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Custom Slaughtering, 
Cutting & Wrapping of 

Beef, Pork and Lamb
19950 Hill Road, Ridgetown, ON N0P 2C0

Provincially

Inspected

Tel: (519) 674-3732 Fax: (519) 674-3918
Toll Free: 1-877-365-0155

Uncle Earl

SEPTIC, HOLDING TANK PUMPING
& EEL SERVICE

“A PLEDGE OF SERVICE”

(519) 738-3309
(519) 791-7964

CELL

SANITATION

Weekend

Service

Available

Inspiring enthusiasm
by Geri Kamenz, President

Ontario Federation of Agriculture

We’re regularly inspired
to work harder for Ontario
agriculture by the enthusias-
tic young people we see all
fired up for the industry.
While they may not all
members of the Junior
Farmers’ Association of
Ontario, many are, and that
group can manufacture
enthusiasm – at one time
their motto was ‘Act enthu-
siastic, and you’ll be enthu-
siastic.’

I recently attended the
annual provincial spring
meeting of Junior Farmers
in Stratford and experienced
their contagious zest for life.
That’s a spirit farmers have
to have to do their best at
everything they tackle –
everything from raising a
family to raising livestock,
planting crops and even
attending meetings to plan
for their future. Life can
become tedious and difficult
if there’s no enthusiasm.

Junior Farmers have been
creating and delivering
enthusiasm for decades in
Ontario. On a regular basis
they export their skills and

inspiring attitudes when
they travel to other parts of
the world on exchange vis-
its. 

Self help and community
betterment have long been
the goals of Junior Farmers.
The clubs they have formed
across the province have
fostered hundreds of com-
munity betterment and
development projects –
everything from community
parks to cleaning up public
spaces and grooming road-
sides.

These energetic young
people place a lot of empha-
sis on improving their own
lives too – competing in
sporting events, staging
drama and public speaking
competitions, and getting
involved in debating work-
shops – all in preparation
for their futures.

In recent years the
Ontario Federation of
Agriculture has provided
the venue for the Young
Farmers’ Forum. This
brings the young people to
OFA’s convention to
observe and participate in

discussions and develop-
ment of farm policy. From
this stage, they move on to
the national level where
they experience the man-
agement and communica-
tions skills of fellow young
farmers from across
Canada.

The networks of young
farmers that have been cre-
ated in this manner have
served agriculture well.
Over the decades, all
Ontario farm organizations
have benefitted from the
leadership skills learned by
Junior Farmers. A lot of
them have become commu-
nity minded and have
sought municipal council
positions, some even getting
involved in provincial and
federal politics.

Others have dedicated
their talents and enthusiasm
to bettering agriculture –
some as farm organization
leaders, some in the service
industries that keep agricul-
ture operating.

Today’s farm leaders
rarely have the benefit of
time to look far ahead for
what the industry needs to
be doing. They are too occu-
pied dealing with the day-
to-day issues. We need to
recognize the potential of
the Junior Farmers, and
encourage them to look fur-

ther to the future at what the
industry needs and the best
ways of accomplishing
those objectives.

Today’s farm leaders
need to become better lis-
teners and pay attention
when the next generation of
farmers talk about their
dreams and expectations for
the industry.

Agriculture in Ontario
has a tremendous future and
an inspired and ambitious
generation anxious to get
involved. All farmers need
to recognize the future we
have and the future farmers
who are geared up and
ready to make it work. Let’s
put all minds, young and
old, together and make it
work!

CALL NOW AND WE WILL MATCH 
OR BEAT ANY QUOTE.

• Family Owned and Operated
• Senior Discounts
• Free Estimates
• 24 Hour Service
• Fully Insured

16 Years +
Experience

519-839-5554 or 1-888-839-5554

LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
Annual Good Friday Sale - April 6th at 10 a.m.

13400 Desro Dr., Tecumseh
Consigned to this sale - tools, welder, generators, good
selection of lawn maintenance equipment, lawn mowers,
pair of Ford Jubilies, Travelair 20’ trailer and many other
consignments by sale time.

RICHARD LAVIN AUCTIONS
519-735-3070 TECUMSEH


