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' PRACTICAL FARMING.
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MICE IN ORCHARDS.

I don't think I have ever Seen 80
many field mice as there are {this seas-
om. It seems they are more numerous
during drouth and do more damage
than at any other time. (However,says
a writer, they girdle trees during the
winter season, under the snowt also, un-
less the trees have been carefully cared

d protected.

m';hie i-hu have not done this work
yet should not delay one day. .Ilu it
to-morrow, especially if there is any
rubbish, weeds or grass around y?ur
trees—and there is this fall, for spring
and early summer made a .ntrcmg
growth of vegetation of all kinds. I
have no doubt but that there are thl‘.lu:n-
wnds of apple trees already girdled in
Ohio. The drouth was so general and
sy severe that soon after the first of
October there was not a green spear of
grass to be seen here. It was then that
these little rodents commenced their
work. It would seem that they do it
more then on account of the absence of
anvthing else green to eat. However,
rh.-u.- will girdle trees more or less even
a.':nh-n grass is green, 1{ they are as nu-
merous as this season.

[t can easLly be seen, now since the
rains have come, how full they are of
fresh clover;: how #they eat out the
crown—in fact kill a large amount of
it. In spite of care and vigilance we
lost two trees in October, nine years
old, and a few planted last spring. The
oursed things tackle trees this year re-
gardless of size—six, eight inches in
diameter—but are usually worse on
young trees that have no dry, rough
bark on the outside.

There are many devices to prevent
this destruction of trees by mice. and
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I shall only mention a few which I
think best. W here newly planted
trees were mulched, the muleh should
be removed clean with an iron rake

m a circle two feet from the trees. For
trees that were not mulched and have
no protection, take a sharp hoe, keep
. file with you to keep it sharp, and
remove all manner of SLLIff Lo thﬂ
ground the same distance as for small
trees. Use the hand if necessary close
to the trees. Two men can do several
tundred trees per day. The work
should have been done this year dur-
g fhe

latter part of September.
Around new ly planted trees it i1s best
U, throw up a little mound of clean

earth, six or eight inches high. In the

spring 1t may be raked down and the
muich drawn back.

Urdinarily if well done the above an-
SWers the purpose for one year. Mice

don’t girdle trees unless screened from
sight. Instinet teaches the little ras-
the danger of same Bparrow
mawx's darting down upon them by day

Bals 0l

And screech owls 1n the I]I,E','Ilt l:!_t}" thﬁ
L i :1.'1.5:1_‘.:- does me good—and I
Stop when I see one of these little hawks
fluttering up in the air with' his head

sUIrmed to 1

he earth: and presently he

44Tl8 dow !_.;nl” a shot and “ii‘*ﬂ off with
A little black thing in his clutches and
‘£0L8 on a stump or fence and dissects |

Dlamed varmunt .'j Mice are not like-
ly to circuiate under the snow where
'“S on the bare ground, and 80 they

don t find the Lrees when tha grass and
Wuich are kept away from the trunks.

Col permanent and better work we
PUL  about a bushel of fine cinders
\round each tree in cone shape. For
smal trees less will do. Neither mice
1OT vegetation of any kind like cinders
A4 in the winter the wind and a lit-
ve sunshine cleans the top of the

® Dlack mounds from snow and

gives “rees a safe and comfortable
cvbearance. We get the cinders from

. ciric power plant. These are the
o1 @ want no clinkers which
n 4 T'oil out and be in the waw mbout

r}r.:il ele, lThey cost Lwenty cents
“ Htri Wire sereen for smallish

. ve cut it twelve inches sSquare
o a2l It on a round stick, open it
ahiole - oPTING it around the trees and
voare - 0 the ground. (A couple of
. Tusted them to pieces and freez-
o Ueaves it up the trees and gives

11.*-1 ~%¢ 1 chance just whers they
1-'._-..1t ‘L. 1 have Rried tarred paper
“Tapped around the trees. Neither

ved Satistactory. String soon rot-
o ond if wire was used, itj would
¢, ‘¢ lrees. In comclusion I ad-

¢ Use of cinders if the distance

“Aul will not make it too expensive.
e —— ]

ALL ABOUT THE CHICKENS,
: When chickens have been kept Erow-
g _ti;r'.fti'.}' from the time they were
I._L:ta ::-+.--L. it requires but little care to
]» ::w.r.u_ for market by or before
lEsgiving, W hen they have been
ted, and have grown but slowly

1_2'1. are only frames scantily covered
:Lt.r feathers, the task is more diffi-
W

“-’LH a first step toward fattening sep-
A% the cockerels from the pulletsand

Lhep Festriet thej
yarde beir range to smaller]

shaw, Duane Purple,
Lombard Englebert. Quackenhboss; of the :
yellow sorts, Coe’s Golden Drop, Gen-icomposed of tiny strips of wood laid
eral Hand, Jefferson, Yellow Eg

are many other excellent varieties. but
Of the | Luen veneered.

chard and

will
cream in the butter.

morning, Mr. Jones.

minded I'm getting ! It must have beem
my wife I kissed. g

less feller.

slippers for Christmas.

Gu.n.!-d especially uTunst draughts of
ould blow across the
roosts. |A cold at this Season’ will take

off flesh more rapidly than cornmeal
can put it on. .

Of course, lice must be kept off by

using kerosene on the roosts and walls,
powder among

and by blowing insect

their feathers if necessary. A little
grease on the back of the head and mn-
darthawmguma.r be needed to dis-
lodge one species of large gray louse
that frequents these points more than
elsewhere, '
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COMMERCIAL PLUM ORCHARD,

In planting g commercial plum orch-
ard, location, varieties and manage-
ment must be well considered. While

the plum is not 80 sensitive .to location
as the peach, it will not bear the feg-
lect which go frequently falls to the
apple. A good elevation is desirable,
but not absolutely essential to sucoess,

provided other conditlons are favorable,
Such as a good soil and thorough drain-
age.

There should be but few varities
1N a commercial orchard, but those sel-

ected should combine size, quality, and

afine appearance. As a rule, blue and

purple plum sell best, as the yellow

varieties are frequently placed on the

mmarket before they are ripe.

A good general list will include the
following: Of the dark kinds,
German Prune,

Lhe above is a good general list,

Japanese plums, Abundance, Burbank,
Bailey, Satsuma and Willard bave been

highly recommended.

Thorough cultivation, early and fre-

quent spraying, and the jarring sheet
for curculio, are necessary to success.

Before the leaves start, go over the o r-
carefully cut out und burn
all black knot. This is impe rative. The

trees should receive what pruninz they

require before the buds start, and the

first spraying should be giveu, just as

the buds are opening. Corn and pota-

toes may be planted in youug orchards,

but when the trees come into bearing,
they should receive the [ull use of the
Never sow wheat or oats among

land.
trees, as they are sure to rob the orch-

ard of more than they return the own-
er.

STREAKY BUTTER.

If the vessel containing the cream is
exposed to the action of the atmosphere
4 part of the moisture will evaporate
& part of the moisture will evaporate,
and a scum or skin will be formed on

Lthe top of the cream. This will be

broken up in the churning and there
be portions of thickened dried
Prevention is

better than any attempt at cure. Let

the cream vessel be covered and by fre-
quent stirring prevent the skin of dried
cremim. The straining of the cream in-
to the churn is also a good means of
keeping specks of thickened cream or
curd from finding their way into the
butter.

Occasionally  butter-makers,

md t utter full of st : at

condition may be due to the retention

of portions of the
mass of the butter.
quart of water for every two gallons
of cream, after the granules of butter
begin tu appear and before the churn-
ing is completed will help to bring
about a speedy and full separation of
the buttermilk.
has been removed th egranular butter
should be washed with cold water. In
summer the tempe :
should be about 55 degrees and in
winter 60 degrees. In the washing the
churn should be revolved a half faster|
than for the churning. :
condition of the butter sometimes re-|
sults from an imperfect mixture of the
salt with the butter. Reworking after
the salt is dissolved will correct that
and care should be taken to use only
fine-grained salt. The presence of the
sa!t, should be perceptible to the taste,
but not to the sense of touch.

buttermilk in the
The addition of a

When the buttermilk

rature of the water

A streaky
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ABSENT MINDED.
The Maid—You forgot to kiss me this

Mr. Jones—Dear me, how absent

——

-

MEANS FOR PUNISHMENT.
Willie—That Bobby Brown is a reck-

Tommy—What's he donef ;
Willie—Gave his mother a pair ef

EAGLE WEARS A VEIL.
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It is hardly an exaggeration to pay
that in every house there is a piano-
forte, and it is mot extravagant to say
that only one person in five hundred
can take the proper care of this in-
strument.

It should be placed in a dry room,
quite away from possible drafts and
not too near a fire. Heat not only
tends to warp and crack the case,
which, being highly inflammable, is apt
to ignite, but any increase or decrease
of temperature affects the strings and
brings them out of tune, exactly as
does excessive dryness or excessive
moisture,

Pianofortes should never be kept
Oopen, either; for dust is just as injur-

ious as dampness, and, in fact, t i
should not be so crowded as to get more i is always ﬂlf enemy to 24 ¢

the great mass
of strings, the merves of the instru-
ment.

An upright pianoforie sounds better

if placed about two inches from the
wall, and sometimes it is an improve-
ment if it is allowed to rest upon glass
blocks,

‘A grand piano should stand with its
curved side to the room, and its plain
side next the wall. Nothing should
i pla.ce{t_ on the pianoforte.

No musical people ever put vases and
ornaments and books upon this shrine
of musie, for they rattle, absorb the
sound, deaden the tone, and worry the
performer., The case and the key
board should be kept free from dust:
To make the polish shine, rub the wood
with an old soft silk handkerchief, and
to clean a pianoforte use warm water,
soap, and a' flannel rag. Wet the
latter, rub it on the soap, and apply
it to the pianoforte, a small portion
of the surface at a time. Wet & Bec-
ond piece of flannel and wipe off the
soap thoroughly, and with a piece of
chamois skin rub the place perfectly
dry. Wipe the keys off with a damp
cloth, followed quickly with a dry one,
and if the ivory has become yellow with
age or usage, this may be whitened by
& good rubbing with fine sandpaper or
moist powdered pumice stone.

Persons who grumble at the expense
of a pianoforte ought to know that the
lostrument is a most complicated piece
of workmanship. A grand pianoforte,
which uppears to be a solid mass, is

togeLher—sometimes twenty layers—
liks a jelly cake, glued together and
The wood has to be
carefully selected and seasoned for
many months and every part is
finished separately, numbered, and
‘.en put together. When the mater-
\als are at hand, six months are occu-
pied to make a good instrument. The
softly padded hammers of felt gener-
ally come from Paris, and are, with all
the rest of the mechanism, Very expen-
sive. Another fact which adds to the
costliness is that no machinery is em-
ployed in a piano factory, for every-
thing must be done by a skilled eye, a
trained mind and careful fingers. The
few hints given above will contribute
greatly toward keeping this represen-
tative of labor and money in good con-
dition.

——

EXACTLY DESCRIBED.

He—What a lovely, fresh complexion
Lavinia Farnell has!
She—Yes; fresh every morning.

me Years ml

Who could imagine that this should be

The place where, in eighteen ninety-three

That white world-wonder of arch and
dome

Should shadow the nations, polychrome...

Here at the Fair was the prize conferred

On Ayer’s Pills, by the world preferred.

Chicago-like, they a record show,

Since they started—g5o years ago.

Ayer’s Cathartic Pills

Lhave, from the time ot their
preparation, been a continuous
success with the public. And
that means that Ayer's Pills
accomplish what is promised
for them; they cure where
others fail. It was fitting,
therefore, that the worid-wide
popularity of these pills should
be recognized by the World's
Fair medal of 1893 — a fact
which emphasizes the cecord:

50 Years of Cures.
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Durham Tannery.

Robe Tanning.

Horse Hides, (ow llides, Dog

SKINS, Ete.,, Tanuned Suitabla
orwRUBES and COATS by the
ned process, which for Finish
an Softness can’t be beat,

SATISFACTICN GUARANTELD —

THOS. SMITH.

N. B—To ensures first-class
hides must be salted as soon ukbtukanm

_l'l'-—_—-__ A e ———

TESTING STEEL BULLETS,

A new method of testing sieel bul-
lets has beem; devised in Germany. The
balls are dropped; from a fixed height
on to a glass plate set at an angle.
If properly tempered they rebound in-
to one receptacle; if they are too soft
they drop into another.

AEBRE LU=

ISINFUL }

ABITS IN YOUTH
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victims are found in all stations of life:—The farm, the
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T reat Standard Awel l'il
- 1. J. ] e 'Q

ustice U, K. Supreme Court.
- . [§ ]
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Sueccessor of the X
“Unabridged."

Standara .
of the E Gov't in §
the |* 1'1anll i, O
uf the 17, 8. Gov't I .
Ing Onfice, the U, X, 8y

Court, all the

Mute Supreme C'onrte,
Aand of pearly all e
Schoolbooks, y
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Warmly
Commended

by State Superintend-
entsa of Rchools, and

other Edueators ;lmost
without wumber.

THE BEST FOR EVERYBODY
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the growth of a word.
5 It is easy to learn what a word means.

. WEBSTER THE STANDARD.

Q The Toronto Globe says ;=

Y _Tha International is rapid] weUIing recognized
A as Lthe inost relialile l-'nl!ﬂrui:.l.rnf> dictionary pa s,
In addition ta flAlling the prin ry tuncton of adies
tionary, the International eontins s vast amonnt of
y #eneral information of great vilne —J an. 1., 1500,

: G.& C, MERRIAM 0., Publishers,
A Springfield, Mass.,, U.S.A.
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giving a fair teial
to Burdock Blood
e D wue

Farmers, Threshers
and Millmen

AT THE BRICK FOUNDR
--WE MAKE .-

Furnace Kettles, Power Staw Cut-
ters, Hot Air Furnaces, Shingle
Machinery, Band Saws, Emery
Machines, hand or power Cresting
Farmers’ Kettles, Columns, Church
Seat Ends, Bed Fasteners, Fencing,

| Desks,

Oct. 2nd, €.

Pump-Makers’  Supplies, Séhool
Fanning Mill Castings
Light Castings and Builders’ Sup
plies, Sole Plates and Points fop
he different ploughs in use. Castin
repairs for Flour and Saw Mills.

--WE REPAIR--

Steam Engines, Horse Powers,

Separators, Mowers, Reapers.
Circular and Cross-Cut

Gummed, Filed and Set.

I am prepared to fill orders for

Saws

ood shingles.

CHARTER SMITH,

DURHAM FOUNDRYMAN

EDGE PROPERTY

FOR S.AX.35

IN THE TOWN OF DURHAN,

County of Grey, including a valuable W

Power, Brick dwelling., and many

ilding lots, will be sold in one or more lots,

Also lot No. 60, Con.2, W. G. o' T
Bentinck, H?l?' mf' Ldjflninsﬂ f‘n'::d’u

plot,

Mortgages taken for part purchase money
Apply to JAMES EDGE,
mﬂmﬂri'-h

A. GORDON

Dealers in Watrhes, Clocks, Jewelry

:tnd flpoctmlaa, Silver an1 Flat Ware
| A

pecialty. Upper Town, Durham,

descriptions, Repairing a

-

LADIES!
XURY OF SECURITY




