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ue Accountof a Russian Hoeror.

I

Michael Alexandroff, called Mischa  the devout peasant thought that most |

for short, was one of the regular train

hands employed at Kornoff. This bad |

been a red-letter day with him—suspen-
gion of work since noon, double pay and
the unique experience of seeimg a real
live Princess! Ah, that was worth cel-
ebrating. So, before going to his cab-
in, he purchased a quarter of a liter
of wodki and a bag full of ginger-bread
for Maschinka. Poor little Maschinka,
ahe doted on gingerbread, and got her
fill of it only once or twice a yearT.

They had been married sever months
and already owned a little cabin where
they lived—the cabin, a table, cupboard,
bench and a bed. More still. The gild-
ed shrine that occupied the place of hon-
or on the principal wall of their hut,
was all paid for. And how did this
come about ? Mischa had given up wodkl
as a steady diet when he took unto
himself a wife, .and if the little strang-
er they expected soon was a boy, he
would give it us entirely. Yes, indeed,
he would.

When Mischa got home be was a lit-
tle the worse for liquer and full of
talk and nonsense, “I've seen a real
Princess,” he said, " and what 18 more
ghe has seen me. She came to the win-
dow to do i, and pointed me out to
the Governor."

is victim's throat, this sign from
ﬂaﬂi accomplished in an instant, for

| patural occurrence nothing short of a

wonder. ; L '
Indeed. to his mind, it voiced God's

own stern injunction, " Thou shalt not
kill.” g

Mischa raised his knees from the fall-
en man's breast. He stood up silent-
ly, his arms and hands hanging down,

} His eyes, still bloodshot, 80

uschkin found no difficulty in hand-
.?uf{ing the giant, though the unhappy
' fellow knew full well that his last hour
of freedom had passed, probably forever,
ht those
ot his beloved, good-natured Mascha ly-
ing on the ground, her head in a pool
of blood that steadily increased. Great
Gol! they were closed. Was she dead?
‘Mirhael felt as if his own life was
ebbing away. A feeling of unwonted

him. He would have fallen if a vig-
orous kick applied by the spurred boot
of the police lieutenant bad not re-
called his senses. f

A few seconds aflterwards the three
mem were on the highroad to the sta-
tion house. None had made an at-
lempt te rouss Lhe unconscious wife,
who was soom to become a mother |
Mischa was too dazed to do it, Duschkin
dared not take his eves from the pris-
oner, Schelinsky would not allow a bu-
mane sentiment to interfere with what
he considered his duty.

The neighbors, of course, were con-

scivue of what had happened, having
witnessed the affair from the windows,

' but though Maschinka was now alone,

1

. eriminal, perbaps a pihilist, was quite

none was bold enough to come to her
aid. That red-haired Michael was &

clear to his former [(riends; and they

|
“You are a liar, Mischa,” cried the | also kmew that to assist “that scoun-

young woman with geod-natured blunt-

peas—"“ why should such great people ring the displeasure,

want to look at yout”
“1 don’t know, I'm sure, but perhaps

drel’s” wife, was tantamount to 1ncur-
or even the sus-
picions, of the authorities. Ah, if
there were noeavesdiroppers, no informs-
ers about, every cne im the crowd would

! r AT but
they were attracted by my new boots, | have been only too eager to help, 1
& i M - A tin
1 had polished them till I could see my | as things were it woula te like Im\{'l;ilg

face in them."

Jangh; but inasmuch as you breught

me gingerbread, allow me to eal it in
peace.”

They sat down together, she munch- | her busimess.

ome's head into the noose.

' drimking, or in court, no one is master
“‘Pabaw, you just want to make me  of his tongue.

“Goa will assist her, for he is gracl-
- ous,” whispered men and woimen among
 themselves.  Then making the sign
of the cross, each weny about his or
Iu the cabin all was

ing with every evidence of relish, he | quiet as death. From time to time a

watching her white teeth work.and sip- | 4ToP of blood cozed from

poor
chinka's wound to join' the g pool

ping from his bottle. They were the | (141 was eating its way into the boards,
picture of contentment. Suddenly the jbut the element of dying life ebbed
door was opened with a crash. The po- iHIGWEr and slower. Omne of the neigh-

lice lieutenant and Duschkin entered
noisily. '

“We are looking for you, Michael
Alexandroff.”

Husband and wife jumped wup. "It

must be a mistake, gracious master,” |
added: " My |

eried both, and Mischa
passport is in order, master; I have
paid my taxes, though they were ex-
tremely heavy. Still, ¥ paid them.”
‘*No need of telling me that you find

no pleasure in giving the Emperor what |

is the Emperor’'s. We know all about

you, rascal. Have you any printed or
written matter in your cabin? Better

confeas, for we will surely find every-
thing."”

read nor write."”
“That's a moth-eaten excuse, which
may be reversed under pressure ol the

bors asserts that omly 'once, towards
night, a vague noise broke the awful
! stullpess that hovered over the unhappy
roof. The listener thought she bad
heard the name “Mascha—Mischa,” pro-
' noumced once or twice.

111,

When the police came next morning
to agaim inspect the premises and
-search for hiddem evidences of lawless-
- ness, they found only a dead body hold-
ing im the right band a small much
worn crucifix.

Had any of the folks living near dar-
‘ed proffer assistance after all, and,
finding all earthly vanished, fix-
ed the symbol of the promised land be-
tween the fingers of the dying woman ?

Duschkin might perhaps have en-

lightened his brother officers. _It. *':a.'ill
' be remembered that during his first

“ (3 . me, ter—I can neither
God save me, maste .“'ﬂ"iki, and de 1t 'hﬂﬂ'[if for future

knout. Meanwhile, you, Duschkin, try’

and rout out the stuff; if there be

any suspicious articles we must find
them. Search well, and spare not their
rags.”

The officer executed the order to the
letter, leaving no piece of fuarniture,
or firewood, either, unturoed, throw-
ing the contents of the cupboard and
bed on the floor, and ripping up the
matiress despite Mascha's wailings. Of
eourse, he found nothing, nothing ex-
cept the half-emptv wodki bottle. and
this he placea careiully out of sight.

“Nothing to be found, master Lieu-
tepant.”

“Never mind, they probably have

roofs enough in St. Petersburg, any-
Kov tr transport him for life. Now

handcuff the scoundrel, but so that he
feels it. Quick.”

“Great God,” eried the woman ; “par- |

don him, little father, whatever he has
done bhe cannot have sinned much, or
I, his constant companion, would know
it. Release him, gracious master, for
this time only. All we own in this
world shall be rs.”

Schelinsky looked down upon the
Kneeling Mascha, as if she was a dog
awailting punishment. His eyes swept
the disordered room contemptuously.

“Don't lick my boots, lm.;r%age!" e
eried, "“ and consider yourself lucky if
I de not report you for offering bribes
to the police. Duschkin, 1 order you a
second time, {o hurry.”

Mascha’s tears flowed freely. Inspite
of Schelinsky's haughty injunction, she
embraced lis knees again and again,

and kissed his dirty- boots, erying aloud |

for merecy.
White with rage the uniformed brute

tried to shake off the miserable crea-
ture, but Mascha hupng on, until, fin-
ally, beside himself with fury, Schelin- |

sky struck her a fearful blow that sent
her reeling toward the floor. In falling
the poor giri struck her head against
a corner of the iron bedstead. A
stream of blood gushed from the wound
in her temple and she sank down with
a low moan, unconscious.

Michael until then bhad remained
seemingly apathetic and silent. But see-
ing his wife maltreated, all his manhood
rese to ferocious exasperation.

With a ery of anguish and defiance
he clutched his long arms round the
officer's waist, lifted him a few feet and
flang the body beavily on the floor,
simultaneously throwing himself on his
prostrated enemy and throttling him.

At that moment, the saint's shrine,

an inch or two,
. what no could
viz., loosening Mischa's iron grip

visit he discovered a bottle containing

use, no doubt. That bottle was gone,
and Duschkin did not search for ii—
certainly a suspicious circumstance.
Maschinka’s body was carried to the
station, and from there to the cemetery.
TI'he master of police swore great, big
oaths when he found he bhad to bury
her. There was no appropriation for
such purposes, and it made necessary
a4 lot of writing and reporting.
Michael Alexander’s commitment wWas
made out the same might. It read as
follows : |
“By order of his Excellency, the Gov-
ernor General:
“Send to the Peger-Paul fortress.
“Guard carefully; treat severely.
“Special reason: Murdercusly as-
sawlted the officer commanding the ar-

. Test.”

“"Well,"” said the sublieutenant Iin
whose custody Mischa was to make the
journey, “in conformity with regula-
tioms 1 ought to chain/ you to the car,
but I will not act meanly. Just put
your hand im your pocket and sce whal
there is in it."”

“They have cleaned me out at the
station,” replied Mischa, with a sad
smile. “Even my boots they toog away
claiming they were, in all pr_[.-tmhlht}'.
limed with revolutionary literature.
The sergeant gave me these sandals in
return before I was brought to the de=
polL. '

““All that emphasizes the seriousness
of your case.” said the sublieutenant
sternly. “If those fellows in Kornoff
were not sure that you will never have
occasion to testify against them, they
would not have treated you so badly.”
Then turning to the guards, the official
shouted: “Chaim the scoundrel to the
bench, and keep him short, and who-
ever talks to hi one single word will
renew nrquaimam-e with my corpor-
al's cane.’ :

This bard usage was far frown galling
to Mischn. Simce be had been torn
from the bosom of his beloved wife—left
her in agomy, dying, perhaps., on the
floor, a feeling of unutterable distress
had overcomne himm. It pemetrated to
his soul and numbed his senses. Ab-
solute quiet was all he craved.

(To Be Continued.)

SOUNDS.
When you are walking in a very
t place and hear a faint sound

rom afar, you wonder how great the
distance 18 beiween. The whistle

of a locomotive is heard 3,300 yards
through the air; the noise of a rail-
way train, 2800 yards; the Tre-
port of a musket and the bark
of a dog, 1800 vards; an orchestra
or the roll of a drum, 1,600 yards; the
baoman voice reaches to a distance of

irresolution and exhaustion crept over

A MAN WITH THIRTEEN WIVES.

i
A Dozen of Them Will Swear Agalust Him,
Bui the Last One Remains True.

There is imcarcerated in the Spring-
field, I11., Jail a man who has umdoubt-
edly earned for himself the title of the
champion polygamist of the nineteenth
century. His pame is William Six,
and be is held awaiting trial on a
charge of bigamy. Bix succeeded in
marrying o frequently within the
past 12 months that the local authori-
ties have found 13 Mrs. Sixes. Most
of the women are in Missouri, but there
are a few im Kansas and several in In-
diama. 8Six is known to have been in
the Indian Territory for some time,
but this section of the country has not
been heard fromm. One of Six's wives
im Missouri writes that her husband
bad six wives living and undivorced
when he married her.

Six was arrested several weeks ago
at the instance of the irate brothers
of his last wife. ©She was Miss Kate
Hornung, living at Berry, I1l., and the
daughter of a well-to-do farmer,

When he had spent

ALL HIS WIFE'S MONEY
He trizd to sell her horse and buggy.
When all the money was gone Six be-
came repentant and permitted his
wife to take him to her father's home.
The bride's brothers learpned that Six

| hailed froem Missouri, and they wrote

there and learned his real character.
Six left the house one night, Mre. Six

had him arrested at Logansport, Ind.
Several days after his arrival at
Berry, Sheriff Baxter begam receiving

letters from all parts of the Western
country from women who claimed Six
ar their legal busband. One letter
from a Mrs. Six at. Lamar, Mo., stated
that two days after she married Six
he left her, takimg with him $100 of
her momey and a gold watch. Amnoth-
er letter from Missouri stated that Six
had married a woman near Joplin, and
lived with her a short time and left.
Still another letter from a Mrs. Six
in Kansas read that Bix left her last
December, after living with her a
week. He took her borse and buggy
with him and $50 in money. Up to
date Sheriff Baxter has learned of 13
women who claimm Bix for their bus-
band. -
LAST WIFE TRUE.

In spite of all these letters the last
Mrs. Bg.x has never lost her infatua-
tion for the man. After she was ad-
vised of all his undivorced wives she
first stated she was through with him.
But the next day she was at the jall
with a bumch of flowers, heggini Lo
be admitted to talk with him. ast,
week Six made his will, in which he be-
queathed all his belongings to the last
Mrs. Six., He claims to be entitled to
a shnre im hie father's estate in (Can-
ada, which he values at $5,000.

The case will shortly come up for
trial. Nearly all the wives that have
written the Sheriff bhave signified their
mtention pf eoming to the trial to

testify agaimst him

OPTIMISM IN REAL LIFE.

R
Uncle Henry's Way ef Making Things Come
Out Right.

“What is an ‘optimist,” father?" a
farmer’'s boy asked of his father, who,
though far from being a learned man,
had always been found by the boy cap-
able of giving an intelligible answer
to his questions. The farmer reflect-
ed a moment before replying. Then
he said:

“Now, sonny, you know I can’t give
ye the dictionary meanin' of that word,
no more'n I can of a great many oth-
ers. But I've got a kind of an idee
whnt it means. Probably you don't re-
member your Uncle Henry, but I guess
f there ever was an optlimist, he was
ome. Things was always comin' out
right with Hemry, and especially any-
thing bard that he bad to do; it wa'n't
a~goim’ to be hard—'twas jest kind of
solul-pleasant.

““Take boein’ corn. now. If anything
Eind of took the tucker out of me 'twas

hoein’ corn In the not sun. But in
the field 'long about the time I be-
gun to Ilag back a little, Henry he'd
look wp an’ say :0

“'Good, Jim! When we get these
two rows hoed, an’ eighteen more, the
piece’ll be half-dope!” Amn’ he'd say
it in surh a kind of a cheerful way
that I couddm’t 'a’ ben any more tickled
if the piece naa teen all done—an’ the
rest would go light enough.

“But the worst thing we had to do
—hoein' corn was a picnic to it—was
pickin' stones. No end to that on our
old farm, if we wanted to raise any-
thing. When we wa'n’'t hurried and
pressed at something else, there was
always pickin’' stones to do; and there
wa'n't a plowin' nor a frosty winter
but what brought a fresh crop of
stones to the top, an' seems if the pick-
in’ all had to be done over again.

“Well, sir, you'd 'a’ thought to hear
Henry that there wan''n't any fun in
the world like pickin’ stone. He look-
ed at it in a different way from any-
body I ever see. Once when the corn
was all hoed, an’ the grass wa'n’t fit
to cut yet, an’ I'd got all laid out to
go fishin’, and father he up and set us
to pickin’ stones up on the west piece,
an’ I was about ready to cry, Henry,
he H%IEI 0
- “"Come bn, Jim. I know
there's lots of nuggets !

“An’" what do you s'pose now ? That
boy had a kind ‘of a game that that
there field was what he called a plasser
mining field, and he me . into {t,
and I could 'a’ sworn I was in Klon=-
d:rn'ha ﬂ:%l day—I E:grml:hﬂ;r good time.

‘Unly,” says y, a we'd got
through the day’s wark, ‘the way 3

where

L

|
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A SEA MYSTERY.

The RBullding of Great Fronclads Only an
Experiment,

The most remarkable experiment in
recent years is the bullding of navies
at epnormous expense, when there has
been no opportunity of testing the
value of the pnew machinery in actual
warfare. :

During the last quarter of a century
there has been no naval battle worthy
of being mentioned in the same breath
with Trafalgar or the Nile, or with
Rodney’'s great victory im the West
Indies. Lissa in the Adriatic was a
small fight at the opeming of the new
era of maval progress.

A few irepclads bave been in action
on the west coast of South America,
and a British fleet shelled the ill-arm-
ed forts of Alexandria. There was a
battle between fleets on the Yalu not
long ago; but the mental inferiority of
the Chinese to the Japanese rendered
it impossible for experts to judge what
their ships would bave dome if they
bad been properly manned and well
handled.

Meanwhile, the art of naval ma
as been revolutionized, and every
maritime ration has been expending im-
mense suns upen battleships and other
fighting vessels without knowing whe-
ther armor will adequately protect

them or whether torpedo-boats do not
hold the proudest f[leets at their mercy.

Two years ago there was a wonder-
ful naval review at Kiel when the Bal-
lic Canal was opep2d, and this year
there has been another off Portsmouth
at which the most ; .

POWERFUL ENGLISH FLEET
ever assembled im any waters has been
seen on holiday parade. ‘These fleets
were immense combinations of machine-
shope, engine-bhuouses and gun-factories.
What their value may be in a sea-bat-~
tle is one of the mysteries of Lthe sea.

The best experts frankly say that
they do not kuow whether these com-
plex iron boxes filled with steam and
electric machinery will remain afloat
under hwavy fire Lrom shore or torpedo
attack. They readily admit that pavies
will be transformed as soon as there
18 a greal engagement between modera
{leets.

In Nelson’s time there was an un-
written law that hot shot were not to
be used im battle, on account of the
risk invelved in setting fire to inflam-
mable wooden ships. There was then a
naval instinet against treacherous
methods of fighting. This bas passed
away. Every mavy now has all the
mmodern resources for setting on fire
:;Lﬁmkmg by secret assault an enemy’'s
L.

In naval reviews the battleships are
floating batteries which seemn to defy
assault; but torpedo-boats have mever
beem used npgainst them. With a
simgle eting of the little steel wasp
the preat leviatham with its heavy
armor and long-range guns may go
down with a quick plunge. If the ex-
perts only Enew what was the real,
effective value of Lhe torpedo in maval
warfare, they could tell with a fair de-
gree of confidence what the fleets of the
future would be like.

They do mot know, and the build-
img of the fleets goes on in a fog of
apncertainty. I command one of these
ships,” said an old sea-dog at Kiel,
“bat let me tell you frankly, I would
not like {0 go into battle with her.
We slinll know more after the next
naval war than we do now."”

i

THE BARLEYCORN.

The table of measure says that three
barleycorns make one inch, and so they
de. When the stamdards of measures
were [irst established, three barley-

corns, well dried, were taken and Jaid
end to end. three being understood to
make an inch in length. The bhair-
breadth now used indefinitely and con-
ventionally for infinitesimal space, was
a regular measure. 16 hairs laid side
by side equaling one barleycorn.
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DIARRH(EA, DYSENTERY,
and all BOWEL COMPLAINTS.

LMEEIE.QuIi;:k{:‘umtﬂrthﬂln

'Pqiggl\e

Used Internally and Externally.
Two Bizes, 25¢. and 50¢, bottles.

Is Your
Heart
Strong?

Or have you palpitation, throbbing or
irregular beating, dizziness, short breath,
smothering or choking sensation, pain in
the breast or heart. If so, your heart is
affected and will in turn affect your
nerves, causing nervousness, sleepless-
ness, morbid anxious feeling, debility.

Milburr’s
Heart:=Nerve
Pills

Cure all these complaints by regulating
the heart’s action and building up the
nervous and muscular system to perfect
health and strength. Price 6oc. per box
or 6 boxes for $2.50. At all druggists,

FURNITURE
UNDERTAKING

Fxrices Ont.

——
Sr—r

Embalming a Specialty,

JACOB KRESS.
J. SHEWELL

Dealer in all Kinds or

Furniture

Undertaking and Embalming

A SPECIALTY,

DURHAM, - ONT.

C. FIRTH. - GlEue]g
TAXiIDERMIST.

Cash Price List for Stuffing Birds

Ammals, etc., etc.

Small birds up to Sparrow size.. 8100
Robin, Elua.]_'l; Wm?pmknn, and '

birds of similar size. . . . . 125
Kingfishers, Snipes, Small Hwaks,

.;:i birds of similar size, 100

Partri Hawks, Owls,
and birds of similiar gize, §2 50 to 300
Large Hawks and Owls, etc. 300 to 4 00

Loons, Cranes, etc . £400to 700
B . aca s .« 11501
easle, Mink, Musk Rat. 200to 800

Fox,Lynx,etc.. . . . .B00t0D1200

Fox, Iﬁ:z. ete.. . . . .BO0tol200

DEE“ deads . . . v + B L
pecim

tion or will be thrown IHFII. Parties

are requested fo take away their spe-

cimens when ready of which due no-
tice will be given. ' :

" R-IP-A'N-S

—

|

The modern stand-
ard Family Medi- |
Cures

L
common every-day

cine the

—_—

ills of humanity.

ONE GIVES RELIEI

B R

l

GRISTING AND CHOPPING DONE.

on ehortest notice and satisfaction
g 1aranteecd,

FLOUR, OATMEAL and FEED
THE SAWMILL

We are now prepared to do all kinds
of custom work.

LI"MIBER,SHINGLESAND LATH

alway on hand,
N. G.

& J. McKECHN.

R0 YEARE'
EXPERIcKCE.

* TRACE MARKS,
NECICLS,
COPYRICHTS Lc.

Jinvone sending ¢ sketch and deserirtion may
rabckly agdertain, free, whoelbhior an 12 vent o6 i§
probably patentable. Communications strictly
coufidential. Oldest ngency Toreccaring: patents
1 America,. We have 4 Wasbhineton of e,

Pavents taken through Muno & Co. reccive
gy cial notiee in the

o .
SCIENTIFIC AWEDINf
, S ™ Y -'
cantifully iMuastrated, l-reest cicculstion of
17 ecientific journal, week'yv, terms 000 8 Yoar:
L six monthe. Specimen copies and LLANL
SU0E ON PATENTS seut free. Address

MUNN & CcO.,
361 Broadway, New York.
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g7

FINEST TEa
IN THE WoRLD
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