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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Essex and Essex County
Roads Services 

This is something that is
probably taken for granted
everyday we use our roads,
but it is something that is
very noticeable during a
winter storm. Driving to
Windsor everyday, you real-
ize that we are very fortu-
nate to have the road servic-
es provided by Essex, and
Essex County roads depart-
ment, because once you
leave the very clean, salted
roads of the county, you
come to roads in the city
that are heavily travelled but
not properly cleaned and
even dangerous. Hats off to
our Essex and Essex County
Roads Dept. Keep up the
good work. Thank you on
behalf of my family.

Rick R. Desjardins
Essex 

Lakeshore budget and
staffing questioned

The audacity and arro-
gance of Lakeshore admin-
istration in the midst of the
bludgeoning economic cli-
mate to suggest a 12 per
cent budget increase and 13
additional staff is appalling.
Logic tells us that our
building boom days are
over, yet this administration
suggests instead that we
hire all these additional
staff members?  How about
some cutbacks to that bloat-
ed contingent instead! The
administration should have

been admonished by coun-
cil for their absurd sugges-
tions and sent back with
clear direction not to come
back until within the 3 per
cent range. 

This arrogance certainly
tells a story and council
needs to read between the
lines.  It is disturbing that
none of the senior officials
are residents of the munici-
pality and are not contribut-
ing to the tax coffers. 

It is clear that the direc-
tion in which council con-
tinues to be led is to further
financing of the bloated
administration and associ-
ated bureaucratic wants as
opposed to addressing the
basic needs of the residents.  

Council members and
especially those new to the
game are well advised to
remember the cry of the
electorate at election time
and the very clear call for
change and the taking back
of control. Fiscal responsi-
bility and accountability
have been lacking for the
last few years and has now
caught up with us. There
have been many instances
of violations of legislation
and the recent blanket
$144.00 charge to all water
consumers certainly bears
scrutiny as to its legality,
yet we are paying out big,
big bucks for supposed
expertise. 

Perhaps one more study
should be added to the list –
a study and recommenda-
tion on cutting some of the

unnecessary fat at the top.
This municipality needs to
get back onboard and start
focusing on the needs of the
residents as opposed to
continually being led
towards the building of the
administrative empire.
Attitudes at the top must
change.

Margaret Cuaderno 
Emeryville 

Reducing poverty 
supports recovery

Poverty is the most for-
midable barrier to inclusion
and full participation in
society. The Accessibility
for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act, 2005
defines a barrier to “mean
anything that prevents a
person with a disability
from fully participating in
all aspects of society
because of his or her dis-
ability, including...a policy
or practice.” Constantly
worrying about not being
able to provide their fami-
lies with food, shelter and
clothing takes its toll on the
mental health and well-
being of individuals.

Government policy has
forced people with disabili-
ties living on limited
incomes to make difficult
financial choices in sup-
porting themselves and
their famlies; these forced
choices negatively impact
their physical and emotion-
al health, eroding self-con-
fidence and personal effec-
tiveness.
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Let’s Talk Taxes

Thank Manning and Chrétien for today's prosperity
BY JOHN WILLIAMSON

CANADIAN TAXPAYERS

FEDERATION

Jim Flaherty is riding
high.  On Monday, the
finance minister will pres-
ent his second budget and
the biggest snag is that
Ottawa is awash in tax dol-
lars.  Personal income tax
revenues are way up, ditto
for corporate tax receipts
thanks to Canada's robust
job market.  The
Employment Insurance pro-
gram is in the black due to
fewer unemployed workers
and an unnecessarily high
payroll tax.  Our healthy
economy also means sen-
iors are less reliant on gov-
ernment entitlement pro-
grams to supplement their
income.  The same is true
for federal equalization
payments when provincial
balance sheets are strong.
Consequently, the govern-

ment surplus is as big as
ever.  It would exceed $12-
billion this fiscal year were
it not for the Conservative
government's spending
spree. 

As Mr. Flaherty prepares
his budget speech, he
should reflect on the cir-
cumstances that caused
these good times.
Unemployment is low,
Canada's economy is grow-
ing and family incomes are
rising.  Try as he might, the
minister cannot claim to be
the architect of Canada's
fortunes.  He was named to
the job a little over a year
ago, which is not long
enough to measure his lega-
cy.  A candid assessment
owes today's prosperity to
Preston Manning, the
founding Reform Party
leader, and Jean Chrétien,
the former Liberal prime
minister.

It is hard today to recall

the economic landscape of
the early- and mid-1990s.
Do taxpayers remember the
string of 30-plus billion
dollar deficits and voter
"tax rage"?  Or a Canada
Pension Plan (CPP) that
many thought would be
insolvent within a genera-
tion?  And what about the
nation's then-sluggish econ-
omy and bone-crushing tax
rates that depressed after-
tax incomes and discour-
aged businesses from hiring
workers and expanding
operations?  This was
Canada just over a decade
ago.

As Canada's Opposition
leader, Mr. Manning is prin-
cipally responsible for the
breakdown of the then-
Canadian consensus
favouring tax-and-spend
governments.  In
Parliament, he championed
ideas that Canadians today
broadly embrace - elimina-

tion of federal deficits, enti-
tlement program reforms,
and genuine tax relief for
businesses and individuals.
This movement gained
momentum at provincial
capitals with Progressive
Conservative, Liberal, and
even New Democratic gov-
ernments following the trail
pioneered by Mr. Manning.

For all his foresight, Mr.
Manning was never in a
position to implement his
ideas.  Instead, it fell to the
governing Liberals in
Ottawa to reduce program
spending, eliminate the
deficit and eventually enact
tax relief.  In 1998, Canada
turned its back on a genera-
tion of deficit-spending
when a modest $3-billion
surplus was posted.  Two
years later, Mr. Chrétien
outlined a dramatic tax cut
plan on the eve of an elec-
tion.  The National Post
news banner headline
summed it up: "Liberals
Deliver Alliance Budget."
(By 2000, the Reform Party
had morphed into the
Canadian Alliance under
the leadership of Stockwell

Day.) 
Although the Liberal

government exaggerated
the true size of the 2000 tax
reduction program by
claiming it to be a $100.5-
billion tax cut, the relief
was welcome news to tax-
payers.  (In actual fact,
$20.7-billion of this amount
included the ending of
bracket creep, which did
not lower taxes, but simply
indexed brackets to infla-
tion.  In addition, a $28-bil-
lion increase in CPP taxes
was also not included.  And
finally, almost $6-billion in
Canada Child Tax Benefit
payments were incorrectly
identified as tax relief,
instead of being classified
as government spending.)
The real five-year tax cut,
once fully implemented at
the end of 2004, amounted
to $46-billion - a far cry
from the $100-billion "as
advertised" but unquestion-
ably a march in the right
direction. 

Canada has a strong
economy today because the
tax cut plan worked.  Lower
taxes created more jobs and

greater prosperity for
Canadians.  Today, govern-
ment insiders confess Mr.
Flaherty is in a fiscal sweet
spot because of the stimula-
tive effects of the Liberal's
2000 tax reduction plan.
But what will the finance
minister do to ensure future
economic opportunity?  The
Conservative government
made some modest tax
reductions in its inaugural
2006 budget.  Yet the relief
was not as dramatic as the
government would like tax-
payers to believe.  If it
were, why is Ottawa still
amassing huge surpluses?

As such, Monday's budg-
et must outline a broad-
based income tax cut to
return the surplus to the
people responsible for gen-
erating it - the taxpayers of
Canada.  It is not hard for
Ottawa to generate surplus-
es and rollout spending
announcements with high
taxes in good economic
times.  Taxpayers hope Mr.
Flaherty will instead follow
the sensible course charted
by Mr. Manning and adopt-
ed by Mr. Chrétien in 2000. 

WWW.SCHINKELS.COM
WHOLE OR
HALF HAMS

LEAN GROUND

BEEF $$119999
/LB.

HASH BROWN
CASSEROLE
MADE FRESH IN STORE

OF 
BEEF

FREEZER
FILLER

$$22 4949
/LB.

MEAT MARKET LTD.

Quality Service and Value Since 1962
68 Talbot St. N., Essex, Ontario N8M 1A2 • Phone 776-7541

MARCH 22 - 28

HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-6; Thurs., Fri. 8-8; Sat. 8-6; Closed Sun.

Now Taking 
Orders For Easter 

Fresh Turkeys
& HAMS

GROUND FRESH DAILY

10 LB. BULK BAG $18.90

VEAL
THISWEEKONLY

FRESH ONTARIO GRAIN FED

VEAL CUTLETS $$77 9999
/LB.

VEAL ROAST $$66 9999
/LB.

BONLESS OUTSIDE ROUND RUMP

VEAL SCHNITZEL $$55 9999
/LB.

BREADED SEASONED VEAL CUTLETS

CITY CHICKEN $$55 9999
/LB.

EXTRA LEAN VEAL & PORK CUBES SKEWERED

ORANGE
ROUGHY

FROZEN BONELESS FILLETS

$$99 9999
/LB.

MICROWAVEABLE

LONG LOIN $$33 9999
/LB.

BONLESS PRESLICED
HONEY GLAZED HAMS

SPIRAL SLICED
HONEY HAMS

BLACK FOREST
HAMS

FOOTBALL HAMS
HONEY GLAZED

SEMI BONELESS

AWARD WINNER

$$55 9999
/LB.

$$44 9999
/LB.

$$22 7979
/LB.

$$33 9999
/LB.

FOOTBALL HAM STEAKS $3.49

STEAK OR DELI 
SLICED $4.49/LB

..9999/LB.
CRINKLE CUT FRIES ¢¢

YOU GET APPROX.:
18- TBONE STEAKS
8- SIRLOIN STEAKS

10 LBS- LEAN GROUND

APPROX
70 LBS.


