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VACHER'S MANIA 70 SLAY,

EXTRAORDINARY CAREER OF TH:
FRENCH MURDERER.

Twenty - Three Assassinations Already
Brought Mome tv Him — uis Record
Wilihout a0 Parelliel in the Annals of
Crime — Danger to society In Allowling
Such Monsters to Run at Large,

There is nothing in modern history
with which to compare the sanguinary

Career of the French slaughterer,

Vacher. The Jack the Ripper mur-
ders in London ten years ago are com-
pletely eclipsed by it, and the revela-
tion is still incomplete. Twenty-three
assassinations have already been
brought home to this biovdthirsty
wretch, and scarcely a day passes that
another is not added to the list. It is
doubtful if the murderer himself
knows the number of his victims. He
nonchalantly tells the story of some
fresh tragedy to the examining Mag-
strate from time to time as the de-
(alls recur to  his diseased mind. In-
vestigalion in each case so far has pro-
iuced full corroboration of the mur-
derer’s parrative. These cases include
several erimes not heretofore discover-
ed, but the vietim’s body has in each
nstance been found where indicated
in a disused well or lonely thicket.
I'be story of this man who killed
merely for the sake of killing, =hould
ve made known throughout Christen-
tom  for it constitutes the most start-
‘ng warning of modern times against
the eruminal folly of turning loose up-
7 society an individual subject to fits
homicidal mania. Vacher, who is
cnly about 25 years old, was a peasant.
wwing pear Lyons. He served his mili-
tary term in a regiment of zouaves,
nd proved so good a soldier that he |
wias made a npon-<commissioned officer.
L was complained of him that he was

BRUTALLY SEVERE

» the recruits under him. A young |°

izan, a member of a renowned French
tamily, tells how Vacher once
l so savagely while drilling him that,
* lest his temper and sprang at the
ung martinet. Luckily for the sol-

abused

— —
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ier, under pretence of minding his

cows, ran away, The ntmngaer. Vach-
er, followed.

“It's bitter cold,” he said when he
came near. “Why don’t you light a

| fire? If you want matches, I can give

}uu H'DIIIE 1]

“I want none,” said the boy, “and
don't be coming after me, but keep
cn the path.”

But Vacher came on, and the boy
kept moving off until he got to the
brow of the hill ,where a man and a
woman were digging. When the
tramp saw them,

HE STOPPED SHORT.

They eyed him also, and thought there
was something wrong about him. The
man was so sure Vacher meant mis-
chiefl that he took up a pltt'hfm‘."l![ to
be ready for the worst. Fhe tramp
=aid;

“This is a horrid country. The peo-
ple are worse than dogs. [ have heen
fasting for two days and nobody has
offered me a erust. He had, not
twenty minutes before. murdered Ro-
sine. the l4-year-old sister of young
Rodier, but her body was not found
until a week later.

At another time three or four wo-
men in turn escaped him. A Mme.
Marchand has identified Vacher as a
man who atlacked her on the road
near Lyons at Easter, 1895, She was
returning {rom market, where she had
sold some oranges, and a man came
behind her and seized her by the
throat. She struggled violently, man-
anegd to scrateh her assailant’s face and

reached her her assailant fled. Three
other women were attacked in the
same way that afterncon, hut were
able to escape in a similar manner.
Vacher's most prominent victim was
the Marquis de Villeplaine, who was
killed while walking in his park in
southwestern France, not far Trom

| the Spanish frontier. The murderer |

crept up behind him felled him by a

. blow on  the h-ad with a heavy stick

and then eut b's threcat. The murder-
er carried off his virtim’s coat and a
portfolio. containing some Fanknotes,
Vacher went to Spain soon after this
murder.

One of his more recent erimes. which
might never have bren kncwn but for
the murderer's %toastful wvolunteered

a boy of 16 named Bully near Lyons
n June last. The boy was

A NOTORIOU'S POACHER
and chicken steaier, so that his disap-
pearance was made little account of.
Vacher told the magistrate that he
met PFully en the high road and des-

'r his companicns seized him before

* had sueceeded in striking his 1|rr~!
entor, otherwise court-martial iill.[ll
entence to death for assaulting an |
tlicer might have been his fate under |
w slern laws of military disecipline |
i France |

Hul ”t *re Was no -~u--;-.-.mn or groun |

r suspiweton of Vacher's -.dmn at that f
Jn t after completing his ser-
N r } . s 111 - - -
vice, vacher was ill in hospital for

eral weeks I'uring his confine-
'nt, he attempted to blow out his !
rains with a revelver, and he still
irries the bullet scmewhere inside his |
skull. The shot recurrent |
s0 violent a char-

produced
s of insanity of
witer that he was e

nfined for some
asylum at Ih}lr.i
Ur. Gibert, the well-known expert in |
nental diseases says that the ilh}'ﬁi—|
ins at the asylum released Ts_h'hw',|
theugh they knew he was not fit |

tume at the 'wpatic

it be at large., becays~ Lhey were |

virarl of an outery in the press against
the arbitrary confinement of a citizen
inder the pretext that he was insane.

Fhat was three years ago. Since that
tune Vacher has wandered through

he ¢ 111tr'-. districts of France, leav-

1 verywhere a trail of blood, but |

1n iu 'tected, even unsuspected, until by |

ere chance be was canght almost red- |
nanded near Lyons about three weeks |
ggo.  Most of his vietims were shep-
herd boys and girls, whom he found |
tending their flocks in lonely fields or [
‘0 hillsides, but sometimes he killed |
nen and women. In each case, hel
'med seized with a fremzy wafter | '
riking down his viclim, and eut and |
sta=heqd and often dismembered the |
ody. He told the Magistrate one day
that he considered himself a scourge
ent by providence to afflict humanity., |
lut his motive was often more ration-

!l and sordid. One man he killed be-

12e his victim wore

A CLEAN-LOOKING SHIRT.
which Vacher coveted.
vilmits, he killed
cioney and food.

I'be murderer was alwavs remarka-
hiy elever in shifting suspicion from

im sell. Two years ago he killed a |

epherd boy on a country road a
few miles from Iiun‘- He hacked the
bedy almost into pieces, and then strol-
led on. Within a few minutes the mu-
tilated corpse was discovered and there
was immediate search for the murder-
er in all directions. A gendarme
mounted on a bicyele soon overtook
Vacher and called upon him to pro-
duce his papers. He readily handed
over his discharge from the zouaves
15 a non-commissioned officer.

“Why, that's my regiment,” exclaim-
ed the gendarme. “I am huntmg a

man who has just cut a boy's throat.
ﬂwp you seen any suspicious charac-
ter as you came along?”

"Oh, yes,"” responded the murderer
without the least sign of discomposure.

"l saw a man running across the fields
to the north about a mile back.” And
the gendarme hurried off after the
imaginary culprit.

Occasionally by some lucky ehance a
victim escaped him. A boy of 13 nam-
ed Rodier was herding cows near Cler-
mont Ferrand one day in October, a
year ago, when he saw an nglr-lmb
ing. grinning fellow wapproach. He

Sometimes, he
Lecause he needed

was a tramp, poorly dressed, and car-
riadlbucmhhhlnkudlhuvy
stick in his hanc mwm&iﬁt-

s i e :*u-lr-- --.‘.----wﬁ-"""" i e

| into a well on the premises,

| lated ccuntry,
in an almest wholesale way, and vet

patched him in an unocccupied house
where Lhey wenit fto pass the night,
He spent some hours in cutting th» |
hody to pieces, and fln..l.”\ threw it |
Parts of |
the remains have now been recovere:d |
by following Vacher's []lrmlmn'-'.

This extracrdinary eriminal is =ane
encugh under nl[hl"l’:rj.
and therein, of course, lies the danger
to societv from ereatures with such |
' prepensities. The most disgusting fea-

| the fact that a eriminal, =sane or in-

| sane, should be able to go about for

three years in a civilized, well-popu-
taking life at will and

he c¢o m wratively free from the
agents of the law,

_‘—__-h-*-ﬂ-f———'-r—

PRE-HISTORIC IRISII CANOE.
A Goat Thoeusands of Years 015, Perhaps |
Discovered in a Beg.

A curious discovery has been made |

in the townland of Kilbrenan, in the
parish of Moviddy, near the road lead-
ing from Bandon to Cookstown. A
farmer was reclaiming some bog
land, and in sinking a drain came up-
on what appeared to be the trunk of

ohservation |

succeeded in finally screaming. Sever- | 28NSt

al persons heard her. but hefore they |

description of it, was the killing of |

. a veritable gamp.

| ture of the whole frightful record is |

ABOUT THE FIRST UMBRELLA.

Almost 1580 Years Age Jonas Hanway Car-
" rhed One in Londoen,

The wumbrella is a comparatively

modern feature of European civiliza- |.

tion. :

In 1750 Jonas Hanway, & Quaker,
first went through the streets of Lon-
don carrying an umbrella. Three years
from now, in 1900, it will be meet to
celebrate the sesquicentennial of this
most useful implement.

As this is an age of celelration, it
is not likely that so good an opportun-
ity will be missed. Already in London
they are discussing the proper manner
of doing homage to the umbrella.

Mr. Hanway was & man of strong
character, but it required all his cour-
age to brave the London crowd, with
his strange rain shield. The inhabi-
tants of that great metropolis received
him with jeers and even more substan-
tial marks of disapproval. But he was
imperturbable, and in consequence of
his example the umbrella came very
rapidly into general use.

Hanway had travelled much in the
East, and there he had noted the great
benefits derived by the natives from
the umbrella, both as a protection

THE SUN AND RAIN.

The East, with its infinitely older civ-
ilization, has been familiar with this,
as with many other useful articles,
at a time when Europe was sunk in the
wildest savagery.

Umbrellas were known to the Egyp- '
tians and were certainly used by the |
ancient Hindoos. The umbrella 1s |
mentioned in a pvem ol Sakuntala, |
written in the sixth century, and it |
figures in various bas-reliefs among
the Nineveh sculptures discovered by
Sir Henry Layard. ‘TlLe Chinese ' Book
of the Rites of Tcheon,” printed about
the year 300, conta’ns a description of
a veritable gamp. And it is on recrod
And it 1s on record |
that when the son of the Emperor of |
(China was captured in the second Tar-
tar invasion he was made to carry the
umbrella ol the Tartar chief when he
went out hunting.

The parasol was invariably carried |
| by the high-bred dames in ancient

| Lareece, and a white parapline was
horne |1}, the priestesses of the goddess
Athene in the annual Scirophoria. The ;
| fashion migrated also to Rome, where
the umbraculum carried by the women
and even by some of the men, was |

MADE OF LEATHER, |

o — e ———— o —

' and could be ojwned and shut. This

fact is mentioned by Martial, Juvenal |
and Ovid ; while the latter also speaks
of “a gol 1rn uml,rl-lm which warded '
off the keen sun.' .

In Siam the umbrella bhas always
Leen regarded as a mark of distine-
tion. and M. de Loubere, in his work
on that country, tells us how the use
of the umbrella was only granted to
certain of the King's subjects, The |
King was invariably protected in luu.'

| progresses by an umbrella appearing |

| as three separate protections agamqt

B
|

!

r
|

an oak tree 2 feet beneath the sur-]_
face. On further examination he|

found that it was an ancient Irish

cance. It is composed of bog oak and

was made from the section of the trunk |
of a huge oak tree, hollowed out at

the center; it is of one piece, no nails
having been used in the construction,
The length is about 15 feet 10 inches,
the breadth is 2 feet 8 inches, while
the depth is about 1 funt 3 inches, and
the sides are about 2 1-2 inches thick.
It would accommodate three or four
persons, and was probably used for

fishing. Externally it is of a dark-!
brown color, but underneath the sur-
face it is quite black, and the wood !
is extremely hard. There are two cur-
ious grooves about 6 inches in diame-
ter at both the bow and the stern, ex-!
tending from the gunwales to the |
keel, but it is not easy to surmise what
purpose they served.

Canoes of this kind bave heen discov-
ered in other parts of Ireland, andi
it is not known to what period of his- |
tory they belong, but there are many |
indications that this boat had lain in |
its late position for some thnuaanda|
of years. At present there is no lake
in the vicinity, and the place on which |
it was found is on a slope of a hill; |
but it is probable that there was once |
a lake a mile and a half in ecircum- |
ference, as the land close by fnrmn!
a kind of basin with an amphitheater |
of hills, and at one end there is a nar-
row gorge which may have served tn|
drain the lake. Within 3 yards of the |
place where the canoe was found is |
one of those circular mounds of stones |
and cinders, about 12 yards in diame-
ter. which are found in Ireland, and of
which there are three or four in the
locality. What these mounds were
used for, is not known, but it is sup-
posed that they were either connected
with dwelling houses or else were used |
for sacrificial purposes. It is probable,
however, that the canoe and the mound
belonged to the same age and people.

Every soldier in the Frenchl army who
can play upon a muiﬂ.l instrument
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stick, one over the other.

Fifty Years Ago.

Who could imagine that this should be

The place where, in eighteen ninety-three

That white world-wonder of a~ch and
dome

£hould shadow the nations, polychrome..

Ilere at the Fair was the prize conferred

On Ayer's Pills, by the world preferred.

Chicago-like, they a record show,

Since they started—350 ycars ago-.

Ayer’s Cathartic Pills

L.ave, -rcm the time ot their
nreparation, been a continuous
cuccess with the publie. And
tnat means that Ayer's Pills
accomplish what is promised
for them; they cure where
others feil. It was fitting,
therefore, that the wo:id-wide
popularity of these pills should
be recognized by the World's
Hair medal of 1825 —a fact
which emphasizes the record:

50 Years of Cures.

Durham Tannery.

Robe 'i'ﬂ,nnlng

forse Hides, Cow Hides, Dog

SKINS, Ete.,, Tanued Saitable
orw2AUBES and COATS by the

ned process, which for Finish
an Softness can't be beat.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED —

THOS. SMITH.

N. B.—~To ensurea first-class job t
h.ldumulthn-.ltadumntl.hm

T T— — —_—

the weather had been mounted on one
Tavernier
speaks in his “Voyage to the East,”
of the throne ol the Great Mogul Le-
ing supported on either side by an um-
brella. The princes of the Mahratta
provinces in India bore the title of
Chatrapti, lord of the umbrella : while
in Ava, to thiq present day the title
of the ruler is “King of the White Ele-
phant and Lord of the Twenty-Four
Umbrellas.”
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| Farmers, Threshers
and Millmen

AT THE BRICK FOUNDR
-- WE MAKE --

Furnace Kettles, Power Staw Cut-
ters, Hot Air Furnaces, Shingle
Machinery, Band Saws, Emery
Machines, hand or power ; Cresting
IFarmers’ Kettles, Columns, Church
Seat Ends, Bed Fasteners, Fencing,
Pump-Makers’  Supplies, School
Desks, Fanning Mill Castings
Light Castings and Builders’ Sup-
plies, Sole Plates and Points for
he different ploughs in use. Castin
repairs for Flour and Saw Mills.

-- WE REPAIR--

Steam Engines, Horse Powers,
Separators, Mowers, Reapers.
Circular and Cross-Cut Saws
Gummed, Filed and Set,

I am prepared to fill orders for

ood shingles.

CHARTER SMITH,

DURHAM FOUNDARYMAN :

EDGE PROPERTY

FOR SAYT.E

IN THE ToWN OF DURMAN,

County of Grey, including a valuable W

Power, Brick durall[mr and maay elegible
h:ludmg lots. will be ﬂn'[d inonoor more lots,
Also lot No. 60, Con. 2, W, G. R., Township of

Bentirck, 100 m.rm, ndJamiug Town plot,
Durham,

Morigages taken for part purchase money

Apply to JAMES EDGE,
Oct. 2nd, —a (Edge Hill,

A. GORDON

Dealers in Watrhes, Clocks, Jewelry
and Spectacles, Silver and1 Flat Ware
of all descriptions, Repairing a
pecialty. Upper Town, Darham.
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