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Decrease in registration expected

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Currently, swimming les-
sons range in cost from $60
to $90 depending on the
program, Cakebread said.

She said she is also wor-
ried about losing those
occasional users who come
to swim once or twice per
year.

“For them it’ll never be
of value to use,” she said.
“People will find some-
where else to swim.”

But many of the regula-
tions regarding how the user
fees will be implemented
for some facilities weren’t
outlined before council
voted to have the charges
applied August 1.

Until then, the town’s
director of parks and recre-
ation, Doug Sweet, has
asked all recreational facili-
ties and minor sports organ-
izations to submit their esti-
mates about the potential
effects the fees

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 201
103 Talbot Street North, Essex

may cause.

Once compiled, Sweet
will submit the report and
his recommendations to
council.

Essex Minor Baseball
Association president Joe
Grondin said the introduc-
tion of user fees has the
potential to affect all play-
ers.

“Everyone will be affect-
ed,” Grondin said. “Nobody
in their right mind will pay
$250, especially when reg-
istration is $80 for minor
teams and $40 for T-Ball.”

He said the charges might
even come to affect players

living within the municipal-
ity.

“You have a trickling
effect that with the loss of
registration, teams will have
to fold and then Essex play-
ers won’t have a place to
play,” he said. “That will be
a huge problem.”

Grondin said about 25 per
cent of the people who reg-
ularly sign up to play local
baseball live outside Essex.

Ward 3 Coun. Paul Innes
said local tax dollars
shouldn’t be supporting
players from other munici-
palities.

Innes brought the motion

Public invited to
special arena meeting

A special meeting of
Essex council will allow the
public to sit in during dis-
cussions regarding the pos-
sible construction of a new
local arena.

The meeting will be held
Friday at 4:30 inside the
council chambers at Essex
Town Hall.

Ward 3 Coun. Paul Innes
said the results of an inde-
pendent review on the con-
dition of Memorial Arena
will be presented during the
meeting. Innes has repeat-

edly suggested that council
reconsider its plans to build
a new facility until another
opinion is given about the
condition of Memorial
Arena.

Ward 1 Coun. Randy
Voakes has suggested to
council that the need for a
new facility is two-fold - to
make more ice time avail-
able for scheduling by the
Essex  Minor  Hockey
Association and to address
structural and safety con-
cerns at Memorial Arena.

forward to council last
month. He said more fund-
ing needs to be pumped into
roads and infrastructure and
the introduction of user fees
would be one way of gener-
ating revenue.

“I don’t think we should
be responsible for another
municipality’s kids,” he
said.

He said he is not worried
if registration drops for
minor sports teams or recre-
ational facilities.

“If it does, we won’t need
any more ice,” he said,
referring to plans for a pro-
posed new arena in Ward 1.

Essex  Mayor  Ron
McDermott said he’s been
hearing a number of com-
plaints about the user fees.

Although he voted in
favour of introducing the
fees, McDermott said he
doesn’t think they will be
implemented.

“That motion should
never have been passed,” he
said. “We’ll deal with it
down the road. It’s not
going to fly.”

McDermott  said  he
expects the fees to be either
reduced or dismissed entire-

ly.

Immigration minister
visits Harrow

an

"  ANDYMAN

L]

B MIKE
Fully insured

DON'T THROW IT OUT...
eV WY W RN specialty Woodcrafting

AY
- "549.776-1

Your Neighborhood
Handyman

Home Improvements
General Repairs
Crawl Space Work
Small Engine Repair
Lawn Maintenance

And S0 Much More

116

Hours: Mon. 12 - 4 p.m., Tues. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sat. 9a.m. -4 p.m., Sun. Closed

Important Dates:
Cardinal Corrter Prom
May 5
Viklarova Prom

May 11
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French Polish

\Hands & Feet

55 and up
20% discount

16 Talbot Street, Essex

919-776-1213

BOB PRICE HOME INSPECTIONS LTD.

Home Consulting & Inspectionsf—————
Courses Obtained

AHIT/ Canada -

structure - electrical - heating and cooling -

Interiors -

Exteriors-plumbing-roofs-insulation/ventilation -

Trainer Facilitator

Pump Operations

WHMIS «

Health and Safety Officer

Sprinkler Systems e

Building Construction

650 Steven Dr., LaSalle Ont. N9J 3A6
Cell (519) 999-9399 Home (519) 734-0008
roben770@sympatico.caJ
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HoME INSPECTIONS

President

Experience :-

= 9 years HVAC / Heating / Cooling / Mechanical
= 13 years of Home Renovations

= Past owner of Polar Insulation

= Volunteer Firefighter

For a professional and
timely inspection

www.bobpricehomeinspections.com

“The Qui/ting Store”

It’s Time To
Say Goodbye!

Storewide Sales 0][ Fabrics
Notions, Books
and Patterns.

.........................

Kuwik
Sew
Patterns

( Adult & Children Fasllions)

Also... 2 large cutting tab/es, cash
register, desk, shelves & cabinets
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K]83 Talbot St. South Tel: (519)770-5309

Ontario Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Mike
Colle, right, addresses a crowd April 14 at the
Camoes Portuguese Club in Harrow, joined by pres-
ident Delfina Pedro and Essex MPP Bruce Crozier.
Colle officially presented a $275,000 Ontario grant
towards a new facility being built at the site.

Countryside Upholstery

“For all your furniture needs”
e Foam for cushions )

¢ Furniture Reupholstery

® Repairs =
e Antique Restoration ‘

* Pick-Up & Delivery
¢ Free Estimates

737-6720 '

Proprietor Tom Collins ,
“Serving the Community for Over 30 Years”

Town of Essex
Parks and Recreation

Adult Fitness

Yoga &

Tai Chi

Call the Essex
Recreation Complex
for all the details!

519-776-8992



