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KINGSWAY
BOARDING KENNELS

519-839-523O
WWW.KINGSWAYKENNELS.COM
462 COUNTY RD. 34, RR 2, RUTHVEN

(5 MILES EAST OF COTTAM ON TALBOT)

• Basic Obedience & Socialization

• Puppy Kindergarten

• Advanced off lead training

• Prenatal class - Prepare the dog before baby arrives

• What kind of dog to buy - What to know before you buy

TRAINING CLASSES
Starting This Month!

Call to reserve
your spot!

DR. J BELL
DR. M.B. MCDERMID 

DR. T. WILBEE

Even healthy eyes
need exams

186 Talbot St. S., Unit #2
(Beside Essex Medical Walk in Clinic)

ESSEX
OPTOMETRIC

CLINIC

Even healthy
eyes need

exams

186 Talbot St. S., Unit #2
(Beside Essex Medical Walk in Clinic) 776-9900

• Eye Exams • Glasses • Contact Lenses
• Laser Vision Correction Consultations

• Evening Appointments

DR. J BELL
DR. M.B. McDERMID 

DR. T. WILBEE

DR. J BELL
DR. M.B. McDERMID 

DR. T. WILBEE

Even healthy
eyes need

exams

• Eye Exams • Glasses • Contact Lenses
• Laser Vision Correction Consultations

• Evening Appointments

* SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE ** SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE *

ESSEX PAYDAY ADVANCE

35 VICTORIA AVE., ESSEX • 519-776-9986
Personal Service • Confidentiality

CASH
WHEN YOU NEED IT
Trust us for speed and convenience

when you need money FAST.

!

- 91 TALBOT STREET NORTH - ESSEX -

- FREE DELIVERY -

776-996651
9

... stopping at nothing to give you the best!!!

$10.00
1 pc. Fish

2nd Piece of
Fish $5.00

Children’s Meal
$7.00
(under 10)

Hot Dog, Pop
& Chips $2.50
Cabbage Rolls

$8.00

KOFC
PICKEREL

Friday, April 27th

Holy Name of Jesus Hall
Essex • 4:30-7:00 pm

Use Entrance off Fairview
Parking Lot  Rear Entrance

TAKE OUTS
AVAILABLE

Province hands over historical homestead

The chair of ERCA’s board of directors, Ray Renaud, centre-left, stands with Essex MPP Bruce Crozier, centre-right,
to announce that ERCA will be taking over ownership of the John R. Park Homestead after leasing the property
from the province since 1975. The transfer of ownership allows ERCA access to the Ontario Trillium Foundation
grants for the restoration of the 165-year-old homestead.

BY DANIEL SCHWAB

After leasing the property
from the province for 32
years, the Essex Region
Conservation Authority
gained full ownership of the
John R. Park Homestead
last week, just in time to cel-
ebrate the 165th anniversary
of the landmark site this
summer. 

Ray Renaud, chair of
ERCA’s board of directors,
joined Essex MPP Bruce
Crozier in making the
announcement to reporters,
members of the Harrow
Early Immigrant Research
Society, and homestead
employees, who were
dressed head to toe in
1850’s rural garb.

“This is a gem in our
community that shows our
historical and agricultural
heritage and welcomes visi-
tors to our county,” Crozier
said. “And when you have
local ownership, you have a
greater interest in managing
the site.”

ERCA, which manages
17 conservation areas
throughout the region, will
now be eligible to access
special grants from the
provincial and federal gov-
ernments to upgrade and
maintain the site.

Plans for a new paint job
and roof are already under-
way for the Greek Revival
style homestead located on
County Road 50 near

Colchester.
The museum self-gener-

ates about 50 per cent of its
revenue every year, wel-
coming thousands of
tourists and students to
enjoy demonstrations of
19th century farm life that
include blacksmithing and
sawmilling. Annual events
such as the Maple Syrup
Festival, Blueberry Social

and Parade of Horses con-
sistently draw scores of out-
of-towners to the site.

“When you come out,
you go back in time,” said
ERCA general manager Ken
Schmidt. “You appreciate
what our community was
and what it is.”

Schmidt began working
for ERCA in 1975, the same
year the province started

leasing out the 14.6-acre
property.

“It was really a kind of
interesting, exciting proj-
ect,” Schmidt said. “We
were fortunate because a lot
of the interior works were in
pretty good shape.”

At the time, ERCA
removed a couple of walls,
added two barns and anoth-
er wing to the home.

Now, Schmidt says the
homestead should be pro-
moted as “one of the jewels
of Canada’s south coast.”

The handing over of the
property is part of a provin-
cial initiative that will see
more than 200 acres of nat-
ural heritage land donated to
communities and organiza-
tions throughout Ontario.

Colchester
North
School 
celebrating
golden
anniversary

Since September, Col-
chester North Public
School’s parent council has
been collecting old photos
and other memorabilia in
preparation for the facility’s
50th anniversary celebration
to be held April 28. 

The group raided the
archives of the Greater
Essex County School
Board’s office and contacted
alumni in an effort to create
“memory rooms,” where
graduates can take a walk-
through and relive their
school days.

The event, held from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m., will also
include face painting, scrap-
booking and a performance
by the school’s choir.
Cookbooks compiled from
recipes submitted by parents
of the school’s kids, will
also be available for pur-
chase. 

With the help of volun-
teers, the Essex Region
Conservation Authority will
be planting trees at the site.

Leading up to the event,
on April 27, an ensemble
cast of students will present
a dramatic performance of
Bugsy Malone. The show
starts at 7 p.m.


