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CHAPTER VIIL

It is sald that a commercial life is not

y fitted to develop the qualities

of the heart and mind. and yet M.
Blandureau can boast a rare and pre-
cious virtue, which is the keystone of
his character. and invests him with &
certain superiority over many of his
This vain old parvenu 18
in what he calls

fellow-men.
a fanatic believer . :
the holiness of commercial protity.
This helief dates from the time when
he first started in business and _whan
he signed a great many promissory

notes and faitifu/ly paid them on settl-
He might easily have con-
M. Blan-

ing days.
tented himself with that, but
durean was determined not to he an
ordinary trader. ‘When 1in course of
time his signature hLecame as good as
s bank-note, he decided to give his
word the same value as his signature |
and thereafter compelled himself to
keep his ver' a' pr mises quite as strict-
Iv as he fulfilled his wrilten engage-
ments. He declared that
did not consider himself bound
loww such a course simply e
“there was nothing written down

was after all only a vulgar scoundrel.
Whoever did business with M. RBlandu-

rean might sleep at ease w hen he had

said, “That's agreed.” Those words
from his lips were indeed equivalent
to a contract drawn up by two nota-
rids. Of course this practice had more

than once resu'ted to his personal dis-|
making a

verba! bargain, he had perceived that

advantage. At times, after

he would be a loser, but far from re-
ealling his word, he had rﬁipt!utﬂd it,
preferring to make a sacrifice rather
than have his promise questioned. If
this conduet had altogether impover-
{shed him. he would no doubt have
been derided, but on the contrary,-de-
apite a few blunders. he steadily grew
richer and richer, and so he was ad-
mired. In Paris and in London, at
Brussels and at New York, merchants
were in the habit of saying, “Blancur-
ean's word is worth its weight in golc i
and as a matter of course he felt very
proud of the circumstance. Having
retired from business, he still applied
t hese principles to his private life, and
they beecame, as il were, his invariable
rule and guide even in the mosl ordi-
nary cireumstances, so that, to say the
truth. his “commercial probity” de-
generated into monomania. Any one
who mlssed an appointment with him
fell greatly in his esteem: but on the
other hand there was no fear of him
breaking his word. If you invited him
to dinner, and he accepted, his pres-
ence became a foregone conclusion. It
micht have rained, hailed, spowed, or
thundered, and yet he would have
come. He would have come indeed had
he been ill, had he even been dying.
And he wonld have done due honor to
the repast, have ealten, drank, and
proved a eapital “knife and fork.” even
at the risk of dying of indigestion the
shnme nicht.

With such a character it was evi-
dent that M. Blandureau could not
sven think of breaking off the malteh
Wi Ilit*h hﬂ :.ﬂd HF{‘LH'I"'& father had de-

cided on. By his conversuation during
dinner and afterward, Heector, 1t 13
trne. had not quite pleased him, but

he micht have displeased him altogeth-
er, ind vet M. Blandurean would never
have had the idea of mn-:lif_l.'in;r what he
considered a sacred agreement. Thus
Hector made a great mistake when he
imagined that affairs were progressing
favorably in this direction. It was
simply because M. Blandureau had not
had leisure for reflection that he had

answered the query, “When shall we

fix the marriage,” in such an evasive
monner. Heetor's conversation had
caused him great deception, and he had
not been able to master his disappoint-
ment and bad humor. He had obeyed
that “first impulse' which we all have,
and which we all ought to guard
against, Buat searcely had Hector left,
thin he hegan to regret his answer,
which he feared might awaken certain
doubts in the young man’s mind, and
lesd him to imagine that he, Blandur-
enn. wished to temporize, and in the
meanwhile find some pretext to get
rid of him politely. [If it had not heen
s0 late Mr. Blandureau would certain-
Iv have hastened after his chesen son-
in-law, but he did not even know Hec-
tor's address in Paris. so ha returned
indoors mentally resolving to make a
full apology on the following day.

“This marriage deesn't quite please
me,” he said to himself, “but T must
hasten to have it carrvied out; for I
hive given my word and must keep
it.”

He almost said as much to his daugh-
ter when she candidly teld him that

a man who
to fol-
hecause |

| anee.and self-confidence of a man

atchmaker.

ed something very like one in reference
to tor.

“E:r I;;*unng man,"” she thought,
“thank Heaven you won't have time
to study my daughter’s character.
You'll marry her within n_inrtnighilt:i
and thus assure my peace ln My ﬂd
age. I could bless you @ thoussn

times over."”

Such was the moral situation of “ba.

Blandureau family when Hector Te-
turned to Ville d’Avray—this time ac-
companied by his new friend, Sir James
Wellesley. This was :
onel's debut in Parisian soclely,
enjoys throughout Europe the repu-
tation of being the wittiest, most
agreeable, and yet most exacting in
the world. In truth, however, one can
hardly say that it fully tallies with
this description. Sir James had pass-
ed a part of the day in preparing for
the ordeal, and assumed his atl_[fea.t
and most disdainful air—that air of
conswmmate conceit which particul-
arly belongs to the citizens of Great
Britain. Although he was not with-
out certain inward misglvings to ap-
pear before a tribunal of French
ladies, he outwardly evinced the assur-
who
value, and was fully
sware that if but a hair of his head
were touched, Lord Palmerston, then
alive. would not have hesitated to
equip a hundred vessels and gpen_ﬂ
many millions of money to obtain fit
and proper reparation. When Hector
had offered to introduce the young
FEnglishman to (he Blandureau f.m]]ilff.
his object had been to cement the_r
friendship at once, so as to allow Sir
James no opportunity of escaping him.
He had certainly never :
the baronet was likely Lo achieve any
socinl success. And yet such proved to
be the case, for Sir James Wellesley ap-
peared to the Biandureau family like
the living incarmation of noble tradi-
tions, and Madame Blandureau suhse-
quently confessed that when he en-
iered her drawing-room for the first
{imo. she had felt as impressed as if
she had beheld an emperor. So Hector
found himself relegated to the back

knew his own

ground ; in fact, he was fairly eclipsed. |
done the

honor of his house with such gracious- |

Never had M. Blandureau

ness and affability. He was-all atten-
tion and respect for his new guest,
and when he learned that Sir James
wonld inherit a peerage from one of
his uncles who sat in the House of
L.ords, he became perfectly obsequious.
Henceforth he persisted, despite all ex-
postulations, in calling the haronet
“my lord;’ and in his delight at hav-
ing an authentic representative of the
English aristocracy at his table, he
only remembered Hector to congratu-

late him on his connection, and t‘.n:
this |

ihink him for having brought
distinguished foreigner to Ville d’
Avray,

Mademoiselle Aurelie
sible, vet more delighted than her
father, and she was quite as unable to
conceal her impression. Sir James’
meaningless glance made her
like a schoolgirl, and for the first time
in her life she felt embarrassed, and
doubted her own powers. Sirange to
relate, she really felt something like
a slight beating of the heart. But
then could one dream of a more grand-
ly haughty, or of a more perfectly
(rigid aristocrat than Sir James? Was
he not the heaw ideal of etiquette and
socinl solemnity 2 All young girls,
whether they own it or not, picture to
(hemselves in the recesses of
hearts some improbable hero whom

thev are destined never to meet; but | \ e
s n ' to win Aurelie’'s heart and hand.

lfl'urtun:ltﬂi.y he was poor, and he knew

more fortunate than her fellows, Ma-
demoiselle Blandurean had found her
hero: and the consequences were sur-
prising. Her haughty glance wax-
ed almost tender, her voice lost
ners become unusually modest. She
and contented herself with acting like
a young girl. Madame Blandureau
was so surprised that she doubted her
senses, but the truth is that Aurelie
had met her fate.

Sir James on his side, soon realized
that he had conquered the household.
He forgot his assumed stiffness and
frigidity, and ceased to allow suspi-
cious prudence to keep him eternally
on the qui vive. He had come to a
stranger's house, and now, after an

hour's stay, he felt as if he were among |

friends. On starting from Paris with
Hector, he had sworn not to open his
mouth, save to partake of refreshments
or to articulate such monosyllables as
are after all, absolutely requisite. He
was indeed especially anxious to avoid
being lnughed at on account of his bad
French. But now he saw that no one

' he had formed.

imagined that : _
' ldismissed ; and certainly he did not

| conversation with the retired

was, if pos- |

blush | eYes and

' absolutely

er rid himself

' fered

their | and duty.

 mensely wealthy.

sta an insurmountahble

imperious tone, her attiroue and man- |

without
pever felt so truly

Eiff'l Jnmg:t dti.? - d it was
the flight me, and ]
when Ifhe clock struck rq;dnightrt?a.:
he at length spoke of retiring. Wh lﬁ
conducting his guests to 'i;.he gnt.a,l :
Blandureau made “Lord Wellseley
promise that he would speedily ?-
furn to Ville d’Avray, begging him
indeed to come as often as mlm?i
Sir James readily gave his word, an
then, when he and Hector was again
«lone together, he exclaimed:

T ean’t find words to tell you what
un 'mpression that young lady has
made on me. I really find her most
charming and loveable.”

Hﬂﬂtorgwaa opening his .mnch to re-
ply “She is to be my wife,’”~ when a
strange improbable prgﬂﬂntlment ap-
propriately prompted him to hold his
tonuge.

e ———

CHAPTER IX.

Hector had given no thought tothe
qualms of conscience on the day wl:gen
he conceived the abominable plan w hich
was to enable him to get rid of the
happy mortal selected to marry Louise
d’Amblecay. He had only listened to
his despair, the adviser of mad reso-
lutions. But with calm and reflection
the sentiment of honor returned, and
he realized how odious was the project
Quite horrified, he

gave up all idea of prosecuting it, and

' yot he saw no other means of salva-

tion. What could he do? Wait.
That was all: and so he waited like a
condemned man whose sentence 18
shortly to be carried into effect. !t
he still returned to Ville d’Avray it
was because he did not wish to initiate
the rupture. He felt convinced that
he would soon be favored with a polite

at all evince the solicitude of the suit-
or admitted to pay his court, for at the
most he visited the Blandureaus once
or twice a week.

After all he was not wanted at Ville
d’Avray. The relired merchant’s eoun-
try seat claimed another visitor—a
most assiduous one, who fulfilled with
muarvelous exactitude all Hector’s ne-
glected duties. Like M. Blandureau,
Sir James was a man who knew how
to keep his word. He bad promised
to pay frequent visits to Ville d"Avray,
and, in fact, he went there every day.
Yes, every day, did this exemplary
andacious baronet willingly undergo
the ordeal of three and four hours’
CcOMm-
mission merchant, who was delighted
to find such an attemtive listener in
the nephew of an English peer. 1t is
true that Sir James usually rephed
in such & manner as to prove that he
had not at all heard or understood
what was said to him, but this was
of no consequence to M. Blandureau,
who, attribuiing the incoherent char-
acter of the baronel’s answers to his

scanty knowledge of French, rattled on

again as fast as ever,
The truth is that while to all ap-
pearance patiently listening for M.

' Blandureau, Sir James was really all

attention for Mademoiselle
Aurelie. He had fallen in love with
her at first sight, and now he was
entranced, enraptured.
Unfortunately, he could not altogeth-
of his memory, and
whenever he recollected his enguage-
ment with Mademoiselle d’Amblecay
he suffered much as Hector had suf-
on thinking of Mademoiselle
Blandureau. Then it was that con-
science recalled him to a sense of honor
But what is duty compared
with love? And Sir James already
realized that he must die if he failed
Un-

that the Blandureau family was im-
This seemed Lo him
obstacle, for al-
though, despite his impoverished cir-
cumstances, he really had the greatest

forgot to play the part of a queen, ‘contempt for money, would other peo-

ple believe in his disinterestedness 7 If
he asked M. Blandureau for Mademoi-
selle Aurelie’s hand would not the step
be looked upon asan attempt to obtain
money to regild his escutcheon and re-
store the family mansion? Fortuna-
tely, this distressing idea vanished at
the first glance from the young lady

' herself, and her eyes, it may be men-

tioned, very often met the baronet’s.
Despite Sir James' natural timidity
and modesty, none the less real, al-
though concealed by an apparent air of
haughtiness, he could not help noticing
in the long run that Mademoiselle
Blandureau by no means avoided him,

- As soon a8 he reached Ville d'Avray,

she hastened into the drawing-room,
Lf, _iqdead. she were not already there,
waiting for him ; and in addition, more
than once, after taking his leave, he

d | explanations conce

“lordship” to give him some
————— life she mentally reproached her fath- ey ruing the conduct of
The Best T e

the lish government in the affair
of t,lin%an Jacinto. After a stupen-
dous effort, Sir James succeeded 1n
mastering his emotion. He would
have given anything to get rid of M.
Blandureaun. He knew now that he
was really loved, and he wished to en-
joy his felicity ; bul no, he must find
some answer for this pestering old
father, who obstinately kept on Tre-
ting: '
FImﬂl"aﬁ-’lglut'. do you think of the n‘rrant
of the Southern Commissioners " -
(To Le Continued.)
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SPAIN HAS LOST NO TIME.

- —

Her Navy Strengthened and Eniarged In

Every Direction — The sintes Rather

Slow.
A despatch from Washington to the

‘ven received by this Government of
ihe freport that Spain will send a large
force of troops to the Camaries, and
'that her principal fleet will concent-
'rate in the waters of those islands. It
has been learned by the naval authori-
ties from am equally trustworthy source
{hat the armoured cruisers Infanta,
'Marie, Teresa, and Cristobal Colon,
|which left Cadiz for the Cape Verde
‘Islamds to augment the torpedo boat
flotilla, were accompanied by trans-
'ports carrying some thousands of troops
for Camary Island forts.

Phese facts have caused comsiderable
' dissatisfaction in Washington in con-
‘nection with the umderstanding that
‘the Admimnistration is working for more
‘delay in the settlement of the Cuban
'question and the Maine affair. Every-
'body' who kmnows anything aboul naval

'matters realize that delay is wholly to

the advantage of Spain, and consequ-
ently to the disadvantage of the Un-
ited States.

| SPAIN LOST NO TIME.

' For the past six months every mom-
‘ent has been atilized by the Spanish

'Government in making preparations for
an emergen'y, and it 18 now clear to
those im official life, who believe that
{he state of affairs in Cuba should have

'been ended as far back as last Novem-
ber. when the present fighting season
began with the Cubans more than hold-
ing their own, that the United States
woulld have been nearly twice as sSurong
as Spain in naval forces. The United

States had then seven seagoing arm-

orclads, while Spaim had omniy four.

They had no torpedo boat destroyers
ready. and the healthy season in Cuba,
during which an Administration army
could operate im the island, was - al
hand. Four armoured vessels have
been added since then to the Spanish
navy. All were under construction in

November. Three of these are now at
Carthagena or Cadiz, and the fourth
will be at one of these places in a few
days. Malf of the tarpedo boat destroy-

ers owned by Spain, are at the {.'u.pt"

Verde Islands and the rest at Cadiz.
The sickly season is now beginning,
and it is realized that the loss of life
among American troops s:nt to Cuba
at this time would be enormous.

| INCREASING HER STRENGTH.
' While certain things must be done

to put the Spanish fleet in condition
for service, the vessels composing it

will be in fine trim for hostile work |
The concentration of |

im two weeks.

' this fleet at the Canariss or .-mmB:
point. nearer to the United States
would measurably increase Lhe

difficulties of the United States in the

event of a sudden resort to hostilities, |

with the prospect of sending a landing
expedition to Cuba practically out of
the fuestion on account of the prevail-
ing climatic conditions. A longer delay
will see the Spanish naval force in-
‘ereased by the addition of two magni-
ficent armoured ships, the Cardinal Cis-
neros and the Princessa de Asturias,
now rapidly nearing completion. Work
on them is being pushed with a rap-

idity that is inconsistent with the
Spumnish tendency to “"manana.”

There is now no way to strengthen
the Umited States navy quickly. Ne-

gotiations for the purchase of armour-

ed ships abroad have been abandoned,
and the battleship Oregon requires
forty more days to reach Key West.
The United Stated navy is not as strong
now as it was last November.
the Maine was afloat,
boat destroyer can be made ready umd-
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