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DIVORCE... Separation Agreements, Custody,
Visitation, Spousal Support, Child Support,

Marriage Cohabitation Agreements,
Property Division including 
business assets & pensions.

GARY G.
OUELLETTE
974-0688

Greenwood Centre
(Intersection of E.C. Row
Expressway and Central Ave.)

3200 Deziel Dr., Suite 415
Windsor, Ontario
FAMILY LAW 

CHECK OUT THESE DEALS!!!

Visit us at: www.essexpontiac.com
548 COUNTRY RD. 34      519-776-7354

“Where Great Prices Sell Cars!”

• 150+ Point Inspections
• Manufacturer’s Warranty  
• 24-hour Roadside Assistance
• 30 day/2500 km no hassle exchange privilege Paul Griffiths

Roy Griffiths

2003 Pontiac Grand Prix V6, leather, sunroof, new tires,black only 62000KM $13,995

2003 Buick Rendezvous cloth/leather, power seat, loaded, 36500 KM $15,995

2004 GMC Envoy SLT 4X4, leather, sunroof, very clean, 67800KM $23,995

2006 Chyr Sebring Convertible V6, power seat, alum wheels, loaded. silver 8700KM $23,995

2006 Pontiac Grand Prix drivers package, loaded, black, 39000KM $16,995

2003 Pontiac Montana Extended 7 seater, loaded, power door, white,great looking 45675KM $14,995

2003 Saturn Vue SUV Auto, power options, fire red metallic, 79200 KM $13,995

2006 Ford Mustang GT V8, leather,loaded, silver, 12600Km $27,695

2006 Buick Allure V6, alum wheels, power seat, blue only 43000 KM $16,888

2000 Dodge Caravan V6, captain seats, one owner trade, silver $4,998

TRAVELLtd.
ESSEX

EEssttaabblliisshheedd iinn 11994488 •• OOTT 00004466991111
776-6439
76 TALBOT ST. N.

TRAVEL WITH CONFIDENCE
WWW.FORSYTHTRAVEL.COM

May 26 - June 6 *Scotland, Loch Ness, Isle of Skye & more $3289.00
June 9 *Grand River Boat Cruise, meal included $83.00
June 13 *The Walter’s Family Country Music Show, buffet lunch incl $98.00
June 18-21 *Wisconsin Dells, Water Ski Show, House on Rock, Dells Cruise $499.00
June 21 To Kill A Mockingbird, Stratford Fest, lunch included $139.00
June 27 *Closer Walk with Patsy Cline, Port Dover, lunch included $98.00
July 30-Aug 12 *The Maritimes, Cabot Trail & New England $2099.00
Sept 4-8 New York City/Philadelphia, harbour cruise, broadway play $839.00
Sept 14-23 European Spree, Germany, Italy, Switzerland & France $3215.00
Sept 25-27 Red, Orange, Gold, Algonquin Park, Gravenhurst, Lake Muskoka $399.00
Sept 30-Oct 2 Agawa Canyon, Sault Ste Marie, Agawa train, Frankenmuth $459.00
Oct 4-7 Vermont Fall Colours, Stowe, VonTrapp Lodge meal, 1000 island cruise $635.00
Nov 2-3 Dirty Dancing, musical Toronto, shopping, IKEA & more, dwtwn hotel $299.00

* Indicates Guaranteed Departure. Prices based on twin and taxes are included.

Bridge forum raises 
arguments – for and against 

LaSalle resident Anna Lynn Meloche and Sandwich res-
ident Terrence Kennedy voice strong objections to a
plan to build a new bridge adjacent to the
Ambassador Bridge, at a public forum held in Essex
April 19.

BY ANDY COMBER

A plan by the
Ambassador Bridge
Company to build a second
span across the Detroit
River produced both praise
and scorn at a public consul-
tation meeting in Essex,
April 19.

"It provides a secure,
dependable, and redundant
infrastructure," said Paula
Lombardi, a municipal and
environmental lawyer, who
presented the case for a pro-
posed six-lane "cable
stayed" span to be built
adjacent to the existing sus-
pension bridge.

"The enhancement proj-
ect takes traffic off the
Ambassador Bridge and
puts it on the new struc-
ture," said Lombardi, noting
that the new bridge would
take over from the old struc-
ture.

"It will result in no
impact to traffic," she said.

Although the Essex meet-
ing was the only forum held
outside the city of Windsor,
the audience of about 25
people was made up prima-
rily of residents from the
Windsor area, including
LaSalle. Of those attending,
residents close to the new
bridge site voiced opposi-
tion to the plan, while those
living further away general-
ly supported the project.

"It makes sense to me,"
said Paula Cazabon, an
Essex resident who travels
across the bridge at least
three times a week to work
at the duty free store on the
U.S. side of the border.

Cazabon said traffic has
flowed relatively smoothly
across the bridge in recent
months, taking her just over
a half an hour to make the
trip from Essex, but a new
structure is needed to

replace the existing bridge
that was opened in 1929.

Those living in the shad-
ow of the proposed bridge,
however, held a much dif-
ferent opinion of the plan.

"It is very confusing,"
said Terrence Kennedy, a
west-end Windsor resident
who has spent all of his 49
years in historic Sandwich
Towne and is a vocal critic
of the Ambassador Bridge
plan.

"We are going to end up
with three bridges unless we
can come up with a proper
solution," said Kennedy,
who pointed to the Detroit
River International Crossing
Study (DRIC), which is pro-
posing a separate govern-
ment-funded span on the
west side of Sandwich.

Kennedy claimed that the
increase in traffic concen-
trated along the corridor to
the bridge would result in
health costs in the billions
of dollars.

"We already have the
highest level of cancer,"
Kennedy said, noting that
his neighbours were "galva-
nized like never before" in
their opposition to the dou-
bling of the existing bridge.

Residing further away
from the bridge, other
Windsor residents felt the
new bridge was necessary
and, with its enhanced cus-
toms plazas, would move
the traffic more quickly
resulting in fewer idling
trucks and less pollution.

"I am all for it," said
Ricardo Vidal, an east-end
Windsor resident, who is in
favour of building a second
span as quickly as possible
to support the business and
industry of the region.

"We are losing factories,"
Vidal said, "This will be
moving the trucks fast."

Stage set for local economic
summit - this Saturday

BY ANDY COMBER

A new economic develop-
ment group will collect ideas
from community stakehold-
ers at a summit to be held at
the Canadian Transportation
Museum and Historic Village
on Arner Townline April 28.

Described as a "brain-
storming session" - the sum-
mit is the first event hosted
by the Shores of Essex
Resource Corporation
(SOERC), a new organiza-
tion that plans to provide
strategic direction for eco-
nomic development and
tourism for the communities
of Essex and encourage busi-
ness retention, expansion and
attraction.

"We are going to be listen-
ing to everyone and gather-
ing their input," said Paul
Foster, an Essex accountant
and SOERC director, speak-
ing about the conference.

"We are trying to invite all
the stakeholders," said
Foster, noting that attendees
will represent a broad spec-
trum of interests, including
service organizations, his-
toric and conservation
groups, and economic devel-
opment officers or town
planners from area munici-
palities.

"We don't wish to assume
what the stakeholders want,
it is better to ask them. What
will we learn? It is what we
don't know - it is what will
surprise us," he said.

Foster said the energy and
enthusiasm of the group has
encouraged the community
to get involved in the initia-
tive.

"The goal is to take
action," said Foster, who
stressed the importance of
networking and working in
partnership to help define the
region.

"We encourage working
together as a team," he said.

Special guest speakers at
the summit will be Matthew
Fischer, CEO of the
Windsor-Essex Develop-
ment Commission, and
Gordon Orr, managing direc-
tor of the Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

SOERC president Bill
Baker said attendees would
be divided into separate
groups following the presen-
tations and then be brought
back together to share their
ideas in a workshop session
facilitated by Hargreaves
Mandal Stewart Inc.

"It is a proven method,"
said Baker, who also noted
that the workshops will not
include local municipal lead-
ers or other politicians who
will be invited to the net-
working luncheon, wine tast-
ing and museum tour.

At their last regular meet-

ing, members of Essex Town
Council were advised of the
exclusion of politics from the
workshop sessions. Essex
Mayor Ron McDermott will,
however, officially open the
summit. 

Directors from SOERC
told council that politicians
were not being invited to the
workshops to encourage
attendees to "talk freely"
about their ideas for the com-
munity and region.

SOERC secured the
endorsement of Essex Town
Council in February, follow-
ing their introduction at a
special economic develop-
ment meeting with private
sector stakeholders, includ-
ing members from the
Harrow Chamber of
Commerce and Essex
Business Improvement Area.

Fre information, call 519-
791-3261 or visit www.
soerc.com.

Plant &
Bake Sale
SAT., MAY 5TH

9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

DPM INSURANCE GROUP
29 Talbot Street North,

Essex, Ontario
Phone: (519) 776-6457

For
All Your

Financial &
Insurance
Needs...

See Us
Today!

Essex and District
Horticultural Society

at the Essex Train Station.

Rain or
Shine

      


