NOTES AND COMMENTS

With the virtuval decision of the It- | REASONS AND RULES FOR PRUN-
Te- |

alian government to evacuate Lis

|
maining possessions on the Red sea |

coast, has begun the strugg.e between
various powers for the Italian assets,

colony of Erythrea

south, with the port of Massowah as
the outlet of the whole ; bhut since her

defeat at Adowa ,Erythrea bhas shrank |

to a smail siretch of Red sea littoral,
without hinteriand, and Abyssinia has
regained 118 independence. Even be-
fore that disaster France and Russia
sought to establish their ascendancy in
the counciis ef King Menelek, and now
that the ne wtreaty, with Italy, follow-
ing Adowa, has left him free to manage
his own foreign relations, they are
making every effort to gain their end.
France would like to add Erythrea: to
Obolz, and claims 1is reversion on Some
ebscure ground, and Russia which has
already entered into close relations with
the Negus, wanis the [talian colony in
order to guin direct [territorial con-
nection with Abyssinia. Both are, how-
ever, opposed by Fngiand, whose claims
to the rewersion of Erythrea, and to
paramount infiuence in Abyssinia, are
particuiarly stirong, Massowah having
beem ceded by Egypt to Iialy on the
express stipulation that if she could
not retain it, it should be restored to
Egypt. Moreover, while Enpgland was
content with the arrangement which
placed Abyssinia under the control of
Italy, a friemndly power, she cannot re-
gard with: the same complacency the
passage of a strong kingdom oniher
walter route to India, and bordering for
8 long distance thie Egyptian Soudan,
under tue control of a power opposed
to the British policy in Africa.

‘Abyssinia, independemt @ or host ile,
wouid be a standing momace to Brit-
ish control of the wpper Nile region
Khartoum to the flakes; and now that
the Italian claims are to be abandoned
and England is about to resums pos-
session of the Soudan, she is ‘determin-
Bd to recover Kassala and to assert her
imfluence: in Abyssinia. To the latter
end a great mission, headed by Mr.
Bennell Rodd, recently in control at
Zanzibar, and Colonsl Wingate, dhief of
the intelligence department in Egypt,
18 being sent to King iMenelek, in t he
hope of convincing him that his own
interests and those of ‘his kingdom, lie
in a close alliance with Great Britain.
Just what inducements will be offer-
ed for such an ailiance are not made
known, but possession of the pert of
Massowah, if evacuated by Italy, is ev-
idently to be one of them, or failing
that, solne other arrangement which
will give him whiat he greatlyl wants,
& customs revenue. No doubt, too, he
will be offered a subsidy, like that giv-
en the ruler of Afghhnistan, with a
certain rectification of his frontiers; the
object being to induce 'hifmi to accept so
strict an alliance that Abyssinians may
form a part oft he British army in Af-
F:‘.m, while retaining his independence
in internal administration. As the
new treatly betweem Abyssinia and Italy
provides that amy territory on .the \Red
sea abandomed by the latter shall be oc-
cupied by the former, whether King
Menelek mill subimit quietly to the
diaims of England to its reversion, and
still more, whether he will again sur-
render his independence, remains to be
#een. Should he not, there is little
doubt that the Anglo-Egyptian govern-
ment is prepared to dedlare war rather
than permit Kassala and Massowah to
yass into other than PBritish hands, or
Lo endure the menace of a possibly hos-
tile kingdom on its border to its sup-
reme conirol of the Nile walley.
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THE BIG ALLIGATOR GETS LOOSE.

starts n Kindiine Woodd Factory, hut 1s
massoed and Enaled Back to 113 Taak,

“Wao were located once for quite a
spell in one place,” said the old circus
man, “and we had things fitted up
permanently. - Whe seats around the
circus ring were on a terraced plat-
form, built up like steps. The seats
themselves were not benches, but sep-
arats chairs, ranged along in rows on
these wide rising steps. We had in
the menagerie an alligator, a big alli-
gator about 12 feet long. The alliga-
tor got omt of its tank one night and
worked its way over to the circus arena
and crawled up on the lowest siep of
the seats, between the front row of
chairs and the railing around the ring.

“Of course it's about as important
to keep away from an alligator’'s tail
as it is to ke:;r.p away from its jaws,
because the alligator is a sort of double-
ender ; it knocks a man down with one
end and swallows him with the other.
As a matter of fact a good-sized alli-
gator can smash almost anything it
can bring its tail to bear on. Of course
we knew that well enoogh, and what
wesel out todo was to lasso him. Easy
enoagh to do it was, too. Some of
us stood in the ring and some on the
seats up back of him, and we drew
the noose over his head without any
trouble at all, and then we dragged
bim out and back to the tank. He
flopped his tail just once, as we started
with him, ®hat’s =all, but when he
broaght it down he smashed the four
end chairs in that row into small pieces.

It Inade mice kindling wood, bt
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' SOTS and rules for pruning. He said:

| “We prune for two reasons—to pro-
and for dominance over Abyssinia. Un- | dyce a symmetrical, long-lived tree, and
der the treaty of Uccialli Italy claimed | to cause fruitfulness. ‘A thrifty, fast-
a protectorate over Abyssinia, while her ] growing "ree 1s not apt to produce
stretched on the | much fruit.
north td* Kassala and to Kaffa on the | inish the flow of sap to the top of
tha tree will check the exclusive limb
growth and tend to the production of

Anything that w

frait. This may be accomplished by

root pruning.

thes bark.

fruit without injury tv the tree, if it

tree has entered into vigorous growth
and the wound is kept from the direct
rays of the sun.

able-sized limb will heal over in about
three years.
to priine in the winter.

! bark abotit the wound will split and

ing a wound siow to heal. And yet if
time, it had better be done in winter
than not at all.

largement more or less prominent, call-
ed the collar by some. Cuat as close to
this as possible fand wupon the samec
slant, whether that be straight across
or.at an angle. Use the saw upon the
under side of the limb first, sawing
about as far as possible. Then finish
from the top, being sure to cut tha
bark entirely aroumd before the limb
breaks. Smooth with a knife or chisel
if necessary and cover all large wounds
with thick paint. Prune frequently,
but mever excessively. Excessive prun-
ing tends to the produoction of water
sprouts, which are not desirable. Never
remove the “leader'” or allow two or
more branches to start from the same
point of the trmnk. Never remove a
limh that starts near the trunk of the

will almost invariably break off after
4 time at the point where the other
limb was removed. L
“It is possible to strengthen to some
extent a crooked tree by drawing a
knife lengthwise, cuiting through the
bark on the inside of the crook. The
demand for beautifully straight irees
by ill-informed buyers has caused nur-
serymen to cease the propagating of
trees of some of dur most desirable
fruits because straight trees of those
varieties canmot be grown until they
reach several years of age. The Rhode
Islztnd"gr&eniug_and Belmont apples,
the Winter Nellis pear and some var-
leties of plums are of thia class.”

HENS' OR PULLETS' EGGS FOR
HATCHING.

Is there a difference 4n hens’ or

pullets' eggs far hatching, or is it o

matter or fancy ?

If 'we consider them separately,

lay first, naturally, and if we should
use their eggs in October or November,
the chances are they would not produce
as strong chicks as we desire. Take

for instance the S. C. W. Leghorns.
Theirs are the ideal hatching eggs.
especially for Ban incubator. The
shells being thinner than the dark egg
strains, &he chicks free themselves
quicker and hence seem, at the start,
much more lively. But, as a rule, eEos
from this breed are
hence the early pullets’ BgEs are not
apt to be set, At the regular hatch-
ing season for this breed, which' is from
April 1st to 15th, .the pullets would
then be eleven months old and in full
-4y, meaning from ten to itwelve PRES
per day from about twenty head. If
their eggs are then not strong envugh
to produce first-class chicks, it is our
opinion they never will be, for the
birds are fully matured and are in the |
{unL: of condition in all their qualities,
I we take the heavier feathered breeds,
like the Flymouth Rocks, we find their
pullets fully as matured at the regular
hatching season asthe White Leghorns,
as they are hatched earlier and CTOW
siower. Therefore it 4ll hinges on |

___THE FARM. _

A fruit grower gives some good rea-

ill dim- |

The same result is ob-
tained by some orchardists by running
a thin-bladed kpife entirely around the

trank of the tree, cutting elear through
This will almost 1nvariably
cause a thrifty, barren tree to produce

be done as soon in the spring as the

“June is said to be the best month
in whieh to prune. April, May, July
and October are fairly good. If pro-
perily dome in the spriag or early sum-
mer months, the wound of a reason- |

It i= not usually advisable |
If done during
or shortly before severe freezing, the

dia back to an uncertain extent, mak-

Ll be umpossible to prune at any other |

“At the base of each limb is an en- |

tree from another limb, as the latter |

what shall we find? Pullets begin to |

not used so early, | digestion in people, and is anl excellent:

| of great wealth the other day, “tell

| sleepless nights and fewer gray hairs.

the wind is Fmportant.

ate when
aroand i1t.

en, the growth will be more vigorcus
and healthy. _
sufficient air and sunlight to mature
ths wood and the fruit. If the site
is high, it will be an advantage

hand, a low, cold and peaty pcsition,

objectionable. A strong, retentive
loam inclined to clay is a preferable
soil.

THE HOME DAIRY.

a greater yield per cow will be realized.
( The better the article the more sure

the sale; and the larger the yield per
cow the greater the net profit,

Never try to do dairy work with
beef cattle. Never trinst alone to the

of butter fat from the milk. Every
home dairy should raise its choicest
heifer calves, in order that the supply
of good dairy cows may be kept up.

It will pay for the trouble and ex-
pense. Meside the ready sale at all
seasons fer good batter, the milk can
be utilized in many ways, and the drop-
pings in the barnyard will be valu-
able as a fertilizer Build up the home
| dairy on a strong hasis.

FEEDING VALUE OF AFPPLES,

We do not think encuogh of the val-
' ue of the orchard for feeding its fruits
| to the farm animals. Apples are nut-
ritious, and an aid to the good diges-
| tion of other food. The mild acid of
them is excellent for the health of the
stock and wa all know how gratefully

they will receive a feed of them! at any
time. For the cows they are especially
desirable ; a peck of them chopped and
sprinkled with meal of any kind, will
| hellp much to add to the flow of milk
| of the cows. Horses love this frait,
and they tend to help in the shedding
of the coat, by their gently laxative
effect. When the selection is made for
the spring planting, a few of some of
the sweet varieties, ripening from the
summer to the winter, should not hbe
| forgotten for this use. We may begin
with the early Sweet Bough for the
I|fi,wrs't. then the autumn Sweet Bough
tand the old Pumpkin Sweet, and for
later use there are the Talman Sweet
and the Winesap, all productive sorts
and unexcelled for this use as well as
for market.

CURRY THE FARM ‘HORSES.
} Horses on the farm do pnot have the
| sleek look that horses in the city liv-
eries have. Neither wiil they accom-
piish so muich work. The difference is
| partly owing to the fact that the horse
' in the city has a large preportion of

grain, while the farm horse, even while
working, [ets most of his mutrition
from hay. But grooming has also a
| great deal to do with the superior slick-
ness of Phe ¢ity horse’s coat, The
curry-comb is noff so much used as it
shotald be on farm horses. :

We know many places where the
' brush and curry-comb are seldom used,
except while the horse is shedding his
coat. But used at any time it pro-
motes Lhe secretion of oil, which moist-
ens the coat and makes it shine. A
well-groomed horse is usually well fed.
But if the grooming were thoroughly
done at least once a day, the horse
wollld keep in good condition with less
food than it now receives.

Good grooming undoubtedly aids di-
gestion, as rubbing the body premotes

substitute for exercise for those who do
little muscular work,

ON SIGNING ONE'S NAME,
“Do tell the women,” kegged a lady

the women never to sign a paper the
contents of which they do not fully
understand. In the sorrow and excite-
ment of a certain hour, I put my name
to a document which placed my money
and my affairs at tne mercy ot a money-
changer for a dozen years. Had 1 only
told him that I would think it over be-
fore signing, 1 should have had fewer

Why did my father or my husband

when me want to set pullets’ eggs,

whether they are strong or not. If |
for L‘J.':.I"I}' broilers, we shoald prefer de-
ciaediy hens' eggs, as we geel Quite |

sure of their maturity, but if for hateh- |
ing chickens in the regular spring |
season we cannot see any particle of |
difference. A correct mating, however,
would %ery materially increase our
chances for strong, healthy chicks—a
one-year-old vigorous cock for pullets,
and a well-matured, lively cockerel for
one-year-old hens.

As to the belief of some breeders that
two and ihree-year-old hens hatch the
sitrongest chickens, we think it rather
stretching the point. There is hut lit-
tle profit in keeping hens after they
have passed thraagh their hen year.
The White br Brown Leghorns fre-
quently continue to lay well when two
or. three years old, but it is an excen-
tion and not the rule. Females of a]l
the heavy breeds deteriorate materi-
ally after their hen year. Of course
there is occasionally an exceptional hen,
but we never find her in large flocks !
for the reason that breeders of large
flocks have no time to study each old
hen's peculiarities—this is left almoss
entirely to the back-vard fancier.

in all such experiments it becomes
a maiter of care and feed. Pullets
badiy cared for and indifferently fed
wiil not maturei as they should, and
hence their eggs will not be fit to pro-
duce chicks of any kind. Hens allow-
ed to sit around and grow fat will de-
velop intouseless ornaments, and their
offspring will not be strong enough
to grow up. ;

LOCATING THE PEAR ORCHARD.
A slightly descending slope is most

that kind wonld hava been rather cost-
ly for every-day use, and so we put up
another rail around the tank.™

favorable in order to precipitate drain-
age and the discharge of surplus surface
water, but it is nof essential that any
particzlar point of the compass should

never tell me this?"

Lo think over a paper, or at least
to read it carefully before signing !
This precept should be taught every girl !
and woman as the alphabec of Lusiness
affairs. Many things may be safely left
her to learn by experience, but not

this. Too often it means her gentle
dcquiescence 1n a man’s ‘“‘Sign here,”
with a

consequent adoption of other
persons’ obligations or the abrogation of
Her own perquisites and property.

_ <+ person’s signature, standing before
the law for one’s self, is entitled to pro-
per respect; and how to sign is scarcely
less important than what not to sign.
Everybody should adopt and cling to
the use of a certain style of autograph,
Women should wuse their Christian
names, never their husbands’, and omit
Mrs. or Miss as a prefix. A signature
should never be lafi carelessly on pieces
of blank paper where unscrupulous use
might be made of it, and it should be
distinetly legible.

A woman should learn also to respect
the signature of those of even her near-
est kin. Messenger-boys say that they
are daily asked by ladies if they shal]
sign their own or their hushands’

names on receipt-books. The New York
Tribune recent]

_ : ¥ portrayed a prett
bride with no practical k]:u:nwlr'lﬁ-.tij usfr
a check-book. The deliverer of a choice
prece of bric-a-brac had insisted on pay-

ment at the door, The young woman
explained that evening to her husband
that as she had fortunately remember-
ed how he had drawn a check the pre-
vious day, and where he had left his

P

be secured. Shelter from the rake of
The pear is
a companionable tree and will luxuri-
supported by other trees
In ciose garden culture a
degree of humidicy 1s preserved and
there is less evaporation from the foli-
age where the strong winds are brok-

There must, however, be

Lo
plant an evergreen belt to the wind-
| ward, both for the health of the trees
and also to prevent the falling of the
fruit during high winds. On the other

subject to fogs and frosty nights, is

If on every farm more attention is
paid to the home dairy, a better pro-
duct’ of butfer will be turned cut, and

pasture to suppiy the food. Be sure
to have necessary conveniences of the
Lest kind for securing the full quantity

QUEEN NATALIE.

Dne of the fairest queens in Europa
is Queen Natalie, of Servia, and her
greatest beauty is her neck.' The
Queen takes frequent and regular ex-
ercise with a heavy pitcher on  her
head. The result of this is to straight-

en and strengthen the neck, and to
give it the form which the highest
standard of female beauty requires.
Not only does the exercise add to pre-
sent beauty, but it arresis the rav-
ages which time makes more quickly
in the female neck than in any other
place. She appears in the park sur-
rounding her castle at about Bo'clock
each morning, taking a brisk walk
with her pitcher on her shapely head.

Queen Natalie has abundant black
hair, and. a rich coloring. Her figure
Is very sirong and erect, and her car-
riage is perfect, for bher favorite exer-
cise ftends to develop the latter qual-
ity as well as to beautify the meck and
shoulders. Her flesh has the firmnpess
of marble. Her head is placed on her
shoulders after the manner of that of
the Venus of Milo. There are no pro-
truding bones, no wrinkles, no hollows,
but neither is there any superfluous
fatness.

The exercise to which Natalie owes
so much of her charm is one which
has been practised by women of tha
poorer classes in many countries.
Rachel, it may be remembered, met
Jacob when she was going to the well
with her pitcher. The women of the
Oriental countries, of Greece, and of
Italy, have always been accustomed to

carry pitchers and burdens on their
heads.

—

They had been drifting about in the
open boat for seven days, and had al-

most given up hope, when the look-
out eried wildly : A mail! a snil !
The only woman passenger looked up

and asked anxiously: Oh, is it a bar-
gain sale? Lt
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Fifty Yeors Ago.

This i5 {2ie way it was bound to 1ao%:
When grandfather had his “nicter tool.”
These were the shadows cast befare

“le coming of Cenju-er Dagusrre

And his art; like a girl in a pinafore
wsome day to bloom to a goddess iair.

Ilen certainly were notas black, we know
L3 taey pictured them, 5o years aco.

- -
Ayer's Sarsaparilia
began to malze nawy inen, just
«~2 the new picturcs of men
began %o be made. Thousands
cf people fronted tha camera
with skins made eisan from
blotch and blemish, because

taey had purified the Blood
with Ayer’s Sarsanarilla. It

13 a8 powerful now as then.
Its record proves it. Others
imitate the remedy; they
can’s imitate the record :

58 Yoors of Cures.,

Here in Ottawa

Irresistible Proof That There is
a Cure for Diabetes.

The following sworn statement i3 the best
proof that diabetes is not incurable, and that
there is & remedy which will cure it.

Ontario, County of Carleton, to wit:
I, Charles Moss, of the City of Ottawa, in tha

County of Carleton, Blacksmith, do hereby
sclemnly declars as follows -

1. Ireside at 180 Bell Street, in the said City
of Ottawa.

2. Forthe past fifteen vears I have been a
great sufferer from kidney disease; among the
prominent symptoms of which were severe
pains in my back, hot flashes extending from
the base of the spine up between my shoulders,
dizziness, headaches, ete. I was in a bad stats
generally and suffered great ngony at times,

hides must be
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@ DISEASES, SPITTING OF BLOOD, ©
COUGH, LOSS OF APPETITE,
& HEBILITY, the benefits of (hiy LY
D artieie are most manifest. &
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Do without Implements, because
they can’'t sow or reap profitably
without them. But when they
buy, they pnaturally want to do so
as cheaply as possible. This is
Wiy 80 many deal with us, for ws
buy for cash and sell at a modest
profit. We keep in stock in our
Big Warercoms in Upper Town,
all kinds of Farm Implements, ine
cluding the makes of
FROST & WOOQD,
WILKINSON,
MAXWELL,
and other well-known
manufacturers.
ALSO
Buggies, Road Carts,
Wagpons, Stoves, and
f 5

Al kinds of REPAIL'S kept on hand

BE SURE AND CALL.

Charles McKinnan,

IMPLEMENT AGENT,

Uprer Town, 3

Duraay

Durham Tannery.

Robe ‘Ta.nning.

forse Hices Cyw Hilss, g

SKINS, FEte., Tanned Suitabla

crUBES and COATS by the
hew process, which for Finjsh
utid Sofiness can't be beat,

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED —_

THOS. SMITH.

N. B.—To ensurea first-class job the

salted as soon as taken

The intense pain praevented my sleeping, and I
secmed to get worse continually, The doctora
'hn were called in pronounced my diseass
~iabetes, but sheir treatment did no good, and
they held ont but slight hope of my recovery
I was then so far gone with the disease that i
could not turn in bed without help. My urine
was of a dark wine color, and full of sediment,
8. I took all kinds of medicine, but withous

County of Grey, inelud
Power, Brick d
building lots, wi

EDGE PROPERTY

FOR Sax.r

IN THE TOWN oF DURHAN,

ing a valuable W
welling, and m g
1l be sold in one :-t]*l i,:::glmﬁ

permanent relief, also Jol No. 60, Con. 2, W, G. R., To
H l.i . w4 ‘W‘I.'llﬂli'p ﬂt
box at B sturcacn s Kidnoy Pills I got a Durham. ' “eres adjoining Town plor,
- I, “arthy's drug store, ving
Eﬂu s dmalppa!nt&ﬂ ? hﬂ-ﬂ.ﬂnlf}uii';hﬁh g Mortgages taken fopr part purchase money
em. However, I started taking them, and | Qot. 9nd Apply to JAMES EDGE,
they struck the right spot at once, and I come Ebs =it Edge Hill, P.0,
menced to get better, From that timg on i
hiquruvamant Wwas continuouns until I am now
after five weeks' use of Doan's Kidney Pills,
fsn;:?Ha flma.ﬂn ﬂ.‘ﬂfn pain of any kind. Theurine A
' Am now '
every day in my ahupl.m Working right along = G o R Do N

6. TItis a great source of pl
Boath a5, gl oL e
ldney Pills, and I make th
declaration consciertiously bn]iaﬂnés iguigﬁ

easure for me to
curative powers of

check-book, she made one out for the
merchant, adding:
well Alonza

“You do mot know how
B. Tomkins looked in my handwriting!”
It is needless to say that no time was
{13551 by the ?!?t}:ﬂctad young husband
ecover a i -

o Img most 1npnnantlly forg

trae, and knowing that it is of the s orce
and effect ag if made under oath e
of the Canada Evidence Act. #0d by virtae

and Spectacles, Sil
of all descriptions,

Dealers in Watrhes, Clocks, J ewelry

ver and Flat Ware
Repairing 4

Sgd. CHARLES MOSS,

specialty., Upper Town,

e

Durham.

Declared before me at the City of O
the Couatyof Carleton, this iﬂ{ Ei:r ’i}??ﬁrlif

Bgd. JOHN E. 0'MEARA
A ﬂnmmiasionu-, At

12-Page Local
Western Ontario.

The “ Chronicle” is the only

Newspaper in
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