, Aus-
!trin and Ialy to be foreed into
l ONE GIGANTIC WAR

"that will change the map and perhaps

' sweep awany kingdoms.

| Armed FEurope is a tremendous
lzzmight. at present. Germany’s stupend-
| ous army of 1946380 men, officered by
22 672 men, with a cavalry of over 100,-
000 horsemen and an artillery compris-
ing 2,964 guns, would be a_tremendous
aggregation of fighters for Great Bri-
tain to face, with her little force of
215,281 soldiers, 4 918 officers, 29,812 cav-
alrymen and 720 guns. All the men
ireat Britain would have to help her
through an alliance with Japan would
he 56,287 infaniry and 5760 cavaelry-
men.
 have proved their prowess as have their
British friends, but the odds would be
tremendous, and individual courage
does not count for much where men
are pitted at a distance of two miles
by a marksman with a magazine rifle.
- What frightful scenes would result
from a general war such as that sug-
gested, should France joim forces with

Eastern situation to commit some act  with modern boats. Japan has a fine |

The Japs are bhorn I’ight&rﬂ.undll

(Germany's millions and swell her fight-
ing strength by puiting over 2,000,000 | what he said when he was courtin’ her.

between great nations such an army
would not be considered more than a
\mn:n!l section of the foree required to
do battle on a scale that promised sue-
i CEHs,

' With millions of men against. her,
| Great Britain has shown that she does
| not consider her strengih puny. She
boasts of her * splendid isolation,” and
talks confidently of her ability to cope
' with armies numbering millions by the
| simple process of boitling them up in
' their own fortified harbors and com-
' pelling them to stay there until they
'{ire of the imprisonment and sue for
peace. With her vast navy Britain feels
‘absolutely confident that she can set-
{le Germany in i very short time, Ger-

many's limited seaboard would make
the investment of her coast towns, say
the Britishers, a matter of the greatest
' ease, and then, says John Bull, what
would he the use of her millions of
trained men ? There is truth in the ar-
gument when

of the German and British navy 1s con-
' sidered, for Britain’s navy possesses no
less than 989 ships of war of all classes
and sizes., while Germany posseses on-
1y 334. It would be a different story
should Franee join Germany, for in
that event she would bring her navy

tain, should she find an ally in this
nation, wonld seouse the help of 330
'warships of all kinds, but in Russia
she would have another formidable en-
emy, with a navy of 467 ships. Turkey

other, but they are not very formid-
able eraft, and would not make a very
serious impression in a npaval fight

little navy of 217 shipg of all classes,
and wonld do effective work in the
Orient, but she would scarcely be an
‘ally upon whom England could count
to balance the force on her side with
that of a combifnation of continental
Powers.

But it is the awiunl carnage that
would result from such a combination

e —

| men stop appalled at the very thought
of general international war, like that
which has been so ealmly discussed
'many times recently. Tt would be a
world at war Not a few thousand
fighting men pitted against each other
but the flower of the manhood of na-
tions taking opposing sides, every man
capable of bearing arms being impress-
'ed into the fight for home and father-
land ;: a deluge of blood as there was
once a deluge of water, that would
threaten the =ame dire results of the
world. The peace-at-any-price party
mav he excused for their utterances
when such a result is contemplated as
that which would ensue from a gen-
eral conflict of the nations.

e

Between you and me, said Twynn to
Triplett, I don't like piano music at
all, but I am quite wﬂling for my wife
to play because her mouth is kept clos-
ed whib she is playing.

You are better off tham I am, re-

plied Triplett. My wife si and
| plays at the same time. g

| " UNREASONABLE:-
Jobbs, what's the trouble between
you and Mrs. Jobbst -

O, she makes me tired. [The idea of
fany. woman tryin’' to hold a man to

verted sod in hotbed ; the hotpbed stage | men iato the field, with 112,000 caval- | She ought to have more sense.

-

&

cess in life, and surely nowhere is it
peeded more tham in our floors upon
which carpets rest for

W

they so often need.

emy known for this part of our house-

f | it must mot be wet through. Dry with

| brushed off the grease spot

A ) i . ' moving all grease and
' of 678 ships to join those of Germany. |

pr—— -

The Home

HINTS FOR CLEANING CARPETS.
A good foundation is half of the suc-

months and

thorough cleaning
Commence with

the floor by preparing for the carpet

before the latter is down.
The Buffalo moth is the worst en-

vears without the

hold belongings, but keep him away by
scrubbing the bare floor with warm
water and turpentine, half a pint of
the laiter in each pail of water. Anoth-
er good cleansing mixture that is war-
ranted to frighten all kinds of insects
away is one and one-half pintg of soft
soap, the same of lime, and two pints
of sand with plenty of warm water,
Do not sprinkle tea leaves over d
carpet, but once a month use cornmeal,

 allowed to circulats

which revives the coiors and effectual-
ly lays the dust. In sweeping dip the
broom in water, shake it well and then
sweep, bul the broom must be clean or

| & muddy appearance is Lhe result,

i

If the carpet looks faded, sprinkle it

with damp bran and brush with a stiff
broom, then wet a piece ol filanpe! in
strong salt water und go over the car-

et doing a small piece at a tune, as
a second cloth. Ammonia and Wwarm
water is applied in the same Way if
the rolors are fast. :

Verv dirly spots in carpel
be washed out with a scrubbing brush

H'['ntil.l][-ll

and warm water strong with ox gall:

in fact, the
| he -added to the mumber given above. |

latter is mnearly pure,

Grease spols will disappear under eq-
pal parts of magnesia and Fullers
earth, mixed to a paste with boiling
water. This is put on warm and left
for twenty-four hours, and when it is
is athing
of the past. Raw starch and water 1
another remedy for greasy spots and
various sfains, repeating the coat of
paste several times Il necessary.

IT oil is ﬁ,rli”f'fi on & L'.'l['[!rl.*t, al once
apply toiling water or heavy hrown
wrapping paper, and press it with a
very warm iron. Fresh ink may be re-
moved by using the blotting paper al
once. Take up as much of the ink as
possible with aspoon,says an excellent
housewife, and then pour cold sweet

1. A i - :
__m of the hﬂl‘mlenr. nmmﬂ H.t,";

know how to feed it

. Provep; .
cat has nine lives byt j vertiyy

IS of ht to
able that a pet kitten hos ant:; : mrlhho;':“; -~ i
fI‘H“ .hﬂ!d upamn "'1-'\.]!‘-1'1-]1{!,[4 \ . WI that he W
child is beset Wl much 50 i

With mope ill
to the lot of kKittenhood
Too much cream ap,
kill many kittens, W,
['ﬂl] Erovwn IH."LIEI' l jl1|.' it mw '
and then give meat apd i oty
\0d figh ,
ally and offer vegetahle f-ud‘
Some cal owners think Lhat llt .
of cat appetite which ..rl...“lu‘_!
tato or an ear of "--Ptil -
"Willie,” in one of Mig
stories, whose mistress ;_'l',; g
of winter squash fog iy
had but the ordinary Cat's iou
vegetable food in some 1;.:,:'*‘*

E'[h_‘i

" J "{l‘I.-I:LI
can't really ©
';"Tw strike you fo1

\'s
Judge— You must

aptions! 1 won®

{e the time of Lhe co
~But, .jlt"dl_.';r, Yo L.n.
go lawyel ter do 1l
”il-'l-—-Hﬂ [JJ'UHII.HH"!I 1D
of hair, hut he hasn

_hat's the way W

jilie _all promise and

forers

s —

W ELL-MADE BELR
Few things are more Salighe
than a sweet, [resh we
begin with, ever,
en off and laid separan
and a sitrong current of

I lw s the young kin
his studies ? ipguired o
-i;unia.h cabipel Wel
r. he doesn L seell ¥
1.11:11 trouble with ged

~IAade s
LIk hL.,uE;.'_IFI
vV OVerad
RIT shonl
'-'.!:-:‘FL the »

I“"J.l. ||:‘_1'_ e i

ot are you erying

h._].u-—-“‘illu-"ri broke hi
- him all i he ;FH#]-.-.
rd. Wh) don L you
» Boo-hoo—1— | can’t

Then the
and from end 1o end. as this ltrln
being worn more evenly. und ity

sink in the middle X

ma bl ress

I
W litch ST

| looks of anvy bed. howes o1 :|'isl.. ; LI ol hf't'ﬁl luck, ol
{'H'lu.'i‘ll". E The sheets should _5 he gareistIc citizen I
amply large, and, in making s ks . ngwere M
excellent plan is 1o place -l‘,,r '”"'."m:.]:.:r rr:;:-unr ir
lengthwise across | In this wy s t he westher
is u double advaniage—less weisk what = . F
the shoulders nd plenty of L‘ s 0 Im.l] -

la firm tocking up. A restles E Ry W0 W% VS
might be prevented from tukingg young busband o &

milk on the spot and dip it up with|

the snoon until the milk is barely ting-
ed with ink. Then wash in cold water
and wine as dry as possible,

In place of sweeping an invalid's
room, tryv rubbing a slightly damp
cloth over the carpet to gather up the
dust and brighten it. If yvou wish to
patch an old earpet, cut a plece to it
over the hole, matching the figure,
paste it down with flour pasie and
iron well with a hot flatiron. When
whitewash has injured vour carpet try
a few drops of carbonate of ammonia

"in warm water, on the spots.

It is said that fleas can be kepl oul
of carpets by sprinkling oil of worm-
wood around the edges. The carpet
moih haunts the edges and housewiv-
es ofien lay a cloth wrung outi of hot

- waler on | e {'H_l":l_l_‘t. edges and iron un-
THE COMPARATIVE SIZE i:‘gﬂﬂr‘?- thus killing the moth and its

This will apswer for an ingrain
carpet, but the thicker varieties must
be loosened and the edges turned hack,
as the steaming and ironing will have
to he done on the inner side.

If a carpet has to be washed, after
beating it well on hoth sides and re-
extra dirty
spois as previously described, apply
with a clean brush, a mixture of half
pound of soap bolled in a gallon of
waler until dissolved, and then add to
it two omnces of salts of tartar, UUse
this hot, covering not over a yard at

: _ 'a time, and dry with a coarse towel
has 211 warships of one kind, and an- |

=

of forces as tnat suggested that makes

4l’lii._i;ihr-s‘t. proof kerosene

| er,

before using more of the liquid. A
carpet may be washed on the floor if
two persons work at it and care is
taken to prevent its being wet too
long. :

A great deal of what is termed "el-
bow grease’ ig necessary in all clean-

ing, but the results amply repay one
' when the work is thoroughly done, |
All directions for cleansing and re-|

novating carpets may also be applied
to rugs, but do not shak%e the

latter |

as this loosens the edges. Hang them

on a line and beat with a ratian, efte.,

then lay them on a flat surface and’

swee|) hpL‘h sides with a clean broom
dipped in water and ammonia. The
15 sometimes
used for this .purpose, but we think
salt
er far belter. _

Straw mattings take the place of car-
pels and should be included in this ar-
ticle especially as the increasing use
if large rugs is also bringing more
matting into play for summer use, lay-
ing a rug over them for colder weath-
A matting should be washed with
salt and water and wiped dry at once
with a coarse flannel cloth, If the mat-
ting is a dirty white, wagh it all over
with a weak solution of soda, which

will turn it a creamy shade. Never
serub a matting,

{ THETR WIVES' ACCOMPLISHMENTS |, in, warm soapsuds, sha

1

After each weekly sweeping dip vour
it well
and hang it up fo dry. This cleaning
and the fact that it is kept hanging
when not in use, will make it last t wice
a8 long as it would with careless
treatment,

When carpets are to be laid away
for the summer they should be beat-
en, cleansed, r wet with turpen-
tine lald in the folds, and after the
carpet is rolled up, cover it with tar-

red paper or pew it wup im burl
or heavy ticking. i

# p= s s S8

_ FEEDING CATS,
A good many people who make a pet

and water or ammonia and wat-|

' Look them up for me, 880

wife. Never mind,
latter, whose hous: ked
is pil. Never mind ;
rhouse slenk.

sley—You look as

had =
_.i hoj= not Y o1
! Becagse if 1 did

't recollect a Liang
of & time 1 had

wt was vour first t

if blunkets were

- —— e L 5 ma-

THE HUMAN COST OF Wik

AWINIul Lo's of Life =inee the Rk Lime

f Javisi.

l_r':j' Hi

Do thrse persons who urge wit

papers that elamor [or GOsSULes e

stop to think of the cost ol bumg

involved 1n a wal € Weel | i. as she seated herse

The civil war « ALl Mter you realized Tl
this number 98,08 were sliin b4 your foot ? He replie
The vast army ' s this is a line Iix ©

s ' F I +|| |
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the remaining 200 W : g
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and rifle shots B the young man who |
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