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Fire Completely

Destroys

One Of Oakville’s Landmarks

' Every Housewife

Should Be Interested

Proper well balanced diets are
essential to physical fitness and
the health of the nation was nev-
er more important than it is at the
moment. :

The health of the family lies
largely in the hands of the cook.
The growing shortages of various
items and the increased cost of
foodstuffs makes the planning of
meals a real problem.

Diet has become of nation-wide
interest and courses in nutrition
will soon begin in Oakville.

On Friday, February 27th, Dr.
McHenry of the School of Hy-
giene of the University of Toron-
to, will give an illustrated lec-
ture on nutrition and its effects,
in the Masohic Hall at 2.45 p.m.
Every housewife is urged to be
present as Dr. McHenry is an out-
standing authority and a most in-
teresting speaker.

After the meeting those desir-
ing to do so may enroll for the
course of 8 lessons which will be
held in the Clinic at Central
_School.

Your health -and that of your
family may be greatly improved
by your attendance.

Bantam League

P W L Pts.
Rotary - w6 h 11l
_Appleby ......... Bied 15 8
Lions oo T
Bus. Men ........ B0 5 )

Guests Escape Through

- Flames and
Smoke
About 3 p.m. Monday fire
broke out in the Hotel Gibson.

Flames rushed from basement to
attic. Dense smoke shrowded the
building, pouring from every oOp-
ening and greatly impeding the
work of the fire brigade.

Mr. Megaffin, proprietor of the
hotel, assisted, his wife, “their 18
month old daughter and his sister
Mrs. Harley Dunsheath from the
burning, smoke filled building.
Mrs. Dunsheath, who was prepar-
ing for a bath, was forced to make
a hurried exit clad in a housecoat.

Mr. J. H. Hastings, proprietor

Richardson, the chef, was nearly
overcome by smoke.  Walter
Climuk, the clerk, grabbed the
cash register, which was about
the only thing saved.

Practically all the guests lost
everything except the clothes they
wore and the building and con-
tents were a complete loss. Al
though no accurate appraisal has
been made, Mr. Megaffin, who
purchased the business in July
1941, places the loss in excess of
$50,000.

Since purchasing the property
Mr. Megaffin has made extensive
alternations and improvements.
The loss is partially. covered by
insurance and Mr. Megaffin said
that re-building will commence as

{soen ms. possible.

( Coniinued on Page 6)

of the United Cigar Store, who~
was resting, escaped through a
window and over the roof. Tom

" Fire Destroys Basement And

1940s  First Floor 0t TEle Murray House
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Fire destroyed the Hotel Gibson in 1942 as this Record-Star story of Feb.

19, states. And the Murray House,

which still stands today, was almost

destroyed exactly one year later as the story in the Feb. 11, 1943, Record-

Star indicates. Police went to great
thief according to the Dec. 23, 1943

lengths to capture the notorious apple
issue but as can be seen from the 1943

police report, juvenile crime was “‘one of the most perplexing problems that
the police have to deal with and Oakville is no exception to other places.”
Immediately below is a classic story, the stuff of fiction.

Don Hillmer’s Cigarette Case
Stops Bullet And Saves Life

Chief Of Police Submits Report For

Police & Public Order Committee
of the Couneil of the Town of
Oakville.

ports swere received awl atrended
to.

Doors and Windows- Found Open

Gentlemen: <= 59 doors of business places were
I have the honour to submit this | found open by Con les on night
v df ,.(\',[',,.: of the Police De- duv and owners notified. :
partment for the vear ending Dec. Iouse and Shopbreaking: 9 pla-
13th, 1943. ces of business and 7 private homes
Offences: There were 278 offen- | Were entered during the vear: 22
¢cos heard hv the different Magis- | Persons appeared in court on the
trates during the year, 135 were charges and warrants have been
committed to the gaol, 31 allowed issued for the arrest of others.

a suspended: sentence, 43 charges Automobile and Bicycle Thefts—
were  dismissed, 4 charges  with:' 16 motor vehieles were reported
drawn, 183 paid fines. | atolen from town and all recovered;

Lost aind Stolen Proporsv: Lost three of the auiomobiles were strip-

and stolen propertv to the value of;

#14.439.00 was recovered and retur-

ped of the -tires; 33 bicycles were
recovered by the police, the licen-

ned to rightful owners: - $3.390.00 sing of bicyeles has been a great
reported lost or stolen and not as help as bicycles stolen from here
vet recovered. have been recovered in Trenton,
Ovenrronces: Wo received 720 re- | Hamilton,” Brampgon, Toronto, and
ports from other towns and cities other places: 3 have been stolen and
requesting us to he on the look-nut not recovered,
for stolen properiy, men wanted. Adeidents: 10 a‘(‘cide_nts 'tqpk
people missing, ete. 345 Jocal wace within the town limits, fivel

Activities During 1943

people received medieal attention; 1

“drowning; property damage amoun-

ted to less than $300, as compared
to ¥1,930 in 1042,

. Juveniles: Very sorry to report
thins we had 46 juvenile oftenders

hefore the courts «luring the vear.
Juveniler crime is one of the most
perplexing problems that the poliee
have to deal awith and Oakville is
no oxeeption to other places. The

above number of juveniles does not
consist of all the juveniles ihat re-

quired the attention of the Depart
ment,  many who had committed
netty offences were given a good
leeture by the police in place of
starting . a juvenile . cowrs record
acainst them, and we wish to thank
the committee -that was appeinsed
and” the  Sacial Clubs who have
shnwn an interest in onr juvenile
offenders.

i Pines: $#78400 collected in
fines: the Ontario Government re-

rpived and

60

0 pes
AT T b
Pall Tax: #$20%00 <o
po¥ tax and paid to Tow
er.

Licenses Collected:
eéollected in licenses.

The control of unlawf
ies in the community ca
improved by closer ¢o0-opt
tween the public and
and in this matter T w
press my anpreciation to
¢itizens who have given
aistance to the departme
pas:, and assure them th
are greatly anpreciated
confidence will not he b

Honing that this report
with the approval of Hi
the Mayor and membel
Counvil, T am,

cent.

$1

Yours respectfull
" DAVID
Chief

Enlisted When Only
17, Years Of
Age

-Sgt. Don.
R.C.A.F., has had a narrow escapec
aeeording to word received by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs, €, V, Hillmer.

Here is what Don says: “‘I owe
my life to my cigarette case, A
bullet, evidently with my initials
on it, struck the case. I am sorry
to say it is' no more, If shook me
up 4 bit bhut I'm "0.K., so don’t

alright.”’

On Feb, 3rd, 1943, at the age of
17% vears, Don enlisted in- the
R.C.AF. and arrived overseas on
Mareth 17th, this vear,

In June his parents had a letter
stating that he then had completed
13 operational flights.

History

Hillmer, - air gunner,”

Unofficial Estimate
- Of Damage
$10,000

. Flames were leaping ten feet
out of the basement windows of
the Murray House when the fire
department arrived at 1 a.m. Sun-
day morning.

A near gale was blowing and
spectators thought the building
was doomed. The excellent work
of the brigade, assisted by A.R.P.
auxiliaries, confined the major
damage to the basement and the
main floor. Only minor fire dam-
age occurred on the second floor,
but smoke permeated the entire
structure. Unofficially the damage
is estimated at $10,000.

Mr. T. Madigan was on the
main floor when he detected
smoke and immediately turned in
- the alarm. He #roused and assis-
ted guests out of the building.

The cause of the fire is un-
known but it is believed that it
was due to an overheated flue in
the basement.

The guests driven out into the
storm swept streets were shelter-
ed in neighbouring homes. William
Holmes found the smoke so dense
in the halls that he returned to
his room and used the rope fire
escape.

Paul Giraud heaver a trunk
full of clothes out the window
and he and William Miller, his

room-mate groped their way thro-
ugh the smoke-filled corridors.
Faced with a most difficult
fire, which had made great head-
way, the brigade under the dir-
ection of chief “Alf” Hillmer and
Assistant ‘Chief Fred Shaw, fought
it skilfully and effectively. The
high wind presented great diffic-
ulties and blew over and damaged
a ladder which had been erected
in case fire should break through
the upper part of the structure.
‘The hotel was built in 1860 by
John Williams, who had previous-
ly operated the -Royal Exchange
which stood on the site of the
present Post Office. It was then
known as Canada House.
| Mr. Madigan says that the Ho-
tel will be reopened but just what
nature the --rebailding will + ¥ke
has not been decided.
February-fires and hotels have
"become synonymous in Oakville.
In February 1941 the Village Inn
was destroyed. In February 1942
the Gibson House was wiped out
and this year it was the Murray
| House. ;

worry. With luck like that I’1l be ~

of Maris Transport

Maris Automobile Transport Limited is one of the original automobile carriers es-
tablished in the mid 1920’s, based in Oshawa, Ontario, ‘‘roading” and transporting
automobiles and commercial vehicles to delivery points in Southern Ontario.

The original owner, Mr. Thomas Maris, operated the business until his untimely death
in 1946 after which, his wife, Ada B. Maris, carried on until 1952.

Subsequent to Mr. Maris’ death, the Company had the misfortune of losing some
business. However, not to be daunted, Mrs. Ada B. Maris sought and obtained Ford
Motor Company of Canada business, originating in Windsor, for delivery into Southern
Ontario, and proceeded to move the complete operation from Oshawa to 1611 St. Luke

Road in Wi

ndsor.

Mrs. Maris continued to operate from Windsor until 1952 when a decision was made to
sell the Company assets to Herbert “Barney” Quinn, formerly with the Ford Motor
Company of Canada and Nu-Car Carriers Inc. in the United States.

*Mr. Quinn, as the new owner, formed a new company, MARIS TRANSPORT
LIMITED, and maintained the continuity of the operations from the St. Luke site in

Windsor.

In mid 1953, the Ford Motor Company of Canada had completed construction of the
Oakville Assembly Plant, and shortly thereafter shipments of new vehicles com-
menced, which ultimately required Maris Transport Limited to establish their vehicle
maintenance facilities and general offices in the Oakville area.

The Company purchased two acres (the front half of our present location) and in 1958
completed construction of a maintenance garage (6 bays) and accounting offices. Maris
continued to operate under the Quinns’ management until December 18, 1968, at which
time Mr. Donald C. Hayden, pfesident of E & L Transport Ltd. purchased Maris Tran-
sport Limited: This purchase created a needed link between Canada and United States
in the -movement of automobiles in international traffic.

In the intervening years of the Maris and E & L Transport management and control, the
fleet was increased from 17 tractors and trailers to our current fleet of 150. Since 1951
our staff and driver personnel has increased from 28 employees to our present number

_of 225.




