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CHAPTER VI.

It was some time before Phiip could
make up his mind whether or no he
Would attend his tryst with Hilda. In
the first pince, be felt that it was an
unsafe proceeding generally, inasmuck
a8 moonlight meetings with so lovely
4 person mught, shouldl they come to
the know!edge of Miss Lee, be open to
misconstruction ; and partécularly be-

cause, should she show the least tend-
erness toward Mim. he knew o h]":
beart that he coulid not trust hlmae.‘ :
however murh he might be engaged 1=
another direction. At twﬁntf'_‘mfa_t'hﬂ
affectiens cannot. be outraged with ";‘;;
punity, but have an awkward way
Asserting themselves, ties of honor not-
withstanding, :

But as a rule when in our 1?'5'3'*"“"' “:
wish to do anything, that ti'_unuz lI'llﬂ:-
be bad indeed if we cannot find a sa
I:drﬂu'tnr_i.* excuse for doing it; and so
It was with Phiiip. Now, thought :Iﬂ

; ¥ g ]
to himsef, would be his opport u,nll.‘li"l }1
inform Hilda pf his relations “;J[_.
Maria Lee, and to put an Erld_t{"' |T
flirtation with her; for ostensibly a
any rate, it was nothing more than a
very serious firtation—that is to say,
- . R o
ihough there had been words of love,
and even on her part a passionale
avowal of affection. wrnng In an un-
3
guarded moment from the depthas ol
her proud heart, there had been no
formal engagement. Tt was a thing
that must be done, and now was L ey
time to do it. And so he made up his
mind to o,

But when, {hat night, he found him-
=e.f citting in the appointed place, and
wailting for the coming of tae woman
s was about to discard, but whom he
wved with all the intensity of his fierce
nature, he began to view the maftter in
other lights, and to feal his resolution
oozing from him. Whether it was the
sience of the place that told upon his
"erves, sirained as they were with ex-
pectation—for silence, wund mMore es-
pecially silepce by night, is a great un-
veLer of realities—or the dread of hit-
ter mwords, or the Prescience of the
sharp pang of parting—for he knew
encvugh of Hilda to know that, what
he had to say once eaid, she would trou-
e him no Imore—whether it was these
things, or whatever it was that af-
fected him, he Erew most unaccount-
aldy anxious and depressed. More-
over, in this congeniad condition of the
atmosphere of his mind, a1 its darker
and hidden characteristics sprung in-
Lo a vigorous growth. Superstitions
and presentiments crowded in upon
bim. Pa veopled this surroundings
with the shades of intangibtie deeds that
yet awaited doing, and grew afraid of
his own t houghts, He would have
fed from the spot, but he could pot
Ly; he could only watch the flicker
of the moontight upon the peaceful
Focd beside him, and—wuait,

At npt ghe came with quick and
anxioud stepe, and, thiough but a few
minutes Yefore he bad dreaded her
coming, he now welcomed it eagerly.
For our feellngs, of ‘whatever sort,
when directed toward each other, are
S0 superficial as compared with the in-
lensity of owr fears when we are ter-
rified by calamity, or the presence,
real or fancied, of the uoknown, that
In any moment of emergency, more
especialy if it be of a mental kind,
We are apt to welrome our worst
CHemy as a drowning man we Lomes
A Apar.

AL lest " he said, with a mgh of
reciefl. “How late you are!"

“I eouid not get away. There were
STOS PeOpe 1o dinuer ;" and then, in
softened voice, * How pa.e you look!
Are you it _ _

“No, only a litile tired.”

After this there was Bience, and the
Falr stood fag ing ome another, each o
cupied with their own thoughts, and
each dreading to put them into words.
Onee Philip made a Leginning of speech
tut his voice faied bhim : the beating
of his heart seemed tu choke his utter-
id ™,

At length she leaned. as though for
Bupport, agatost the trunk of a pine
tree, in the bough of which the night-
breeze was whispering, and Bpoke in
a4 coud clear voice.

“You asked me to meel; you here to-
night. Have you anything to
Say to me? No, do pot speak | per-
hays I had better speak first. |
bave pomething to BAy to you, and
whkit I have to siay may miluence what-
ever I8 in yvour mind, Listen ; you re-
member what passed between us near-
‘¥ a month ago, when [ was 80 weak
48 1o bt youu see how much I loved
you §{*°

Philip bowed his head in assent.

“Very good. I have come here tp-
night, not to Five yom any ‘over's
meetng, but to tell you thht no such
words must be spoken agam, and that
I am about to make it impossible that
they should be spoken either by you
or by me, 1 am fung away from here,
never, I hope, to return.” :

_Going away ! he gasped. “"Whent"

Here was the very thing he hoped
for coning to pass, and yet the words
that shouel have bean so ful] of com-
fort  feld upon him cold as ice, and
strurk him into misery,

“When ! why, to-morrow morning. ‘A
re.ation of mine is il ip Germany, the

on.y one T have. ; pever saw him and |
vare nothing for him, bt it will give
ine a pretext, and, once gone, [ sha'}
Not return. I bave tolld Maria that mock them,
I must go. She cried about it, Foor lof joy to earth

girs

. : d whose haughty p::idﬂ "
 ately udnl;:izl:l i;ni“' mnr!ll ci}nl;mnﬁ: earthi
i gentle love.
. . seizing
immediately with-

You knpow

| was to
' than all
"“"Hiida, do
ber hand, which
drew; “do not l(eave me.
bow I love you !
“And wl:rf

| coupls turned

should I not leave you,

supposing i true that you
‘Il'; tn{;;aﬂmt. I love you,

to endure ihe |
ing mrﬂ the
rman companion, who no- '
Gh?Lt. her he.nulzj'. put aside in fav- i
another whom I alko love ! |
and bid masta{. nn:;i l
- what is your purpose towa
| mBIhh;m in-{end to try to take
of my infatuation to ma.kﬂ
- me your mistress? It is, I am toud,
thing for such proposa’s to
to n my positéon,
for wealthy
f w0, abandon
Philip, that I
n eo disgrace my
to gratify myse.f.
-woving English do not' |
of ‘race unless the

me are rieth ; but we b 1 ) s
ourh you would think it | "85 not without her troulies, For

| one thingfhpr busband’'s fits n:;.fl nlmmii-

an | 188 and fretfub anxiet troubled her,
WA not be proud of an | and led her, possessed aj; she was with
& more than ordinary share of WO n-
.Y shrewdness, to suspect that he was
. hiding something frem her, But
. what chiefly vexed her prowd nature
Was the necessity of conceament, aneg |
all its attendant retty falsehoods and
supterfuges, [t Was not pleasant fon
Hilta Caresfoot 1o have to pass as Mrs.
Roberts, and to he carefuf! not toshowe
herself in public places in the day-
time, where there Was a possibiiity of
her being eeen by any one who migho
recognized in her striking figure the
‘ady who had lived with Miss Lee in
Marshire. It Was not. pleasant to her
o be obliged to reply to Maria Lee's
affectionate letters, full as they were
of entreaty for her return, by epistleg '
that had to bhe forwarded, to g country !
Lown in a remote distmct of Germany
| o be posted, and which  werg
| in themselves full of lies that, however
wiite they might havye seemed ypdep
all the circumstances, she felt in her
conscience to he very black indeed. In
short, there was in their union none
of that sensa of finality and of B -
curity that is, under vrdinary cirenm-
stances, the distinguiﬁhing mark of
marriage in this country ; it partook
rather of the pature of an illicit con-
| nection,
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advantage
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- of setting detective officers to work to
discover his Whereabouts. From this
letter, it ippeared, indeed, that his
Cousin George had already been dijs-
patched to London to look for him, and
on reference to the ball-porter he dis-

Covered that a gentleman answering to
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do, now
Wasa gone.
on the game,” she mused; '
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but mine is g
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Kiss me now, There,
In another
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CHAPTER VII
Nothing oceur

o plan
and Phi;

y Hilda
 laterfere with the business of |ife. Re-

h_.&t these words, aim rarlrlliectiﬂn of | of
= Purpose passed out of Phi 'S mind:
all be realized wus that ui::lm he
COouLn aiter her determimmtion, he was
about to lose the Womanl he so passion-

20
cura
l-ut.dbythﬂhrk

Then fo bried iod
dﬂﬂri:nmm‘a!sm thie ﬂdm lod
ings, dingy, and stuffy as they were in
the height of the hot mtmmer, into an

Y paradise, a gardemn of Eden, in-
to which, alhs! the serpent had no
need to seek an entrance. But, aa
was netural, when the first glory of
reaized happiness };ﬁg bag:g:n;g to

ir horizon, oung
- ﬂ:;;mlru to considen
their position, and found in it, mut-
ually and severally, many things that
did not please them. For Philip, in-
deed, it wag full of anxieties, for he

had many complications to deal yith.

First there was his secret engagement
Maria Lee, of which, be i remem-

awkward affair for a married man to
hiave upon his hands. Then there was
the paramount need of keeping his
marriage with Hikla as secret as the
dead, to gy nothing of the necessity
of his Aving for the most part away
| from his wife., Indeed, his only con-
solation was that he had plenty of
noney on which to ‘port her, in-
asmurh as his father had, from the
date of hig leaving Oxford, mede him
an adowance of ope thcusand a year.,

Hilda wad begun to discover that she

At the end of 3 forinight of wedded

bliss all these little things had begnn
to make themselves felt, and in trath
they were
evils. For one afternoon, Philip, for
| the first time since his wedding, tore
himself away from his wife's side, and
been recently elected. Here he found
no less than three letters from hig
father, the first requesting hig re-
Lurn, the second Commanding it in ex-
ceplionally polite language, and the
| third—whieh, written in mingled anxi-
ety and anger, had Just arrived—cool-
ly announcing his parent’s intentjon,

but the commencement of |

hould he not hear of him by return.

S description had already inquired

Cursing his own fnJ]j- i not having’

kept up some communication with his
father, he made the best of his way
back to his lodgings to find Hilda wait-
ing for him somewhat disconsolately.

am glad you have come back,

love,” she said drawing him toward her
till his dark cyrls mingled with her
own fair locks, and kissing him upon

forehead., ‘| have missed you,

dreadfully. j don’'t understand how ]
can have lived all these Years without
you."

“I am afrajd, dear, you will have to

' live without me for awhile now : lis-
ten ;" and he
had Just received.

- |
read her the letters Le

. Bhe listened altentively tiil he had

{inished.

" What are wou going to <o #" she

rriage | aaked, with §0me anxiety im ler voice,
bear ancther |
If you | at once.”

“ Dot why of course | must -9 home

And what am I to do#” ;
“Well, 1 don't know ; I suppo-+ that :

You must stop here.”

" That will be pleasant for e, will f

it not "

"' No, dear, it will be pleasant for

| neither you ner me; bul vhat can |
do? You know the man my father is
o dead with : if I stop here in defian-e
Of his wishes, especially as he has been
anxious about me, thers is no knowing
| what might happen. Remember, Hil'q
that we have (o daal with (reorge, who.o |
whole life is devoted to Eecret endeav-
OTS Lo supplant me. If I were l“'gil“;
: 7y

L such an opportunity as 1 shou

Stopping away now, 1 should deserve |
all lgot, or rather all I did not get.” |

Hilda sighed and acquiesced ; had she !

heen a softer-minded woman she world
have wept and relieved her feelin s, |
| but she was pot sott~-minded. And : .
| before the post went out, he wrote .

! affectionat

pressing his sorrow at the latter's anx- |
lety and at his own negligence at not
having written to him, the fact of the
Inatter being,

¢ letter to his father, ex. |

he said, that he had been |
Liken up wirh visiting some of his Ox-

| ford friends and had not till that af-
ternocon leen near his club to look for !
letters. He would, bowever, he added, |
. Telurn on the morrow, and make his
- apelogies in person. |

This letter he handed to his wife to !
I'ead.

Do you think that will do?" he

asked, when she had finished.

“Oh, yes!” she replied with a touch l

of her old sarcasm, it js g tuuaiﬁr-[

piece of falsshood.”

Philip looked very angry, and fumed
and fretted, but he made no reply, and |
on the following morning he deparied
to Bratham Abbey. j

~ Ah, Philip, Philip I”" said his father
under the mellow influence of i
fourth plaps of port, on the night of

' his arrival. “ [ xpow well enough what

kept you up in town. Well, well, |
don’t complain : oung men will
young men ; but don’t let these affairs

member Maria [ee, my boy; you have

. Serious interests in that direction, in-
the ' terests that must not be trifled with,
completely | j

of acity
and the wine iv - ng at his heart for

interests that | have a right to expect
you will not trifle with.”
BHis son made no reply, but sipped his
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