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“I’'m working hard and
governing, not campaign-
ing,” said Watson, adding
that he does plan on throw-
ing his name into the ring
when the time comes. And,
as the local Conservative
Riding Association was
busy moving into its new
office on Talbot Street last
week, the Watson camp’s
pre-campaigning strategies
may not be too far off.

The Essex MP received
23,125 votes in the January
2006 election, 3,600 more
than Whelan and about
10,000 more than Natyshak.

He cited his govern-
ment’s commitment to
developing cleaner fuels
and its investments in
provincial infrastructure,
including a $400-million
down payment for a new
Windsor-Detroit ~ border
crossing, as a few of the
highlights he’s seen since
being re-elected to a
parliamentary office.

Watson said the federal
government’s announce-
ment in January to create
the eManifest program,
which works to ensure that
all cargo information is
received electronically
from importers before
crossing the border, will
improve the flow of traffic
and trade
between Canada and the
United States.

It’s what the troubled
automotive industry needs,
he said.

“We’ve gotten results for
the Canadian automotive
industry,” he said. “The
number one priority for
them is infrastructure — an
international border cross-
ing — and we’ve laid down
plans for that.”

But Natyshak said the
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Taras Natyshak holds daughter Airika at his campaign headqguarters during a visit
from NDP Leader Jack Layton during the lead-up to last year’s federal election.
Natyshak received the local NDP nomination at a meeting held March 24.

manufacturing industry has
still been devastated by
NAFTA, calling Watson
“voiceless and ineffective.”

“We’re seeing disastrous
job losses,” Natyshak said.
“I’s time to implement
strategies, such as the Auto
Pact, which kept our num-
ber one economic drive
going. I'm sick and tired of
hearing about my friends
and neighbours losing their
jobs and economic securi-
ty.”

The Canada-United
States Automotive
Agreement or “Auto Pact”,
helped increase production
in the Canadian industry,
creating thousands of new
jobs before a World Trade
Organization declared it
illegal and it was abolished
in 2001.

“The issue now is jobs,
jobs, jobs,” Natyshak said.

Three weeks after he
became the federal NDP
candidate during the local
riding association’s “most
successful nomination

meeting in history,”
Natyshak says he is very
soon planning to meet with
constituents.

With the experience of
last year’s campaign under
his belt, the Essex resident
said this time around he
feels more confident about
his chances.

“I have a vision, a ton of
energy and a clear mes-
sage,” Natyshak said.
“Running in the last elec-
tion was one of the biggest
learning experiences in my
life. I’ve leaned to listen a
lot closer to what people’s
needs and desires are.”

With the local Liberal
Riding Association’s nomi-
nation meeting scheduled
for later this month, Whelan
said she is “absolutely run-
ning” in an upcoming elec-
tion campaign.

“I'm putting my name
forward because there isn’t
any greater opportunity
than working for the people
of Essex County and being
able to get my message

across,” she said.

Her message includes
new ideas to create a
healthy environment and
improved health care sys-
tem, “starting with child-
care and seniors.”

Whelan is also advocat-
ing the formation of
portable pensions, to pro-
tect retirees from the risks
created by failing compa-
nies.

“We know Canadians
will continue to change jobs
and pensions should be
portable with different
options,” she said.

Since the January 2006
campaign, Whelan said she
is “better rounded” with a
greater understanding of the
business world.

“The Canadian govern-
ment is too slow in being
proactive to industry,” she
said. “Windsor-Essex has
always been a microcosm
of what Canada is. It’s real-
ly important to have direc-
tion.”

Heated bridge prevents safety

By DANIEL SCHWAB

Essex County Council
applauded plans to replace
the Cedar Creek bridge
with an innovative geother-
mally heated deck.

The current bridge struc-
ture, which sits on County
Road 23 bordering the
municipalities of Essex and
Kingsville, was considered
for replacement because of
an advanced state of deteri-
oration, said  County
Engineer Tom Bateman at
the council meeting April 4.

In 2005, a load limit was
placed on the bridge and
last year an environmental
assessment and preliminary

designs were approved.
Construction on the
replacement structure is
scheduled to begin July 2,
with a completion date set
for the end of summer.

The geothermal design,
proposed by the Becker
Engineering Group, is a
snowmelt concept that will
use a ground source heat
recovery system, ensuring
the bridge deck remains at a
consistent temperature of
40 degrees.

Ideally, the system will
keep ice and snow from
accumulating on the surface
of the bridge, Bateman said.

The County was awarded
funding for the project

through the Canada-Ontario

Municipal Rural Infra-
structure Fund earlier this
year.

The price of the new
bridge is $1.28 million.
Tecumseh Mayor Gary
McNamara said the project
is a “great opportunity to
showcase what we’re doing
here in the county.”
McNamara suggested the
new bridge be submitted for
recognition to the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities Green Fund.
“I think this project fits
two-fold, number one,
obviously on the environ-
ment and the energy that we
can utilize is pretty unique,”

hazards

McNamara said.

Councillors raised con-
cerns about the chance of
the heating pipes freezing
and splitting during the cold
winter months.

A Becker Engineering
Group representative told
them that an environmen-
tally friendly bio-solution
would be used in the pipes
that will prevent freezing in
any Essex County tempera-
ture.

Other concerns about the
cost of daily maintenance
on the system were also
addressed. The cost is esti-
mated to be somewhere in
the order of $30 per day.
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All Your
Financial &
Insurance
Needs...

Woodslee United Church
#er

ROAST BEEF
DINNER

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2007
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
TAKE OuT AVAILABLE

Adults: $14.00
Children (5-11): $5.00

For more information call

919-723-4601

See Us

29 Talbot Street North, @
Essex, Ontario =

Phone: (519) 776-6457 M.

TRAVEL s 776-6439

ESSEX
Established in 1948 ® OT 0046911 76 TALBOT ST. N.

Apr 28 Tanger Outlet, Howell Michigan $45.00

May 10 Tulip Time, Holland Michigan & Turkeyville $219.00

May 22 Shipshewana Flea Market $65.00

May 26 - June 6 Scotland, Loch Ness, Isle of Skye & more $3289.00

June 9 Grand River Boat Cruise, meal included $83.00

June 13 The Walter’s Family Country Music Show, buffet lunch incl $98.00
June 18-21 Wisconsin Dells, Water Ski Show, House on Rock, Dells Cruise $499.00
June 21 To Kill A Mockingbird, Stratford Fest, lunch included $139.00
June 27 Closer Walk with Patsy Cline, Port Dover, lunch included $99.00
July 11 Country Duets, Walter’s Family, buffet lunch incl, $98.00

July 30-Aug 12 The Maritimes, Cabot Trail & New England $2099.00

Sept 14-23 European Spree, Germany, Italy, Switzerland & France $3215.00

SALT BUSTER

SPECIAL!

Complete Interior Shampoo
& Clean Up

Exterior Paint Sealant from $25.00 plus gst.
Express Wash and Vacuum Always $10.00.

(Watch out for April Showers of Savings in EssexD

14 Keown St. Essex p40_ 77606

(under the water tower)

goft Sud's
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are our speciality!
CHECK OUT THESE DEALS!!!

00

04 Chev Impala, V6, loaded 36 000 KM 211 3;588
06 G6 Sedan, V6, loaded, white, 8 800 KM y o
04 Montana Van, 7 seater, loaded, 43 000 K L 005
00 Grand Am SE, Auto,A/C, very clean 79 00 f 0005
04 Grand Prix GTP, Supercharged! Leather, sunroo o005
05 Buick Allure, loaded, power seat, 43 000 KM e
06 Mustang GT, V8 leather, Ioaded: 12 OQO KM . 1709
03 Montana Ext V6, 7 seater captain chair, 46 00 " | Si2000

03 Grand Prix GT, Leather, Sunroof, loaded 62 000
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Paul Griffiths

e 150+ Point Inspections

o Manufacturer’s Warranty

o 24-hour Roadside Assistance
© 30 day/2500 km no hassle exchange privilege
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Pontiac Buick GMC

“Where Great Prices Sell Cars!”’ Roy Griffiths

548 COUNTRY RD. 34 519-776-7354
Visit us at: www.essexpontiac.com

Optimum
USED VEHICLES

Canada.



