The notices which have appeared in
the Parls newspapers of the annual
wholesale wedding in Plougastel are
attracting more than usual attentiom
from the fact that this year thirty-
eight couples, a larger number than
common, were united in the same
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Du Guesclin in ome of his cn.qnpaiﬁpa
in the north of France. Du Guesclin
is to popular tradition in Brittany
what Ki

on El Cid in the po r tales of the
Iberian peninsula. was always en-
gaged in some wild-goose expedition of
one kind or another, the main idea
apparently being to keep things mov-
ing in the country where he happened
to live, and about the middle of the
fourteenth century he entered into a
spirited contest with several other
noblemen in the north of France. Find-
ing himself unable to cope with them,

ing Arthur is in British folklore

into positiom and placed on supports in
ami::'l dining rooms and

the kitchens
Plougastel makes ready for good cheer,

for a w:addiﬂ without eating and
p

drinking, and nty of both, would be
no ait all, and in Plougastel
the wedding feast lasts from two days
to a week i

grooms assemble and march to church,

gastel puts on its gayest attire; blue
coats lined with white, black trousers,
green vests, a black silk sash round
the waist, a hat sguch as in the illus-

On thaém*t fete day the brides and
preceded by a rustic band, and Plou-

| “OUT IN AUSTRALIA.

Mining News rrom Eritish Columbia,

to the Monetary Times:

|ABOUT MINES AND MINERS,

The Fact That There is Gold in Them Only
Makes Them More Dangerous—Thoen-
sands Ruined by Paying Propertles—

W. B. writes from Sydney., Australia,

2 — —
ore. I will further say that insiq
two years there will be 5,000 Im-.n'x
work on Red Mountain, and po
smokestack will be seen on the moyp,
tain. How I!th“ to he hmught afmut'
Electricitysir ; all the work of hLjgt.
ing and drilling will be done by gy,
trecity."

In winding up the affairs of a gg)4
mining company the otherday in Fdip.
burgh, the directors cracked a few b4
| tles of special sparkling, and the
chairman, with Tapleyian humor, in
moviag the toast, “Requiescat in pace »
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Imht of f cat hex

jog out of adozren

The Canadian gold excitement has at-
tracted attention. Occasionally men
announce their intention of going over,
but not many have gone. Sydney is a
very conservative city, and when the

trations of “Dom Quixote” is always
represented on the heads of the Spanish
peasantry, a big stick and a pair of lea-
ther shoes, well polished, form the holi-
day attire of the gentlemen, while the
ladies are arrayed in black stuff gowns,

said: “Gentlemen, 'tis true, and pity
'tis true,” we are here met on this oocg.
sion for lack of gold, but paradoxicy]
as it may seem, we have abundance of
gold lac: therefore, charge your glasseg
gentlemen, to the shareholders, fop

upon a plain.
mrl of elm and b
seen the evening
hidden rails o

were ball- buried sl

bhe went to Spain, hired a number of
Spanish mercenaries and brought them
to Brittany. Whether the expedition
proved a success or a failure is bhard to
say, the only certainty being that after
D Guesclin had no further need of the

chiareh by the same priest and at the
same moment. In a country com-
munity a single marriage is enough to
set Lthe tongues of the gossips waggZing

and keeping them going for an indefi- 1 , . ) t
' ' Spanish troops he abandoned the for-|a head dress of white linen not greatly | p .+ i is talked | while we leave it to them to pay t} hsolutely
aite time before and after such an aPanem. l-:-zlﬁlill‘ them to shift for them- | dissimilar from the peculiar bonnet British Columbia goid h::u::hlg beads | piper, we shall be rju-it o I{’:l::'; ”:: bhard, so ‘:I',':jh .

evenl, so an adequate idea of the sensa- ves and get home as best they could. | worn by certain orders of nuns. ' With | @8bout the wise ones shake their : f’iper-ﬂeidsiaﬂk- (Uproarious «heer. pere leaf w -
tion caused can hardly be gained from | Feari to attempt a march of sever- | L s dra.g and a gayly ﬂoln;'ed and remark, “We know how that thing ing, laughter and applause.) While we of the trees and she
the curt announcement made in the | #1 bundred miles through hostile coun- | handkerchief, fitted shawl fashion will end.” If asked whether they doubt | as a company have decidedly gone up. geemed to be some

around the neck and shoulders, the Bre-
ton bride is ready for the church, and
with the pipes and flageolets in
front, and all the wooden-shoe boysand
girls of the village bringing up the
rear and trudging alomg the Ei(f&& of
the parade, the procession moves proud-

try, the Spaniards determined to siay;
g0 built a castls near the present site of
I'lougastel, fort fied themselves strong-
ly and made friends among the people
of the surrounding country to such an
extent that every Spaniard who want-
ed one managed to prooure a wife and

on the rocks, recollect that a reef would
have been our salvation. And al-
though we here pour a melancholy li-
bation in these sparkling pints, wa
would rather have had the glittering
quartz. (Cheers.) We worked in veip
but it is not ore with us; we have suf-

ﬂl-' new EOL of ¢
gemind him of verd:
beauly was a bseqnit ,
poene was strange,

domain of 1he

if gold is there, they reply, “ Oh, no;
that is the worst of it. If there were
no gold, then the thing would be over,
my friend,” and then they will seize you
by your buttonhole and continue, ** The

papers of the French capital of this
interesting social event. All the peo-
ple of Plougastel, however, and the
inhabitants of the wsurrounding dis-
trict, appreciates this occasion as its

proper social value, for to them the | a portion of land, and thus was estab- | ly to the house of worship. The ser- | Mount Morgan mine is the most won- fered all the miner ills of life, the shaft whom be had Thmn
T nrriags day ln that for which | HL e Slaguias 13 i | provean Al oriaeiogn the bridse 4nd |dartnl treasnry of goid in the world, | L avet. the- pesaphcts. en bl tis e

. g 5 . : : i shic
all other days are made. illustration of a foreign community in | ing and rising at the proper points but it ruined thousands. You see, they | only buckets left to us that will re- chanted land whic

pay the winding up are those before
you. Drink, then, fellow stoneybrokes,
to the eternal slumbers of the Busied.
up Gold Mining Company.”

be unknown in sor
explored by max
eame to him by
bim, mind and Ix

stocked it at a big price, and then
ran the shares to the heavens. People
went in debt to buy the shares, and

with the precision of soldiers on parade,
all at the same instant join hands, and
all the couples are at the same mom-
enit made man and wife. The march

The little village of Plougastel is
situated in Brittany and almost at the
eXtreme tip of the peninsula of Finis-

the heart of France,itis paralleled by
similar cases in other countries. When
the invincible “Armada” was dispersed

by the winds and waves along the Bri-

tere. It has only a’out 2000 inhabi- tish . coast, a pumber of ships were | 0it of the church is scarcely less im- | When they tumbled, as they had to E————

tants, but, for several circumstances, | wrecked, some upon the rocks of Scot- | pesing than the entry, save that the | tumble to the right price, there was BLIND CYCLIST ina fierce delerm
is one of the most singular communi- | 12and, some on the coast of Ireland, and prmﬂifﬂmft 14 Bﬂﬂﬂlf‘{mk&ﬂ; 'Jllg by thﬁ|mt,-hing for it but bankruptey. Worse iy b thief and Doy
tes of that strange country. The Bre- g:dpﬂfﬂaugraﬁmril mhtgﬁfnlgu%cf;; T‘;ﬂﬁi?ﬁ aalgama:rfriigﬂnis uva'rriq&leiﬁ: than that, many of these (people | with Two Sightiess Orbs This St. Louts € vl Whether by this &
tons are a people to themselves: they frc-[:f Galway, rlm ;amih;i.r ancestry Eargmpl-u gavotte is formed on the way thought they were rich for a month Takes Dally Rides, self honest or gl
&re oge family of the Celtic race, the |the Spanish sailors who were wrecked k to the public square, the band |or two, and tossed up their employ-| 1In the latest accomplishment of Miss oar felt that be

same which is found in Wales, in Scot-
land and in Ireland. There is little
doubt that in perhistoric ages the Cel-
tic race covered with its people a great
part of Western Burope, but as the
Roman Empire expanded most of the
Celts were subdued, the more active and
insubordinate element retiring to the
mountains of Brittany, the Pyrenees
districts, and the great mountain chain
which skirts the porth of Spain. In
the British slles the Celts were driven
back into Wales and the mountains
of Scotland, and in meither of these
lands were the mountaineers ever ef-
fectually subdued. The Celts in Spain
were finally induced to form an alli-
ance with the Romans ; in Brittany

and unable to return home. The ap-
pearance of the people of these locali-
ties is sufficient confirmation of the
story of their descent, for they have
the appearance, not of Celts, but of
Spa niﬂ-l‘d—!. black hair and eyes, swarthy
complexions and a general south of Eu-
rn{m look, being the rule among them.

Vhere and how the people of Plom-
gastel got their idea of a wholesale
wedding, just before Lent, is a mystery,
but, no matter how the practice arose,
it is one of the unwritten laws of this
Strange community that whoever mar-
ries at all in Plougastel shall marry
on the appointed day, which may be
called the village fete day. The ser-
vice of the matchmaker are much in
W:-g'ua in this odd village, and months
beforehand the old ladies, who volun-
teer their services to undertake nego-
tiations between the different eligible

Young people of the community, are
called

marching before and playing a lively
popular melody, while the newly mar-
ried couples dance along in procession.
The wedding feast is sometimes a com-
mon ceremony in the largest room ob-
tainable, but more frequently the cou-

les separate, going to their respective
omes, where they are entertained by
their relatives. ‘The viands, while
profuse, are not of the most dainty
quality ; “pate de fole gras"” and cham-
pagne do not figure on the table inp
Plougastel ; beef soup, boiled codfish,
huge roasts of mutton and beef, pota-
toes in abundance, and what fruit can
be obtained at the seasom, form the
staples, and what is lacking in eat-
ing is made up in drinking, for in
France wine is cheap, and is used every-
where as a substitute for water. The
wedding feast is always enlivened by
songs, the bridegroom being generally
the leading attraction, though whosn his
voice is not adequate to the emergency

ment in the craze, and they were not
fit for much after the craze was over.
My word for it, we know how these
things will end in British Columbia.”
THOSE MINES WERE STOCKED
at one million pounds sterling. The
£1 shares were run up to £17, they
| tumbled back to I know not what fig-
'ure, but they are worth three pound
| ten to-day. They yielded for years {rom
'one to four million dollars worth of

gold per annum, ana are yielding yet
| an enormous awount. otill they rwn-
| &d thousands, most of whom have never
' recovered from the excitement.

. Then there are the Broken Hill sil-
'ver mines., Cpe mine alone has paid to

- 1ts stockholders Lthirty miilions ol dol- |
'lars in dividends in ten years, besides |

world an illustration of the recreative
possibilities of the wheel, says the
St. Louis Republic. Miss Hempke Las
far surpassed any claims made by the

most enthusiastic advocate f the saf-
ety bicycle. She has demonstrated its
adaptability as a reliable means of lo-
comotion in a way to silence adverse
criticism. And she has set an exam-

ple, which will, doubtless, be utilized
to carry a gleam of interest and
sunshine into many darkened lives,
otherwise unable to share in ordinary
outdoor pleasures and recreations.
Miss Hempke is an enthusiastic
wheel-woman, This pleasure she
shares with meny thousands of women

Kate Hempke, Bt. Lounis can afford the
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e : e » | Hill stock that wish they hadn’t. Each | - . For
L‘;h'm it has taken place in the town |gf (hece great mines produced uestfulls | °%" of the E—— _th"ﬂ_' - dﬂfn_ s
11, the brides are taken home, form- ' of wildcats, of whom it is needless to | Miss Hémpke is blind; totally blind.

ally presented 1o the families “t;spe,u.k. From infancy mhe has not seen the

*d into service ; thare is much dis-
cussion between the parents of the par-
ties and the go-between as to what the
€irl shall have, as it is considered &
aecessity that a married couple shall

gin housekeepi ng at once. The suc-
cess of the matchmaker in achieving a

the p'_uliu-j of engaging them as mer-
cenaries in the army proved effectual,
while in Wales and Scotland they were
80 devoted to their liberty that they
mffxud ‘0 serve even for pay in the
legions, and consequently weare left to

some friend more highly gifted bere and elsewhere, but it is doubtful

. ; partioular alliance is speedily indicat- | Which they are now a part, but as the A few minutes ago I was conversing | beauti } , of her .
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lmes, called “Lesser Britain,” to dis- | fact that the young gentleman is per- | months, and the bride hersell has heen | i} " He drew me down a little way, | “€"atives and Lriends. s . confess 1o & cridl
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even formalitiea have their value in |

on by the Welsh and Scotch Highland- & community where precedent is well

_ sary an article of general utility as a
ars is, except

name though), there is no Jones in it,
coat, and no young woman thinks for a e

a few | tuition learned to ride a bicycle safely

: : in differeaces of dialect . j . but there used to be. Jones, a
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'ring the invasion of France by the |umbrella. hWen this useful adjunct is | 8shamed grin on his face, brings his 'nlt.har :i:llilﬂ'-‘i-l ETdar ik !Ehu busi. | %0 with an attendant taking a spin By degn

bride into the family home may be ap-
preciated even by genflemen in dress
couts who have gone through a some-
what similar ceremony. The peripate- |
tic photographer has fdund his wav
even to I'lougastel, and as soon aften
the wedding feast as the weather will
permit the conples who have unde-r—|
gone the ordeal have their photographs

ness and let gold mines alone. He has | 2 'be boulevard or through Forest

an income now of over twenty-five thou- | I’'ark. Yet none of the thousands of
and pounds per annun—Jones hasn't. | wheelmen and spectators who thus

Look here, when you want to go into il . : instant
‘gold mining, my boy, take the advice d;l y see her imagine for an m"":_'““
ol an old miner, go into it with a pick | that all her faculties are not perfect.

and shovel.” I suppose they really do | Attired in a naity costume,
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Intmusted to a youn gentleman, every-
¥ instantly understands “Yois est
engage; il porte la parapluie a Marie-
Jeanne,” “Yoic is engaged ; he is car-
Iying the umbrella for Marie Jeanne,”
JUst as in Mexico they say: “Pedro is
doing the bear Lo Senora Lavina.” As
the Plougastelians constituted a separ-
ale community in the beginning, they

English ‘roops in 1815 the men of the
Welsh regiments in Wellington's ATmYy
Were astonished to Llind that they could
converse rwithout difficulty with the
People of the Breton Provinces.
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It was
but the fact is
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land w ho speak no English, so th from its neighbors. Sunday clothes, uncomfortably seated | k FV { i F i e drifted main |
people in Bri _ - ere are Months ahead of th ¢ ; in a chair, his hands on his knees, and  ™Make the name ol Vermon lamous as a | Ing ol her escort's voice, P
A Brittany whe neith : e greal marrying - =T mining centre, says the Vernon News. | AMiss | i ; t th Having lell
aor understang . 'r Speak | day preparation are made for the | the brids standing, the better to show | Th find i the B. X , iss Hempke is an instructor at the * ahind
Ana Krench. It is said that | évent. Every house in the town and her dress, with her arm fondly en- | DT A A S a . SIS, I Missouri Institute for the Blind at forms o UK

| Just east of the town, and several very e ’
promsing ledges have been located. The | Nineteenth and Morgan streets. She
first to stake a claim was R. Maunsel,  entered that institution 18 years ago,
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circling his neck. The Plougastel ma-
trimonial photograph does not differ

i any important respect, save that of | ! . : : :
costiume, from the weﬂ?:l(;ng photograph | Who has a claim from which some very ' @s a pupil, and bas been teaching her

neighborhood is put in order, the fencea
are whitewashed, the roads are clean-
» PAvemenits o anded, and on every

thu::a are a milliog inhabitants of the
peninsula to whom Freunch is a strange
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the cduntry in which they live is and otherwise prepared for the new | {o8raphers; the same dezree of awk- 10® rock resembles that from the Blue | last eight years. Always heallthy and pidden, more
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¢ pursuing the policy of educa- | marryi day, which is in fthe last | memory of so great an event by itg|ledge is about eight WUeet wide, and | time was mostly spent in the gymna- Simes Do O
‘on to such an extent that it is be- | Veek before Lent, young persons con- | Feproduction in pictorial form. jcan be plainly traced over the whole /sium. Dr. Jobn T. Sibley, Superin- autlining Tield
lieved in anower generati . templating matrimomy send out to| A Str in Plougastel this year |!ength of the claim. Since the dis- | tendent of the Institute, is an enthus- still walked ¢

will | ‘on French their friends a “hiddi L It | commen upon the practice of whole- | €OVery was made a large number of | iastic wheelman and is also President y .
> undversally known and used as | i lng paper. 2 pi i the lonely =t

prospectors have been at work on the
hill, and several other ledges have been
staked.
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