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Infrastructure crucial for local economy

By ANDY COMBER

Ontario is not getting
their fair share of infrastruc-
ture funding from the feder-
al government, according to
the province's public infra-
structure renewal minister,
David Caplan, who was
speaking in Windsor Feb.
16.

"Ontario has 70 percent of
the country's trade traffic,
but not 70 percent of the
funding - it is 30 percent
roughly," said Caplan,
explaining the imbalance in
funding from the federal
government to the province
to provide for infrastructure.

"Infrastructure is a team
sport, none of us can do it on
our own," he said.

Caplan said the province
is planning for the "long
range" when it comes to
infrastructure, but was fac-

ing some serious challenges.

"We've inherited a huge
infrastructure deficit," said
Caplan, noting that the
province needs over $100
billion in infrastructure. "It's
staggering; Ontario's entire
annual budget is $82 bil-
lion," he said.

The minister said the
province is committed to
building a new border cross-
ing, which is vital to local
industry and the nation's
industry.

"We call it the North
American gateway," said
Caplan, who expects the site
for the new crossing to be
decided this year.

Caplan applauded the
Ontario government's initia-
tives to restore the infra-
structure in the province,
including $30 billion invest-
ed by ReNew Ontario, a
five-year program launched

IN THE SPOTLIGHT — Flanked by Essex MPP Bruce Crozier
and Windsor West MPP Sandra Pupatello, Minister of
Public Infrastructure Renewal David Caplan, answers
questions in a media scrum following a speech in

Windsor, Feb. 16.

in 2005. Providing a good
example to the public, the
government also reduced its
own energy consumption by
10 percent, he said.
Questions to the minister
came from local business
and political leaders, follow-
ing the speech at the break-

fast meeting, which was
hosted by the Windsor and
District Chamber of
Commerce.

Citing security as one
issue, some expressed con-
cerns over increasing the
private interests in infra-
structure that serves the pub-

lic, such as the Ambassador
Bridge, which is owned by
Detroit businessman Matty
Moroun.

In answering, Caplan said
the province was working to
keep Ontario's core assets in
public hands.

Essex Councillor Paul
Innes told the minister the
private versus public issue
was important, but there are
other imminent problems.

"How are you going to
keep and maintain the infra-
structure we have now?"
asked Innes, who said he
was discouraged by what the
minister had to say at the
meeting.

Much of the burden of the
infrastructure costs have
fallen on municipalities who
must beg for grants and
funding to support costly but
much-needed infrastructure
projects in their communi-

ties, said Innes.

Earlier, Caplan acknowl-
edged that the province had
made mistakes in download-
ing much of the infrastruc-
ture on municipalities.

"Downloading the roads
and bridges was a terrible
mistake. I do think it was a
bad decision that resulted in
costs soaring," said Caplan,
who was joined at the meet-
ing my Essex MPP Bruce
Crozier, Windsor MPPs
Dwight Duncan and Sandra
Pupatello.

Of interest to Essex,
which plans to build a new
arena complex, Caplan said
that a provincial fund for
recreation infrastructure is
already depleted. Just a
month ago, LaSalle was able
to garner $3.8 million to
help build its $28.8-million
recreation and arena project.

Town and business brainstorm on economic ideas

By ANDY COMBER

Town council was mostly
"all ears" to local business
leaders joining them to dis-
cuss economic development
in the Town of Essex, at a
special meeting held Feb. 12.

Members of the Essex
Business Improvement Area
(BIA), the Harrow and
Colchester Chamber of
Commerce, as well as the
former Downtown Study
Committee, had been invited
to offer their ideas on how to
improve the business climate
in the municipality.

"We have to protect our
existing business," said
Marlene Markham, manager
of the BIA, who suggested
the town form a business
retention and expansion
team, similar to Parry
Sound’s. Made up of mem-
bers from the various busi-
ness groups and general
business community, the
specialized team would help
struggling businesses remain
in the town, she said.

"They can help prepare
business plans, deal with
landlord and rent disputes,
and assist with building per-
mits and codes," said
Markham, noting that servic-
es would be completely con-
fidential, "especially if the
business is having financial
problems."

"That would take the
place of an economic devel-
opment person, as has been
proposed,” she said.

Paul Foster, a member of
the  Downtown  Study
Committee and currently the
treasurer of the Essex
Community Future
Development Corporation,
encouraged business owners
to make use of that non-prof-
it organization, which pro-
vides funding, advice and
support to small businesses.

Foster said that Essex
faces problems trying to
develop on both sides of
Highway #3, which is soon
to be expanded to a four-lane
highway, "creating a barri-

"

Cr.

"I suggest to push and
expand Essex into Lakeshore
and Kingsville, to have more
area to grow," said Foster,
pressing the town to open
discussions with the border-
ing municipalities to rede-
fine the boundaries.

"Redraw the line and pro-
mote Essex as a good place
to live," he said.

Members of the Harrow
business community also
pressed council for action to
encourage new residential,
business and economic

growth in the town.
"If we don't have the peo-
ple, we can't support the

shops," said Scott Waters,
president of the Harrow
Chamber of Commerce, sug-
gesting the town consider
reducing or even eliminating
development charges for a
period of time.

"We've got to entice
builders and people to move
into the community," he said.

Other suggestions includ-
ed improvements to the
downtown cores by enforc-
ing property standards, and
securing grants and funding
to redevelop brownfields -
lands on which industrial or
commercial activity took
place in the past and that

may need to be cleaned up
before they can be redevel-
oped.

The town had received
some criticism for not taking
enough action on the recom-

mendations of the
Downtown Study
Committee, which were

released in a report in
October 2005. That report
suggested the town consider
hiring an economic develop-
ment officer, assisted by a
volunteer board of directors.

New economic group
emerges

After about an hour of dis-
cussion, council was told the
town should take an invento-
ry of what it has and what it
needs, before hiring an eco-
nomic development officer.

"You need a strategic
plan," said Bill Baker, a
Colchester South resident
who has an extensive back-
ground in business and mar-
ket development.

Baker revealed plans for a

new business organization,
Shores of Essex Resource
Corporation, a not-for-profit
organization that would pre-
pare the strategic plan in
about eight weeks at no cost
to the town.

Ward 1 Councillor Randy
Voakes, former chair of the
Downtown Study
Committee, expressed
enthusiasm for the idea, so
long as it involved the whole
municipality. "I don’t want
to see that dividing line," he
said.

Baker said a board of
directors that would include
representatives from the
town’s business community,
the Essex BIA and the
Harrow and Colchester
South Chamber of
Commerce, would govern
the group. He said input
would also include business
interests in McGregor.

Council is expected to
endorse the new organiza-
tion at their February 19 reg-
ular meeting.
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Moving out - Town council was advised during a spe-
cial meeting Feb. 12 to develop a business retention
and expansion feam 1o help keep businesses in the
Town of Essex.

LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
REMINDER AD

Our weekly Wednesday Nite Sale at 6 p.m. begins with
misc. power and hand tools, generators, air compressors,
etc. (some may require repair). Following is the bank and
finance Repos - cars, pickups, vans, etc. We are conve-
niently located at E.C. Row and Manning Rd. in
Tecumseh. Note: Sat. March 3rd. hardwood and laminate
flooring sale.
RICHARD LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
519-735-3070 TECUMSEH

ESTATE AUCTION
A PUBLIC AUCTION FOR 2 ESTATES & OTHERS WILL BE HELD AT 357
QUEEN ST. (Walker Rd.) HARROW
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24th AT 9:30 A.M.
ANT. & COLL: Washstand, oak drop leaf desk, cane & wicker rockers, single
poster & spool beds, piecrust table, cedar chests, library table, dining table &
china/hutch, vanity dresser, 4 ladder back rush seat & more chairs, 1859 doctor’s
bed, drop leaf table, trunk, lamp, oak arm chair, R. Doulton Choirboy HN2141,
Doulton Fagan, Bill Sykes, Pickwick, Micawber, Pecksniff & Buzfuz, 10
Hummels, gold rings. Estate currency: 1908 Indian head $5.00 gold pc., Can.
$1.00, Can. & US 50¢ 1917 US $2.00 bill & misc. coins, 8 plc set Birks silver cut-
lery, 1g. set R. Albert dinnerware, jug & bowl, cookie jar, flow blue plate, carni-
val & dep. glass, Cornflower, Pinwheel & more crystal, glass paperweights,
Nippon, Bavaria, Rhode & more china,Royal coll., soapstone & Italian figs., sil-
ver dresser set, oil, prints & more pictures, clocks, Ford TW 20 cast peddle trac-
tor, Tonka, cast & more metal toys, model train, Surge milk mach. orig. box, prim-
itive tools, carpenter’s tool chest, *50s Cresent tool display, Coke items, mink coat
& so much more. MODERN ETC: 2 - 30” stoves, micro, exquisite carved leather
top desk & chair ($2,500 new), 5°x3” high bronze bear ($5,000 new), Willis apt.
size piano w/bench, Hammond organ, sofa bed, sofas & chairs, rocker, recliner,
side chairs, hall & sofa tables, D. Phyffe table, round maple table & 2 chairs, dbl.
beds, dressers, chest drawers, rollaway bed, bookcase, area rugs, mirros,oak office
chair, file cab., wardrobe, cigar kit boxes, vacuum, CDs & LPs, lamps, house-
wares, horse saddle, Ryobi 10” table saw, lawnmower, lawn chairs & tools, hard
top fold-a cover for 2002 Ford cmplt. & so much more. FOR PICS SEE; theauc-
tionadvertiser.com PREVIEW Fri. 5-7 p.m. or Sat. 8:30 a.m.
TERMS: Cash-approved cheque-Visa & M/C
MARWOOD ANDREWS - AUCTIONEER - 519-738-3220 -
email bidfive@jet2.net
Lunch available - NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS




