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' t- |
» of my long and eveni- |

In the ¥OO© . acker of criminals |

‘o +.1:_:--:="1I . iling which has puzzled |

pere 18 O 0 " ther thing in con-
b e men whom I have
section ’ .I+ﬂ--'i'—"“ to hunt down, |
sop [ '_-' 'I'“ : ihe extreme care- |
. i . .« the cleverest of
aaness = .l-.-:”.“ will plan out a
scoull :l.;-. . 1t most subtlety and
ine for well-nigh ev-
pie! : oncy, and altogether show-

Napoleon of crim-

. o same, by sheer care- |
jati: .. | [ foresight, he will
| . : ahvious clew which
' > . ¢ cards to the ground
rings nto the clutches of
history of such a |

-uch an oversight,

vn in the lines that

- When he

& instructed by my |
ars Lo gO LO lhﬂ 'U["' |
thorpe, in Golden |

into a forgery case. |

steps to the office

q short delay, was

ennythorpe’s room.
oking, clean-shav-
rq, anid he rose to

thing. A man may be hard up and
desire an advance, and yet hegita.ta
about a deliberate forgery. Have you
any of his writing that I can look at ¢
Plenty. How will this suit you?"
_ He handed me a note from ‘the clerk
in which the latter made some unim-
portant communication. As I was
something of a graphologist, I thought

‘that doubtless the youth's caligraphy

might give a clew to his character, but
a shade of disappointment crossed my
face as I scrutinized the letter. It
was the stereotyped commercial hand
which is the bugbear of the handwrit-
ing expert, and which gives absolutely
no clew to the writer's tendencies. 1|
rossed the paper from me, and said:

“That won't help us a bit. Is the
young fellow here to-day?"

“Oh, yes. I could ring for him, and:
you could have a look at him without !

his knowing your business.

do 807"
He rang the bell, and a tall, thin
young fellow answered it. Irom a!

'sign made by Mr. Pennythorpe 1 knew |

that this was the clerk in question,

~and I watehed him narrowly while his

employer gave him some instructions
invented on the spur of the moment.
was gone the other turned

asked,

Lo me.

“Well,” he
think of him?’

“He looks a simple, honest young fel-
low,” 1 returned, as [ rose to go; “but
of course, appearances are not often
reliable. My next move will be to go
down to the bank and interview the
cashier who paid the &£500 over the
bank counter.”

Mr. Pennythorpe rose and held out

“what do you

ham, and a few minutes later I was

haj!ing a cab outside the bank.

Fern Villa, Melthorpe Road, Clap-
ham.: I cried, and presently we were
bowling along in the direction of the
southwestern suburb.

During the journey I turned my
thoughts to other subjects for I have'
always found it a good rule to give
the brain a rest when on a hunt of
this nature. To allow one idea to re-
maln uppermost for any considerable
time is almost ruinous to the perform-
ance of intelligent work.

After nearly three-quarters of an
hour’s drive the cab turned into a
5!1:1{1}' street made up of tiny houses,
Fern Villa being the last on the right
hand side. Here I alighted and rang
the bell, having previously told the cab-
man to await my return.

A small, white-faced wgman, whom

Shall 1! I took to be Mrs. Wilson, opened the
! door gingerly.

“What can I do for you, sir?’ she
asked timidly.

“Is Mr. Wilson able Lo receive a visi-
tor #' I asked. *'I have just come from
the London and Suburban Banlk, the
manager of which place tells me he is
laid up. My business is important.”

“The doetor is upstairs now, sir,"” she
said quietly, “but he won't be long.
Will you please walk in.?”

[ entered the tiny parlor and sat
down. Presently 1 heard steps on the
stairs, then a slam of the house door,
which led me to think that the physi-
cian had taken his leave. This was the
case, as Mrs. Wilson appeared almost
immediately and informed me that if 1
would walk up her hushand would see

trary ; everything's as ht as can be.
By Jove—the blackguard Excuse me
taking a hasty leave, Mr. Wilson, but,
really, I think your information Iis
more than sufficient. Good-by. Hope
you'll soon be better; and thanks, very
much."” !

Rushing down the stairs | bade Mrs.
Wilson 2 hasty good afternoom, and,
jumping into my cab, ordered the man
to drive back to the bank where [ had |
engaged him.

Curiously enough, the munager was
just issuing from the building as we |
drove up. '

“Mr. Venn,” 1 said, speaking very |
quickly, 'l think I have a clew. May |
| usk you to accompany me in this cab
at once to follow the same up?” |

He seemed rather surprised ar my
manner, but acquiesced without a
word.

“Where are you going?’' he
a8 the cab drove off.

“We are going,” 1 answered, “lo
Mr. Pennythorpe's oflfice. We shall
find our man there, unless | am very
much mistaken.”

The cab setl us down in Gelden Square
in iwenty minutes and we at cnce took

DR WooD's

NORWAY
PINE

SYRUP.

THE MOST PROMPT,
Pleasant and Perfect Cure
for Coughs, Colds, Asthma,
Bronchitis, Hoarseness,
Sore Throat, Croup, Whoop-
ing Cough, Quinsy, Pain in |
the Chest and all Throat,
Bronchial and Lung Diseases.

The healing anti-consumptive virtues
of the Norway Pinocare combined
in this medicine with Wild Cherry
and other pectoral Herbks and Bal- |
sams to make a true specific for all

asked,

" s : - . * ] 1 1-:
our way to the room which I had quit- forms of disease originating from coics.
ted that morning. ! and EO0c. !

Pennythorpe was seated writing as Price — 28¢- - -
we entered. He recegnized the man-
ageer, and wished him good afternoon.
Then he turned to me and said: cee HEY ---

“Have you found a clew "

Fariners Thrashers
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