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strange phenomenon Eot the better of

and irritation. For a moment Henchard

retired.

quick indignation
Do you say the Iman is an acquaint- § 4ng left

THE DURHA

CHAPTER XXXVII.—(Continued.)

Suddenly the taller members of the
crowd turaed their heads, and tl_lt*
ehorter stood on tip-toe. It was said
that the royal cortege approached.
Form the background Elizabeth-Jane
waiched the scene. Some seats had
been arranged from which ladies could
witness the spectacle. and the front
seal was occupied by Luceita Just at
present. In th2 road under her eves
stood Henchard. But he was far from
atlractive to a woman's eye, ruled as
that is so largely by the superficies of
things. Everybody else, fromn the May-
or to the washerwoman. shone in new
vesture according to means: but Hen-
chard had doggedly retained the fret-
ted and weather-beaten garments of by~
gone years,

eyes slid over him io this side and to
ithat without anchoring on a feature—
as gaily dressed women's eves will too
often do on such occasions. Her manner

signified quite plainly that she meant |

16 know him ip public no more.
But she was never tired of watch-
ing Donald, as he stood in an animated
converse with his friends a few yvards
off, wearing round his young neck the
official gold chaig with great square
links, like that round the royval unicorn.
At length a man stationed at the far-
thest turn of the high road, namely,
on the second bridge, of which mention
has been made, gave a signal ; and the
Corporation in their robes proceeded
from the front of the Town Hall to the
archway erected at the entrance to
the town. The carriages containing the
royal visitor and his suite arrived at
the spot in g cloud of dust, a proces-
sion was formed, and the whole came
on to the Town Hall at a walking pace.
The spot was the centre of interest.
There were a few clear yards in front
of the royal carriage ; and into this
space a man stepped before any one
could prevent him. 7t was Henchard.
He had unrolled his private flag, and
removing his hat he advanced to the
side of the slowing vehicle, waving the
Union Jack to and fro with his Jeft
hand, while he blandly held out his
right io the illustrions Personage. All
the ladies said with bated breath, “Oh,
look there !I” and Lucetta was ready 1o
laint. Elizabeth-Jane Peeped through
the shoulders of those ip front, saw
what it was, and was terrified ; and
then her interest in the event as A

her fear,

Farfrae immediately tose ig the oc-
casion. He seized Henchard by the |
shoulder, dragged him back, and told
him roughly to Le off. Henchard's eyes
met his, and Farfrae observed i he fierce
light in them despite his excitement

stood his ground rigidly ; then by an
Unaccountable impulse g£ave way and
Farfrae glanced io the ladies’
gallery, and saw that his Calphurnia’s
cheek was pale.

- Why—it is yYour hushand's gl pa-

tren!” said Mrs, Blowbody, a lady of the the

neighbourhood, who sat heside Lucetia.
“Patron!” =aid Donald’s wife with

ance of Mr. Farfrae's " observed Mrs.
Bath, the physician's wife, a new-com-
er to the town, through her recent mar-
Flage with the Doector,

“ He works for my husband,” said Ly-
cetta.

" Oh—is that all ? They have been say-
ing to me that it was through him your

Rushand [irst got a footing in Caster-
bridge. W hat stories People will te]])”
“ They will .indeed. It was not so at

all. Donald’s genius would have e1-

Sée me! .

come {g g lussle—faep

forth to fipg

went down Corn Street till he ecame

glad to see his employer, at the gran-

come there.

| "“You know what's brewing down

| teriously to the others.
Coney looked at him.
mity-ride 2"
Buzzford nodded.

“Not the skim-

ried out,” said Longways. i s they are
gelting it up they are keeping it migh-
Ly close.” e :
I heard they were IhlnI-:m_g of it a
fortnight ago, at all events."”

“If I were sure o't I'd lay ].Ilfﬂl‘l‘{_’]ﬁ—
tion,” said Longways emphatically, “"Tia
| too rough a_joke, and apt to wake riots

in towns. We know that the Scutt"h_-
man is a right enough man, and that

his lady has been a right enough wo- | ]

man since she came here, and if there
was anything wrong about her afore,
that’s their business, not ours. Sup-
| Pose we make inquiration into it, Chris-
| topher,” continued Lnngwa}'ﬂ; and if
' we find there’s really anything in it,
| drop a letter to them most concern-
way " _
| This course was decided on, and the
| Eroup separated, Buzzford _
| Coney, ** Come, my ancient friend ; let’s
| move on. There's nothing more to see
| here.”
These well-intentioned ones would
 have heen surprised had they known
how ripe the great jocular plot real-
.jI}' was. " Yes, to-night,” Jopp had said
[to the Peter's paity at the corner of
Mixen Tane. “ Ag n wind-up to the
Royal visit the hij will be all the mare
Pat by reason of their great elevation
Lo-day."”
f To him, at least, it was not a joke,
but a reprisal.

e

CHAPTER XXXVIII .

The proceedings had been brief—toa |

brief—to Lucetia. :
¥al hand still lingsred in her fingers ;

that her hushand might possibly receive
the honour of knighthood, seemed not
the wildest vision : stranger things had
oceurred to men so good and captivat-
ing as her Seofchman was.

After the collison with the Mayof,
Henchard had withdiawn behind the
ladies’ stand; and there he stood re-
garding with g stare of abstraction the
spot on the lappel of his coat where
Farfrae’'s hand had seized it. While
Pausing in thig balf-stupefied state the

tincily heard hep deny him—deny that

ﬂE_‘p_‘ﬂlEf.l'l- |
He moved on homeward, and mpt}
Jopp in the archway to the Bull staake. ,
"800 you've had 2 snuhb,” said Jopp. |
“And what if I have?” answered |
Henchard sternly, |
“ Why, I've had one too, so we are |
both under the same displeasure.” He II
briefly related his attempt to win Lu- |
cetia’s Intercession.
Henchard merely heard his stary,
wit hout taking it deeply in. His own
relation tgp Farfrae and Lucetia over-
shadowed a1 kindred ones. He went on
sAyving brokenly tq himself, ** She has
supplicated to me in her time ; and now
IEr tongue wop't OWn me nor her pyes
» And he—how angry he
looked. [e drove me bhack as if 1 were
@ bull breaking fence. [ took it
like a lamb, for | Eaw it could not he
seltled there. He can ruh brine on a
Ereen wound | | . But he shall pay
for it, ang she shall he sorry. It must
to face; and
then we'l] gpe how a coxcomhb can front
4 man !”
Without further reflection, ithe fa]]-
N merchant, hepi On some wild pur-
Pose, ate g hasty fdinner, and went
Farfrae,
Fhe crowds bad dispersed. But for
ETeen arches whieh still stood as
they we re erected, Casterbridge life had
resumed ji1g ordinary shape, Henchard

to Farfrae’s house, where he knocked,
1 Inessage that he would he
Aries as soon ag he tonveniently could
Having done this he pro-
ceeded round iq the back ang enter-
ed the yard.

Nobody was Present, for, as he hag
heon dware, the lnhourers and carters
Were enjoying half—hnlidu}* On account
of the events of the da}r—-lh-:mgh the
Carters would have tan return for g
shert tima later on, ig feed and litter
down the horses, g had reached the
ETANAry steps and  was about to as-

:::m_:d. when he saig to himself aloud,

itbled him tq ret a footing anywhere,
without anybody's help! He would have
been just the same if there had imenf
no Henchard in the world,"

The inceident hagd occupied but a few
moments, but it was necessarily wit-
nessed by the royal personage, who,
however, with practised tact, affected
NOt to have noticed anything unusual
He alighted, the Mayor advanced, the
address was read, the visitor repljed,
then said a few words to Farfrae, and
shook hands with Lucetta, as the May-
or's wife. The Ceremony oceupied hut
a few minutes, and the carriages rattled
heavily as Pharaoh's chariots up the
straight High Street and out upon the !
Ereat open road, ip continuation of the
Journey coastward.

In the crowd stood Coney, Buzzford,
and Longways. * Some difference be-
tween him now and when he sang aft
the King o' Pruyssia ™ sald the first,
" 'Tis wonderful how he could get a lady
of her quality to go snacks with him
in such quick time *

~True. Yet how folks do worship
fine clothes. Now there’'s a better
leoking woman than she that nobody
notices at all. because she's akin to that
mandy fellow Henchard.”

"1 could worship ve, Buzz, for say-
ing that,” remarked Nance Mockridge.
1 do like to see ihe trimming pulled
off such Christmas candles. I am quite
unequal to the part of villain myself,
or I'd gie al] my small silver tg sep
that lady loppered. - And pe-
haps I shall soon " she added signific-
antly.

" That’s not a noble Passion for a wo-
man to keep up,” said Longways,

The ideas diffused by the reading of |
Lucetta’s letters at St. Peter’s Fip-
Zer had condensed intg g scandal,which
was spreading like g miasmatie fog
through Mixen Lape. and thence up
the back streets of Casterbridge.

The mixeqd assemblage of idlers
known tg each other Presently fa]]

S

apart into two bands, by a process of { feet on the lowest ladder,

natural selection, the frequenters of St.
Peter’s finger gomng off Mixen Lape.
wards, where mast of them lived, while

10N remained ip

of ¢ v There was no f i
¥, Buzzford, T, 5. and that | through the trap behind. v till his return, ﬂl?ﬂ:hu;ﬂt?;é ;l:ﬁmt
mt : most torture to his Testless 3 e

Et-l'E!Et- -

‘melody. He sank hack.

m stronger than he.”
Henchard returned i g shed, where
he selected a shopg Piece of rope from
several pieces that were lying ahout,
hitehing ope end of this tg g nail he
took th: other in his right hand and
turned himse]f i while
l-:r-eplgu: his lefi ATm agajnst his side :
by this ‘ontrivance he pinioned the lat-
Ler eEfﬂ-ltveE}'. He now went up the
ladders to tye top floor of the eopn.
Stores.

It was emply, except of a few sacks,
and at the [y ber end was the door
often mentioned. Opening mnder the
cat-hea and chain that hoisted the
facks. Hea fixed the door open, and
looked over tha sill. There was adepth
of thirty op forty feet to the ground :
here was the spof op which he haq heen
Standing with Farfrae when Elizabet h-

Jane had seen him Jifi hig arm, with | d

Many misgivings as tq what the move- | f
ment portended. | £

He recired a few SLeps into the loft, |
and waited. Jp course of ‘Limﬁ—hef
could not say how long—that green door |

whened and Farfrae came through. He | Joft ggac became an obigng of gray light | h

was dressed as if for a Journey, |

Farfrae came on with one hand in
his pocket, and bumming a tupe in a
way 1!.'.hi{-_h told that the words were
Most in his mind. They were those of |
the song he had Sung when he arrived ,'
vears before at the King of Prussia, |
1 Poor young map, adventuring for life
and fortune, ang scarcely knowing whj-
therward -

“And here's g hand, my trusty fiere,
_And gie's a hangd o Lhine."
Nothing moved Henchard jike an old
| “No; Tean't
do it 1" he gasped. ° Why does the in-
fernal fool begin that now "

At length Farfrae was silent, and
Henchard looked out of the loft door.
“Will ve Come up here?’ he said,

“ Ay man,” said Farfrae. “J could-
n't see ye. What's amiss 2

A minute later Henchard hearq his
He heard

there, I suppose ?”” said Buzzford mys- |

‘I have my doubts if it will be ecar- |

iiare | €0, and advise ‘em tg keep out of the .-
Hence, alas! this occurred : Lucetta's |

saying to

The shake of the ro- |

i 1 hi: % X T 3 ]'i . n E
' the chit-chat she had_overhear | aught but one thing, to close with Hen- |

conversation of Lucetta with the oth- | trary hand,
er ladies reached hijs ears; and he dis- | oured tg get hold of

| INUrmuregd ‘Now he'j] hate me ang

jthe rest of the men?” 2

| hﬁle.:ic}:::aré said nnt!ning; but, going
back, he closed the stair hatchway,
and stamped upon it so that it went
tight into its frame; he next tm“}“‘%
to the wondering young man who ¥
this time observed that one of Hench-
ard’s arms was bound to his side.

1 d

stand face to [ace—man and man. ¥ our
money and your fine wife no longer lift
¥e above me as they did but now, imﬂ
my poverty does not press me down.
" What does it all mean ?” asked T'ar-
frae simply. Y
“‘.‘F.'n,it.pzn: bit, my lad. You should
have thought twice before you nf-
fronted to extremity a man who had
nothing to lose. I've horne your riv-
alry, which ruined me, and your snub-
ing which humbled me: = but your
hustling, that disgraced me, I won't
stand I ¢
Farfrae warmed a little af _ this.
“ Ye'd no business there,” he =aid.
~As much as ant one among ye.
What, you forward stripling, tell a man
of my age he’d mo business there "
“Yeu insulted Royalty, HEHCh-‘lI‘_d;
and 'twas my duty, as the chief magis-
trate, to stop youu.”
" Royalty he—-- " caid Henchard. *I
am as loyal as you, come to that.”
“I am not here to argue. Wait till
you are cool, wait till you are cool, and
you will see things as I do.” .
_.You may he the one to cool first"
said Henchard grimly. **. :
the case. Here he we, In this four-
square loft, to finish out that litile
wrestle you began this morning. There's
| the door, forty foot above ground. One
of us two puts ihe other out by that
| door—the master stays imside. 'If he
likes he may go down afterwards and
' give the alarm that the other has fall-

en out by accident—ar he may tell the |

truth, that’s his business. As the
strongest man I've tied one arm totake
' o advantage of ye, D'ye understand?
Then here’s at yel”

| There was no time for Farfrae o do
chard, for the Jlatfer had come on at
ronce. It was g wrestling match, the
' object of each being to give his antag-
| oniist a haek fall; and on Henchard's
part unquestionably that it should be
through the door.

| At the outset Henchard's hold by
| his only spare hand, the right, Was on
jthu left side of I rirae’s collar, which

he firmly grappled, the latter holding
Henchard by his collar with the ean-
With his right he endeav-
his antagonisi's
left arm, which, however, he could not

be had assisted Donald, that he was j do, s0 adroitly did Henchard keep it jn
anything more thap 4 common jour- | the rear as

he gazed upon the low-
ered eyes of his fair and slim antag-
onist.

Henchard planted the first toe for-
ward, Farfrae crossing him with his ;
and thus far the struggle had very
the appearance of the ordinary
wrestling of those parts. Several min-
utes were passed by them in this atti-
Lude, the pair rocking and writhing like
trees in a gale, hoth preserving an ahb-
solute silence. By this time thejr
breathing could be heard. Then Far-
frae tried g get hold of the other side
of Henchard's collar which was resisted
by the larger man exerting all his

Ad Good as Gold

force in a wrenching movement, and
this part of the struggle ended by his
orcing Farfrae down oun his knees hy
shepr Pressure of onpe of his musculay
Arms. Hampered as he was, however,
he could not keep him there, and Far-
frae finding his feet again the strug-
Ele Proceeded as hefore.

By a whir] Henchard hrought Donald
ri:_l-nger-_:-m;l}- near the precipice : seeing
his position the Scotechman for the first
time locked himself to his adversary,
and all the efforis of that infuriated
rince of Darkness—as he might have
heen called from hjs appearance just
Now—werg Madequate to lift op loosen
Farfrae for y time. By ap extraordin-
ary eifort he succeeded at last, though
NoL until they haq got far back again
from the fatal door. Ip doing so Hen-
chard contriyeq Lo turn Farfrae a com-
plete somersaulf, Haq Henchard's oth-
o1 4rm been free it would have beep
all over with Farfrae then. But again
he regained hijs feet, wrenching Hen-
chard’s arm considerably, and causing
+ 5 could be seen from
_ his face. He instant-
ly delivered the Younger man an an-
nihilating {urp by the left fore-hip, as

; > be expressed. and following
up his advantage {hyyst him towards
the door, aever loosening his hold till
Farfrae’s fair head yvas hanging over
the window-sill, apngq his arm dangling
down outside the waqjl.

YOW. " said Hepehard between his
Basps, ' thig IS the end of what you he-

:g{é]':,'ﬂ fmorning. Your life is in my

“Then take ji » said Farfrae. “ You-
¥e wished tag long 1"

. Henchard looked down upon him in
silence, and thejy eyes met. Oh.” Far.
frae:—t.yat’q not trye )” he said bitter-
ly. *God I8 MY witness that no man
ever loved another as I did thee it one
time. | - - And now—though Iecame
here ta kill €8, I cannot hurt thee |
0 and give mge i charge—do what yon
Will—TI care po hing for what comes of

He withdrew i, the hack part of the
loft, ang flung himself into 4 corner
u[pnn S0Ine Sacks, in the abandonment
of remorse, Farfrae regarded him ip
Silence : then went {g the hatech and

escended through it Henchard would
AN have recallag him ; but his Longue
adiled in Its task, and the young man's
Steps died gp his aqr,

Here he stayed tij] the thin shades

M CHRONICLE, Mar. 11, 1897.

A
- -. ‘ ' . He walked about the | , N
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‘Now,"” said Henchard quietly, “we |

“ Now, this is |

| the ‘iemporary uneasiness which

-j'nur” shutters, and the

ingering here and there till he reach-
'it!dngfii:tngsmnf: bridge of which mend—
tion has been made, an auﬂuqtm'ﬂﬁ 5—
' halting-place with him now. He_,‘n-_ e |
spent a long time, the purl of "I.'L..LLEI'E‘I |
' through the weirs meeting his ear, an r

=Sk

1]
the Casterbridge lig,}l;ts glimmering at 5
| no great distancs off. : 3
. “ghiif leaning thus upon the pa rapet, ?,
| his listless attention was awakened by g
' Ssounds of an unaccustomed kind from :
| the town quarter. They were a 'm'”-]]; )
| fusion of rhythmical noises, to w hie [ 6
the streets added yet more :*.«:111!?11511}:1i !
by encumbering them with echoes, ;
]

§

| CHAPTER XXXIX. .
When Farfrae descended out of the (':;

| loft, breathless from his encounter with K
Henchard, he paused at the bottom to %}:
i}

recover himself. He arrived at the yard |
' with the intention of putting the hﬂ‘l":a-:ﬂ
into the gig himself (all the men hav- E
| ing a holiday), and driving to a village 5,
yon the Budmouth Road. Despite the | §
| fearful struggle, he decided still to per-
seavere in his Journey, so as to recover
| himself before going indoors and meet-
|ing the eyes of Lucetta. | : |
| When he was just on the point of
' driving off, Whiftle arrived with a | ¢
' note, badly addressed, and bearing the :
 Wword “immediate” upon the outside. On 5
| opening it he was surprised to see that )
]

|1t was unsigned. It contained a brief
request that he would go to W eather- |
bury that evening about some hus:qe:-.:s Ff
| which he was conducting there. Far- j
' frae knew nothing that could make it )
 Pressing; but as he was bent upon go- :
| ing out he yielded to the anonymous |

request, particularly as he had a call | 1?}
| to make at Mellstock which could be in- | ¢
'cluded in the same tour. 'l'herel_xzmn= )
 he told Whittle of his change of direc- |

 tion, in words which Henchard had ov-

' erheard; and set out on his way. Far- 5
| frae had not directed his man to take

| the message indoors, and Whittle had )
' not been Supposed to do so on his own gﬂ
|| responsibility. ;
. Now the anonymous letter was the A
' well-intentioned but clumsy contrivance ¢
' of Longways and other of Frafrae's $
| men, to get him ont of the way for »
!If.hu evening, in order that the satiri- ¢
cal mummery should fall flat, if it were

{
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attempted. By giving open informa-
|tion they would = hava brought down
| upon their heads the vengeance of those
| among their comrades who enjoyed
| these boisterous old games; and there-
| fore the plam of sending a letter re-
' commended itself by its indireciness.

| It was about eight o'clock, and Tu-
| cetta was sitting in the drawing-room
‘alone. She was leaning back in her
 chair, in a more hopeful mood than
she had enjoyed since her marriage.,

i Ybe day had heen such a sueccess: and

3 o
| chard’s show of effrontery had w rought E‘t"--u.. o ¥ [ ‘ﬁ- 7
in her disappeared with the quiet dis- i B A N L__r

dppearance of Henchard himseif under

subjects mingled was disiurbed hy a
hubbub in the distance, that inecreased
moment by moment. [t did not great-
ly surprise her, the afternoon having
been given up to recreation by a ma-
Jority of the populace sinee ihe pas-
sage of the royal equipares, Byt her |
altenfion was af once rivetted ig the |
matter by the voice of i nmifl-"aen-anlj
next door, wha spoke from an upper i
window across the strest tg some oth-
er maid even more elevated than she. |

“"Which wav are they going now?’ | me.
inquired the fipst with interest. 11

“I ean’t he sure for a
the second, “because of the malter's |
chimney. “*Oh, Yes—I can see ‘em. Well, |
I declare, T declare!” {
“What, what?” from the first, more

| her hlL‘S!]ﬂI}d‘S reproof.  The floa ting  mmcmeocn S
 evidences of her ahsurd Passion for him, BDEen
fand its consequences, had been desiroy- S S, p ﬁ B.. E L E .’53
ed, and she really seemed to haye no =
cause for fear. T 18
The reverie in which these and other PROMPT
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moment,” said Ef::;umg,g 8&&'35&“&3!&_@_

1

enthusiastically. _ ,
“They are coming up Cornp Street |
after alll They sit back to back!” |
“What—two of ‘em—are there twao |
figures?” :
Yes. Two imalges on
back to back. their elbows tied to one |
another’s. She's facing the head, and |
he’s facing the taj] » |
“Is it meant for anybody particulaye®
“Well—it may be. The man has got
on a blue coat apg | fnseymere leg.
gings; he hag black whiskers, and o
reddish face. "Tis 5 stuffed figure, with |
a mask.” |
The din was innre;tsing now—then it
lessened a ljttle. . ,
. There—I sha’n’t see, after a11s cried | bers,
there disappointed first maid. ' Mace
. They have gone into a bhack street A
—that’s all,” said the one who occupied | Mac
the enviable position in tha
‘There—now T have got ‘em g
wa:r;a flcalji.}: ;
“What’s the Woman like? Jyst say
and T can te]) In a moment if ‘tis
Tneant for one J've in mind "

”I!.I({:-wh}'—-‘tis dressed Just as ghe

Was

Lucetlta started to her feet: and al- ’I t€pa

|

|

opened. |
Elizabeth-Jane advanced Intnrthé fire- |

: P rStEE
‘I have come 1o see you,» she saiq |

ﬂpﬂn 2 r {

Without Waiting for Lucetta’s

She erosseq quickly to the yvi r '
pulleq out one of the shutte?gnih:;i?' ond
h g‘ﬁ_ﬁ.ﬂd to her side. “Let it he—
ush!™ she gaiq Peremptorily, in g dry |
she Selzed E!izaheth'—.lzmal

thickened tq opaque obscurity, and the

{e t.hnughil: highly of me once,” he

was Unexpectedly summﬁned to Weath- si-ﬁﬂmaﬂ?ﬁ Eﬁ-”E’d .3; Eﬂ after all l

nd se]f.

thus proceeded ..

. 'Her npeck is :
in bands, apng e T et and her hajr

She’s got on ,
Stockings, and oo

hand, apqg held up her finger.

Fcourse ha
Srried that pot 5 'sﬂui'}l:fleeﬂagﬂ and |

breathlessly. 1 did not “stop g knock } SE%%"“?F‘E: MﬂWEI‘E, REEPEI"R.
Ircular

window js JGummEd, Filed anq Set,

L3

a donkey, ;Par mers} ThPeShGI‘S

and Millmen
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Fﬂnning

Light Castings ang Builders’ Sup-
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