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Essex Ward 1 sees 2 per cent tax increase

Town budget to be unveiled at public meeting

By ANDY COMBER

All that remains is a pub-
lic meeting to adopt the
2007 budget for the Town
of Essex following
approval of the final draft
by town council March 19.

For 2007, the owner of a
home in Ward 1 assessed at
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with $2,000 down payment or equivalent trade, $1150 freight.

© 3.0L OHV V6 ENGINE * 15" ALUMINUM WHEELS
e BODY COLOUR FENDER FLARES ¢ BODY COLOUR FRONT
GRILLE ¢ AM/FM/CD PLAYER ¢ FOG LAMPS ¢ SECURILOCK®
PASSIVE ANTI-THEFT SYSTEM e 4-WHEEL ABS
¢ TIRE PRESSURE MONITORING SYSTEM
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$200,000 will pay $1,581
in municipal taxes, up $32
or two per cent from last

year.
Based on the same
assessment, municipal

taxes in Ward 4 (Harrow)
will be $1,463, up $37 or
2.5 per cent, and $1,415 in
Wards 2 and 3 (Colchester
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North and South), up $42
or about three per cent.

Town Treasurer Donna
Hunter said that the major
influences in the budget
increases for the base mill
rate included higher polic-
ing costs and increases to
wages and salaries for town
employees.
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Hunter said that more
than half of the increase in
taxes, about $23, was due
to a 13 per cent increase in
garbage and organic tip-
ping fees that are not con-
trolled by the town.
Increased work on roadside
ditching accounted for an
increase of the rural mill
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rate by $5, she said.

At the regular meeting
that followed budget talks,
Ward 3 Coun. Paul Innes
said that increasing costs
associated with having a
municipal police force

were causing significant
budget woes.
The Essex Police budget
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with $3,699 down payment or equivalent trade, $1250 freight.

e 4.6L V-8 ENGINE « POWER WINDOWS/LOCKS/MIRRORS
* AUTOMATIC AND AIR ¢ POLISHED STEEL RUNNING BOARDS
¢ 18” ALUMINUM WHEELS ¢ AM/FM STEREO W/CD » TOW HOOKS
* REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY ¢ CHROME BAR STYLE GRILLE

INCLUDES XTR PACKAGE DISCOUNT OF $600
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Now GET 1000 WORTH OF
NO EXTRA-CHARGE ACCESSORIES

ON ALL '07 RANGER, F-150 AND MOST SUPER DUTY. PLUS THE ALL-NEW 08 SUPER DUTY.
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VEHICLE SPLASH
SECURITY GUARDS
PLU
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CHROME BUG SHIELD

DEFLECTOR

WINDOW CHROME
RUNNING BOARDS

REMOTE START SYSTEMS, SPORT LINER, TAIL LAMP SURROUND, MOBILE-EASE HANDS FREE PHONE SYSTEM,
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COME MAKE YOUR TRUCK YOUR OWN
AT YOUR ONTARIO FORD STORE

TOWING TRAILER HITCH, SLIDING REAR WINDOW, OVERHEAD RAIL LIFESTYLE KITS, BED HOOKS, BED RAILS, AND MORE.

WISE BUYERS READ THE LEGAL COPY: Offer valid in the province of Ontario only. *Lease a new 2007 Ford F-150 SuperCrew XLT 4x4 with XTR package for only $369 (after $3,000 Delivery Allowance deducted) per month based on an annual lease rate of 1.0% and a 36 month lease from Ford Credit to qualified retail lessees, on
approved credit. Total lease obligation is $16,983. Optional buyout is $19,907.52. Some conditions and a mileage restriction of 60,000 km over 36 months apply. A charge of 12 cents per km over mileage restriction applies, plus applicable taxes. $3,699 down payment or equivalent trade required. First month’s payment and $0 security
deposit required. Offer excludes freight ($1,250) licence, insurance, administration fees and all applicable taxes. **Purchase a new 2007 Ranger Sport SuperCab 4x2 5-speed with air for $239 per month based on a purchase annual percentage rate of 3.9% and down payment of $2,000 (after $1000 Delivery Allowance Deducted). Taxes
payable on full amount of purchase price. Purchase offer excludes freight($1,150), licence, insurance, administration fees and all applicable taxes. + Receive $1,000 of selected Genuine Ford truck accessories at no extra charge with the purchase or lease of most new 2007 Ford Ranger, F-150 (including Price Leader), F-250 and F-350
Super Duty/2008 F-250, F-350 and F-450 Super Duty vehicles (excluding Chassis Cab models) delivered on or before April 23, 2007. Taxes payable on total price of the vehicle, including accessories. $1,000 accessories offer is not redeemable for cash and can only be applied to pre-selected eligible accessories available at your
dealership as outlined in the program. The price of the accessories includes installation. Total may exceed $1,000. Factory installed accessories are not eligible under this offer. Only one offer may be applied toward the purchase or lease of an eligible vehicle. This offer can be used in conjunction with most consumer offers made available
by Ford of Canada at the time of purchase. A, X, Z, D and F Plan members are eligible for this program. This offer is not applicable to any Fleet or Government delivery and not combinable with CFIP, CPA GPC, Daily Rental Allowances and the Commercial Connection Program. This is a limited-time offer. Rainchecks available on factory
orders. Offer may be cancelled at any time without notice. Offer is subject to vehicle and accessory availability. See Ford Dealer for a list of eligible accessories with prices and further details. t No Security Deposit on all 2007/2008 Ford vehicles (excluding the 2007/2008 Ford Shelby GT 500, Ford GT, Econoline Cutaways and Stripped
Chassis, Ford F-Series Chassis Cabs, Ford Medium Trucks and LCF) effective January 2, 2007 until April 2 2007. Security Deposit may be required by Ford Credit based on customer credit terms and conditions. TBased on Canadian Vehicle Manufacturers' Association statistical sales report, December 2006. Dealer may lease for less.
Limited time offers. Offers may be cancelled at any time without notice. Some conditions may apply to the Graduate Recognition Program. See Dealer for details.
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for 2007 increased by
$300,000, bringing the total
to about $4.25 million. This
cost is high compared to
Kingsville, which has a
contract with the Ontario
Provincial Police at a cost
of $2.73 million, a differ-
ence of over $1.5 million.

"When you do the math,
there's something wrong, I
mean very wrong," said
Innes, who complained that
Essex was paying much
higher costs for policing
than neighbouring munici-
palities - making deep cuts
necessary in other areas of
the budget.

"We've ripped the heart
out of every budget item,
removing funds needed to
maintain infrastructure,"
said Innes, who made notes
of the significant cuts to the
public works department
and capital projects.

"That is why we have a
crumbling road situation,
insufficient bridges, arenas
that require emergency
repairs just to keep them
safe," said Innes. "We have
these problems because we
have sacrificed all for
policing."

Major cuts affecting the
town's infrastructure
included the $345,346
reconstruction and
repaving of Alice Street in
Ward 1 and the $68,576
repave of sections of the
3rd Concession in Ward 3,
both originally approved
for 2007 as part of the
town’s 10-year capital road
plan.

In addition, the public
work's sidewalk fund was
slashed $10,000 to
$70,000, and funds for
bridge and culvert work
were reduced by $100,000.

The town will be releas-
ing details of a public meet-
ing to adopt the 2007 budg-
et, which is tentatively
scheduled for Monday,
April 16.

For a $200,000 home in
Ward 1, the county tax
increase is 1.8 per cent, up
$13.85 to $788.40.
Education taxes remain
unchanged at $528. The
total municipal tax bill will
be just over $2,897.
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