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SOMETHING ABOUT THE WRETCHED

ARMY OF SPAIN.

Engiish Military Critie says Nelther O
cers Nor Privates Understand the Rudi-
ments of War— Even Physleally Bad.

Commenting upon a Spanish writer's
pellections om the wur in Cuba, in
which be had attempted to show that
wiant of cavalry, together with the
superior knowledge of the country
posseased by the rebels, was the cause
of the failure of the Bpanish troops,
an English military eritie, in the

I'mited Service Magazine, taking ex-

ceplion to the statements and the con-

clusioms, declares that the real reason

I simply thit the Spanish army, cav-

elry, infantry, artillery, engineers—

all branchea of the service alike—have
bhad no schooling in their trade. From
brigande general to private, not a man
has grasped the rudiments or require-
ments of war.  For the troops, there

I8 no drill, no practice in gunnery,

or swordsmanship, or gymnastics or

&ny branch of military retinue. Even

physically theyv are the wretchedest

of beings. wiry enough but undevelop-
ed, since nothing is done to diet,

ETRENGTHEN OR IMPROVE THEM.

The people, so fatally conservative
o thix. colour of tradition do not ap-
preciite that since the devil-may-care
campalgns of the Netherlands, war has
been reduced to rule. If there be oc-
casion when sheer dash, unbacked by
calculation comes in, they may be
magnificent. A Spaniard is romantio
to the core, aglft not altogether ad-
mwirnble In these days. The very tap
of the drum sets all his martial blood
afire. and in picturing an ancestor
storming a breach with the Spanish
flagg in ome hand and a sword in the

's feverish delight at Copenhagen!
.—Thnlm of fighting atclose quarters
the inspiring m
?lm hattery. \g’ith what noble ;
did Charles of Sweden burrow into
1 Russia’s vitals with a few calm squad-
rons of unyielding horsemen ?
| “It is cowardice or coldness that are
exceptions in the army, and the fire
and savagery of onset, what they mis-
take for coldness in us northerners is
the fine restraint of previous military
education, the leash that holds the

bleodhounds. slipped at will, and

OFTEN SLIPPED TOO SOON.
“So as I should be the last to deny
the bravery of the Spanish army as a
whole, T at once assent. 'Yes, 1t 1s
brave—as ninety-nine per cent, of uni-

usic of a hundred- |

formed armies are brave—what then?
Bravery and a small appetite are not
stakes high enough to win with
cn the board of military action, much
less, let that calm supplant the sold-
ier’s schooling. Courage we all have,

different but still
courage ; and it is for want of our
seeming base minutiae of war, the
marksmanship that hits, the steps that
charge, and march, and advance and
retire ; the arts that help to win a bat-
tle, as seamanship helpsto propel a
vessel, that one of all brave mnations
is falling swiftly from a high estate.

“The lesson of three centuries ago 1s
not, the lesson of to-day. It 18 no use
to pose upon a crumbling pedestal and
scoff at Time, who takes us by the fore-
lock, rather than we, him; with him we
must go, his word we must obey, or by
his eertain vengeance we shall cease
to learn and prematurely to live.”
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INDIAN MAGIC.

bt Ex @ 71en Beyond the Power of the Wisest
to Explain I,

One need not go to the realms of

gpace, or time, or figures, to meet with

the incomprehensible, Despite modern

science and ingenuity. this word still

remaing the only applicable epithet for

if we are put to firht, courage under }

some of the achievements of Indian con- ]

other. he forgets how dismally modern |
and prosaic is the hum of that unseem |
enemy, a rifle buallet, sighted, aimed
end fired five hundred vards AWay.
Thy writer adds that he has talked |
with Spaniards of all grades and pro-
vinces, and two qualities alone have
they advanced in favor of the Span- |

ish soldier—his ability to go without |
food for a long time. and his bravery.
A gentlemsn. speakine to me at table
hits a serap of salad on his fork and
giys ““This i= why our army is better,
In ome resvect at least. than YOUIrs or |

the German. Your mem require to lliff
fedd solidly, and often ours will last |

'awe—for the marvels of the magic lam-

| thumder; the weird barmony of Mem-

jurers. We can smile at the luminous

tern are familiar to us; the early ex-
istemce of gunpowder gives an easy ex-
planation of the coracle’s lightning and

non was merely the result of an ingen- |
wous mechanical contrivance.

But shrewd travelers of later date,
whose veracity is beyomd dispute tell
of much more imexplicable things than
these. Ome of the best known writers
oun occultism Jacolliot, has left an ac-

DINNER GOWN,

and has a pointed helt,

A simple dinner gown, made with low
waist and ashort sleeves,
severe in design, 8 1
: pretty and effective. The skirt is made
appearamce of the beautiful face before | [ it} tha attarhed flounce. tat is fa<h-
which as the revelation of Osiris, IEEii{mﬂl with rather an unusually shoct

old Egyptians prostirated themselves in | 8pron.

but none

is somewhat
the less

The body of the waist is full,

e e e e ————— e ———— e e e S |

It is finished

around the ghoulders with a soft

ruche of chiffon. and at the left th*l
is a chiffon lae bow, The sleeves are

small puffs with tied-in loops of rib-

hon.
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emd fight
FOR DAYS ON THIS."

“But if our troops require more
food than the Spanish. our commis-
sirial is proportionately equipped to
meet the additional demand, our pre-
Bupuestos are proportionately heav-
r. Our regiment is more liberal, costs
more, and we can afford to pay more,
otherwise 1 should admit a value in
the argument.”

It makes one sad, continues the Eng-
lish writer, to see the quality of the
expeditdomns pucked off in  heartless
shonls to Cuba—boys, to look at, who
hive never scen or heard a rifle till
this moment and now are almost ignor-
ant at which end it fires. And if the
troops are inefficient the officers are
worse. In the first place, the mili
tary profession docs not stand high
which is in itself, a bar to efficiency.
By smething more than a coincidence
the best officers are those who are
#ociilly thought most of by their coun-
trvmen. as in England, Germany and
Austria. In Spain, the army ap-
proaches being held in social contempt.
which is in no way counterbalanced
by the reiteration. before every offi-
cer's name, of “Birzarro,” and other
fatuous epithets of the press.
army and the church in faet, are the
two professions noman chooses if he
his the moeney or the brains to choose
anything else. and a gir! who threat-
ens to becogne an old maid, is told in
Jest that she will have to marry an
officer, which illustrates the national
bivs. The Spanish officers cheapen
themselves. They are never out of
aniform with & sword tinkling at
their side. They carry a sword and
spurs about with thein everywhere, to
charch inecluded. Their assumption
trunscends belief, vet it is admitted
throughout the Peninsula that their
preparations and qualifications

ARE PRACTICALLY NIL.

A proposal has even been approved
th_'lt the bachelors in arts shall be ad-
mitted without further examination,
B8 second lieutenants. To
latter rank are promoted hosts of ser-
geants a practice ultimately subver-
sive of diseipline if carried, as here, to
erxcess. But sheer want of instruc-
tion, hookwork, backed up by range-
firing tactics, military surveying, map
drawing. sham fights and so forth, is
the glaring and primary defect, and
during the Cuban rebellion three gen-
erals have fallen into trouble., not
from lack of courage, but from lack of
knowledge. Precisely the same in-
competence prevails in the navy. Thus,
in a word, neither officers nor men
pussesa the elements of technical war-
fare and all is left tu courage.

“Spaniards or Italians are given to
imagine that the fine frenzy of a des-
periate exploit is limited to their
wirm-blooded selves. They underrate
our dormunt capabilities of passion.
They have not heard of the Scotchman
at Majuba, whe, with half his face
blown away. groped fora rifle to have
one more shot at the victorious Boers.
They could never bring themselves to
associate our reputedly frigid temper
with the flaming hercism of Chard,
and the H:iﬁd E;‘uni:;.;u who fell at
Lalng's . et, if ardor is bravery,
noi amly Italy, or Spain or Greece, but

ko

| the mold.
l'di::;'tan-.-e the fakir made a gesture with

pervade the room,
‘quivered and gradually
'ward on the sticks., Jacolliot placed

'himself between the flower pots and
' the operator, placed the sticks in the
flooring, and adopted every means he
‘could imagine to frustrate any trick-
ery, but nothing he did made any dif-
ference to the movement of the leaves.
| The more familiar feat of the seem- |
!ingly supernatural growth of flowers
iwas utterly eclipsad

The |

'score or 80 of seeds, from wihich he sel-

'planted it in a pot of earth muttered
| some words over it, and fell into a sort
lof trance.
‘minutes, dle
 the pot and discovered a seedling two
or three inches high.
ined it and foumd it had sprung from tridges

count of certain ihings he saw during
| his official sojourn in India. which, as
| they seem to defy explamation. may

shutting up a thief in an
| lod starve Lo death.
Once a beggar in Kabul asked alms

THE JOLLY AMEER.

e

Abilmrrahman, of Alghanistan, Is One of
the Mest Origing! of Living Ralers.

The most interesting ruler in
world at presemt is probably, Abduor-
‘rahmam of Afghanistam

A fine old-crusted autocrat in Abdur-
rahman, capable of waking up his doec-
tor to ask
'eat a peppermint lozenge

if it would thurt
anl

{ 1 roan

! - " r | g ame r ] 1 5 - " =
fairly be classed amomng things incom lof the Khan.

| prehemsible, “The performer whom he
.ia:r::ir.!un{;u.ll}' met, and who
!'."FI.H'[I-E* persuasiom before he would exhib- |
it feats which. he continually affirmed,
' were the work of other intelligences.
| On some sticks fixed upright in {low-
er pots were placed some leaves from
'a tree, with holes in each sufficiently
large to make them fall to the level of
| Standing at a considerable

his hands.

ance vouched for by the same narrat-
or. ‘His own servant brought him a
marked one. The fakir

ected and

which lasted abwout
then awoke

thirly

Jaculliot, exam-

the seed which he had marked. With
a touch of a peacock’s feather the fakir

'weighing machine in daily use in
Jhousehold, though in the other was a

| WHELT,
'seription of the manner in which this
i ireritﬂ.hla eastern wizard was able to

is
' this occasion when leaving the room.
'he paused on the threshold, folded his

raised himself from the floor and re-

depressed a balance of a common

weight of twelve stome. and with a
distant motion of his hand he made
shavings of wood to sink or move in
Still more marvelous is the de-

set at defiance the law of gravity. On

arms. and by a simple act of volition.

mained poised in air for some minutes.

DIGGING FOR, FISH,

The matives of Kottiar are in the
habit of digging gvery year in the sum-
mer dry banks of the Vergei River for

fish. which they dig out by hundreds.
Just as they would potatoe=x. The mud

i ; + |

lumps are brokem open amd’ the fish.
'perhaps eight or tem inches long. will
‘always be found alive and often frisky

FOOTBALL DUELISTS.

A duel has recently taken place at
Paris between two football men. the

Captains of rival teams who had quar-
reled om the field during the progress
of a game. Unlike most French duels
which are inocuous, both combatants
received severe sword woumds im the
arms amnd shoulders,

. The Ameer
\ both ears of the
by another inst- 'whereupon the secretary reminded him
of a passage im the Koran saying that
anything touched by the representative
of the
the ears were saved.
Afghamistan is anything
ward, as Asiatic countiries go. There is
& modern
uncovered  sieam an employing 3500 workmen,
which turms out daily 10,000 Martini-
Henry cartridges and 10,000 Snider car-
comnlete ; {wen-
ty Martini-Henry and twenty
rifles; 50,000 coinss two field guns, vary-
ing from 3-pounders
the twelve

his
Umra Khan who came
called on Sir Salters Pyne and said:

000 ; Holland,

tem
3,500

: “Did you ever work for a living ¢"
required rasked the ruler,
“Never. O Khan,"
“] am a beggan'”
"Then " said Abdurrhaman
| do without you” and forthwith direct-
ed that the beggar should be hamged.
He is. however, susceptible to flattery,
vand can sometimes be cajoled.
A mamn

whom he had

worked up-|lation by offering to perform the task
bimself, provided it mizght be done |
the Ameer's presence.

Mo this he ass-nted, whereup=n 1he
secrelary explained that he had never '
executed this form of punishmen
ii{]ure_. and would His Highn+ss show him
- Dow

much was to be removed.

trembling

Almighity became sacred,
bt

factcry in Kabuil

finished and

Maxims eighteen

visitors go amd see it.

-

“How do you make guns?”
“lt is quite easy.” replicd Pyne. “You
'{nﬂka a hole first, and then wWrap some
wron around it

“Ah" bie said, sarrowfully, “there i
lots of air for the hole in my o
only no one t
the iron around it.”

————— R —e .
TELEPHONE SUBSCRIBERS,

According to recent statistics there
are 1,450,000 subscribers to the tele-
phone service in the world. The United |
Statep leads the list with 900,000, then
comes Germany with 140,000 and Great
Britain with 75,000 ; Switzerland, 50,000

'as if just removed from its supposedly
native Plement_t.ha water. k Fl'ﬂ-llﬂ'ﬂ. ﬁ;m; .ﬂ.uﬂtriﬂ, m’m: Rﬂ-ﬂli!-’l..
A 18,000 ; Sweden and Norway, 16,000 ; Ba-

varia, 15,000 ; Denmark, 15,000 ; Italy 14,-
12,000 ; Spain, 12,000 :ivliel-

ur-
beg. 7,000; Finland, 6,000 : Japan,
; Cuba, 2500; Luxembur y 2,000 ;
Portugal, 2000; Australia, . The
balance is divided among the smaller

mﬂ; settled eountries, from Rou-

with 100.

11,000; Hungary, 10,000 ;

with 400 down

him

the man replied;

“we can

sentenced
' have his ears cut off for some indiscre-
A slight breeze seemed 10 tign happensd to be a friend ‘groups of school clildren.
I8 recovering from any throat disease |
might therefore be the innocent means
of communicating the malady to its !

of his
then the leaves |chief secretary, who averted the mudi-

cialist
_"i"h)r:‘l-.r'liillr-.i are now beginning 1{!:|j_|“m-.-,|n4l_
give their attention o the cause and |

passed his bhands over
wretch,

I‘ ML "'k-

ruan

“nider

to 1Z2-pounders;
\ (rardners,
with carriages and full equipment. per
|amnum, as well as a large number of
| swords amd mechanical! centrivances,
The Ameer takes great pride in the
| factory amd makes his khans and all
One day
from a distance,

ountry;
hare knows how to w

clothes onmly

& journey. Some In
s .Ldmwii:mn!?m:uh

toﬂomnbitgung

DIPHTHERIA SPREAD

iy
Peneils Molstened In
"ﬂ'“l lll

By ELrad

The apparently
rowing a lead pencil is recognized by

| the medical facully as a prolific means

of propagating disease, Many people

' gtill cling to the time-honored practice |

of moisiening the writing end of the

'pencil in the mouwth before they pro-

ceed 1o write,

The practice of lbworrowing pencils is
now believed to be responsible for many
cazes of dipbtheria and tonsilitis which
could not be oltherwise accounted
Physicians have, therefore, begun to
warn their patients against puiting the

points of lead pencils in their mouths |

before they write.

1The practice of
rowing lead pencils is more common
aimnong children than adults, Th BpIrit
ol camaraderie which makes pupils
grow “chummy” and social in the pub-
lle schools sometimes causes lead-pen-
CLS 1o become comuon properiy among
A cehild who

companiomns. A well-known throat Spe-

BAYS ;—

preveniicn or diseases more than ever
they did before, The rules of common
sensc are being instilled into the par-
en's of the youmg patients, and a doe-
tor of to-day, when called to attend a
chuld puis its parents through a very

ri-"":ri.fi "i"""H‘l‘.'!'n'LIHiII-l-i=-'-11 H L{. ”h_-. !'._“.;"

its of his little patiemt. It is often

found that the disease has leen com- |

municaled by some harmless act which
most people would not notice. Children
are very democratic.
school will moisten a lead pencil in his
mouth and begin to write. A OOLIL[ %1 D -
lon will borrow the pencil. and the first
thing he will do in nine cases out of
tém will be to put the borrowed pencil
in bis mouth. I have traced several
cases of tomsilitis and diphtheria to this
cause. which at first sight appeared
inexplicable. Even the seeds of con-

sumption may be sown by this means.” |

Regarding _Hh-" habit of molstening
the lead penril before writing, the sup-

said yesterday :

"It is 4 austake to suppose thaf
moistening the lead of a pencil makes
it write better,
a5 1l hardens the lead vel people will

persisi in the uncleanly habit of thrust-

Ing horrowed pencils in their mout hs."”
BISMARCK'S SINS.
Of the neuralgic pains in his face,

which were so severe that be sometimes
bad to press the points of his fingers

on his cheek beomes for several minutes
to secure a little relief. Bismarck was i

m:!g:-r!_ed_ as saying:
[his is quite natural. I have sinned

in my life the most with my moutl, in
eating, drinking anl talking."”

-

WOMEN OF SUMATRA.

=
If the native women of Sumatra have | deal of barm happem to on

their knees properly covered the rest

does not matter, The natives of some

islands off the coast of Guinea wear

when they are going on
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