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CHAPTER XLIII.

What Henchard saw thus €ariy was,
naturally enough, seen at a little later
date by other people. That Mr. Far- |
frae ‘walked with that bankrupt’ Hen-
chard’s stepdaughter, of all women,’ be-
(Afme a common topic in the town.

Perhaps the oniy inhabitants
whom this looming choice of the Scotch-
man's gave unmixed satisfaction were
the members of the philosophia party.
Mrs. Stannidge, having rolled into’ the
large parlour one evening, and said that

it was a wonder such a man as Mr. Far-
frae, “‘a pillow of the town,"” who might
bave chosen ome of the da.ughters‘c:-f
the professional men, or private resid-
ents, should stoop so low, Coney ven-

tured to disagree with her.

“No, ma’am, no wonder at all. "Tis
she that's a stooping to he—that’s my

- Opinion. A widow-man—whose _Iir::ﬂ;f
wife was no credit to him—what is it
for a young perusing woman, that’s her
own mistress and well-liked? But as

& meat patching up of things I

much good in it. ."When a man have
put up a tomb of best marble-stone to
the other one, as he've done, and weeap-
ed his fill, and thought it all over, and |
sald to himself, “T'other took me in; '’
L knew this one first; she’s a sensib!l

Piece for a partner, and there's

her, if she's tender-inclined."

Not a hint of the matter was throw |
out to her step-father by Elizabeth her-
self or by Farfrae either. - Reasoning
on the cause of their reticence he con-
cluded that, estimating him by his past,
the throbbing pair were afraid to |
broach the subject, and looked upon
him as a lion in the; path whom they
would be heartily glad to get out of
the way. Embittered as he wasagainst

Society, this moody wiew of himself
took deeper and deeper hold; of Hen-
chard, till the daily mecessity .of facing
mankind, and of them particularly Eliz-
abeth-Jane became wel l-nigh more than
he could endure. But what if he were
mistaken in this views, and) there were
N0 necessity that his own absolute sep-
aration from her should be involyed in

the incident of her marriage ?
Elizabeth often toolk her

walks on
tie Budmouth Road, and Farfrae asg
often made it convenient to create an

accidental meeting with her there

One day Henchard was at this spot

when a masculine figure cam
the road from Budmouth and

face was Newson’s. Henchard dropped
the glass and for some seconds made ng
other movemeni.
Henchard waited—if that could be call-
ed a waiting which Was a transfixture,
But Elizabeth-Jana did not come.
Newson did not see anything of her
that morning, Waiting in vain he at
last retraced his steps, and Henchard
felt like a condemned man who has a
few hours’ respite. When he Treached
his own house he found her there.
“Oh, father,” she saiud innocently, T
have had a letter—g strange one—not
Bigned. ' Somebody has asked me to
meet him, either on the Budmouth Road
Al noon to-day, or in Lhe evening at
- Farfra's, He says he came| to see

Ine some time ago byt missed me. [
don't undersiand it; but .

and me I think Donald is at the
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