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Moving the funds to
farmers

by Geri Kamenz, President
Ontario Federation of Agriculture

Hearing about govern-
ment support money and
getting that money into
your hands can be two very
different things. Farmers
were pleased when they
heard Prime Minister
Stephen Harper announce a
billion dollars for Canadian
agriculture at the beginning
of March. It wasn’t exactly
the companion program
announcement we wanted,
but it did recognize cost-of-
production increase and an
improvement to CAIS.

The budget has now
passed, but we’re still wait-
ing for delivery details for
that money, at least the

$400 million targeted for
easing production costs
from the past four years.
Seems it’s much easier to
announce such funding
than it is to work out the
details of getting it into the
hands of producers.

OFA and its national
partner, the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture,
will be working with gov-
ernment officials over the
next few weeks to find the
most appropriate delivery
mechanism. We also have
to encourage our provincial
government to add its con-
tribution to the package.

Getting these dollars into

the hands of farmers is an
urgent issue for many. A
recent media story quoting
a retired University of
Guelph professor, George
Brink-man, provided some
scary figures about the high
level of debt Canadian
farmers have accumulated
– almost $47 billion, an
increase of 300 per cent
since 1981.

The Brinkman story
pointed out that farmers in
the United States, because
of their lower level of debt,
are able to earn $100,000
for every $400,000 of
investment. In Canada, our
farmers can only realize
$15,000 on every $400,000
of investment or debt.
Because of their high debt
situation, the Brinkman
story states that the average
Canadian farmer will need
73.3 years to pay off the
farm’s accumulated debt.

Considering a number of

factors, Brinkman says low
interest rates in Canada
have kept Canadian farm-
ers in business in recent
years. He predicts the next
crisis Canadian farmers
will encounter will come in
the form of higher interest
rates.

Earlier this year, I dealt
with rural poverty in an
OFA commentary. Just
recently I made a presenta-
tion to the Senate
Committee examining the
rural poverty issue. Others
from rural Eastern Ontario
participated in that session
with Senator Joyce
Fairbairn, and the picture
became abundantly clear –
as agriculture languishes
with low income and high
input costs, the entire rural
economy is slowly crum-
bling.

Senator Fairbairn was
told about banking institu-
tions closing their doors in

small rural communities
because of dwindling popu-
lations. The same situation
applies to other businesses,
once able to thrive in rural
Ontario.

Speaking for agriculture,
I told the hearing that agri-
culture has a bright future
in today’s economy –
demand for the energy that
agriculture can produce and
the safe, high quality food
products available at the
local level, give us cause
for optimism.

Money to invest in agri-
culture is a key missing
ingredient. We need target-
ed investment from the
public sector to allow agri-
culture to survive and

thrive in today’s economy –
right now farmers have no
money of their own to
invest to keep producing
and to sustain the rural
economy.

I told Senator Fairbairn
that farmers “are quite pre-
pared to create new wealth,
but they need strategic
investments in order to do
that.”

That’s why it is so criti-
cal that our governments
work co-operatively with
us to develop the distribu-
tion strategy for the $400
million the Prime Minister
wants us to have – prefer-
ably before we head to the
fields in a few weeks.

Junior Farmers kick
off new year

Improved New Member,
and the club scrapbook got
third place.  

Hincks/Dellcrest Rural
Treatment Center near
Georgian Bay, commonly
known as “The Farm”, was
chosen as the provincial
charity for the year.

The annual March
Conference signifies the
start of a new year for
Junior Farmers. Eighteen
Essex-Kent (Kessex) Junior
Farmers attended the con-
ference held in Stratford the
weekend of March 23.

A local Kessex member,
Adam McLeod of Cottam,
was elected to the provincial
executive as the Executive
Director of  Membership. 

Commenting on his new
position, McLeod said, “I
feel very honoured to hold
the position of Executive
Director of Membership.
Some of my hopes for the
upcoming year are to devel-
op clubs in Middlesex and
Elgin county, as well as
many more. I also really
want to try to attract more
members and people to
come out  to the fabulous
provincial events because
once this occurs they won't
be able to help it but want to
attend the next one.”

This year’s workshops
included financial investing,
laughter therapy, workplace
etiquette, and negotiation
skills.  In addition there was
a presentation on business
marketing and following the
presentation groups of JF
members designed a method
of bettering Junior Farmers.
One group presentation was
chosen to be implemented.
The group altered the logo,
name and website to be
more friendly towards non-
farmers and non-members.  

There was a semi formal
banquet and dance in which
new positions were sworn in
and awards were granted.
Heather McLeod of Cottam
received Member of the
Year, Brian Sterling of Pain
Court received Most

Jack Morris                                           Auctions Inc.
Auction Sale

Antique, Household and Shop Equipment
Saturday, April 21 at 9:30 a.m.

Sale will be held at the Exhibition Hall at Leamington
Fair Grounds, Leamington, just off Hwy. 77 (behind
Applebee’s and across from Tim Hortons). Selling the
property of John and Freida Woelk of Leamington, plus
items from two Windsor estates.

Please note 9:30 a.m. start
Woelk Shop Tools - selling at 9:30 a.m.: Sears 10” band
saw; Craftsman handled router and Craftsman router
w/table; Sears table scroll 5/8” saw; Craftsman radial
arm saw; 16” scroll saw and table; 12” drill press; 10”
table saw; pressure washer; plus numerous misc. shop
items. Woelk Antiques, China, Glass and Collectibles:
12” blue water pitcher signed; blue painted bowl and
pitcher; various jugs and pitchers; pink depression glass;
lg. quantity china including hand painted Nippon,
Noritake, Japanese and Belgium; collector plates and
numerous misc. pcs. china and glass; quantity of quilts
and linens; Russian dishes and samovar; coal oil lamps
and numerous small collectibles. Woelk Furniture:
Sklar Peplar mahogany 9 pc. DR suite w/table that seats
12 when extended, 6 cane back chairs w/needlepoint
seats, lg. hutch and side table; stand for bowl and pitch-
er; chesterfield and loveseat; lamps; desk; dressers;
approx. 6 pcs. wicker furniture; beds; cedar chest; sewing
machine; deacons bench, children’s toy furniture; etc.
Antiques and Furniture from two Windsor Estates:
lovely 140 yr. old Rosewood sofa, ornately carved and
reupholstered in burgundy velvet; two drop leaf tables;
small tables; 30” Victorian marble topped round table;
antique parlour and DR chairs; marble top dresser; lg.
wool carpet in rose w/floral border; 2 sm. oriental rugs;
BR set; floor and table lamps; prints and paintings; 3
Shelley cups and saucers; Carltonware fruit bowl; misc.
glass and china; old violin; old medical satchels and med-
ical tools; Heintzman upright piano; quantity of toys;
cedar chest; BR suite; 80 hp Mercury outboard motor;
9.7 hp Johnson outboard motor; fishing equip.; quantity
of golf balls; db. pedestal wooden desk; other misc.
items.
Terms cash or personalized cheque day of sale. Owner
or auctioneer not responsible for accidents day of sale.

Lunch available.
Auctioneer: Jack Morris, 519-687-2530 or 

1-800-462-3561
Details and photos at www.jackmorrisauctions.com

LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
LONG ESTABLISHED SIGN MFG. SHOP

HAS CLOSED
Tuesday, April 17th at 9:30 A.M. (Preview 8:00 A.M.)
the Complete Inventory and Chattels of the former
“Acme Sign Co.” at 4145-7th Conc., Windsor (across
from the Windsor Airport) has closed and approximately
950 lots to include: Trucks w/70’ and 80’ cranes, trailers,
all stock tools, welders, paint booths, office items, an
assortment of 60 year old 3/4 cut oak. TERMS: Cash,
Interac, Certified Funds or Bank Letter of Credit. 10%
Buyer’s Premium. Listing and pictures visit www.theauc-
tionadvertiser.com/RichardLavin

RICHARD LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
(519)735-3070 TECUMSEH, ONT.

ESTATE AUCTION
A PUBLIC AUCTION FOR A LIVING ESTATE & OTHERS WILL BE HELD AT 357
QUEEN ST. (Walker Rd.) HARROW

SATURDAY, APRIL 14th AT 9:30 A.M.
VERY PARTIAL LIST: ANT. & COLL.: Vict. loveseat, oak rocker, wicker bassinette,
dressers, 2-6 ft. oriental & 5 smaller Italian vases, over 25 movie & music posters incl. Elvis,
M. Monroe, James Dean, Muhammad Ali etc., flags in stands, floor lamps, oak tool box, 1911
wood trunk, spoon coll., wedding dress, glass & china & much more. MODERN & MISC.:
Gas range, 2 fridges, washer, dryer, micros, lovely 9 pc. oak dining suite, 2 round tables w/4
chairs, glass top table w/2 chairs, Lazy Boy recliner, sofa & chair, side chairs, 54” flatscreen
TV & 8 others, VCRs, DVD players, 2 Yamaha elect. keyboards, 16 HP J. Deere L166 lawn
tractor w/46” deck, 12 HP riding mower, 2 fifth wheels, 2-29 ft. travel trailers,   two    boats,
3/4   ton   pickup   and   much  more.   Excellent  sale -  DON’T MISS  IT.  For  pics  see 

theauctionadverstiser.com  
PREVIEW - Fri. 5-7 p.m. or Sat. 8:30 a.m. TERMS: Cash - approved cheque - Visa & M/C

MARWOOD ANDREWS - AUCTIONEER  
519-738-3220 e-mail bidfive@jet2.nct. 

Lunch Available - NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS


