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Uncovering rural
poverty

by Geri Kamenz, President
Ontario Federation of Agriculture

The people of rural
Ontario have long known
that they differ from urban
residents in many ways.
Poverty is something com-
mon to both, but until
recently little has been
done to define and under-
stand the impacts experi-
enced by the two groups.

Now the Federal
Government’s Standing
Senate Committee on
Agriculture and Forestry
has issued its interim report
entitled Understanding
Freefall: The Challenge of
the Rural Poor.

The Ontario Federation
of Agriculture has reviewed
the committee’s attempt to
define poverty and how it
affects the lives of individ-
uals, families and commu-
nities who make up the
rural areas of Canada.
Much of the OFA’s work is
focused on improving the
economics of agriculture in
Ontario, and in recent years
the challenges associated
with this focus have grown
at an incredible rate. We
have detailed the impact of
rural poverty on the entire
economy – that agriculture
is also an urban issue.

We have been successful
in getting some govern-
ment response as we work
to improve the incomes of
farmers, but the forces that
contribute to the increasing
poverty levels in rural
Ontario persist. World mar-
ket conditions continue to
drive down the prices farm-
ers receive for their pro-
duce and governments
resist our calls for long-
term programs that would
stabilize returns to farmers.

Without improved stabil-
ity for farm returns, rural
economies are destined to
continue their downward
spiral – it’s a message we
repeat on a regular basis.

Some witnesses report-
ing to the committee called
on our provincial and fed-
eral governments to change
their approach to develop-
ing and delivering farm
policy. Revising how gov-
ernments assess and recog-
nize the impacts agriculture
and the people involved in
agriculture have on society
in general was among the
observations.

Adopting a multifunc-
tionality approach, similar
to what is now used in
many European countries,
was suggested. This would
bring our governments to
look at farms as places for
sequestering carbon and
protecting watersheds –
something that would lead
to farms and farmers being
paid for contributions to
society.

These contributions
include the promotion of
rural development, the
preservation of rural her-
itage and rural amenities,
and ensuring the security of
the nation’s food supply.
The committee’s interim
report states: “the problem
of rural poverty is the out-
come of a larger issue,
namely rural Canada’s rela-
tive economic and demo-
graphic decline.”

This points to a situation
OFA has brought before
governments many times –
without a healthy farming
economy, people in rural
areas will see their jobs dis-
appear, taking with them
farm-related services and
vital job opportunities. The
report refers to this phe-
nomenon as a vicious cycle
in the decline of rural
regions.

The report, in its execu-
tive summary, points out
that “the rural poor are, in
many ways, invisible. They
don’t beg for change. They
don’t congregate in down-
town cores. They rarely
line up at homeless shelters
because, with few excep-
tions, there are
none....Canada’s rural poor
have rarely been the subject
of political attention.”

The committee says its
primary objective in writ-
ing the interim report “is
simply to begin the process
of giving rural Canadians
and the rural poor in partic-
ular a voice, of making
them a little more visible.”

OFA will work to ensure
the committee develops a
full appreciation for the
impacts of rural poverty,
and the policy options
available to correct the situ-
ation. The final committee
report is expected by the
end of this year.

Junior Farmers call for new members
Junior Farmer member-

ship registration is
approaching and your local
Essex-Kent club (commonly
known as Kessex) goal is to
acquire at least ten new
members, which would
bring local membership up
to 25 to 30.  Although many
members have a rural back-
ground, anyone between the
ages 15 and 30 is welcome
to join.  

There will be a recruit-
ment night at the Sherk
Complex in Leamington
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Jan. 19.
The club has rented a gym
so individuals attending will
get an opportunity to break
the ice through engagement
in sports games, learn about
what Junior Farmers do, and
ask questions. 

The local Essex-Kent
Junior Farmers are hoping to
be eligible for the title ‘Club
of the Year’, which is
declared at March
Conference, an annual
provincial event.  Clubs are
judged on community bet-
terment, joint Junior Farmer
youth activity, agricultural
awareness, leadership
opportunities, and member-
ship participation. 

To fulfill these guidelines,
the local Junior Farmer club
has undertaken a number of

The Essex-Kent Junior Farmers ride through town during the Harrow Fair Parade.  

activities during the past
year, including a clean-up at
Erieau Beach, ‘learn to two-
step’ nights hosted in Kent
County, supervising the
Essex County Federation of
Agriculture booth for a day
at the Harrow Fair, and
entering a float in the
Harrow Fair parade. The
club also did car parking
during the annual Farm
Hiker Tour in Essex County,

car parking during the
Canada Day festivities in
Woodslee, prepared a meal
for the KFA, a 50/50 draw, a
TSC BBQ, an Essex
Plowing match BBQ, bat-
tery collection, and a straw-
berry social at McLeod’s
Strawberry Farm.  

The Essex-Kent Junior
Farmers also hosted ‘Sing
Swing’, a major provincial
event held this past

November. They travel to
different counties in Ontario
for provincial events held by
different county’s clubs and
hosted a group of interna-
tional exchange delegates
the last week of June/

For more information on
membership, visit
www.jfao.on.ca or e-mail
Kessex at essexkentjf@
jfao.on.ca.

ESTATE AUCTION
A PUBLIC AUCTION FOR THE ESTATE OF DONNA ROBERTS (Essex) &
OTHERS WILL BE HELD AT 357 QUEEN ST. (Walker Rd.) HARROW

SAT. JANUARY 13TH AT 9:30 A.M.
ANT. & COLL.: Unique buffet, china cab., sm. buffet, D. Phyffe drop leaf table
& 4 chairs, 2 Lane cedar chests, wash stand, vanity w/mirror & stool, wardrobe,
man’s chest drawers, D. Phyffe coffee table, bookshelves, various sm. tables,
Heintzman upright piano, violins & parts, Singer sew. mach., sew. mach. table,
wall nic nac shelf, pressed head & footboard, brass fender, mantel clock, bird cage
& stand, hump back & other trunks, hall tree, table & oil lamps, railroad lantern,
Victorian ext. doors, Bavarian, Germany, Limoges & more china, pressed & dep.
glass, Paragon, R. Albert, Royalty & more cups & saucers, decanters, perfume
bottles, china florals, pics & frames, crocks & jugs, doll buggy & hi chair, comic
book collection, 4 thimble collections, ammo. box, wood pulleys, bottle collec-
tion, mink & Persian lamb coats, radio cab., med. cabs., decade of coins 1968-77
Can. dollars, Coke trays & much more. MODERN ETC.: Knetchel dbl. bed,
dresser & chest drawers, dbl. bed cmplt., captain’s bed cmplt., wardrobe, chrome
table & buffet, cheval mirror, swivel rockers, stereo cab., TVs, computer cmplt.,
computer work station, mag rack, humidifier, sm. kit. appliances, housewares,
bedding & linens, garburator, fish rods, reels & lures, alum. ladder, garage door
opener, Karate Jr. kick bag, dog pen, pellet rifle & much more. PREVIEW Fri. 5-
7 p.m. or Sat. 8:30 a.m. TERMS: Cash-Approved cheque-Visa & M/C. 
MARWOOD ANDREWS - AUCTIONEER - 519-738-3220 - email
bidfive@jet2.net Lunch Available - NOTRESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS

All Print Classified ads appear on our website at no additional cost!     www.essexfreepress.reinvented.net

REMINDER AD
PROFESSIONAL BROADCAST &

STAGE EQUIPMENT AND ANTIQUES

Saturday, January 13th at 9:00 A.M.
At Lakeside Park Pavillion, Kingsville

Schools, Studios, Theatres, Institutions...Great Lakes
Television is moving and we will be selling excess

inventory. Also selling more items from Holy Rosary
Convent and other Estates.

Viewing Saturday from 8:00 A.M.
LACASSE AUCTIONS INC.

(519) 733-3541
FOR PHOTOS AND LISTING:

www.lacasseauctions.com

LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
Trucks, Trailers, Tools,

Plastic Mouldings, 
Forklifts for Parts, 

Plastic for Recycling, etc.
Under instructions from Southwestern Bailiff Service
and for a secured creditor we have scheduled the auction
at the former Orion Metal Recyclers at 2051 Ambassador
Dr., Windsor on Friday, January 12th at 10:30 a.m.
(Preview 9 a.m.) Trucks: Two ‘97 International T/A trac-
tors - day cabs (one will require interior repair). Trailers:
12 - 48’ van trailers, T/A, good for both highway and
storage units, plastic mouldings (trailer full), selection of
power and hand tools, pallet jack, office furnishings,
computers, forklifts for parts. Also there is a whse. full of
plastics in rolls - bins of recycled and to be recycled plas-
tics, bailed skids of cardboard,  etc. Note: To be sold in
various lots throughout the whse. Terms: Cash, Certified
Funds. 10% Buyer Premium. For further info please call

RICHARD LAVIN AUCTIONS INC.
519-735-3070 TECUMSEH


