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FREE ADMISSION

FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2007 - 11-8
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2007 - 11-4

FEATURING

Mark Eaton - Freud Router Demonstration
Ralph Swan - Minwax Demos
PPlote /n—sZote Pemo 2
Lathe Techniques-Scroll Sawing-Bandsaw Tuneup

INSIDE LEAMINGTON HOME HARDWARE
114 Erie St. N, Leamington, ON
PHONE: 519-326-4835=FAX: 519-326-0844
www.leamingtontool.com
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Why Replace that Tractor...  Rad Repair
Done Onsite

. Performance Machine Inc.

35 Victoria Avenue,

Essex 776-6761
www.siefker.com

Don’t Wait n’l’ sz’g DO IT NOW

Bi-Annual Consignment

CONSTRUCTION AUCTION

to be held at THE PROPERTY OF
Eldorado Logistics

County Rd. 42, Belle River, Ontario
SATURDAY, MARCH 31st, 2007 at 10:00 am

Surplus Equipment and vehicles from various townships as well as private industries...
J.D. 310G (2001) Backhoe ¢ Case Trencher w/trailer * Ford L8000 w/snowplow and wing ¢ Ford
L8000 Universal Garbage Packer * Int’l 4900 Universal Garbage Packer * Int’1 4900 - 5 ton w/plow
& side salter ® Chev Cube Van w/marine radio & traffic control lights « AC 4000 Ib. Propane
Forklift  Clark 3000 Ib. 3 wheel Electric Forklift  Hyster 6000 1b. Propane Forklift » Yale 6000
1b. Propane Forklift « TCM 6000 lb. Propane Forklift « Hyster 6500 Ib. Electric Forklift w/1
Charger » Hyster 10,000 Ib. Electric Forklift « V1150 Vermeer 36 in. Trencher w/trailer ® New
Holland 15 hp Lawn Tractor  Bombadier DS650 4-wheeler ¢ J.D. 345 - 18 hp, 48” mower ¢ J.D.
GT275 - 17 hp, 48” mower » J.D. LX188, 17 hp, 48” mower ® Bolaris 70 hp Tractor ® JR2 Propak
Boiler and MUCH, MUCH MORE...

Phone: (519) 728-2120 Fax: (519) 728-3537
EPD AUCTION AND APPRAISERS INC.

Please visit our website for more information. Website: www.epdauction.com

ZEPD

AUCTION AND APPRAISERS INC.
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Town considers OPP for policing

By DANIEL SCHWAB

In a recorded five-two
vote, Essex council agreed
to form a steering commit-
tee to request a contract
price from the Ontario
Provincial Police for the
same level of service cur-
rently being provided by
the Essex Police Service.

The motion was brought
forward at Monday night’s
council meeting by Ward 3
Coun. Paul Innes, who
asked council to “wake up
to the reality that we can’t
afford municipal policing
any longer.”

Innes said the Essex
Police Service’s budget has
increased by $300,000 this
year. Council initially sent
the budget back to police
March 6 asking that it be
reduced. It was returned
after police slashed it by
$20,000.

It now stands at $4.25
million, Innes said, up from
last year’s figure of $3.93
million.

The 2007 OPP contract
budget for Lakeshore is
$3.8 million, despite being
bigger than Essex in both
size and population, Innes
said.

Kingsville’s  policing
budget is also lower, stand-
ing at approximately $2.7
million.

Innes called Kingsville
“virtually the mirror image
of Essex” in size and popu-
lation and questioned why
the Essex police budget
needed to be almost $2 mil-
lion higher.

“There is something very

wrong,” Innes said. “Our
(municipal) budget is in
trouble because of polic-
ing.”

Innes said funding has
had to be slashed from
infrastructure, public works
and the fire department in
order to pay for policing.

Innes requested that he
and Deputy Mayor Richard
Meloche chair the steering
committee.

Ward 1 Coun. Randy
Voakes, who opposed the
motion along with Ward 1
Coun. Morley Bowman,
criticized the initiative's
speedy passage by council.

"To make a decision like
this in 30 seconds is an
injustice to our municipali-
ty," he said. "Their safety
was just decided in 30 sec-
onds."

User fees for non-
Essex residents

People from neighbour-
ing municipalities using
recreational facilities in
Essex will each be required
to pay a $250 user fee start-
ing August 1.

In a recorded four-three
vote, council agreed to
have the user fees imposed
for non-Essex residents in
all recreational facilities
throughout Essex, includ-
ing arenas and swimming
pools.

Ward 3 Coun. Paul Innes
brought the motion forward
to council at the March 19
meeting.

Two weeks ago, Innes
suggested the user fee be
$1,000 for each non-Essex

resident.

He said 48 per cent of
hockey players currently
using Essex Memorial
Arena are not from Essex.

“Our taxpayers are pay-
ing for it,” he said. “I don’f
think that’s fair.”

There was concern from
Deputy Mayor Richard
Meloche about a potential
backlash from neighbour-
ing municipalities.

“Other municipalities
will reciprocate and that’l]
affect Essex residents,” he
said.

Ward 1 Coun. Randy
Voakes said the initiative
was too premature.

“We’re still trying to get
a shovel in the ground for a
new arena,” he said. “I just
don’t think now is the right
time.”

But there was support
from Mayor Ron
McDermott, who said the
town has already had dis-
cussions with the munici-
palities of Lakeshore and
Kingsville about the possi-
bility of introducing user
fees.

With the fees taking
effect in August, normal
registration costs for most
minor league sports will
have already been paid and
users won’t see the added
fees until next season.

Town administration will
also be drafting a report on
the expected impact on the
municipality.
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The government of
Ontario could eradicate
poverty if it had the desire
to do so. The Premier of
Ontario has indicated that
the upcoming budget will
address poverty head-on
and we would like to
applaud his commitment
and desire to do so. Let’s

hope that he will include
innovations to lift people
out of poverty, thus improv-
ing their quality of life and
ability to provide for their
loved ones.

Having an adequate
income and being able to
provide the necessities of
life for one’s self and family
is perhaps one of the first

steps towards wellness and

recovery. We sincerely hope

that this month’s budget will

help some of the most vul-

nerable Ontarians take those
first steps.

Debbie MacLean

Melanie Abbey

Psychiatric Patient

Advocate Office

St. Thomas

Jim Augerman
B.A. B.Ed CFP FMA CSA
Kingsville/Essex
519-733-8005

Tamara Cooper
Cottam/Essex

519-839-5965
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A Sun Life Financial Company

www.clarica.com/windsoressex
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