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Blood donations honour an angel

By ANDY COMBER

Katelyn Laforet never
reached her second birthday,
yet her spirit is inspiring oth-
ers to donate blood and in
turn give the gift of life to so
many others.

"Children think we are
their strength, the truth is
they are ours,” said
Katelyn's parents, Debbie
Newman and Brian Laforet,
speaking at a blood donor
clinic held in memory of
their ~daughter at the
Portuguese Club in
Leamington, April 4.

"We were extra blessed,"
they said, speaking of what

Brandy VanEvery of
Leamington, 22,
donates blood at a
Canadian Blood
Services clinic held
in memory of
Katelyn Laforet,
April 4 in
Leamington.

they call "Katelyn's Golden
Journey."

Katelyn was born August
1, 2003, a healthy size of 8
pounds, but within a month
she became very lethargic -
the first sign of serious trou-
ble.

After six days in a
Windsor hospital, doctors
found disturbing blood lev-
els and transferred Katelyn
to a London children's hos-
pital. There she would spend
six weeks, receiving tests,
blood transfusions and other
extensive investigations.

Transferred to Toronto's
Hospital for Sick Children,
Katelyn was six months old

when doctors confirmed that
she was suffering from a

rare metabolic disorder,
Congenital Disorder of
Glycosolation (CDQG).

Katelyn's tiny body could
not transfer the sugars need-
ed to absorb protein, causing
varying degrees of disabili-
ties.

"During our time in
Toronto, Brian would drive
for four to five hours after a
full day of work every
Friday to spend time with us
before heading back out
Sunday  nights,"  said
Debbie, speaking about
what would become the
family routine for much of

Katelyn's life.

"Katelyn didn't know any
difference ... that was her
life. She remained happy
through it all ... it was her
laughter and smiles that kept
us going," said Debbie,
"Katelyn could wrap anyone
she met around her finger in
an instant with those big
puffy cheeks."

After spending 14 months
of her 20 months of life in
hospitals, Katelyn surren-
dered to the ravages of
CDG, passing away March
28, 2005.

"You might think that life
was unfair, or have pity for
us, but we are extremely for-
tunate people,” said Debbie,
"We were able to have the
privilege of caring for and
raising one of Life's Little
Miracles."

In her short life, Katelyn
received 103 blood transfu-
sions, "gifts" which pro-
longed her life for as much
as 18 months. "We would
have lost her in the first five
weeks if it were not for that
miracle," said Brian.

"We are extremely grate-
ful to so many who donate
blood."

Through Katelyn's life
journey with them, Debbie
and Brian said they have
learned to appreciate life and

Over 150 people visited a recent blood donor clinic in
Leamington held in memory of Katelyn Laforet, pic-
tured here on her first birthday, August 1, 2004.

understand the importance
and value of giving blood.

"Katelyn changed many
lives and accomplished
more in her short life than
most people do in a life-
time."

Debbie said over 150 peo-
ple came to the blood clinic
in Leamington, the third
held in memory of Katelyn,
adding to hundreds of dona-
tions made in her honour
here and around the world.

"Anyone can donate
blood from anywhere, any-

time and fill out a card to
have their blood donated in
honour of our Angel," said
Debbie and Brian, who
maintain a website called
"Angel Katelyn" found
online at www.caring-
bridge.org/ca/katelyn/.
Canadian Blood Services
will hold their next blood
clinic in Essex April 17 at
the Legion Hall beginning at
2 p.m. For information, or to
learn how you can donate,
call 1-888-2-DONATE (1-
888-236-6283).
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with purchase of any ECHO power
tool from a participating ECHO dealer.

www.echo.ca

FREE ECHO Cap!

ECHO is the only manufacturer that offers a five year consumer
warranty on all of their products including lifetime ignition.
Plus, the new Power Boost Vortex ™ engine is more powerful,

fuel efficient and environmentally clean.

 Special pricing is in effect from February 1 until July 31, 2007 at the following

participating ECHO dealer(s).
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18.5-, 20- and 22-hp**

Briggs & Stratton Engines

38", 42", 44" or 50" Mower Decks
Easy-to-Use Controls

Tight 14" Turning Radius
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SEE THE NEW PRODUCTS FOR 2007.
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FULL COVERAGE
WARRANTY

&Y Model 20054

Personal Pace Self-Propel
Guaranteed-to-Start (GTS®)

Briggs and Stratton® Engine

Super Recycler Cutting System

Premium Cast Aluminum Deck (won't rust)
Bag Optional

5-Year Full Warranty

3699.99 *

20054 Personal Pace®

Rear Wheel Drive

Toro's best keeps getting
better! Toro's new line of
SR4  Super Recycler
gas-powered mower's
have premium, high
performance features
that will keep your lawn
beautifully manicured for
years to come.

TORO REBATE PROGRAM:
March 15 - May 15, 2007 on all

Super Recycler SR4 mowers.

*Toro Financing available

TORO. Countonit.

Visit us at www.toro.com



