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I was called “It.” Try as Iwould, I
could find no patron saint in the calen-
dar who answered to that name, and
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there was really no excuse for “it " but
the megligence of the Johnson family
. to christen its children. They bestir-

of my elder sister,

3

s DURF

¥

IT.

red themselves early only in the case
who was named
Maggie. Even I, the youngest of a
batch of five, never knew the second
child, a boy, by any other name than
“ Brother.” Then came * Sis,” the third,
and * Babe,” annother boy, and fin-
ally I, the last of the Johnson brood.
“It"” rang in my baby ears long be-
fore I knew what was meant. I sup-
pose that being the real baby it would

have caused confusion in the house-
hold, where there was already a ‘“Babe,”

and so they substituted ** It,” for that
was my title by right of succession.

I never knew my mother. She died
soon after I opened my blue eyes to the
world. Perhaps if she had lived my
nomenclature would not have been so
slightingly treated. Maggie, the eldest,
a quiet, faithful girl, took charge of us
at mother’s death. Father was a team-
ster and away all day from the little
family, for whom he provided generous-
ly out of his slender earnings. He, too,
called me “* It " when he took me upin
his lap and rubked his harsh, stubble
beard over my baby cheeks or pinched
my little fists with his big, horny fin-
gers. Maggie gave me a mother's care,
as she did the other children, and I
had really no trouble about my in-
complete name until I went to school
for the first time.

“Your mame is what?’ asked the
teacher when my turn came in along
line stretching from the foot of her
desk to the last bench im the room,

“‘It"' Johnson,” 1 answered prompt-

AM CHERO]}

showed me mo favoritism. I paid mrl
fine when late, the same rest,
and if I made a blunder I paid for the
damage. Withal, I felt sure that Mr.
Joe Parkinson liked me the best of
all, and my little heart, craving affec-
tion and only too ready to give it, went
out to him in the first flush of awaken-
Ing womanhood.

‘He must have read it in my eyes, for
his glances grew warm when he spoke
to me, and his hands often lingered
around mine as he placed the work in
my outstretched arms. The girls at my
table were all friendly but one. Some-
how a silent antagonism had sprung up
from the first between Rosina Freoli
and me. Rosina was of Italian descent,
a buxom, ecrimson-cheeked girl, with a
well-poised, vain little head. She was
of a quarrelsome and jealous disposi-
tion, feared by the girls and relentless-
ly pursued by the young men with
admiring glances, impudent innuen-
does in compliment to her beauty, and
invitations to all the parties in the
cheap dancing halls of the town. To
all of these Rosina went, and often
more than once a week was she fined
for being tardy the morning after. She
stood her pumishment with a saucy
smile for she knew her beau of the
evening would make good her finan-
cial loss.

Aware of Mr. Parkinson’s hobby for
promptness, I had been invariably on
time. Ome night Maggie was taken ill.
I nursed her till daybreak. Then I fell
into a sound sleep at the foot of the
bed and was awakened only by my
sister’s anxious cry that it was long
past rising time. I hurried away with-
out a morsel of breakfast and reached
the factory just three minuteslate. Mr.
Parkinson stood at the desk, noting my
time.”

“ My sister was ill all night,” 1 stam-
mered, blushing to the roots of my
bair. He must have read in my eyes
the penitence expressed for having
crosse<d him in his efforts to promo
prompiness. !

‘“ All right, little girl,” he said, with
a kindly glance from his handsome
brown eyes, “I'll forgive you this
time."

As 1 turned to go to my place Isaw
Rosina at elbow. She had heard
the foreman’s remark. An evil expres-

countenance. All day she pursued me
with her jealous grudging eyes. At

ly.

“*It* Johnson 7" she repeated with
a doubting shake of the head. ' Lit-
tle girl, you must have forgotten your
name."”

“No,” I gasped for a lump in my
throat almost choked me. To be the
first in the whole room who had any
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| fying even to a little 6-year-old.

““ Have you any brothers or sisters
in this school i’
“Yes, my big brother is in No. 3.”

“Go up-stairs and bring him down |

to me.”

I trundled off, perplexed, to find
“ Brother.” Up to the top floor Iclimb-
ed and soon espied him in a front seat
of Room No. 3, the door of which stood

| | wide open. He amswered the summons |
| of my vigorously beckoning finger and

[ confided to him the dilemma I was in

about my name. .
“Well, *It,”" he saic, “"you are in a

bad fix. You mever had any other
name.’’

“ But isn't your name ‘ Brother " and |

nothing else "

““ No, I've been christened James be- |

sides.”
« James 7"’ I queried. “ I thought that

' was father’'s name:

“ And it's my name, too—James John-
mlil
Then for the first time [ learned that
“Brother’'s” mame Was Jamgs. th_a.t
“Sis"” had been christengd Lm:'delm..
and that *“ Babe, the infringer, Wwas

Andrew in the Baptismal record. Only |

poor, little slighted me, was “It” and

' e.
nﬂ?tﬁ?ihfl? :r' made matters clear tu_the
teacher, and she laughingly inscribed
the name of ‘* It " Johnson upon the big
roll book of the school.

[ passed through my school days as
“ Tt Then, tired of book learning, I

went to work in a shoe factory. ‘““Bro-
th;:' " was a teamster now, like father.
“Sis"” was married and lived in the
country. * Babe " had run away to en-
list in the army, and there was no-

e but father, and Mag-
body at hom o Tames was boarding

in the factory lomg

that old phrase “ you're it ' was
:*va]?v?:ad on the vaudeville atl.gi. :ﬁd
of course the ﬁlrju.ng ?;;:1 ;ti,:“tu maa
e by app me,

Ehrﬂ:a.it??#’ Tn "Ilt » from her birth

to her 16th year.
«You're it,” they shouted, u{_l;;r.

he shop and passed the fore-
;::ta':d g:t; fﬂ my table. The foreman

- e 4R

strict and permitted no noisy con-
::'lv::t inside the !u:tu_rr. He was aseri
ous looking man, with a young Mﬂ-
but the mien of one beyond hmhyan r:
He called each girl by ﬂlﬂlﬁi :;“awp;“
celed out the work and to !

- ; o |
. “* Mollie ! Roam_n.l Gertie
t:ndn?a! You!” he said when my turn

noon she held a confab with three of
her stanchest admirers, and their
sneering faces, bent upon me, boded
me no good.

“You'd better go home earlier,” ad-
vised Becky, my particular chum. “Tell

1 M vl A

sion spread over her darkly beautiful |

STRENGTH CAME BACK.

The Anvil ence mers rings with the
strekes of his hammaer.

Mr. Thos. Porteous, the well kmown
blacksmith of Goderich, Ont, tells how
gickness and weakness gave way to health

and strength. * For the past four yearsmy

1

nerves have been very weak, my sleep fitful
and disturbed by dreams, consequently I
arose in the morning unrested. 1 was
frequently very dizzy and was much
troubled with a mist that came before m
eyes, my memory was often defective and
bad fluttering of the heart, together with a |
sharp pain through it at times. In this|
condition I was easily worried and felt
enervated and exhausted. Twomonthsago
I began taking Milburn's Heart and Nerve |
Pills, since that time I have been gaining in |
health and strength daily. They have
restored my nerves to & healthy condition,
removed all dizziness and heart trouble, and |
now I sleep well and derive comfors and
resk from it. That Milburn's Heart and |
Nerve Pills are a good remedy for Nervous-
ness, Weakness, Heart Trouble and similar
complaints goes without seying."” Price
50 cts. a box at all druggists or T. Milburn
& Co., Toronto, Ont.

Laxa-Liver Pills cure Dyspepsia.
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ON THE WAY TO KLONDIKE.

A. Il. Huichins Sends Back a1 Word ol Ad
viee to Prospective Gold Hunters.

A. H. Hutchins, of Rochester, N. Y.,
who is now on his way to the Klondike,
has written a letter from Juneau. In
' the course of his letter he says:
“If I were to start our again I

' him that your sister is too sick to get

| supper, and hurry away from here be-

 fore closing time. They mean mischief,
'sure!” I dared not offend a second
'time by losing a quarter of an hour
| at the busiest season of the year, so I
| staid umtil the gong announced the
' elose of day. Becky and Iwere not
more than half a block from the shop
when Rosina and her noisy escorts
came toward us from the middle of the
street.

“There goes ‘It!" Joe Parkinson's
‘It !" T'll pay de fine! There it goes!”
And the rudest of the quartet picked
' up a handful of mud and plastered my
' back with it. I turmed to run back to
| the factory, when out of the darkness

my aseailant’'s face.

whispered the excited Becky. “I'm glad
of it!” And we took to our heels and
made good time in getiing home.

As T crept into my bed that night
the sweet thought that he had defend-
ed me kept me awake many hours.
When I slipped into dreamland at last
it was with his face bending over me,
his lips whispering that he loved me,
me—poor, nameless, insignificant “It.”

Next morning I hurried to the fac-
tory long before the opening hour to
| thank him for his gallant defense. To
utter dismay a stranger was at
| his desk. I gave him my number and
passed on. Soon the other girls ar-
rived in groups of two and three. Their
faces were grave, and they seemed to
discuss with subdued voices a calam-
ity.

d What has happened ?"_I gasped,
filled with anxious foreboding.

« Mr. Parkinson has been arrested,”
'said Becky. “The blow he dealt the
scapegrace who insulted me was more
| effective than he had meant. The fel-
' low was lying unconscious at his home.
| It was even feared that his injuries
| would result in death. His two com-
panions had sworn out a warrant
against the foreman. Neither they nor
Rosina made their appearance at the

that day.
!hI-D]!:'en now "Ilyﬂﬂllnﬂt bear to dwell on

the miserable days that followed. Joe
Parkinson languished in prison, while
the victim of his gallantry slowly re-
covered. I went to him with a break-
ing heart. He stretched out his hands
through the bars and drew me toward
him until he ki my forehead. I
was a woman at last. ;mﬂ my cup of
ering was full.

IGEEI a::nm;gnr ig all, littllia Inna 1" I:Fa

i ly. ““ It was all for you!l”
“E[ié :El:an:gzu{itted at the tri:}l. On the
day of his release we wWere quietly mar-
ried. and that night he left me to go
to the far West and commence life
‘gﬁ:m&id not take him long to get a
start, and I soon joined him in the cozy
little home he had prepared for me.

«« Youl” he cried, 88 In the days of
old. Only now he tlHQEd me m"hm
arms and kissed me. “ Little wife!"” he

_ “ Dear little wifeI"
lﬂ::zl i wur «“Jt” mno longer.
UNAPPRECIATED.

the fullness of one’s
to anotber out OF T8, "o utter lack

a situation is por-
Mﬂmr ﬂ! ﬂlﬁ Hl‘l".

' should not buy a single article before
' reaching here. If any of your readers
lthink of going to the gold fields, my
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The Chronicle
Contains . .

Each week an epitome of th
world’s news, articles on the
household

serials by the most popular

and farm, and

authors.
Its Local News is Complete

and market reports accurate,

just come out. There are plenty of
them about town, but I have never yet
met one who has made even a moder-
ately rich strike, and that too after
several years of constant prospecting.
They have all made a living ; but how
many of the thousands who are flock-
ing to Alaska can keep up their cour-

advice is, first of all, don't go; but if

' you don't take that advice, just pack

| your grip with enough oia clothes to

| last you for about three weeks. Buy

| your ticket for Juneau, and go to the
i American Express Co. and buy their
| signature checks tothe amount of $600.
' Then, when you get here you will have
a chance to change your mind and you
' will have had a run well worth your
| money.
| “There are many who would turn
' back about this time if they had not

the arm of a man shot squarely into already spent their money, and in many |

' place to catch your breath—the last
' chance I am told—and calmly view the
| situation. _

| “While I write there are in the
' rooms with me, three men who have

. e ——— =

[ e e ——r

S : ., | cases spent it for goods not suited for |
The foreman knocked him down!" | the work in hand. This isasplendid |

age on a bare living in this God-for-
saken country for a year or two, in
| the hopes of ultimately making a
strike, which, after all, may not pay
for the ammunition. ;

“There seems to be no doubt that
the claims in the vicinity of Dawson
City have panned out rich, and that
there are many more such places when
' discovered. The ordinary finds, how-
ever, will not enable a man to save
| much mope, if any, than he could out
of an ordinary salary in the east, if the
stories of those coming out are

| true.”
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' Willie Boy—If I promise to learn my

' lesson papa, will you give me a quart-

' er? Papa—Yes, my son. Willie Boy—

Ii Arll‘d what will you give me if I do learn
it

e ——

Cash Svstem

Adopted by

N. G., & J. MeKeehnie.

We take thls

We beg to inform our customers
and the public generally that we
have adopted the Cash System,
which means Cash or its Equiv
alent, and that our motto will be
“ Large Sales and Small Profits.”

opportunity of

thanking our customers for past
patronage, and we are convinced
that the new systema will merit a
continuance of the same.
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