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Uncle Earl

SEPTIC, HOLDING TANK PUMPING
& EEL SERVICE

“A PLEDGE OF SERVICE”

(519) 738-3309
(519) 791-7964

CELL

SANITATION

Weekend

Service

Available

Custom Slaughtering, 
Cutting & Wrapping of 

Beef, Pork and Lamb
19950 Hill Road, Ridgetown, ON N0P 2C0

Provincially

Inspected

Tel: (519) 674-3732 Fax: (519) 674-3918
Toll Free: 1-877-365-0155

Jack Morris                                           Auctions Inc.

Auction Reminder
Antique, Household and Shop Equipment

Saturday, April 21 at 9:30 a.m.
At Exhibition Hall, Leamington Fair Grounds, across
from Tim Hortons. Starting at 9:30 with a large selection
of shop tools, furniture including 9 pc. Sklar Peplar
mahogany dining room suite, cedar chest, etc., numerous
pcs. china, glass and collectibles, quilts and linens, love-
ly 140 yr. old Rosewood sofa, small tables, rugs,
Heintzman upright piano, plus numerous other items.

Details and photos at www.jackmorrisauctions.com
Terms cash or personalized cheque day of sale

Auctioneer: Jack Morris, 519-687-2530 or 
1-800-462-3561

Time for Agricorp
audit

By Geri Kamenz, President, Ontario
Federation of Agriculture

Effective management of a
business, large or small,
requires access to current
financial reports and the lat-
est details affecting the busi-
ness. Ontario farms and farm
operators fall into this situa-
tion the same as other busi-
ness operators and managers.

For many months, farmers
and their organizations have
been calling on officials of
Agricorp, the province’s
agency that administers pro-
grams and services to the
farming community, to pro-
vide them with better service.
It has reached the point of a
number of commodity organ-
izations demanding that
OMAFRA Minister
Dombrowsky mandate a
value-for-money audit of
Agricorp.

The Ontario Federation of
Agriculture considered such
a call late last year, but
delayed an official vote on
the resolution until its March
board meeting. We were
hopeful changes could be
made at Agricorp that would
improve the service without
going to the expense of an

audit.
Now, OFA is calling on

Minister Dombrowsky and
the Hon. Norman Sterling,
chair of the standing commit-
tee on public accounts at
Queen’s Park, to request the
Provincial Auditor General
to undertake a special assign-
ment to perform this audit.

The resolution approved at
the March meeting refer-
ences Agricorp’s deficiencies
in dealing with crop insur-
ance issues, as well as its
less-than-efficient adminis-
tration of the Canadian
Agricultural Income
Stabilization (CAIS) pro-
gram. A number of farmers
have provided details of their
personal experiences with
Agricorp and its CAIS deal-
ings – they say their cash
flow position has been
adversely affected by pro-
cessing errors.

Farmers also complain
about Agricorp’s tardy
administration of other gov-
ernment support programs.
In the letter to Minister
Dombrowsky, I point out the
matter of her promises to

deliver by a stated deadline
being broken because of
Agricorp’s inefficiencies. 

The Minister told a crowd
at the 2006 International
Plowing Match that CAIS
Inventory Transition pro-
gram payments for the 2003
program year would be
mailed to farmers by
October, 2006 and the pay-
ments for the 2004 program
year would be in the mail by
November, 2006. That didn’t
happen! Just recently I
received my statement for the
2003 CAIS program year.

This approach to provid-
ing service to the province’s
farmers is not acceptable. We
can’t plan and manage our
businesses with such ineffec-
tive delivery of government
programs and services.

An audit of Agricorp’s
operations in 2000 reviewed
whether adequate procedures
were in place to ensure com-

pliance with legislation and
corporate procedures; to
ensure that resources were
managed with due regard for
economy and efficiency; and
to measure and report on the
corporation’s effectiveness in
fulfilling its legislated
responsibilities.

As president of Ontario’s
largest general farm organi-
zation, Minister, I don’t find
Agricorp is performing the
job Ontario farmers want and
need, nor is it living up to the
mandate provided by govern-
ment. There is an obvious
lack of focus by Agricorp on
client services, and Ontario
farmers need and deserve
better.

Farmers operate complex
businesses and when such a
critical link between govern-
ment and the management of
these businesses fails, it jeop-
ardizes our hope for success
in the global economy.

Green energy options
for farmers
Jake DeBruyn, the New
Technology Integration
Engineer for the Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs, will be speaking on
green energy options for
farms at the annual dinner of

the Essex County Christian
Farmers Association to be
held April 21 at Wagner
Orchards and Estate Winery.
For more information, con-
tact president John Barnett at
519-965-2320.


