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Young women needed in
politics, premier says

By ANDY COMBER

"You have much to
offer...and we need you,"
said Ontario Premier Dalton
McGuinty, urging young
women to consider politics
as a career during his speech
at the 7th Annual Women in
Politics Conference held in
Windsor, March 5.

"We need your passion,
we need your idealism, we
need you to do the impossi-
ble, and we need your hope-
fulness," said McGuinty,
speaking of the importance
of having women involved
in the issues facing the
province, the country and
even the world.

"We cannot afford to
leave half the team behind,"
he said.

At the conference,
McGuinty challenged the
250 young women attend-
ing, mostly area high school
students, to "live life for
every minute" and to carry
on the unfinished work to
fight cancer, poverty, hunger
and war.

"There was a time when
they said it would be impos-
sible to fly," said McGuinty,
speaking about his meeting
with Canada's first female
astronaut, Dr. Roberta
Bondar.

"Find out what you really
like and pursue it with pas-
sion. Bring that drive to
excel and be the best you
can possibly be," said
McGuinty, "Don't let the
world rob you of your abili-
ty to do the impossible."

McGuinty noted that
there were nine women in
the provincial cabinet,
including MPP Sandra
Pupatello, Minister
Responsible for Women's
Issues, who was also at the

conference. Pupatello was
joined by Liberal Senator
Marie Poulin, who before
being called to the Senate in
1995, was a federal deputy
minister and a CBC broad-
cast executive.

The first woman to chair
the Senate Liberal Caucus,
Poulin said there is a mis-
conception that the number
of women involved in poli-
tics is increasing.

"It is not a growing
trend," said Poulin, noting
that only about 20 per cent
of Canada's elected officials
are women. Women hold 21
per cent of the 308 seats in
the House of Commons and
about 25 per cent of the 103
seats in the Ontario legisla-
ture - a number that has not
changed significantly in
recent years.

Although the status of
women is much improved,
Poulin said "subtle discrimi-
nation" can still be found in

OFFERING A CHALLENGE - On

both industry and politics.
"There are still the old boys'
networks," she said.

"Now, more and more
industries are getting aware,
they should get gender bal-
ance," she said.

March 8, 2007, marked
the 30th anniversary of
International Women's Day,
which was established in
1977 by the United Nations
to celebrate the progress
made to advance women's
rights and to assess the chal-
lenges that remain. "Ending
Impunity for Violence
against Women and Girls" is
the UN's theme for 2007.

Earlier on March 2,
Pupatello announced the
launch of a new provincial
award called "Leading Girls,
Building Communities" to
recognize the contributions
of young girls in communi-
ties across Ontario.

"We are launching this
award today in celebration

tario Premier Dalton McGuinty urges young women to
enter politics in a speech at the 7th Annual Women in Politics Conference held at
Windsor's Caboto Club, March 5.

of International Women’s
Day, which is a global day to
inspire and celebrate the
accomplishments of women
and girls," said Pupatello.
"Recognizing young
women’s contributions in
Ontario is a perfect way both
to celebrate this day and to
empower our young women
to become the leaders of
tomorrow."

The award recognizes
young women, aged 18
years and under, who
demonstrate  exceptional
leadership to improve the
lives of others and champion
issues that lead to positive

social change in their
schools, communities or
province.

MPPs are invited to nom-
inate young women for the
award from their ridings.
The award recipients will
receive a Certificate of
Recognition  from  the
Government of Ontario.

Investments in health care
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It was made more diffi-
cult for the province to ful-
fill their commitment this
year because ambulance
services were enhanced by
about $2 million for deliv-
ery of services and the

requirement to meet
response times, Santos
said.

Gerretsen was also told
there needs to be a greater
emphasis on physician
recruitment.

The county’s ambulance
services are facing signifi-
cant stress in their ability to

provide for residents due to
a shortage of doctors,
Santos said.

“Over the past week,
we’ve had nine ambulances
stopped at (Leamington)
hospital doors waiting to
unload patients. The next
day we had ten,” Santos
said. “Again, we emphasize
the importance of maintain-
ing investments in health
care. The announcements
and commitments (the
province) has made to
address teaching and spon-
soring medical schools is
promising but it’s still not
enough to deal with the

issues we have today.”

Gerretsen said he recog-
nizes the fact that services
provided by the local
municipalities are extreme-
ly important.

“Support has been given
in the past and will contin-
ue to be given,” he said.

Santos also expressed
hope for a renewal of the
Move Ontario Fund, a one-
time $1.2 billion invest-
ment in the province’s
municipal roads, bridges
and public transit systems.

Gerretsen promised to
take the idea back to
Queen’s Park and suggest

urged

that such a program be con-
tinued this year.

“They called it one time
funding, we called it a trial

balloon that actually
worked and floated for all
municipalities,”  Santos

said. “Essex County bene-
fited strongly from that
type of funding and we’re
hoping to get the same
commitments or announce-
ments in the upcoming
budget. It’s a program that
basically put dollars into
every municipal coffer and
helped get a lot of impor-
tant infrastructure projects
completed.”
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Financial &
Insurance
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Gesto United Churc

Couwntiy, State
Roast Beef Dinner
THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2007
4:30- 7 pm.

Adults: $12.00
Children 6-10: $5.00
5 & Under - FREE

2642 Cty. Rd. 12, Gesto

DPM INSURANCE GROUP
29 Talbot Street North, @

Essex, Ontario $
I/ A

Phone: (519) 776-6457

TRAVEL &:ssex 776-6439

Established in 1948 = OT 0046911 76 TALBOT ST. N.

Apr 2 - 6 Blossom Time, Penn Dutch, Sight & Sound Theatre & Washington DC $749.00
Apr 16 - 21 Branson, 5 shows $899.00

Apr 20 Champions on Ice, Detroit with Shae Lynn Bourne & Sasha Cohen $125.00
Apr 28 Tanger Outlet, Howell Michigan $45.00 Guaranteed Departure

May 1 King Lear, Stratford $123.00

May 10 Tulip Time, Holland Michigan & Turkeyville $219.00 Guaranteed Departure
May 22 Shipshewana Flea Market $65.00

May 26 - June 6 Scotland, Loch Ness, Isle of Skye & more $3289.00

June 9 Grand River Boat Cruise, meal included $83.00

June 13 The Walter’s Family Country Music Show, buffet lunch incl $98.00

June 18 - 21 Wisconsin Dells $499.00

July 30 - Aug 12 The Maritimes, Cabot Trail & New England $2099.00

Sept 14 - 23 European Spree, Germany, Italy, Switzerland & France $3215.00

Brochures available for all tours listed, prices based on double occupancy, in Cdn Dollars, includes all taxes
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Now Under Construction ...

Townhomes designed for the relaxed
lifestyle of those fifty and older.

Beautiful
standard
units starting
at $179,900

Kimball
Driv

Fairview

124 KIMBALL DRIVE
(Belle River model shown)

Hanlan

+ 1,250 sgft open-concept, * Exceptional standard cabinetry
freehold townhome * Main floor laundry

+ 17 &2 cargarage options + Cement drive, walk & sod

+ Covered back porch

Pat Gabrieau
Information packages available: (519) 944-5955

REMBEX

Preferred Realty Ltd.

Real Estate Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

www.bkcornerstone.com




